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Club Management 
The Directors of the Club are - 

Lionel Mussell     - Chair 
     - Publicity Officer 

Grant Stable    - Secretary 

Julie Baldwin    - Treasurer 

Rob Tudor    - Web Master 

John Stainer    - Director 

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the responsibility for 
the benefit of our members. 

ooOOoo 

The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club Limited for the benefit 
of club members. 

ISSN 1835-1646 

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been used. 

Opinions expressed in any article are those of the author and not necessarily those of 
the Club Management. 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and readers 
should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a recommendation as to 
the suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised. 

ooOOoo 

Contributions and Articles from readers for publication and photographs are most welcome. Material  
may be submitted on CD or disk, in Microsoft Word or plain text and can be posted, or emailed to: 

editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Digital photographs should be sent as separate high resolution jpegs. Neat, handwritten, submissions  
will also be accepted.  
Advertising rates and availability may be determined by contacting the Club Secretary at: 

secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au.
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From the Chair 

When Rob took that happy snap of my Vi 
double dinking with Robyn Ward in the 
wheelchair after the Saturday night dinner at 
the Byron Bay Annual Muster, I little 
dreamt that it would be part of a montage 
commemorating her wonderful life shown at 
her funeral just a few short months later. 

Vi was part of everything I did and she 
would want us to remember all the good 
times we enjoyed together at musters and 
UWEs where she captured so many hearts 
with her kind gentle manner and ready 
smile.

I was overwhelmed by all the expressions of 
sympathy whether by cards, emails, messages on the forums or by personal phone 
calls. There were far too many to answer individually so please accept my thanks and 
the thanks of our family. Chris, Jackie and Sue were a wonderful comfort to me and I 
in turn tried to give them strength as we held together through those dark days lead-
ing up to us having to say goodbye. 

Rob spoke most eloquently for you all during the ceremony and read excerpts from 
many of the forum messages.  Thanks Rob. 

Now for the Good News

We are delighted that we will 
have a presence at the forth-
coming Sydney Supershow. 
Promotions and Marketing 
Committee Chairman, Barry 
Konemann, will be looking 
after our stand and I’ll be there 
helping as well. There are de-
tails elsewhere in the magazine 
but we do need some volun-
teers to assist us. 

This will be a great opportunity 
to promote our club so if you 
are going to the show make 
sure you call and say G’day at 
the ACC stand downstairs on 
level 1. Wouldn’t hurt to wear 
your ACC shirt either! 



4

Forum

Our forum is up and running very well with more than 100 members already using it. 
It’s simple to get your password – details are on the website. The great thing is that 
once you have access to the forum you don’t need to hunt for the Nomad wrapper 
you threw out, to find the new password as the forum access gets you in to the main 
site as well. 

Committees 

Our three committees are doing a great job and contacting them will be easier from 
now on as they will all have an Australian Caravan Club email address. The details 
are under Committees but mine is: chair@australiancaravanclub.com.au. 

The Committee Reports show a great deal of activity on our behalf - so thanks peo-
ple. If you can help I’m sure they’d love to hear from you. 

Now the Nomad is being professionally printed, we need lots more ads to offset the 
costs. It reaches more than a thousand keen caravanners each mailing and many more 
see it after that so there’s a very focussed target audience. If you think your business 
could benefit by exposure to the membership or if you are connected with a business 
that could be interested let either Barry or the editors know and we’ll take it from 
there.

The ACC has entered 2008 in a very healthy state with growing membership, forma-
tion of new branches, increased benefits for members and a dynamic website and 
members forum   

We still need many more members before our voice swells from a whisper to a roar. 
Have you introduced a new member lately? Have you wondered about starting a 
branch in your area? Have you written a story for the Nomad? Have you spread the 
word when visiting caravan parks or sipping a cold one at happy hour? 

If the answer is yes – good on you. If no – give it a try. 

Till next time, 

Lionel 

ooOOoo 

Don’t Forget 
AGM & National Muster 

Casino Village (NSW) 25th—28th September, 2008
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Travelling with a Difference by Leanne Forrest-Rathbone 

Leanne Forrest-Rathbone, a ranger at the Finke Gorge National Park,  asks, “Are you 
planning a trip around Australia?” “Why not experience the Red Centre in a unique 
way?”
Volunteering at Finke Gorge National Park ‘was a privilege and pleasure’ according 

to Jude and Dallas, who spent time here in June 2007. It provided a 
unique chance to ‘meet some extraordinary people and immerse ourselves in some 
extraordinary country’. Finke Gorge National Park, better known as Palm Valley, is 
140km west of Alice Springs and needs volunteers to help with the maintenance of 
the campground and picnic 
area within the park. Rangers 
encourage volunteers to get 
involved in projects as they 
desire and according to their 
skills. It is an opportunity for 
travellers to stay in one spot for 
a while and experience the 
magic of the desert. The work 
involves 2 to 4 hours per day 
and the rest of the day is yours 
to explore the 46 000 hectares 
that make up this unique part of 
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Central Australia. There are over 600 plant 
species, an abundance of  birds and rep-
tiles, and the rare Black-footed rock walla-
bies and other macropods to keep the natu-
ralists entertained. 

Pete and Eve were here for 2 weeks in May 
2007 and thought ‘the cleaning was not 
much different to cleaning your own yard 
and house’. They enjoyed it so much they 

are coming back in June 2008.  Jude and Dallas said that working with rangers in this 
way ‘gave them a chance to get an insight into the way parks are run and the ongoing 
role of the Rangers’. Kate, who volunteered here for the whole month of September 
in 2006 summed it up by simply saying ‘it was wonderful’! 

The Rangers at Finke Gorge National Park encourage travellers of any age and with 
any experience to become part of our team to discover the secrets of this magnificent 
place.
We take volunteers from May to October and ask that people stay for a minimum of 
2 weeks. Accommodation is provided at the ranger station, which is a great way to 
get out of the tent and into a temporary home, away from the other tourists.  A high 
clearance 4WD is required to access the park. If you are interested, please contact the 
Rangers on 08 8956 7401 or email leanne.rathbone@nt.gov.au for more informa-
tion. Opportunities to volunteer in other parks within Central Australia can also be 
arranged. 

Come and Volunteer in the Red Centre, you will be rewarded with breathtaking 
sights and memories you will cherish forever. 

ooOOoo 

Peak Hill—On Air and On-Line 

Those of you that travel the Newell Highway will be familiar with the village of Peak 
Hill, just north of Parkes (NSW). 

The Nomad has just learned that Peak Hill now has its own community radio sta-
tion—Peak Hill FM is at 88.0 on the dial and provides the full gamut of local news 
and weather reports as well as emergency alerts and other items of interest to travel-
lers and locals alike.  

