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Club Management 
The Directors of the Club are - 

Lionel Mussell  - Chair 
- Publicity Officer 

Grant Stable  - Secretary 

Julie Baldwin  - Treasurer 

Rob Tudor  - Web Master 

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the 
responsibility for the benefit of our club. 

ooOOoo 

The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club Limited for 
the benefit of club members. 

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can 
be forwarded to the editor. 

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be 
reproduced without the permission of the author. We have obtained 
permission from the copyright holder where a copyright article has been 
used. 

The opinion expressed in any article is that of the writer and not 
necessarily that of club management. 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members 
and readers should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a 
recommendation as to the suitability or otherwise of the product or service 
being advertised. 

ooOOoo 
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From the Chair 
First of all a warm welcome to all the members who have joined our circle 
since the Nomad made its first appearance in December last year. 

Our club is growing but we need - not hundreds of members - but 
thousands of members to make our voice mean something out there in the 
wide, wide world of caravanning and travel. This is where you come in if 
every member were to enlist just one more member then our membership 
would double overnight. The potential is huge and although your directors 
can only do so much on their own, with your help we can make this club 
such an attractive and worthwhile organisation that every caravanner will 
want to belong. 

The response to our first issue of the Nomad was excellent and we are 
delighted to tell you that we even made a profit from the advertising 
revenue. 

This was only possible because our hard-working Secretary, Grant, did all 
the set-up and printing “in house” assisted by our equally hard-working 
Treasurer Julie. 

Also gratifying was the response to our revamped website and we have to 
thank our Webmaster Rob for his efforts there. The ability to conduct polls 
in the members section is a great benefit and is one way we can find out 
what you want from your club. 

The poll about publishing members details in the members’ section drew 
an overwhelming response showing that most members are keen to have 
their details published so they can contact other members and this has been 
implemented. 

Details about our first National Meet are outlined elsewhere in this issue 
and this will coincide with our first Annual General Meeting. This is an 
important milestone in our club’s development and I hope to meet and get 
to know as many members as possible during that weekend. 

In the meantime we are involved with our first social occasions and Meets 
and Greets have been held in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. 

I wish you and yours good health plus safe and happy travelling during 
2007. 

Lionel (Mussell) 

Chairperson 
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Web Site Access 
As our circulation continues to grow we are preparing for better ways to 
mail The Nomad to you. As part of this process we are now including the 

username and password on the mailing cover 
of the magazine. 

Also, please note that the Username and Password will be changed on 
Friday March 16. 

ooOOoo 

Returning Officer Appointed 
The board is delighted to announce that Gary Stratton has accepted the 
position of Returning Officer of the club. 

With Gary in charge of this very important function we know that all our 
elections will be conducted in a totally professional and orderly manner 
without favour or bias. 

Gary exercises his first formal duties later in the magazine when he calls 
for nominations for this years elections. 

ooOOoo 

What s in a Name 
As we are a new club the directors thought we should have our own word 
to describe our social events rather than the commonly used words like 
rally, meet & greets etc. We have been looking at many words but felt who 
better to ask than our members? 

So here s your chance. What name would suit this club when describing 
our social events? Please forward your suggestion to The Editor. 

The board will choose from the names received by April 30, 2007 and the 
person submitting that name will win a $20 gift voucher. If more that one 
person submits the same name the winner will be chosen by a draw from 
those submitting that same name. 

ooOOoo 
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Wherever the road may take you 

 

B.E.S.T. solution for BAD water! 
The B.E.S.T. Alternative Inline (pictured) is available in 1- micron 
(town / pressure systems) for 
 
 
 

 
Includes delivery 

 
(Note: Our 1 micron Units can be supplied with either ¾ BSP Threads & 
click fit hose connections OR ½ BSP Female threads & mounting clips.) 
Also available is a 5-micron model (for hand pump systems), which is 
$84.00 delivered. (Supplied with ½ BSP Female threads & mounting 
clips.) 

Self-Sanitising 
Aust. Made filter designed for travellers that kills bacteria -not 
just trap it like modified house models! 

Compact 
56 x 285mm - Easily stored with hose. Mount in any direction. 

Reversible 
The only filter that allows you to reverse it - giving you the 
maximum life. 

Long Life 
Rated to treat 5000L- Sealed unit for strength and to prevent 
leaks. Safe to use after periods of non-use. Simply flush and 
continue use. 
 

 
WHAT S IN IT??  Our 1-micron Inlines contain: 

• Silver Coated Crystals to kill. harmful bacteria; 
• 1 Micron Membrane to stop dirt, parasites, etc 
• ; High Quality Carbon for chemical removal, etc. 

  
 

 

NOW AVAILABLE - The B.E.S.T. Technology is now available in 
cartridge form to suit most existing filters. 
Important Note: Prices quoted are current at time of publication. Prices and model spec. s 
are subject to change without notice. Please phone us for current pricing. 

 

 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS 
P.O. Box 2326, Southport BC Qld 4215 

PH: 1800 240 822 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Fax: 1800 243 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
 

 B.E.S.T. is Bacteria Eliminating Silver Treatment 
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Be Safe and Secure when Travelling 
by Member Gary Duncan JP 

 
I recently joined the ACC and offered some assistance if needed and was 
then asked by Grant, the Secretary of the club, to pass on some safety tips 
to all you travellers out there, due to my background, and I do so with 
pleasure. 

Firstly, crime can happen to ANYONE at ANYTIME! I am a big boofy 
bloke and I have been a victim of crime, mainly in my line of work and 
mainly due to assaults, etc, but I have had things stolen from me when I 
wasn’t around and I have had two cars stolen. My wife was also 
pickpocketed in Rome, although I did locate the miscreants and obtained 
all the property back from them with a little Australian Justice. 

