
Official magazine of the 
Australian Caravan 

Club Limited R
eg

is
te

re
d 

by
 A

us
tr

al
ia

 P
os

t 
Pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
N

o.
 

PP
42

40
22

/2
20

1 
A

C
N

 1
21

 3
00

 8
56

 
IS

SN
 1

83
5-

16
46

 

Autumn 2014 Vol 8/No 2 



 



 



4 
 

Club Management 
 
Chairman 
Tom Smith 
chair@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Secretary 
Craig Humphrey 
secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Treasurer 
Robert Tudor 
treasurer@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Publicity 
Lionel Mussell 
 

Directors 
Brian Ward 
Debbie Cohen 
Bruce Beausang 
 

Nomad Editorial Team 
Lionel Mussell 
Alan Lazarus 
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Webmaster 
Rob Tudor 
webmaster@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Returning Officer 
Barry Konemann 
 

Committee Chairs 
Budget Camping—Tom Smith 

 

National Marketing Manager—
Debbie Cohen 

 

National Muster—Debbie Cohen 
 

Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
PO Box 631 
Patterson Lakes, VIC  3197 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

The Nomad is a publication of the Austra-
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The content of this magazine is subject to 
copyright. No article may be reproduced 
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those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the Club Management. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid 
for by the advertiser. Members and read-
ers should not assume that the inclusion of 
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From The Editor 
G’Day All, 
 

Lots going on in this issue—the 
big hitter being the registration 
form and other information for 
this years National Muster. Don’t 
leave it to the last minute, get 
your paperwork in as soon as pos-
sible! 
 

Also, check out the proposed club 
song, penned by Vince Burgess. 
He has made a great job of it, 
we’ve even printed the chords-
Wouldn’t it be great to debut it at 
Lucindale with massed voices 
and instruments? 
 

Last, but certainly not least, have 
a look at the Member Benefits 
listings starting on page 34. A 
heap of work has gone in to se-
curing these, but the bottom line 
is “Use ‘em or Lose ‘em! 

Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Winter) issue is May 10th, 

2014. 

Official Business 
 

2014 National Muster             25 
Info and registration form 
For this years event on the 
Limestone Coast of S.A. 
 

ACC Club Song                       37 
Several members have com-
mented on the need for a Club 
Song. Member Vince Burgess 
went out and did something about 
it! 

What’s a muster without a little 
music? 
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From the Chair 
I hope everyone had a very enjoy-
able festive period; we had family 
at home and had a great time with 
a new son-in-law in the family. I 
am only outnumbered 2 to 1 in-
stead of 4 to 1 now. 
 

On a more serious note, the Club 
is going through very interesting 
times and historical events.  
Firstly, we have signed a contract 
with Lorraine Owens to provide 
administrative services to the club, 
mainly in financial and marketing/
promotions with some assistance 
in policy.   
 

As well we have had our first 
branch formed from an outside 
club coming into the ACC and 
disbanding their former club.  
Welcome to all the members of 
the “Cooloola Coasters” branch. 
 

We also have a new branch in 
Brisbane and it looks like we will 
have 30 plus branches by the Na-
tional Muster. If the average num-
ber of branch musters for each 
branch is 6 or more per year that 
is 180 plus musters per year in the 
club and we really only have 50 
weeks a year for musters, makes 
you think about the club’s social 
side. 
 

Bruce Beausang and I attended a 
workshop in Toowoomba on 
Roadside rest areas as part of the 
Drive Qld. Tourism strategy. 
Driver fatigue management and 
the need for rest areas were the 
main issues.  ACC lobbied for 
many rest areas to be built, not 
just a few fancy ones, we wanted 

bang for buck.   
 

We also suggested using road 
works camp sites be turned into 
rest areas, after the road works 
had been finished, this way  
some basic site preparation has 
already been done therefore sav-
ing money. 
 