On the net you can find them at www.phfm.net.au and, with a broadband setup, can 
listen in to their streaming service. 

Incidentally they are on the lookout for an older caravan that could be converted to a 
mobile studio. If you know of such a beast, that could be had for nil/low cost, contact 
Peter Herman via email at phfm88.00fm@phfm.net.au. 

ooOOoo 
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The Bio Fuels Question by John Eager

Over the past few years, motorists have been increasingly exposed to the term “Bio 
Fuel” in conjunction with the Global Warming debate around the world. 

Two important challenges currently facing Australia are climate change from the use 
of fossil fuels and security of our fuel supplies. With regard to the automotive indus-
try, there has been a lot research and discussion concerning the use of bio-fuels in 
automotive engines. 

Bio Fuel for Automotive Petrol Engines. Ethanol is a renewable non-fossil fuel that 
helps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and reliance on fossil fuels. 

In the case of the petrol engine, the use of Ethanol in petrol is becoming more com-
mon throughout major industrial countries.   Here in Australia all of the oil compa-
nies now have petrol that contains 5% and 10% ethanol, or Ethyl Alcohol and this 
petrol will have the name E5 or E10 as a part of the brand name. 

Ethanol is usually made from crops such as wheat or sugar cane, but it could just as 
easily be made from any other agricultural crop.  

How does ethanol-enhanced fuel help lower greenhouse gas emissions?  
When the ethanol component of E10 Unleaded is burned, the carbon dioxide it re-
leases into the atmosphere is actually used by plants to grow, including the crops that 
can be used to create ethanol. This 'cycling' of carbon reduces the build-up of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere. The amount of greenhouse benefit varies depending on 
how the ethanol is produced and the crops used as feedstock. 

The question asked by many motorists is, can I use E5 or E10 Unleaded in my 
car?  The use of E10 petrol is suitable for use in most new and many older cars, utes 
and vans without affecting the manufacturer's warranty. However, E10 petrol should 
not be used in marine craft, ultra light aircraft or other equipment without first con-
sulting the manufacturer.  

The reason some petrol vehicles cannot use ethanol enhanced petrol is generally be-
cause they are pre 1986. Vehicles made before 1986 were predominantly equipped 
with carburetors and steel fuel tanks. 

The use of ethanol-blended petrol affects the air/fuel ratio because of the additional 
oxygen molecules within the ethanol's chemical structure. 

Although ethanol is as volatile as straight petrol and actually has an Octane rating of 
about 100, it does not have the energy of petrol itself (similar to Auto Gas), thus even 
if it could be used at 100%, fuel consumption would be reduced. 

Vehicles with carburettor fuel systems may experience hot fuel handling concerns. 
This is because the vapour pressure of fuel with ethanol will be greater (if the base 
fuel is not chemically adjusted) and probability of vapour lock or hot restart ability 
problems will be increased. 
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As a solvent, ethanol attacks both the metallic and rubber based fuels lines, and other 
fuel system components.  Auto manufacturers therefore have now to build their vehi-

cle engines accordingly.

Ethanol also has an affinity to water (i.e., hydroscopic) that can result in corrosion of 
fuel tanks and fuel lines. Rust resulting from this corrosion can ultimately block the 
fuel supply rendering the engine inoperable. Water in the fuel system can also result 
in the engine hesitating and running roughly. 

In early fuel injected petrol engines the same problems that affected carburetor en-
gines can also apply.  Because the vapour pressure of ethanol is higher than straight 
petrol, vapour lock is a possibility, unless the base fuel is adjusted accordingly. 

Most oil company service stations selling ethanol blended petrol will have a list of 
vehicle makes suitable to run on ethanol, for those motorist’s who are not sure if their 
vehicle should be using ethanol blended petrol. 

Bio Fuel for Automotive Diesel Engines. An automotive diesel engine operates by 
spontaneous ignition, unlike a petrol engine, which operates by spark ignition. 

The qualities therefore of diesel are quite the opposite to that of petrol.  As petrol has 
an Octane number which is usually referred to as RON 91, RON 98 etc (Research 
Octane Number), which is an indication of the ability of the petrol to resist spontane-
ous ignition.  

Diesel on the other hand has a Cetane number, an indication of its ability to sponta-
neously ignite, and this Cetane number does not change much provided it falls with 
in the standards set by the Australian Standards Association, or similar standards as 
set in other countries around the world (The Cetane number of diesel in Australia 
must be between 45 and 55). 

With the Cetane number in mind, Bio Diesel can be made from a number of non hy-
drocarbon products. Properly treated canola oil, sunflower oil, used cooking oil, are 
some of the alternatives that spring to mind.  

Trials are being conducted with a blend of used engine oil and standard diesel, in this 
way the used engine oil (properly treated) is disposed of at the same time as reducing 
the amount of diesel used.  The blend for this is 25% used oil to 75% pure diesel and 
the trials have found engines to run just as well as on 100% diesel. 

The important point to producing Bio Diesel is getting the viscosity and Cetane right 
for proper combustion.  Generally, a diesel engine only ignites about 70% - 80% of 
the fuel pumped in to the engine; the remainder is blown out the exhaust as unburnt 
fuel.  The more efficient the diesel engine is the less fuel it will burn; even so, a die-
sel engine is still more economical to run than a similar size petrol engine and well 
tuned, will have lower emissions than a petrol engine. 

The Bio Diesel now produced by some of the major oil companies in Australia, usu-
ally contains about 2% of non-hydrocarbon diesel, in the form of vegetable oils or 
even animal fats.  Any automotive diesel engine can run on these new generation  
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diesels without any problems because they are within the A.S.A. specifications. 

For owners of diesel engine vehicles, an alternative to running on straight diesel is to 
have an auto gas conversion fitted. 

For example, I run a Land Rover TD5 to which I have now had a 25 litre LPG tank 
and computer system fitted so as to be able to run on a combination of both diesel 
and Auto Gas (the LPG tank need only be about one third the size of the diesel tank, 
the ratio of gas used to diesel).The gas mixes with the air prior to entering the turbo 
charger and allows for better combustion of the diesel.  Instead of about 80% of the 
diesel being ignited, my engine probably ignites about 90% - 95%, thus giving me 
more power and better fuel consumption. 

The beauty of this conversion, aside from running a cleaner and more fuel efficient 
engine, is that the Government will reimburse $2,000 for the cost of the installation, I 
can highly recommend it. 

ooOOoo 

Ozparks / Green Parks 

The Green Park scheme was launched in mid 2007 
and according to Oz Park CEO John Corrall,  Oz 
Parks is the first national caravan & tourist park 
chain to adopt such a program.  “We are very con-
scious of the need to develop a sustainable industry, 
and wanted a scheme that would allow our members 
to do something positive for the environment.” 