Be Aware 
Being a victim of Crime myself and seeing hundreds of other victims over 
my years as a COP, one thing stands out - in most cases people were not 
aware of their surroundings! An example being when we were in Rome 
(doing what Romans do) and while just wandering about in the middle of 
the day we walked into a subway not too far from the Colosseum. 

My wife was wearing a small backpack which I totally disagreed with. 
When I suggested I carry it instead, her answer was, Don t be silly . Well, 
we were walking down a ramp with me in front looking around like  

the normal idiot tourist, and some teenagers opened her backpack and 
removed her purse. Someone told me, in Italian, what had happened and I 
went in search of them. That is another story to be told when I retire. 

We were UNAWARE of our surroundings and we were not paying 
attention. 
Crooks notice this as it is in their job description, although you may think  

About the Author. 
Gary has been a Police Officer for 25 years. During that time he spent 6 
years in the Tactical Response Group and 4 years in the Tactical Operations 
Unit (SWAT). The last 13 years have been at Liverpool Police Station, 
which in NSW is rated in the top 5 for crime and violence. For the last 5 
years he has worked as a Duty Officer with the rank of Chief Inspector. 
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this sounds a little strange. Crooks are usually clever people as they have 
been doing things like that for a long time and they prey on people making 
errors such as my wife and I did. It s just that some crooks are dumb and 
they are the ones that get caught - like these good old Romans who walked 
across the road and down another ramp where they were counting their 
loot. 

Most crooks will take their booty and high tail it outta there never to be 
seen again. They won t hang around waiting for you to see that something 
has been stolen. 

Another factor is that we allowed an opportunity for the crooks to strike as 
my wife had her backpack where she couldn’t see it. Another mistake as 
they also look for things like that. How long have we been told to carry our 
bag over our shoulder and in front? Too bloody long, as I tried to explain to 
my wife. She was, however, very grateful that I retrieved the purse, credit 
cards and 300 Euro. 

Not Just Overseas 
It happens just as much here as overseas so, when you are travelling around 
our great land, be totally aware of your surroundings and try not to give the 
crooks an opportunity to remove your treasured possessions. This can be 
achieved by looking around, checking out people, sitting and relaxing and 
scanning the area and just plain old common sense. 

When you go to get that hard earned cash out of the ATM, scan the area 
first, don t go alone in quiet areas and get your partner to stand behind you 
so no one can watch you enter your P.I.N. Ensure there are no skimming 
devices sticking out of the ATM as they will be quite evident. The people 
that have been victims of this crime were just not looking! 

Retrieve your money from the ATM and don t stand there counting it as 
this will give a crook the opportunity to grab it and run, never to be seen 
again. When this happens it is invariably committed against someone who 
doesn’t look as though they will chase you and the crook is usually boiling 
over with adrenaline and will be gone before you can say, Hey you !!! 

Then, when the cops show up, you tell them that you only saw the back of 
is head. He was wearing a baseball cap, had blue jeans on and a black T-
Shirt. The cops can then go and arrest everyone in town as they all will be 
dressed the same. The crooks do this on purpose as once again, it is in 
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their job description. The dumb one will run around the corner and hide in 
some bushes and then get caught with the loot in his pocket. 

When you arrive in a new caravan park, set up, then take time to sit down, 
relax and take in your surroundings. Look at the vans and people around 
you, say g day (as we all seem to do) and talk to them. I tend to look 
around and see what items people have left out of their van at night and 
whether it is still there in the morning. Another good indication is when 
you look at the permanent vans that have no one in them, they may have 
items sitting outside which have been there for a few months and have not 
been stolen. To me, that is a good indication of a safe place, although it still 
can be stolen by a visitor. Make your decision on putting things away 
based on your observations, but remember, your pushbike may still go 
walkabout in the night. Nothing is absolute. But on the whole, it will be 
safe. I have not had anything stolen from a van park. 

Danger in tackling them yourself! 
Do not lay traps like I have seen some people do by tying strings or 
whatever to items of furniture and when someone tries to take it, it makes a 
noise. Most times the crook will run away, but the odd brazen crook will 
stay trying to remove the trap. The overweight, older, not as agile hubby 
comes out of the van ready to throttle the hell out of the crook only to be 
confronted by an aggressive, adrenaline pumped drug addict who doesn’t 
give a toss about who you are and will hit you with anything he can lay his 
hands on. 

And if you come out with a weapon in your hand, he will usually take it 
from you and use it himself. Do not confront someone with a weapon 
unless you are proficient with it and are absolutely certain it won t be 
removed from your grasp. I have seen too many tragedies just by this 
action itself, all usually for a few dollars that was sitting in the console of 
the car. 

No one deserves to die for a few dollars, but many do. 

If you do hear noises outside, make a noise inside and the crook may run 
away. If he does’t, then ring 000 and tell them what is happening. Be calm 
and give precise directions and you can stay on the phone to them if you 
want. The Police will ALWAYS endeavour to come to the aid of someone 
in need as soon as they possibly can. Manpower is always an issue, no 
matter where you are, but on the whole, 99% of the cops I know will get 
there asap. If they are delayed, you can try to call out The Police-  
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 are on the way . But that may make things worse and the person may get 
aggressive and until you have seen a REALLY AGGRESSIVE crook, don 
t worry about confronting them as they are extremely dangerous. Tell the 
000 Operator. 

I used to instruct in weapons, batons and officer safety and we had a saying 
80% of things will work on 80% of the people 80% of the time . It is quite 
accurate and if you try something that makes the crook walk away and no 
one is hurt, then he was one of the 80%. 