One area of concern to the Board 
is the lack of members using the 
Member Benefits that have been 
developed.  IT IS A CASE OF 
USE IT OR LOSE IT.  A lot of 
work has gone into developing 
Member Benefits and Rick and 
Deb continue to work on getting 
more benefits. 
 

So please go onto the ACC Web 
Site, and click on the Member 
Benefits icon to see the list of 
savings for all of us to use and 
save. We are continuing to im-
prove and update the web site. 
Also there is a list in the 
“Nomad” that is current at the 
time of going to Print. 
 

The planning for this year’s 
Chairman’s Musters, by the re-
spective teams, is progressing 
and we will have 2 very enjoy-
able Musters. So please contact 
Peter or Trevor to book in,( in 
the Nomad and previous email 
newsletters)  please do it as soon 
as possible so that we can get 
numbers. 
 

Sandra and I are looking forward 
to catching up with everyone. 
 

Remember lets all be careful out 
there and safe travels 
 

Tom  
ooOOoo 

chair@australiancaravanclub.c
om.au if you are interested in at-
tending. 
 

It’s early days but I need to know 
if there would be enough inter-
ested members to make it a 
“goer”. 
 

ooOOoo 

Chairman’s 
 Muster for 2015 

 

I am thinking of having a Chair-
man’s Muster next year (2015) at 
Kununnurra in W.A. 
 

It would be in late June or July. 
To get an idea of the number of 
members that would be inter-
ested in attending, could mem-
bers please email me at 

From Chairman Tom to the Edi-
tor: 
 

“I was told by some ladies last 
night to send this photo for the 
Nomad to replace the one we are 
currently using.  
 

At a GCG muster at Evans Head, 
not sure if they had had too much 
to grink. Your call”. 
 

From the Editor to Chairman 
Tom: 
 

“In fairness to our readers, rec-
ognizing their inherent good 
taste, I think we should let them 
decide”. 
 

So what do you think, boys and 
girls? Should we retain the rug-
ged, smiling, individual that you 
see at the top, left-hand column, 
or would you prefer the debo-
naire, bow-tied, person, above? 
 

Send your response to : 
Editor@Australiancaravanclub 

.com.au. 

Decisions, 
Decisions! 

Help Wanted! 



6 



7 

High Country  
Action 

 

(Alan Bebee) 

In January, six vans of intrepid 
Gippsland Gypsies set off in tag-
along from Sale to the annual 
Mountain Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion of Victoria 2014 Get To-
gether, held this year at the Hinno-
munjie Racecourse north east of 
Omeo. The venue for this event 
changes each year. The 2015 Get 
Together will be held at Mitta 
Mitta. 
 

The attendance was huge with 
tents, caravans, motorhomes and 
RVs of all sorts on site. Setting up 
was easy for the Gypsies, with all 
ready for the first event. 
 

The objective of the meet was a 
varied selection of challenges to 
test the horse and horsemanship 
skills of the competitors. The 
challenges reflect those skills 
needed in working cattle in the 
high country. Some events though 
were more of being in the novelty 
category and often hilarious. 

 

The first event was a wild horse 
catching exercise held in an arena 
surrounded by protective used 
truck tyres stacked high. Each 
mounted competitor worked 
against a clock to catch a fright-
ened young unbroken pony re-
leased into the arena by riding 
alongside and placing a halter 
around the pony’s neck. It was 
soon obvious this was no easy 
task. But once caught it was sur-
prising how soon the pony settled 

down. Men, women and juniors 
could all compete; as they could 
for most events. 
 

The Saturday’s program started 
with an obstacle course for horse 
and riders. Judges at each obsta-
cle tallied points for the individ-
ual’s performance. The first ob-
stacle was a short uphill gallop 
followed by a whip cracking 
point where a band strung be-
tween two short posts close to 
the ground had to be severed. Of 
course the horse had not to be 

alarmed by the 
whip crack.  
 