“When a member of the chain becomes Green Park 
certified, they have to physically perform a number 
of tasks along sustainable tourism lines.”  He said. 

To be certified as a Green Park Operator, member parks must carry out a set task in 
all of the five sustainability criteria, including; Green House Reduction, Water Con-
servation, Waste and Recycling Management, Habitat and Biodiversity, and Social 
and Community. 

The Oz Park ‘Green Park’ scheme has done just that with almost 40% of the chain 
being certified to date, from Hervey Bay to Phillip Island and from Sydney to Cob-
dogla in South Australia, with the others working towards their ‘Green Park’ certifi-
cation. 

P.S. ACC members receive a 10% discount at all members of the OzParks chain. 

(Conditions apply). 

ooOOoo 
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RV Stopovers Multiply in Tasmania 
Donald Reid (Independent Camping Committee) 

We are presently touring Tasmania, where we lived for most of our lives before set-
ting out on our Grey Nomad lives almost ten years back.  We still have family in 
Tasmania so we have good reason to revisit now and then. 

We brought our van with us across Bass Strait and we are now rediscovering Tasma-
nia and checking on the facilities offered to touring caravanners.  It’s been an eye-
opener to see just how the locals are embracing RV tourists and enticing us to spend 
our dollars in their towns.  Far from closing down rest areas and showgrounds - as is 
happening in other states - Tasmanians seem to be opening up new RV Stopovers in 
every second town.  From Latrobe, Deloraine and Evandale in the north, through 
Campbell Town and Oatlands in the midlands, to Sorell and Franklin in the south, 
basic camping areas are being set aside in the middle of towns to cater for self-
contained RV travellers.  Many are set up in the rear of country pubs, others are 
within a short walk of the shopping centre.  What more could you wish for?  Quite a 
few RV Stopovers are set in beautiful picturesque surroundings that many up-market 
tourists pay big dollars to enjoy. 

If you want to take advantage of these stopovers your van has to be self-contained.  
You need to carry your own fresh water, be independent of electric power, have your 
own sealed rubbish bin, a sealed grey water container and an on-board toilet.  We 
found that the van does not have to be certified as self-contained.  Just do the right 
thing and you will be welcome to camp at least overnight and sometimes for a couple 
of days. 

RV Stopovers are a bit like bush camps in the middle of town.  Some will have toi-
lets on site or nearby.  Some will have a dump point and fresh water on-site.   

Others may even have coin operated hot showers close handy.  In addition, many will 
have rubbish bins.  However, the 
general rule is to be completely 
self-contained.  Those sites with 
amenities are a bonus.  While 
RV Stopovers are generally free 
we did find a couple where a 
small charge is levied.  Dump 
Points to properly dispose of 
your black and grey water are 
also proliferating around Tasma-
nia.

Booklets containing lists of 
dump points are available at 
Tourist Information Centres 
throughout Tasmania. 

Not many of these signs in other states - 
Tasmania leads the way! 
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RV Stopovers are appearing in other states but Tasmania seems to be leading the 
field.  Caravanners can reduce their camping costs in Tasmania by taking advantage 
of these initiatives.  But remember to do the right thing.  Don’t leave a mess, be con-
siderate of the local resident neighbours, don’t abuse the privilege being extended to 
you by the townsfolk and remember to spend some dollars with the local traders. 

We are putting together a listing of RV Stopovers and other budget and free camps 
throughout Australia.  Sites must be authorised and RV camping must be expressly 
allowed by the landowner or relevant authority before we will include them on our 
lists.  If you know of any sites that fit the bill contact us at: 
dlmereid@bigpond.net.au 

ooOOoo 

News for Wine-lovers 

A range of Margaret River wines has been released in a type of packaging directed at 
the caravan and boating world. 

The ‘Cheerpack’ is a soft plastic container that holds the same amount of wine as the 
usual bottle—750ml—yet with half the weight of the bottled product. A 12 pack case 
of Cheerpak can be up to 9 kg lighter than the traditional case. 

They are environmentally friendly, around 80% of the impact on our environment in 
production, supply, and disposal is claimed. 

You can find more information on this innovative product at GoSeeAustralia.com.au. 

ooOOoo 
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NEW EDITORIAL TEAM FOR THE NOMAD (by Lionel) 

After doing a great job doing the lion’s share of editing and  producing the Nomad 
for the first five issues Grant has stepped down and the new team has taken over – at 
least it’s a 50% new team as I’m still there as co-editor. 

We are very lucky that Alan Lazarus has volunteered to help with the  Nomad and 
when you read his wealth of experience and interests I’m  sure you’ll agree that we 
are fortunate to have him in the role of co- editor. Welcome aboard Laz! 

Meet our new Co-Editor—Alan (Laz to his mates) is a 60 year old, fifth generation 
Australian, who recently accepted early retirement following a 33 year career with 
Telstra. He spent his formative years on the south coast of NSW where he got the 
travelling bug, he and a friend hitch-hiking from Wollongong to Perth in 1965. 

Although by trade he is a Radio Mechanic, he joined the then PMG as a trainee line-
man and at retirement was Telstra’s National Manager for Technical Standards. He is 
a qualified Marriage Celebrant, and also holds an unrestricted private pilots licence.  

VH—LZO, Now, where to fit the Tow Hitch! 

He is currently in the final stages of completing a course in Travel Photojournalism 
and has had travel-related material accepted by several publications. He is quite well 
travelled having worked on various telecommunications projects in Papua New 
Guinea (where he lived for several years), Nauru, Laos and Thailand, and has also 
visited the UK, Ireland, New Zealand, parts of Europe, the Phillipines, and Fiji 
purely for pleasure. 

A skilled ‘jack of all trades’ Alan owns his own aircraft, VH – LZO, which he built  
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Home away from home for the Lazarus’. 

from a set of plans in the garage of his suburban Melbourne home. The project took 
some 5 years, and LZO now resides in its hangar at Kyneton Airport (Vic),  much to 
the relief of his wife and neighbours. 

Alan and his wife Deirdre are avid caravanners. Their current ‘casa-de-wheels’ is 
an18’6 (internal) Ascot II, by Concept Caravans. Tow vehicle is a Ford Territory 
AWD. As Deirdre, unlike Alan, is not yet retired (she is employed by the local coun-
cil as a home carer for the elderly) their trips are, of necessity, relatively short. How-
ever in the past few years they have managed to cover a lot of ground throughout  

Qld, NSW, SA and of course their home state of Victoria. They have a fondness for 
the bush, the outback in particular, and like to trace the routes of the early explorers 
whenever they can. On their travels they are usually accompanied by their 2 dogs – 
Jayne the Jack Russell, and Pipi the Chihuahua.  