Suss out the Town 

When you go into the town itself, sit and have a coffee at Gloria Jeans, as I 
think there are more of them than McDonalds at the moment, watch the 
people walking around and see how cautious they are with their 
belongings. 

Watch how they park their cars and see if they wind up the windows or 
lock their doors. Even if they leave them open, don t be like everyone else, 
wind up your windows and lock your doors and do not leave anything 
valuable in view but put items in the boot or cover them as best you can. 
Opportunity will be knocking for some crook if he sees your purse on the 
front seat. After all, a car window can be broken by a pebble and he is out 
of there, never to be seen again. It happens, I assure you. If nothing is in 
view, then it will not happen. 

There are many, many ways to protect yourself whilst travelling, but 
common sense and being aware of your surroundings are the ones you will 
use the most. Do yourself a favour and next time you and your partner are 
walking or driving along, see what sort of things happen in front of you 
that would give a crook that window of opportunity. You will be very 
surprised 

at what you see. Once you start seeing these things, then you have trained 
yourself to be aware of your surroundings and you will be one step ahead 
of the dopey crook. 

I can be reached at garyduncan@iinet.net.au and would be only too glad to 
answer your concerns. Keep an eye out for my white Subaru Outback and 
Jayco Freedom PopTop 

Be safe in your travels and don t be a victim of crime. 

ooOOoo 
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Viscount Update 
ASIC has banned Sydney caravan manufacturer, Mr Nahi Nasri Gazal, 
from managing corporations for the maximum period of five years. Mr. 
Gazal was involved in six failed companies involved in the manufacture 
and sale of Viscount caravans which were wound up owing debts to 
creditors, customers and Government totalling $13,048,778.  

ASIC found that Mr Gazal maintained a false set of financial records for 
Viscount Manufacturing Pty Ltd, lodged false Business Activity 
Statements in relation to Vehicle Assembly Australia Pty Ltd,  

ASIC urges consumers to carefully consider any dealings with Viscount 
Leisure Corp Pty Ltd and Viscount RV Manufacturing Pty Ltd following 
concerns Mr Gazal may have set up new corporate entities in an attempt to 
continue trading the Viscount caravan business. 

ooOOoo 

 

Now this is real help- 

This Policeman pulled a car over and told the man driving that he was 
going 50 kph in a 40 kph zone. 

"I was only going 40!" the driver protested. 

"Not according to my radar," the officer replied. 

"Yes, I was!" the man shouted back. 

"No you weren't!" the policeman said, starting to get annoyed. With that, 

the man's wife leaned toward the window and said, "Officer, I should 

warn you not to argue with my husband when he's been drinking." 

ooOOoo 
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Internet on the Road 
By Rob Tudor ACC Webmaster 

From staying in touch with friends and relatives, to organizing our 
financial affairs, the internet is proving a boon to increasing numbers of us 
as we tour this wide land. 

There are a variety of methods of connecting to the Internet and the best 
depends on what you want to achieve. 

The cheapest and probably the most widely accessible way to send and 
receive email is to use a device available from the PocketMail service. The 
device keyboard is very small and cramped so touch-typing long emails is 
out and you are limited to sending and receiving text, so the wonderful 
digital pictures will have to wait until you get home, but it can be used 
anywhere in the world that you can access a telephone (including mobiles). 
(www.pocketmail.com/aus/) 

If you want to do a little more than just send and receive text e-mails then 
internet cafes, and public libraries and tourist information centres offering 
internet access are generally available in larger towns. They are very 
simple to use and useful for web browsing and emailing. Many of them 
have facilities for you to attach images to your email via a CD or a USB 
Thumb Drive or even the chip from your digital camera. The charges are 
usually quite low and sometimes free. However, it is not considered safe to 
use the computers provided at these locations for financial transactions or 
anything else that requires any level of security. 

Coin in the slot, internet kiosks are also popping up around the country 
including in some caravan parks. 

Wireless facilities 
The spread of wireless facilities means that your own computer is often the 
most convenient and safest way of connecting to the internet on the road. 

Wireless facilities come in two distinct types. The first uses mobile phone 
technology, both GSM and CDMA and now 3G or NextG to make the 
connection to the internet. 
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GSM is limited to fairly slow speeds, CDMA is capable of much higher 
speeds if you are located in the right area. Both technologies are currently 
being supplanted by the 3G or NextG networks. These networks offer very 
high speed access, in the right area, and also a very wide coverage. You 
will need a modem to connect to the mobile network. These devices, 
depending on the type, connect to your computer via USB or plug into the 
PC card slot on your laptop. Some also have the capability of connecting to 
WiFi networks. Some mobile phones also provide modem capabilities, 
either connecting via cable, bluetooth or infra-red to your laptop. You will 
also need some type of Data Plan from your phone service provider to use 
a mobile phone network for internet access. You should research the plans 
on offer from the various service providers thoroughly to select one 
suitable for your circumstances. 

WAP enabled mobile phones can be used for internet communication but 
unless it's for very limited use it is very expensive. 

The second type of wireless is WiFi , This type of network is typically used 
in Wireless Hotspots such as found in McDonalds, Starbucks and 
increasingly in caravan parks. You need a laptop with wireless capability to 
access these hotspots and this can be provided as a PC Card that you plug 
in, though more and more modern laptops have this feature built in. Often 
there are charges associated with the use of WiFi hotspots though some 
caravan parks are currently offering the service for free. 