The next challenge 
was to retrieve by a 
rope hung over a 
fence a length of 
plastic sheeting, 
which had to be 
dragged back to 
cover a hay bale. 
Some horses be-
came skittish over 

this. A walk over a wooden 
bridge, made of old pallets, fol-
lowed. The next obstacle proved 
to be the most challenging of all. 
A series of thin logs had been set 
out on the ground to form a hol-
low L shape. The horse had to 
walk backwards through the re-
sultant channel, including the 
right angle turn, without stepping 
over a log. Many failed on this 
one.  
 

The next objective was to canter 

to a horse float, unsaddle the 
horse, put the horse in the float, 
shut the door, open the door, and 
back the horse out; not so easy to 
do in sequence. The event con-
cluded with a short bareback ride 
involving jumping over two sepa-
rate hay bales. The spectators 
could readily appreciate the vari-
ous skills needed for this event. 
 

A packhorse race was run with 
various heats and rider categories. 
Assistants were required to tend 
horses during this race. This 
started with a hundred metre or so 
gallop to a point where the pack 
horse was waiting. Each competi-
tor had to dismount leaving the 
horse in charge of a handler.  
 

They then had to pack two sad-
dlebags with provisions being 
careful that each bag was near 
identical in weight. The pack sad-
dle had to be put on the pack-
horse, the bags lifted up and at-
tached, blankets and coverings 
followed which had to be se-
cured, and of course the inevita-
ble billy.  
 

The rider had to remount the sad-
dle horse and take the packhorse 
by a lead over quite lengthy dis-
tance of the racecourse. A stew-
ard was standing by at the turning 
point to ensure no competitor 
tried a short cut. Then it was a 
return to the starting point where 
the competitor had to unload the 
packhorse.  
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First home was not necessarily the 
winner for the contents of each 
pack were examined in detail. No 
flour had to be spilled, nor any of 
the dozen eggs broken, to name 
but two pack items. The other 
challenge here was to ensure the 
packhorse only trotted and did not 
break into a gallop or the pack 
contents would have been in disar-
ray in short order. 
 

Later in the day a cattle cut out 
event was held in the ‘truck tyre’ 
arena. Two cattle were released 
into the arena followed by the solo 
mounted competitor. Three steel 
pens and gates had been erected in 
the arena, with each competitor 
scoring points for coercing fright-
ened cattle through these devices 
while working against a clock. 
Obviously this was a far from 
easy task. Fresh cattle were pro-
vided for each competitor. Just to 
add to each rider’s misery was the 
fact that a very noisy helicopter 
giving joy flights was landing and 
flying from the field next door! 
 

Interspersed with these horse 
events were whip cracking chal-
lenges, the very popular bush po-
etry competitions, and an excel-
lent supportive feature by the 
North and East Gippsland Ax-
emen’s Association of racing 
wood chopping and chain saw 
events, which latter ran over two 
days.  
 

Various trade stalls were in atten-
dance, along with of course a se-
lection of catering stands, and we 
must not overlook the popular bar. 
Heritage and photo displays of 
quality were to be seen. Hay bale 

stacking and 
other relay 
events were 
h e l d .  Th e 
eventual arri-
val of various 
dignitaries to 
deliver their 
speeches and 
officially open 
the Get To-
gether duly 

occurred during the afternoon. It 
has always puzzled me why 
opening ceremonies take place 
long after such events are under-
way. 
 

The last main event for the day 
was a tug-o-war divided into 
men’s and women’s divisions. 
The competition was fierce. The 
support of the crowd to heave 
and pull was enlivened by a dog 
enthusiastically adding its vocal 
encouragement. Eventually win-
ning teams resulted amid much 
applause. 
 