When not flying over the country, or driving across it, Alan fills in his spare time 
making childrens toys, writing, photography, and lately fishing. 

Alan and Deirdre have 11 grand-children whom they spoil rotten at every opportu-
nity. Their home is in Patterson Lakes, a stones throw from Port Phillip Bay, at the 
top end of the Mornington Peninsula. 

Alan is excited about his involvement with the Nomad – it allows him to contribute 
in a small way to the ACC, of which he is an early member (V00012), and to exer-
cise and maintain his computer and word-smithing skills. He likes to meet new peo-
ple and to imbibe of a plonk or three when the occasion demands. His outlook on life 
is quite simple; “Don’t just talk it – do it”. 

ooOOoo
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Election of Directors to the Board of Australian Caravan Club 

Limited.

(ACN 121 300 856) 

2008

I have been appointed Returning Officer for election of Directors to the Board of 
Australian Caravan Club Limited. In accordance with the Club’s Constitution there 
are TWO directors to be elected this year. 

Nominations are invited from eligible members (Financial Ordinary Member, Life 
Member or Honorary Life Member) for the above two positions. 

For a nomination to be valid it must be made in writing and signed by at least two 
financial members entitled to vote at a general meeting and be accompanied by a 
written statement from the nominee confirming their acceptance of the nomination. 

Nominations must include 

 ! Name. 

 ! Postal Address. 

 ! Membership Number. 

 ! Signature of the nominee and all nominators. 

 ! The acceptance by the nominee. 

 ! A brief curriculum vitae or resume, of no more than 100 words, prefera-
bly accompanied by a recent photograph of the nominee, which will be 
inserted  with ballot papers. 

Nominations, acceptances and statements must be lodged by mail or hand delivered, 
to be with the Returning Officer, Australian Caravan Club Limited by 12 noon on 
Friday 26th April, 2008. Applications received after this date will not be accepted 
unless they are clearly postmarked not less than one day prior to the closing date. 

Nominations together with acceptance and other information should be sent to: 

The Returning Officer, 

75 Green Street, 

BATHURST.   N.S.W.   2795 

Should a ballot be necessary, a postal ballot will be held. Please contact me by mail 
or email if you have any questions related to the conduct of the election. 

Barry W. Konemann. 
Returning Officer 
Email:  b.konnemann@tpg.com.au 

ooOOoo 
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Responsibilities of a Director. 
As our name implies we are a public company. The statutory body  which enforces 
the Corporations Law and oversees companies is the ASIC (Australian Investment 
Securities Commission).  Under the law a person who  is a recent bankrupt or has 
been convicted under the Corporations Law is not permitted to hold office as a direc-
tor.  

The Office of director has significant responsibility associated with it and each direc-
tor is required to act in the interests of all members. A director can not act to advan-
tage any particular group of members over others.  Each director is accountable to all 
the members for the performance of their duties and is also accountable under the 
relevant legislation. 

Our Constitution. The company constitution defines the objectives of the company, 
the role of the board and the manner in which the board conducts company business. 
All directors of this company are voluntary (unpaid) and are required to act in accor-
dance with our constitution. 

Our Business. The club is growing rapidly and continually expanding its operations 
which means the responsibility of directors is being increased as well. The board is 
required to manage the direction of the company, the funds of the company and work 
toward meeting the club objectives.  

At this time we are too small to employ staff so it falls upon the directors to perform 
all the management and administrative duties. As members make themselves avail-
able to support the board duties can be delegated by the board. 

Corporations Law. The law requires that directors act in good faith.  
A director who -  

 ! makes decisions in good faith and for proper purpose;  

 ! does not have a material personal interest in the decision; 

 ! informs themselves to a degree they believe appropriate; 

 ! makes decisions which are in the best interest of the company - 
is meeting their statutory requirement of due diligence and would satisfy the ASIC as 
to their conduct. 

Further Information. Anyone who is contemplating standing for office should en-
sure that they are aware of their responsibilities and obligations.   

The ASIC web site at www.asic.gov.au has several information sheets about the re-
sponsibilities of directors. Any prospective director should read these. 

Further information can also be found on the web site of the Institute of Company 
Directors at  http://www.companydirectors.com.au/default.htm 

ooOOoo 
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Member Benefits 

Your ACC Membership entitles you to a number of benefits which can make life on 
the road more pleasant , for you and your family.  

Benefits include: 

 ! Discounts at several businesses servicing the caravanning public 

 ! Discounts at a number of individual caravan parks, as well as the OZ 
Parks chain of caravan and tourist parks 

 ! Access to an increasing number of state based social events via the 
ACC branches 

 ! Access to education and advice on matters pertaining to caravan con-
struction and maintenance 

 ! Representation to government and statutory bodies by way of a sin-
gular, representative group 

 ! Representation to the caravan industry as a whole, again via a singu-
lar, representative body. 

See the website, or contact the ACC Secretary for full details. Note that some condi-
tions apply to receiving discounts from our sponsors, please make yourselves aware 
of these. 

Stop Press! 

Another caravan park has generously decided to offer a discount to ACC members: 
On production of your membership card, the Pyramid Holiday Park at Tweed Heads 
will give a 10% discount. Their details are: 

Pyramid Holiday Park 
145 Kennedy Drive 

Tweed Heads, NSW 2485 

www.pyramidpark.com.au/ 

ooOOoo 

Early morning mist adds a surreal 

touch to Victoria Lake , in the heart 

of Shepparton, Victoria. 
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Technical Things by Tom Olthoff 

To WDH or not to WDH – that is the question. 

Over the years big strides have been made in getting caravanners to see the benefits 
of using the right towing equipment to provide the desired safety when towing. A 
weight distributing hitch (WDH) is one of these pieces of equipment. Sometimes 
these are referred to as load levelling devices or torsion bars, ride levellers or anti-
sway bars. The last three terms don’t really describe what this equipment is all about. 

Sadly there are still many, RV industry people, journalists and car company engi-
neers included, who believe that using a WDH is not necessary. Reasons given in-
clude – “reducing the ball load will do the trick” - “having a trailer coupling push-

ing down on the towball doesn’t make any difference to the way the car behaves” and 
“see how it goes and if you have a problem then fit a hitch”.

Experienced people will realise that the above three comments are not the way to go. 
A certain amount of ball load is necessary, weight on the towball does affect the be-
haviour of the tow vehicle (and ultimately the safety) and you don’t wait until you 
have had a close shave and then invest in some safety equipment. 

I believe that one reason that there are so many varied opinions is the internet and the 
caravanning forums. While they can be beneficial, these have also helped to develop 
instant experts. Anyone can put Q00206 anything on the internet without the informa-
tion being vetted or validated. And a great deal of the information is a long way off 
the mark. Unfortunately the uninitiated often believe all that is offered on the inter-
net. 