Many internet cafes, especially in the more remote areas of Australia, 
allow you to connect your laptop to their broadband service for usually the 
same rate as using their supplied computers. This is especially useful if you 
want to transmit large volumes of data such as for updating your web site 
or sending a number of photographs. We found that in the Northern 
Territory and in Western Australia, there were plenty of places that allowed 
us to hook directly into their broadband. Such places were a lot harder to 
find in other more populous states. 

Without doubt, modern communications technology has made it much 
easier to stay in touch with family and friends while travelling. 

ooOOoo 
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Recipes for the Road 
This time the recipe can be prepared in an oven or camp oven. We have 
used both with great results. Cooking temperature is 180 C, There is a bit 
of preparation but the results are well worth the effort. 

Lamb in Red wine sauce. 
Serves 2 hungry people. 
400g of lean lamb meat cut into 2.5cm cubes. 
50g of bacon. 
1 medium onion chopped. 
375 mls of beef stock. 
175 mls of red wine. 
1 tablespoon tomato paste. 
½ tablespoon Worcestershire sauce. 
Half tablespoon of fruit chutney. 
15g flour blended with 45mls of water. 
1 tablespoon of chopped parsley 

You can also use 1 tablespoon of fresh chopped parsley to garnish. 

Process- 
Heat oil and cook onions, lamb and bacon in a fry pan on a medium heat or 
on the barbeque. 
Cook for 5 minutes or until lamb is brown. 
Transfer the mixture to camp oven or casserole dish. 
Add and stir in flour mixture, tomato paste, stock, wine, Worcestershire 
sauce, chutney and parsley. 
Cook for 2 hours. 

Further instructions for female cooks. 
Cook stirring occasionally and serve with a Glass of the remaining Red 
wine from the bottle. 

Further instructions for the male cooks. 
Cook stirring occasionally whilst testing the remaining red wine to ensure 
quality. 

Enjoy. 

ooOOoo 



16 

16 

Annual General MeetinAnnual General MeetinAnnual General MeetinAnnual General Meetingggg    

and 1and 1and 1and 1stststst National Meeting National Meeting National Meeting National Meeting    
This is NOT the formal Notice required by Law and our constitution. It is 
only an advise to our members when the event is occurring. All members 
including associate members are welcome to attend all the social activities 
for this week end. Social activities will start Friday morning. 

The formal notice of the AGM, including the agenda for the meeting, will 
be forwarded to all ordinary members in August this year, together with a 
copy of the audited financial accounts, as required by Law and our 
constitution. 

The location this year will be the Festival Field of the Belongil Fields 
Caravan Park, Ewingsdale Rd, Byron Bay New South Wales. 

 
BOOKINGS 

 
ALL BOOKINGS ARE THROUGH THE CLUB ON THE ENCLOSED F ORM. 

This park offers - Over 100 van sites, Cabins and Motel units. 

PETS are welcome, subject to behaviour rules. 

We have negotiated discounted fees for our block booking and we are in an 
area where we are by ourselves. 

Come along and enjoy yourselves for our main event of the year. 

More details are on the enclosed pamphlet and booking form. 

ooOOoo 
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Membership Directory 
The recent survey on our web site showed overwhelming support for a 
members listing available to all our members. This is now being 
implemented and feedback from the social events taken into account as 
well.  

Unfortunately, an individual choice of contact details is not possible at this 
stage so we must in the short term use a standard format. Information listed 
will be preferred names & surnames, suburb, post code and the first two 
telephone numbers listed on your application. 

The information will be included in a pdf document in the members only 
area of our web site and can also be mailed out to members upon request. 

Those wishing to be included in the members listing should contact the 
secretary by post or email stating their full name and membership number 
with a clear instruction that they wish to be listed. Please include your full 
name and not your preferred name. Only emails sent from the email 
address in our records can be accepted. 

ooOOoo 
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Our Social Connection 
Queensland 
Qld Meet and Greet Forest Glen Feb 16th to 18th 

The historic first Queensland meeting was held on the weekend starting 
16th February at the Big 4 Caravan Park, Forest Glen on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

The first people to arrive during showers of rain, commented that they are 
known as the drought breakers , 55 others should have the same title. 

Even though it rained on & off all 
weekend it did not dampen the 
participants enthusiasm about the 
Australian Caravan Club. 

Secretary, Grant Stable, gave an 
extremely informative talk to the 
members on Saturday afternoon, as 
he had done while talking to either 
individuals or groups all weekend. 

ACC Chairperson, Lionel Mussell, 
sent a fax congratulating members for 
being present on such an historic 
occasion and wishing everyone well 
for an enjoyable and successful 
gathering. 

The Social Activities were rather 
restricted due to the rain, but Happy 
Hours , dinners, lunches, morning & 

afternoon teas were well attended, with animated discussions about 
Caravanning & the future of the ACC well discussed. 
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The only activity away from the 
Caravan Park was a visit & picnic 
lunch at the Maroochy Council Botanic 
Gardens, with a walk through the 
Landscaped area of beautifully carved 
Statues. 

We were requested by those present to 
organize another social function in 
approximately three months time. 

Members will be able to keep up to date with our planned events by 
checking the Events page on the web site. 

More details will be in the next Nomad . An email will also be sent to 
members. 

The management of the Forest Glen Big 4 Caravan Park were very 
generous & considerate with their assistance prior to & over the weekend 

Ray & Lyn, Q00023 

ooOOoo 

New South Wales 
NSW Meet and Greet Dunleith Tourist Park Feb 23rd to 25th 

It s been a real buzz, to arrange the very first NSW Meet and Greet, and 
you have no idea how many emails have gone back and forth with ACC 
directors. 

The NSW Central Coast was 
the obvious choice, as it 
covered the most number of 
members, within a couple of 
hours drive and Dunleith Park 
was an ideal venue. 