During the evenings, and well 
into the late hours a variety of 
bands and soloists performing 
were extremely popular. These 
proved to be a severe test on the 
capabilities of the sound amplifi-
cation system. 
On Sunday various finals of 
events of yesterday were run to 
decide winners. The big event of 
the day was the running of the 
Cattlemen’s Cup, a fair dinkum 
horse race. Part of the racecourse 
was used for this exciting specta-
cle, with a return to the winning 
post via a different course over 
terrain that any thoroughbred 
would baulk at, but not these 
high country bred horses. The 
horses seemed as keen to win as 
did their riders. 
 

A novelty perhaps, but extremely 
popular was the dog high jump 
contest. The canine contestants 
were required to jump over a se-
ries of boards stacked behind a 
truck onto a safe landing on 
straw bales. With an urger on top 
to encourage the dog and a han-

dler on the ground each competi-
tor made their leap. Starting at a 
five foot jump, successive six 
inch boards were added after each 
round until, by elimination, the 
last two dogs cleared an incredi-
ble seven foot six inches. Both 
failed at the eight foot mark. The 
dead heat for first left the officials 
with a dilemma to split the win-
ning prize. It was eventually re-
solved. 
 

Caravanners are made most wel-
come at the Cattlemen’s Get To-
gether. Next year it will be held at 
Mitta Mitta. Details and essential 
pre-bookings are available by 
email on www.mcav.com.au. 

ooOOoo 

The Magic of 
Christmas 

 

(Noel Bradford) 

Yet again, members of the Syd-
ney City Slickers have enjoyed an 
outing that provided entertain-
ment, fun, friendship and en-
hanced relationships. I am talking 
of course about the recently con-
ducted Christmas Muster that was 
staged at the Norah Head Cara-
van Park 19 to 25 November 
2013. This type of Muster is an 
annual event for the ‘Slickers’ 
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Family owned and operated for over 35 
years providing a one-stop shop for all 

your caravanning needs. 

General and Insurance  
Repairs 
 

Servicing and  
Maintenance 
 

After Market Installs 
 

12volt Systems and Solar 
 

Gas & Safety Certificates 
 

Warranty Repairs for most 
Major Manufacturers 
 

Spares and Accessories, 
over 2000 items in stock 
 

Quality Workmanship 
 

Friendly Service 

3 Way Fridges 
 

Awnings 
 

Gas and Diesel Heaters 
 

TV’s and Antennas 
 

Air Conditioners 
 

L.E.D. Lighting 
 

12v and Solar 
 

Chassis Equipment 
 

Toilets and Sanitation 
 

Spares and Accessories 

Call in today & meet our 
great team of friendly staff. 

 

and includes the conduct of an 
AGM. 
The organisers (Brad and Helen) 
imposed a ‘Slickers’ tradition on 
all attending Muster participants – 
the primary requirement to relax, 
have some fun, and simply enjoy 
each other’s company. This 
proved to be the overriding mis-
sive for this Muster with approxi-
mately 70 adults and three chil-
dren joining in the fun and relaxa-
tion. 
Of course there were the obliga-
tory commitments from all atten-
dee’s: the keenly fought out par-
ticipation in the various games 
competitions (including Finska, 
Ladder Golf and Washer Tosser); 
the ever growing circle of Happy 
Hour’s (despite the frequent at-
tempts of Mother Nature to spoil 
all such occasions with frequent 
strong winds and rain squalls); the 
communal dinners held in the 

Camp Kitchen that resulted in 
the members eventually being 
asked to vacate the premises so 
that the Security Guard could 
secure the facility for the eve-
ning; and of course the everlast-
ing discussions on the virtues of 
this van versus that van, includ-
ing tips on ‘add ons’ that mem-
bers had installed to ‘improve 
their dream escape machine’. 

This Muster not only catered for 
the young and the young at heart, 
but it also extended that premise 
to the vans on display. The 
youngest van was noted as being 
several weeks old and on its first 
outing. However, the prize for the 
most interesting and fascinating 
goes to the vehicular accommo-
dation that was utilised by Gary 
and Marilyn. The prized posses-

sion saw the happy 
couple roll up in a 
1926 vintage model T 
Ute, complete with 
Annex to afford the 
required accommoda-
tion.  