To try and make the situation a little clearer we need to examine a few facts. 

For any trailer to tow in a stable manner the Centre of Gravity (this is the point where 
the majority of trailer weight is concentrated) needs to be in front of the axle (or axle 
group) centre. 

To achieve this about 60% of the load needs to be in front of the axle and 40% be-
hind. While this is hard to calculate, it generally results in about 10% of the total load 
being at the coupling. We call this the ball load. 

When a vertical load is placed on the towball, the rear of the vehicle goes down and 
the front rises just like a seesaw. 

The reason the front of the car rises is that weight is taken off the front wheels by the 
action of the downward force on the towball. This occurs irrespective of the type and 
size of vehicle or the type of suspension fitted. 

This weight transfer from the front wheels to the rear wheels decreases the contact 
between the front tyres and the road and can affect the steering and braking and the 
traction in the case of a front wheel drive car. At the same time more weight is being 
carried by the rear axle/wheels. 
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Raising the rear of the car by means of stronger springs or airbags does not fix the 
problem. While the rear may return to its original height, the weight is still there and 
no weight has been returned to the front. 

The only way that the front can be returned to its original unladen height is to reverse 
the action that took place when the load was placed on the ball in the first place. In 
other words, pull up on the towball or towbar. This is the function of the WDH. It is 
sometimes referred to as the wheelbarrow principle. 

If we accept that: 
(1) the majority of the trailer weight has to be in front of the axle, 
(2) a vertical load on the towball causes weight to be taken off the front wheels, 
(3) less contact between the front tyres and road is undesirable, 
(4) when towing we need as much control over the outfit as possible, 
(5) waiting until something goes wrong is not the best approach, 

then we should be using a WDH whenever the load on the towball changes the atti-
tude of the towing vehicle. 

I have said this on numerous occasions but it is worth repeating. Those who don’t 
believe that it is necessary to use a WDH or believe in discovery learning (see what 
happens without one), should not be taking out insurance on their car and caravan 
until something has gone wrong. Having said that, no-one in their right mind would 
not insure their vehicles, after all you never know when the unforseen may happen. 

If you think about a WDH as insurance you can’t go too far wrong. Considering the 
value of the car, van, content and people, spending $600-$700 on a piece of equip-
ment that increases the overall safety should not be hard to justify. 

P.S. Tom is happy to answer member’s queries in regard to problems encountered 
with their caravan. Send him an email acaratech@bigpond.com and quote your mem-
bership number. But please don’t take up his valuable time with questions like – 
“which way should I travel around Oz?” Ed. 

ooOOoo 

STOP PRESS! From Lionel

I had the following enquiry from a member recently and as I didn’t know the answer 
I referred it to our Technical Advisor. 

Hi Lionel,    

               Could you please point me in the right direction on how to remove a Camec 
Triple lock door handle? Have undone the two screws holding it together but handle 
assembly will not come apart. Advice would be appreciated, 

Tom replied: 

I think that I may be able to help you come to grips with the handle situation. 

It is just as well that you asked the question and didn't rely on brute force (well, I  
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hope that you didn't). The reason that the handle won't come off after removing two 
screw is that there is a third screw. This is hidden behind the vertical slide on the 
inside of the door. This can be moved down by activating the small catch above. 

If you are fitting a new lock, there will be dismantling/assembly instructions supplied 
with the lock. Even if you are only removing the assembly for servicing, it may be a 
good idea to get hold of a set of instructions as the assembly can be a bit fiddly for 
the uninitiated. 

Should you not be buying a new lock and have difficulties getting hold of some fit-
ting instructions get back to me with either a fax number or postal address and I'll 
send same. 

Best of luck.. 
Tom. 

Great service Tom – thanks.  

ooOOoo 

Lucky Member Number 
A members number is located somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours you have 
until May 28th, 2008 to contact the Secretary and claim your prize. The prize is a $20 
Bunnings gift voucher. Good hunting - last issue’s lucky member number went un-
claimed! 

Club Branches 

Plenty of action from the ACC branches, since our last issue around seven musters 
have been held, including the inaugural muster of the Wide Bay Burnett Branch. If 
the reports and photos are anything to go by, all have been very successful and enjoy-
able events. 

Congratulations also to our members on the Gold Coast with the formation of the 
newest ACC Branch— Gold Coast Gadabouts. 

The branches are a great way to meet your fellow caravanners, and to enjoy the social 
side of caravanning. Why not call your local branch for a chat. (Branch contacts are 
listed on Page 40). Meet them on their next muster and decide if you wish to join. 

No branch handy to you? Why not form one? Contact the ACC Secretary and ask for 
the information booklet, help is only a phone call away, and you will receive all the 
support you need. 

Branch Secretaries should note that the deadline for contributions from branches is 
the second Monday of the month prior to publication. Contributions may be emailed 
in Word—300 words maximum—with any photos in .jpg format. 

ooOOoo  



20

From The Branches 
Inaugural Meeting of ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 

Twenty two ACC members and friends, in eleven caravans, gathered at Standown 
Park, between Gympie and Tin Can Bay, to launch the Australian Caravan Club’s, 
Queensland’s newest branch over the weekend of 30th November, 2007 to 2nd De-
cember, 2007. 

The inaugural branch meeting, on Saturday, 1st December, was chaired by ACC Di-
rector Grant Stable, who addressed the gathering of ACC members staying at 
Standown Park, plus the four members who drove down from Hervey Bay, just to 
attend the meeting. 

Grant explained how ACC was formed some fifteen months prior, and the reasons 
behind the need to establish a National Caravan Club, and the Club’s achievements 

so far regarding member’s benefits, advocacy and social activities.

As part of the inaugural branch 
meeting, office bearers were 
elected, and the future direction 
and frequency of Musters for the 
new branch was agreed on, and 
set.

The elected branch office bear-
ers are: 
John Balding – President 
Russ Gerchow – Secretary 
Neil Robinson - Treasurer  

Musters will be held every two 
months, with six branch Musters 
per year, plus the ACC AGM 

Muster, which will fall around September/October each year. At the time of writing, 
the next branch Muster will be held at the Gin Gin Showground over the weekend of 
Friday 22nd February, 2008 to Sunday 24th February, 2008. 

Many positives came out of this meeting, and just one was the fact that we de-
cided to “adopt” the Royal Flying Doctor Service as our preferred charity, as it is 
probably the most fitting charity for all caravanners, but one we all hope that we 

never need to call on. 

Our support will be by way of donations raised at future Musters from raffles, or the 
like, and, after the costs involved in running the raffle, and the purchase of prizes are 

deducted, the balance remaining will be donated to the RFDS. 