This first NSW Meet was an 
important milestone, as the 
culture and future direc- 
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-tion was discussed and debated. It 
was important for management to 
attend, and on behalf of the members 
present, I would like to thank Grant 
Stable and Julie Baldwin for their 
time. 

Grant gave an official presentation to 
members, prior to the BBQ social get 
together on Saturday night. Being a 
young and dynamic club, with no baggage from the past, gives us the 
opportunity to do it our way and the Dunleith Meet and Greet, was NSW 
members first step along the road to the future. 

 
A special thank you to Michael Murphy 
and his wife Sylvia (the chauffeur) for 
attending from Dubbo. Michael was 
only discharged from RPA Hospital the 
week before, and made a special effort 
to attend our first NSW Meet. 
 
 

Bill and Sue Connors were the very first members to book their site. The 
longest trip: John and Christine Eager from Hervey Bay Qld and the 
shortest trip: Bill and Sue Connors from Gosford NSW. 

Thanks to everyone who attended, and helped make our first official event 
the success it was. 

With the success of our first State meeting behind us planning is now 
underway for more social events which will be advertised on the Events 
page of our web site and in future editions of The Nomad . 

Ken & Kristine, N00007 
ooOOoo 
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TRAVELS WITH SPARKY & KASEY 
by Kesley Court Member Q00007 

The car is slowing down, now it s stopping. I wonder where we are? We ve 
stopped quite a few times today for toilet walks, drinks and meals (Mum 
and Dad eat, we don t get fed till night time. We re just poor starved 
Labradors). Maybe this is the last stop for the day. 

It s been a good day. Between our naps, we stopped at Cardwell and had a 
walk along the esplanade. We’ve always wanted to go for a swim there, but 
there s a crocodile that patrols that beach, so we re kept out of the water, 
although we ve been for an interesting walk along the jetty and checked out 
all the fishy smells. 

We’ve stopped for the night at our usual place in Townsville, Coral Coast 
CP. It has grassy sites, shady trees and a resident Staffy who greets people 
at reception. Mum took us for a walk while Dad set the van up for the 
night. Then they sat outside in the shade and had a drink and if we’re lucky 
we get a treat. 

The next few days were pretty much the same, always stopping for the 
night at a dog friendly park where we can meet new friends and go for 
interesting walks and check out the smells. 

In Mackay we met a kelpie who was new to travelling. His people hadn’t 
trained him and they were finding life a bit difficult with him. They came 
over to talk to Kasey and I because we were so well behaved. Actually, we 
were just lazing around, enjoying the view and the breeze, waiting for 
dinner! 

I gave him some pointers on how to behave so he wouldn’t be given a new 
home. The kelpie hadn’t learned to walk on a loose lead instead of 
dragging his handler along. He hadn’t been taught that it s bad manners to 
jump on people when meeting them. Worst of all, he’d learned to bark at 
everyone who walks past instead of wagging his tail and smiling for a pat. 
Kasey greets people with a smile and a wag, but she still can’t resist 
barking at another dog. 

We met up with the kelpie and his family a couple of days later at Lake 
Monduran near Gin Gin. Now that’s a great place for dogs; the park even 
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has an area where we can run around off lead. We also went for a swim in 
the lake several times. 

The kelpie and his family visited our site. After we d let him know it was 
our territory and went through the usual meet and greet sniffing and tail 
wagging, we all settled down together. 

The next day we moved on to a 
new place east of Gympie called 
Standown Park where we met up 
with fellow travellers from one of 
the forums. The park is doggy 
heaven large paddocks to run free 
and a dam to swim in. The owners 
have two cocker spaniels that love 
to swim as well. There are a large 
number of ducks on the dam, but 
they swim too fast for us. We weren’t interested in the ducks as we had 
toys to retrieve. I m slowing down a bit and find it difficult to keep up with 
Kasey. 

We lazed around in the shade, went for lots of walks and swims, then for a 
drive to the beach. Our humans watched the dolphins being fed, but left us 
in the car with the back door open. Each afternoon, everyone gathered  
around the campfire for happy hour . We were left at the van but we could 
watch them from a distance. It s turning out to be a great summer trip! 

Licks from Sparky & Kasey 

ooOOoo 
Oops 

The Policeman pulled over a car and strolled up to the driver s window: 
"Excuse me sir, but do you know that you're driving without a rear light? 

The driver jumped out and ran to the rear of his car and let out a 
whimpering groan. The driver seemed so genuinely distressed that the 
policeman took a sympathetic view: "Don't take it so hard mate, it's not all 
that serious an offence..." 

"Isn't it?" the driver cried, "Where's me bloody caravan?" 
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How s your Axle bearing up? 
The caravan manufacturers use different bearings on different models and 
often most caravanners would not have a clue on the make up of their 
wheel bearings and most, probably assume that a standard Holden or Ford 
trailer bearing kit will fit. WRONG! 

We had a 'Roma' van which from memory was made up of Holden and 
Landrover outters; the latter which maybe a little difficult to find in those 
remote areas, hence the importance of carrying a spare set. If you are not 
aware of the bearings make up contact your vans manufacturer or take note 
of the bearing number which appears on the side of each bearing; this can 
be done during the next service. And remember, even new bearings can fail 
on occasions' 

John Burnett Q00018 

ooOOoo 

Lunch on the West Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
 
Wayne Bellingham 
Q00052 
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Notice to Members 

2007 Elections to the Board of Directors of 
The Australian Caravan Club Limited. 

 

I have been appointed Returning Officer for the Australian Caravan Club. 
This year the Constitution requires two Directors be elected to the Board of 
the Australian Caravan Club Limited. 

Nominations are invited from eligible members (Financial Ordinary 
Member or Life Member or Honorary Life Member) for the above two 
positions. 

For a nomination to be valid it must be made in writing and signed by at 
least two financial members entitled to vote at a general meeting and be 
accompanied by a written statement from the nominee confirming their 
acceptance of the nomination. 

Nominations must include 

Name. 

Postal Address. 

Membership Number. 

Signature. 

Of the nominee and all nominators, it must also include 

The acceptance by the nominee. 

A statement of no more than 100 words (and photograph if 
supplied) by the nominee, to be inserted with ballot papers. 

Nominations, acceptances and statements must be lodged by mail or hand 
delivered, to be with the Returning Officer, 13 Albert Street, Kempsey 
NSW 2440 by 12 noon on Friday 27th April 2007. Late lodgement of 
nomination and acceptance is not permitted. 



25 

Please post your nomination and acceptance to: 
The Returning Officer 
PO Box 476 
PORT MACQUARIE 
NSW 2444 

Should a ballot be necessary, a postal ballot will be held. Please contact me 
by mail or email if you have any questions related to the conduct of the 
election. 

Gary Stratton 
Returning Officer 
Email - GaryStratton@tsn.cc 

Responsibilities of a Director. 
As our name implies we are a public company. The statutory body which 
nforces the Corporations Law and oversees companies is the ASIC 
(Australian Investment Securities Commission). Under the law a person 
who is a recent bankrupt or has been convicted under the Corporations Law 
is not permitted to hold office as a director. 

The Office of director has significant responsibility associated with it and 
each director is required to act in the interests of all members. A director 
can not act to advantage any particular group of members over others. Each 
director is accountable to all the members for the performance of their 
duties and is also accountable under the relevant legislation. 

Our Constitution. 
The company constitution defines the objectives of the company, the role 
of the board and the manner in which the board conducts company 
business. 

All directors of this company are voluntary (unpaid) and are required to act 
in accordance with our constitution. 
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Our Business. 
The club is growing rapidly and continually expanding its operations which 
means the responsibility of directors is being increased as well. The board 
is required to manage the direction of the company, the funds of the 
ompany and work toward meeting the club objectives. 

At this time we are too small to employ staff so it falls upon the directors to 
perform all the management and administrative duties. As members make 
themselves available to support the board duties can be delegated by the 
board. 

Corporations Law. 
The law requires that directors act in good faith. 

A director who - 

� makes decisions in good faith and for proper purpose; 

� does not have a material personal interest in the decision; 

� informs themselves to a degree they believe appropriate; 

� makes decisions which are in the best interest of the company - s 
meeting their statutory requirement of due diligence and would 
satisfy the ASIC as to their conduct. 

Further Information. 
Anyone who is contemplating standing for office should ensure that they 
are aware of their responsibilities and obligations as well as the 
repercussions if they do not perform their duties adequately. 

The ASIC web site at www.asic.gov.au has several information sheets 
about the responsibilities of directors. Any prospective director should read 
these. 

Further information can also be found on the web site of the Institute of 
Company Directors at http://www.companydirectors.com.au/default.htm 

A small information pack is also available from the returning officer, 
should you require more information. 

ooOOoo 
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Van-Lectrics 
4WD Dual Battery System Charging 
Many theories and practical advice have been written on this subject but 
the one thing common is that many theories are wrong and not all practical 
advice suits everyone. 

Frequently asked questions 
Q Will my alternator burn out when extra batteries are installed? 

A Alternators are designed to handle all loads when driving at night and 
these loads include driving lights, spot lights, and instrument lights (total 
load approximately 300Watts or 25Amps). Most towing is done through 
the daylight hours and an additional battery will add approximately 
30Amps to the alternator load. 

Alternators can handle up to two additional batteries provided a Voltage 
Sensitive Relay is used. This relay will allow for the starter battery to be 
fully charged, and only then, will it parallel other batteries. This protects 
the alternator from having a flat battery coming on line before the starter 
battery is charged. 

If an alternator is overloaded for long periods of time then you can be sure 
that its lifetime will be reduced. This overload condition comes into play 
when 500Watt sound systems and the like draw a high continuous power 
for Bass Bin speakers and other high current equipment. Alternatively a 
near flat battery will only draw high current for a small amount of time as 
it comes up to charge. 

Q What type of battery should be used? 

A The new AGM deep cycle batteries are excellent under the bonnet and in 
the caravan boot as they not only charge faster than the wet cell deep 
cycles but are maintenance free and come to full capacity with the standard 
output of 14.2Volts from alternators. 

Caution must be taken when selecting a deep cycle battery. The 
FULLRIVER brand has a DC range and an HGL range. The HGL range 
should be selected when charging from the Alternator only. This is a 
hybrid battery and is much easier to charge when flat. The DC range is 
much 
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heavier plated and is quite stubborn to charge from flat thus putting a 
greater load on the alternator. 

This advice changes though when using solar and multi stage 240V 
chargers. 

Q What cable size is best? 

A Cable sizing for minimum voltage drop depends on the length of cable 
run. Springers seem to be the only retailer selling cross sectional area 
cable. This factor needs to be known when assessing voltage drop. The 
6mm cable sold at Springers is 6mm cross sectional area. When purchased 
at an Automotive or Marine shop it is in fact only 4.59mm cross sectional 
area. This is the cause of lots of refrigerator running problems - but getting 
back to under the bonnet - the cable size should be a minimum 13.5mm 
cross sectional area between batteries to avoid voltage drop and therefore 
under charging and sulphating batteries. 