Another positive was the decision to publish a regular branch newsletter, which will  
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be done just after each branch 
muster has been held. This way 
all ACC Wide Bay Burnett No-
mad members will be kept in-
formed of future musters and 
the like, plus the sharing of 

some interesting information. 

The weekend wasn’t all busi-
ness, and members of the new 
branch enjoyed a game of trivia, 
with some difficult questions 
being answered. Trivia winners Neil & Cheryl Robinson took out the first prize, with 

Russ and Gail Gerchow taking out the second prize. 

ooOOoo 
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Special Places

Pildappa Rock, Eyre Peninsula, South Australia 
Words and Pictures—Alan Lazarus 

“Let’s stop at Minnipa”. Said the spouse. “We need fuel, the dogs need a break, and I 
need a loo”. 

Our ‘let’s go somewhere different’ trip was coming to an end. We had just spent sev-
eral pleasant weeks touring South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula and, following a few 
nights at Ceduna, were on our way home to Melbourne. 

Little did we know that the proposed ‘pit stop’ would turn into several days of ex-
ploring the attractions of this sleepy country town, and in particular, the spectacular 
rock formations dotted throughout the local area. Any place that has the audacity to 
label its public convenience the ‘Concrete Crapper’, in bright enamel paint, has to be 
worth more than just a casual glance! 

Having already visited ‘Murphy’s Haystacks’ near Streaky Bay, we knew that 
mother nature used a fairly heavy hand when forming the landscape on the northern 
side of the Eyre. We had heard scientific terms such as ‘inselberg’ and ‘tafoni’ used 
to describe the various natural sculptures. To us it was simpler to refer to these won-
ders as rocks— admittedly big, awesome, and mysterious rocks. 

According to the locals at the Minnipa pub, our first stop should be Pildappa Rock. 
About 15 k’s north of town on a well maintained gravel road. Nothing they said 
could have prepared us for our first sighting of Pildappa. Like some mysterious beast 
from the dreamtime, it rises from the surrounding plain and just seems to crouch 
there, daring visitors to disrupt its sleep.  

Arriving at the base of the rock we found a couple of pleasant surprises. Two picnic 
areas complete with shelters, rainwater tanks, free gas BBQs and toilets. Most  

Murphy’s Haystacks 
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welcome of all was the big blue sign which read ‘Camping Permitted’. With no other 
visitors on site, it took very little time to set the van up for a night or two of free-
camping in Pildappa’s shadow. 

Pildappa Rock has spectacular wave-like formations which many consider rival those 
of WA’s Wave Rock. Unlike Wave Rock, which is of sandstone, Pildappa is formed 
from pink granite, and known by the purists as an ‘isolated inselberg’. Sunrises and  

sunsets here are wonderful, especially if viewed from the summit. Climbing the rock 
proved to be an easy task and we were rewarded with great views of the Blue Sturts 
and Gawler Ranges. Scattered about the summit are numerous ‘gnammas’ (rock 
holes) most of which contain water. We were to learn that the early inhabitants of the 
area—the Kukatha people—used these as a permanent water source. The gnammas 
interlink with each other via a network of water grooves which extend over the edge 
of the rock and down the sides. Many were coloured black from the accumulation of 
soil and algal staining, which together with the splotches of lichen growth, provided 
great patterns of contrast against the pink of the 
rock’s surface. 

The remains of manmade gutters surround the 
base of Pildappa. These a leftover from earlier 
days when rainwater was harvested and di-
verted into huge holding tanks. Interestingly, 
with the current drought, some of these old wa-
ter gathering systems are being refurbished to 
provide an alternate water source for the Min-
nipa township—saw a great example at nearby 
Minnipa Hill.

Pildappa Rock 

A Pildappa Wave. 
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The one disappointment that we had was that 
there was no fruit on the many quandong 
trees around the rock. It seems that the local 
emus are very efficient harvesters of this deli-
cious native fruit—certainly more efficient 
than us humans! 

Its tranquil majesty made Pildappa Rock a 
special place for us. Together with its nearby 
relatives at Yarwondutta and Tcharkuldu it 
simply served to remind us of the natural 
wonder that is Australia. 

ooOOoo

A ‘gnamma’on the summit 

Special Places Competition 

Share your special place with your fellow members and receive a B.E.S.T. water fil-
ter as a reward for your effortsif it is published. Yes, that’s correct, it is not a typo—
Colin Hopgood has generously donated a water filter to be awarded to the contribu-
tor  of the Special Place article published in each edition of the Nomad. 

Conditions 

All articles will be reviewed by the editors and the one which is most appropriate for 
each issue will be selected. Photos will help—please submit them in .jpg format, and 
your article in Word. 

All articles submitted will be retained and reviewed for each edition of the Nomad. In 
submitting an article or photos for consideration you agree that the club may edit and 
publish the article.  

Articles and photos should be submitted to the Editor via the club web site, or by 
mail to the club postal address. 

So sharpen up those pencils, brush off the camera lens, and go for it! Good Luck! 

ooOOoo 

Jest a Sec 

A woman came home, screeching her car into the driveway, and ran into  
the house. She slammed the door and shouted at the top of her lungs, "Honey, pack 
your bags. I won the lottery!" 

The husband said, "Oh my God! What should I pack, beach stuff or mountain stuff?"  

"Doesn't matter," she said. "Just get out." 

ooOOoo 



NATIONAL CARAVAN & 

TOURIST PARK CHAIN 

10% Discount 

OZ PARKS are proud to sponsor the Australian Caravan 
Club and its members. 

On presentation of your current ACC Membership Card, our parks will be pleased to 
offer a 10% discount on current site tariffs to a maximum of $25 per stay. 

When staying at a non-member park that fulfils our criteria of 

CLEAN—COMPETITIVE—CONGENIAL 

Please pass on our details. The more parks we have the better the service we can offer. 

NOTE: This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers or promotions by Oz Parks or 
its member parks, nor can it be substituted for our Oz Park Club Members discounts or deals. This 
offer may be withdrawn at anytime without prior notice. 

Oz Parks Pty Ltd.           62 Myers Rd. BITTERN Vic 3918 
ABN 94 109 899 443           Ph/Fax: 03 5983 0251 
Email: info@ozparks.com.au          Web: www.ozparks.com.au 
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From the Committees 

Promotions and Marketing Survey Barry Konemann 

Fellow Members, 

The Promotion and Marketing Committee needs your help to determine some par-
ticular areas into which we may work to try and achieve benefits for you. You can 
help by providing some anonymous information for us regarding your own circum-
stances. The information is quite basic, and will only be used to determine specific 
areas that may benefit us. Names or member numbers are not needed as the informa-
tion is anonymous. 