We at Springers have been installing in caravans, boats, mobile homes and 
4wds now for four years. Our installers are fully trained professionals in 
cable sizing and battery technology. 

Written by Brian Springer, member Q00013, of Springers Low Voltage 
Specialists . www.springers.com.au 

ooOOoo 
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Member Benefits 
Competitions. 
We are running our lucky membership number competition again this 
issue. Somewhere in this magazine is a randomly selected members 
number. Find your number and email or write to The Secretary at our Post 
Office Box address to collect a $20 gift card from Bunnings. The Secretary 
must receive your claim by close of Business 30 April, 2007. 

Membership Drive 
Several members have introduced new members and we have been 
recording those introductions. This is one way you can really help our club 
and benefit yourself. For every 5 members you introduce to the club you 
will receive a $5 discount from your next years subscription. If you 
introduce 25 members you will also win a $20 Bunnings gift card. 

The only conditions are that you must write introduced by and your 
number at the bottom of the application form and we must receive the 
application by 30/06/2007. 

Member Discounts. 
Peak Hill Caravan Park now offer our members a 10% discount on the first 
nights accommodation. You must show your membership card when 
booking in. 

Mildura Caravan Park have extended their offer of 10% discount to our 
members. You must show your membership card when booking in. 

Priceless Publishing are also offering our members discounts on their series 
of books Priceless camp sites and rest areas, as advertised in this 
magazine. 

ooOOoo 
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The Advocate 
The Great LPG Regulator Mystery 

Two-stage regulators as fitted to caravans, camper-trailers and other RVs 
have been failing with monotonous regularity for quite some time and a 
number of people, including some ACC members, have had to replace 
multiple regulators at their own expense. 

Information has been sparse, so in an effort to clarify the situation I wrote 
as Chairman of the ACC, to the following people: 

Ben Yates, Caravan, RV & Accommodation Industry of Australia 
(CRVA); Colin Young, Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers 
Association of Australia (RVMAA); Stephen Reynolds, Liquid 
Petroleum Gas Australia (LPG Australia) and The Hon Ian 
Macfarlane MP Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources. 

The full letter is on our web site together with any replies that come in. 

Lionel 

ooOOoo 

Your Board at Work 
I just looked at the ACC mailbox on my computer and see I have filed 786 
messages between our Secretary Grant, other Board members and myself 
since becoming a Board member last year. 

The vast majority of these mail items were from our hard-working 
secretary who has needed our input and decisions about the many areas he 
has been investigating and negotiating behind the scenes for the benefit of 
all members. 

Unfortunately, and frustratingly, many of these negotiations can’t be made 
public until they come to fruition and members could be forgiven if they 
wonder if anything is happening. 

The first edition of the Nomad was received in December as promised and 
we were delighted when so many members congratulated us on the 
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production and the fact that our advertising revenue not only covered our 
costs but also made the club a profit. 

The new ACC Website 
Webmaster Rob also won accolades for the new ACC website and our 
statistics tell us that the site is receiving more than 50 unique visits every 
day. 

We have established links with the Caravan Club in the UK and it may 
come as a surprise that they mail their club magazine to 350,000 members 
every month. They have a network of more that 200 camping areas 
scattered throughout Britain plus many smaller basic areas catering for 
several vans at a time. 

Through the Technical Manager of the Caravan Club we learned of the 
recent report of the UK s National Caravan Council about the ongoing 
problem of failing LPG regulators. You can access this by visiting our 
website. 

Social get-togethers in three States 
The Qld and NSW Meets are reported elsewhere in the magazine but 
needless to say we are delighted that we have got the social aspect of our 
charter off to such a good start with the Vic Meet happening just too late to 
be included in this issue. Our thanks and congratulations to the organisers 
who made it happen. 

I started by mentioning the work being done by Secretary Grant, but I 
would be remiss if I didn t mention the fact that Grant s partner, Treasurer 
Julie, has been equally busy. Besides our complex financial management 
and the reports she presents to our Board meetings, she finds time to chase 
around the countryside with Grant on club business. An example is the 
Australia Day weekend when they hooked up the Jayco and spent the entire 
weekend rushing around northern NSW seeking and finding a venue for 
our Annual get-together and the Annual General Meeting. They even make 
time on their trips to hand out club brochures to caravanners filling up at 
service stations along the way. 

This issue has brochures and application forms enclosed so if you want to 
help you too can spread the word! 

ooOOoo 
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In Appreciation. 
Our Social Organisers 

In this issue the board would like to express its appreciation to the 
members who have volunteered to organise our initial social events, our 
Meet & Greets. Its amazing how thankless this task can be especially when 
many people only are prepared to accept what they want. We must all 
remember that there is a wide range of opinion on what parks we should 
stay in. For the future we can only try to find a range of options over 
different events so we all have a taste of what we would like. 

All of our organisers went to great lengths to locate the best compromise 
location in their area. They measured and costed all options. They drove 
around parks trying to find one which came as close as possible to meeting 
as many of the criteria as possible. They considered park costs, extra costs 
in hiring marquees where necessary, distances to travel, types of roads, 
easy access, local attractions, cost of parks and pet policy. 

To - 

Ray & Lyn (Queensland). 
Ken (New South Wales) 
John (Victoria) 

Thank you all. 

Contributors 

Many thanks to our members who have made the effort and taken the time 
to contribute to this magazine. 

Advertisers & Sponsors. 

We also would like to express our appreciation to the advertisers in The 
Nomad. We urge all members to consider using the services of our 
advertisers as they are supporting us in such a practical way. 

ooOOoo 
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Letters to the Editor 
Pet friendly Parks. 
As our dog always travels with us, we would like to suggest when 
compiling caravan park lists that are included in the Nomad, could you 
please detail if they accept dogs. We would be interested to obtain other 
caravanners views who also travel with their dogs. 

Our dog is family. 

Rex & Dot Pochon 

Member A00004 

Editor’s note: We replied to Rex and Dot suggesting they look on the ACC 
website for the link to member Gary Stratton s list of dog friendly parks at: 
www.k9.bounceme.net/ 

The Secret Club 
I have just received my copy of the February 07 issue of the Caravan & 
Motorhome magazine. And guess what Lionel, your reply to Vince Davis 
does not appear in the magazine. However, there is a reply to Vince Davis 
from Ray Stevens, Secretary, Assoc of Caravan Clubs of Vic. Surely Ray 
Stevens must be aware of the newly formed ACC???? And the C & M 

magazine not printing Lionel's reply????? What's going on???? If I didn't 
know better, I would say that the gods are conspiring against the ACC. I 
hope things get better as the year progresses. 

Cheers 

Michael Dickinson 

Member Q00022 

We suggested that Michael write to C & M Magazine himself and he did so 
straight away. Here s part of what he said: 

“Recently, D Curry of Gilgandra, NSW again raised the issue in the Sept 
06 issue of C&M of a National Caravan Organisation to represent caravan 
owners and their needs. And in the Jan 07 issue of C&M, Vince Davis of 
Narangba, Qld took up the issue of a National Caravan Organisation. Yet 
again in the current issue (Feb 2007), there is a follow up article about a 
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National Caravan Organisation from Ray Stevens, Secretary, Association 
of Caravan Clubs of Victoria Inc.  

Well, the good news is that a National Caravan Organisation has recently 
been formed. It is called the Australian Caravan Club and its aims are to 
represent caravanners nationally.” 

He went on to give contact details. Well done Michael it will be interesting 
to see if there s any response this time. Ed. News Flash: The magazine has 
now contacted Michael & advised that the coming March issue has articles 
about our club. 

 

Dear Editor, 

I have attached a copy of an article that appeared in the Pine Rivers Press 
on Wednesday 22 November 2006, titled “Campers cop flak”. 

For a very long period of time now, many travellers have been completely 
disregarding the time limit set by Council and overstaying the 48 hours in 
30 days. Some travellers have remained in the park for weeks at a time, and 
some days the park was so full, you couldn’t swing a cat. Now, because of 
some selfish and inconsiderate travellers (both Motorhomers and 
Caravanners), longer stopovers in Wyllie Park have come to an end. You 
can drive by Wyllie Park any day of the week now and see only a handful 
of travellers in the park, and they are gone after 48 hours.  
I have forwarded this information about Wyllie Park so that it can be 
passed on to our members. I have also forwarded it to the CMCA for their 
members. 

Michael Dickinson 

Q00022 

Editor’s note. Lionel has written to the Pine Rivers Shire Council and the 
Department of Main Roads asking that consideration be given to making 
this rest area a 48hr stop limited to members of the ACC and CMCA 
displaying their membership stickers. Members of these clubs are unlikely 
to abuse the privilege. 

ooOOoo 
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From Lionel s Mailbag 
Hi there Lionel 

My mother and her partner are planning to drive around Oz next year 
(starting from Perth and heading for the Eastern states I believe) and since I 
have found your website I will definitely put them onto it. 

For now - I was wondering if you had any experiences with, or opinions 
on, portable solar power, or if you could point me to someone who could 
answer some questions for me. I was thinking about buying my Mum 
something along these lines as a caravan warming pressie but the websites 
I have visited are relatively technical (wattage and volts etc and I have no 
idea what needs to run what in a caravan) - so I am looking for some 
simple advice as to where I could start (or if I should start at all?). 

Also - I am concerned that they should take basic self-rescue equipment 
with them, and again, not having much knowledge about what might be 
needed specifically for caravanning I am looking for some guidance there 
too. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you and regards. 

The first question in reply is: Will they be staying mostly in caravan parks 
r will they be doing a fair amount of 'bush' camping? If they intend using 
caravan parks there is no need for auxiliary power whether from solar 
panels or a generator. 

Solar panels are expensive and there is no point in carrying them if they 
won't be used. However if they intend doing a lot of camping in National 
Parks etc they could find it very handy to have some alternate power 
source. Then here comes all the technical stuff! What will they want to 
run? Size of panels is governed by the amount of power they need. They 
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will need batteries because the solar only works in daytime - do they have 
them already in the van? How big are they? 

The usual things people want to run in a caravan are the lights, TV and/or 
radio and/or DVD player and/or VCR, charging for mobile phone, torch, 
laptop computer, etc. Things like heaters, toasters, etc are out as 
they consume too much power. 

You need to talk to your folks to find out what they intend and if 
solar would be an advantage to them and worth the cost and weight/ 

size. 
I'm not sure what self-rescue equipment you mean. They need a basic first 
aid kit and a mobile phone although it will be out of range for a lot of the 
time when away from major centres. A satellite phone although expensive 
would mean they would be able to communicate wherever they are. Have a 
look for a start at my 'communications' link on the front page of the 
website. UHF CB radio is sometimes handy. 

I recommend belonging to the top road service plan although this does not 
cover all the towing in remote areas. 

Regards, 

Lionel 

(Answers are only my personal opinion - I am not qualified to give 
technical advice) 

Thank you so much for your quick response! That was just the advice that I 
was after. In fact a sat phone may be what I give them instead just to make 
sure they have the ability to call for help under any circumstances. I’ll chat 
to them about their power arrangements as well just to be sure. 

Thank you and regards . 

ooOOoo 
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