The information we seek is: 

 ! Your vehicle type and age; 

 ! Type of fuel used; 

 ! Your caravan, trailer, 5th wheeler - 

 ! Brand; 

 ! Age;

 ! Configuration (regarding sleeping accommodation); 

 ! Water tank details; 

 ! Solar Equipment details; 

 ! Do you carry a generator; 

 ! Off-Road ability; 

 ! Any other comments re your rig; 

 ! Type of refrigerator fitted—absorption, compressor, size, none; 

 ! Your age group—under 30, 30-40, 40-50, 50-60, 60-70, over 70; 

 ! How much would you travel in a ‘normal’ year; 

 ! Have you done the ‘big one’; 

 ! Do you use a computer on your travels, wireless internet; 

 ! Do you use a digital or film camera; 

 ! Do you expect to change your tow vehicle and/or caravan etc in the near fu-
ture, and if so what will you be looking for in the new one/ 

Please forward your information to The Secretary, Australian Caravan Club, or di-
rectly to me at: barryjo@tpg.com.au

Thank you, in anticipation of your response, 

Barry Konemann 
Chairman 
ACC Promotion and Marketing Committee. 

ooOOoo 
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Item from ‘Touring Oz’ Forum Lionel

This was posted by one of our members on the ‘Touring Oz’ forum and emphasises 
our belief that you can belong to a socially oriented caravan club and still benefit 
from membership of the ACC - 

This is an interesting discussion. We are also members of the Canberra Caravan Club 
and the ACC. At this point of time, there is some different aims and objects of each.  

The Canberra Caravan Club is a social club and is a fantastic group of caravanners 
(and motor homes can join!). And as a social group, they run great rallies and have a 
lot of fun. They are also member of the National Association. And as such, have in-
put at the meeting at the national rally, held every 3 years. 

At the rally in Forbes there will be formal disccusions and motions on the future of 
the National Association. One of the many heard gripes about the National Associa-
tion is that it appears to be only for the organising of the rallies every three years and 
little else. No representation of caravanners interest in areas such as road safety, clo-
sure of campgrounds, caravan parks or even free camps, no lobbying for improved 
workmanship of faulty caravan manufacturers such as wheel problems. Just a rally 
every three years.  

Now the ACC is active in promoting and representing all caravanners and is willing 
to do something to try to improve areas in need of attention such as road safety, use 
of alternative/free camp areas and campaigning against shoddy workmanship by 
some manufacturers. 

There is room for both. There are those that are only interested in the social side of 
vanning and not in the heavy workload and responsibilities of politics. There are oth-
ers that look around and say "why" and want to do something. As well as enjoying 
the social side. 

As I said, we're in the CCC and ACC. We enjoy them both. We look forward to one 
day when vanners can be represented by a national association with the power to 
make changes for the better for us all. I will raise my hand and say I hope we can 
become as well organised at the CMCA. In fact, we joined the ACC because of the 
frustrations of only being allowed to be Associate Members of the CMCA.  

Lionel and his team have done a great job, answering a need that many vanners see. 
Congratulations on a great job in the last 18 months and many more years to come!  

ooOOoo

Tailem Bend—South Australia 
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The Advocate 
The broken wheel stud problem has reared its ugly head again so I sent this email to 
The Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing Association of Australia and the Caravan, 
RV & Accommodation Industry of Australia 

Dear......... 

You will be aware that the problem of caravan wheel studs breaking with subsequent 
dangerous loss of a wheel has been with us for some time. 

We have yet to hear an adequate explanation of why this is happening as nothing 
similar seems to be the case in the automotive industry. 

In the past couple of days a forum item has been posted by someone who has suf-
fered repeated broken studs on three out of four wheels of his caravan. 

The link to this posting and the following discussion can be seen here…….(And I 
gave the link). 

We would be very grateful if the RV industry could investigate this and do some-
thing about it before it causes a serious accident or someone is killed. 

I will be sending a similar email to the CVIA and RVMAA. 

Regards, 

Lionel (Mussell) 

Chairman, Australian Caravan Club 

ooOOoo 
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Van Lectrics 



(inc.Delivery)

Wherever the road may take you….. 
Use the B.E.S.T. solution for BAD water! 

The B.E.S.T. (Bacteria Eliminating Silver
Treatment) Alternative inline filter (pictured) is 

available in 1-micron (town/pressure systems) for 
only $94.00. 

(Note: Our 1-micron units can be supplied with either 3/4” BSP threads 
& ‘click fit’ hose connections OR ½” BSP female threads & mounting 
clips.) Also Available is a 5-micron model (for hand pump systems) 
which is priced at $84.00 delivered which is supplied with ½’’ BSP 
female threads & mounting clips. (All prices current at time of publication, but 

are subject to changewithout notice. Please contact us for current pricing). 

Self Sanitising - Australian made filter designed for travellers, that 
kills bacteri – doesn’t just trap it like modified house models.

Compact - 56 x 285mm – Easily stored with hose, mount in any 
direction.

Reversible - The only filter that allows you to reverse it – giving you 
the maximum of life from the filter.

Long-Life - Rated to treat 5,000L – Sealed unit for strength and to 
prevent leakage. Safe to use after periods of non-use. Simply flush and 

continue use.

WHAT’S IN IT? Our 1-micron inlines contain : 

  Silver coated crystals to kill harmful bacteria 

  A 1-micron membrane to stop dirt, parasites, etc 

  High quality carbon for the removal of 
chemicals, etc 

NOW AVAILABLE – The B.E.S.T. technology is now available 
in cartridge form to suit most existing filters. 

Twin Pack 
Special – Buy 
two, save 10% 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS 
P.O. Box 2326 
Southport BC QLD 4215 

Phone: 1800 240 822Fax: 1800 243 822 
Email: info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Web: www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
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Recipes for the Road 
PESTO GRIDDLE CAKES 

Ingredients: 

250g (8oz) plain flour  125g (4 oz) butter cut into pieces  
½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 1 egg 
¼ teaspoon salt   125 ml (4 fl oz) buttermilk or yoghurt 
1 teaspoon sugar   2 tablespoons pesto 

Method 

Put flour, bicarbonate of soda, salt and sugar in a bowl and mix well.  Rub in butter 
so that mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Add egg and buttermilk and stir until mix 
clumps around the spoon. 

Transfer to a floured surface and knead to form a smooth ball.  Add pesto, kneading 
it into dough lightly so that it is swirled through rather than uniformly mixed in.  Stop 
kneading as soon as pesto is absorbed. 

Form dough into a ball then roll out to a circle 1cm (1/2 in.) thick.  Cut out rounds 
with a inverted glass.  The trimmings can be rolled out and cut once more. 

In the meantime brush a frying pan with oil and heat over medium flame.  Cook a 
few at a time, until browned, approximately 10 minutes per side.  Serve spread with 
butter. 

ooOOoo 

BANANA COCONUT MUFFINS  (Makes 6) 

Ingredients: 

1 ½ mashed ripe bananas   ¼ teaspoon salt 
6 heaped tablespoons s/r flour  3 heaped tablespoons butter or marg 
4 heaped tablespoons dessicated coconut ½ cup of milk (give or take) 
4 heaped tablespoons sugar  1 large egg 

Method 

Preheat oven to medium. 
Grease a six pan muffin tray. 
In one bowl have mashed banana and egg combined. 
In another bowl place roughly sifted flour, salt, sugar, and coconut.  Rub in marga-
rine with fingers until like a breadcrumb consistency.  Then add wet mixture, adding 
milk little by little, it shouldn’t be too wet, it must hang together like an ordinary 
cake mixture.  Don’t leave mixture sitting around, put straight into muffin tray, deco-
rate with flaked almonds if you have them. Cook  in moderate oven for 20 – 30 min-
utes on bottom rack, do not use fan-forced.  Allow to cool on a wire rack, nicer 
served warm spread with a little butter. 

ooOOoo 
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Club Web Site 

Club Forum 

The recently added Club Forum is coming to life! Over 100 members have already 
signed up—it’s free, and it’s a great way to hold on-line discussions with you fellow 
members, obtain advice, compare notes, and generally keep abreast of what’s hap-
pening in the wonderful world of caravanning. 

If you wish to use the forum you need to obtain your access ID and password by 
sending an email to: webmaster@australian caravan club.com.au. A big plus in be-
coming a forum member is that you will no longer need to change you ID and pass-
word every quarter—no more hunting for the Nomad mailing label that you threw 
away!

Web Site Access 

If you are not a forum member, your new User Name and Password are on the back 
of your mailing label. 

Note—The web site will be changed on Friday, May 30th, 2008. 

ooOOoo 
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Coming Events 

March, 2008 

14th to 7th—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Gloucester Holiday Park, Gloucester 

April, 2008 

17th to 21st—ACC Sunshine Nomads 
Crows Nest 

18th to 21st—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Knorrit Flat Camping Ground (Note—no power) 

18th to 20th— ACC Burnett Wide Bay 
Rainbow Waters Holiday Park, Rainbow Beach 

May, 2008 

16th to 19th—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster at Riverside Holiday Park, Failford 

June, 2008 

20th to 23rd—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster at Iluka, Bimbimby Riverside Park, Woombah 
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Letters to the Editor
From: Michael Sexton, Managing Director, Grape Ensembles Co. P/L 

Dear Lionel, 
I wanted to contact you to inform you of our VanVino brand of wines which was 
released about 18 months ago and are individually themed around the Australian 
caravanning experience. 

If you have not already heard about the VanVino wines there is more information 
available at www.vanvino.com.au. 

We currently have a Leaf Spring Chardonnay, Tow Bar Rose, Jockey Wheel Caber-
net, Anti Sway Shiraz as well as a recently released Campfire Port. I thought that the 
wines may be of particular interest to the members of the Australian Caravan Club 
and I was wondering if you would be interested in receiving some complementary 
NanVino samples? 

If so, please let me know a suitable postal address and I will arrange to have some 
samples of the wines sent to you. 
Best Regards, Michael Sexton.

ooOOoo 

Rumour has it that said samples were received, and suffered a joyous fate at the 
hands of the Southern Nomads during a recent muster….Ed. 
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From: John & Kathleen Kingdon, Pinnaroo 

The Summer 2007 edition of the Nomad was received with much interest.  

We are particularly interested in free camping, and with purchase of solar panels, 
generator, and greywater tank – to be installed soon, making us fully self-contained. 

We do not need or use the amenities in upmarket caravan parks, but are quite happy 
to pay $10 $12 per night for a place to camp, if no free spot is available. 

We know that not all caravanners, motorhomers, etc are innocent when it comes to 
littering, and the dumping of toilet cassettes, and the like, but we have been travelling 
now for 9 years to our daughter in Katherine, and feel that we, as a group, get blamed 
for many of the sins of the general travelling public.   

An example we observed when crossing the Barkley Tablelands, in July 2007, and 
whilst camped at the Frewena rest area, involved 6 young European travellers (in the 
inevitable old model station wagon) who all wandered over to conduct their toilet 
operations behind some trees – no sign of a shovel! 

We, and no doubt many others, can relate similar stories of people who don’t seem to 
care, and perhaps take the attitude – So what! We won’t be through here again! 

The chance of establishing blame, is zero in most cases and it would seem that, as 
suggested, the combined efforts of all motorhome and caravan clubs in lobbying 
shire councils would be the best way to assist in establishing low cost, if not free, 
camping areas throughout Australia. 

No doubt public liability would be a big factor in the equation, but health regulations 
should not come into it if our rigs are completely self-contained. 

The continuing construction of dump points throughout the country shows that shire 
councils are fully aware of the problems, and further vigorous lobbying, setting out 
some guidelines, using road maps to assist in establishing low cost, if not free, camp-
ing areas adjacent to the more settled areas. 

For the record, our van is a 19’ Roadstar, semi off-road type. Equipped with 2 x 80 
ltr water tanks (an additional 2 x 20ltr containers are carried on the rear bumper). It 
has travelled the Oodnadatta, Birdsville, and Borroloola to Bourketown tracks, 
among many others. We much prefer bush camping and travelling than travelling the 
more conjested areas along the Australian coast. 

That’s our “two bobs worth’, which indicates our stage of life! 

P.S. Certification of ‘self-contained’ units, as we understand, is gathering pace, insti-
tuted by the CMCA and would be a big plus when lobbying. 

Kathleen & John Kingdon 

ooOOoo 
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Branch Contacts 
ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 

President — Don Lewis 
Secretary — Gary Stratton 
Mail: PO Box 476, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 
Email: mail@garystratton.com 
Phone: 02 6562 7093 

ACC Southern Nomads 

President — Bruce Watt 
Secretary — Ray Barton 
Mail: 11 Menzies Close, Lara, VIC 3212 
Email: bartonrk@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0428 821 979 

ACC Sunshine Nomads 

President—Ray Ward 
Secretary—Rae Reid 
Mail: 21 Lehmann Court, Buderim, QLD 4556 
Email: david.reid4@bigpond.com 
Phone: 07 5445 6020 

ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 

President—John Balding 
Secretary—Russ Gerchow 
Mail:  7 Ferntree Close, Kawungan, QLD 4655 
Email balding1@bigpond.com 
Phone: 07 4128 3090 

ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 

Contact Kaye Hawkins 
Email: 88kch@ozemail.com.au 
Phone: 07 5534 8488 