Without doubt, this 
wonderful vehicle 
drew continued admi-
ration and envy from 
all and sundry and was 
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a definite highlight at the camp 
ground. 

Whilst meals were mentioned pre-
viously, there were two nights that 
ensured a complete communal 
response from all our members. 
The first happened on the Friday 
night with a sausage sizzle en-
joyed by all, with some 
‘interesting’ levels of Barbeque 
cooking skills readily on display. 
Subsequent to conducting the 
AGM mid-afternoon Saturday, 
dinner at the nearby Sports Club 
that evening, proved to be a huge 
success and was enjoyed by all – 
including Mother Nature and her 
never ending desire to dampen the 
spirit of those in attendance. 

After dinner and on return to their 
camp site, the Slickers were re-
warded with some very slick pres-
entations of Christmas delight (no 
prizes for guessing how we ar-
rived at our Branch name). Many 
of our vans were decorated up 
with Christmas lights with even a 
laser show on display. This cre-
ated a magical aura of wonder-
ment throughout the camp with 
the sparkling lights reflecting off 
damp foliage in superb displays of 
colour and delight. The sparkling 
displays certainly contributed to 
the wonders and magic of Christ-
mas, and added a strong sense of 
credibility to that age old but 
never forgotten story by Charles 
Dickens – “It was the night before 

Christmas and all 
through the 
house …..”! 
Without doubt, 
this night was 
shrouded in 
magic that in-
cluded: the fan-
tastic light dis-
play with the as-
sociated quiet-
ness of the camp; 
Mother Nature 
imposing her 

majesty with lightning flashes in 
the distance and the occasional 
roll of thunder that sounded like 
Bass Drums in a ‘marching 
band’ ritual; and the twinkling of 
the lights reflecting off the 
dampness of the evening. 
Sunday saw a communal break-
fast back at the Camp Kitchen 
and it was here that one of the 
most enjoyable, but at the same 
time extremely traumatic event 
of the overall Muster took place. 
Of course I am referring to our 
surprise visit by Santa, coming to 
visit all those good little boys’ 
and girls’, some of whom may 
have had a little explaining to do 
when the jolly fellow actually 
arrived on sight. But then dear 
reader, it is this particular event 
that I must elaborate on as this 
was without doubt a major high-
light of our outing. 
During the period of this Muster, 
the local region experienced nu-
merous storms with heavy rain, 
some serious thunder and, of 
course, there was also some sig-
nificant lightning activity. Unfor-
tunately, even though the various 
Air Control Towers monitored 
the progress of Santa on his way 
to the campsite at Norah Head, 
not one of them was able to dis-
suade him from his primary duty 
of visiting that site and providing 
a small gift to each and every 
one of the partygoers that were 
in attendance at this muster. 

Unfortunately, the most likely 
prediction came to fruition. 
Poor old Santa and his willing 
team of reindeer became the 
subject of several very severe 
lightning strikes – particularly 
in the Central Coast region of 
NSW and around the Norah 
Head region. His sled suffered a 
direct lightning strike that 
caused his directional control 
(i.e. Rudolf) to suffer – his 
shiny nose no longer glowed 
red as he approached the land-
ing site, even if some of his 
other parts changed colour to a 
bright red. The sled took on an 
even brighter shade of red and 
Santa himself was also the sub-
ject of severe trauma. Whilst 
that level of trauma was directly 
caused by the numerous light-
ning strikes, Santa no longer 

had his famous white beard and 
long white hair. The strikes had 
hit with such force that had 
completely burnt off his hair 
and beard. 
But even that did not deter 
Santa from fulfilling his self-
assigned duties. With a clatter 
of hooves on the roof, a me-
dium to high pitched voice call-
ing to the reindeer to stand and 
rest, and with an almost fragile 
tinkle of a bell, Santa an-
nounced his arrival on-site. 
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Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Many of our members  have 
toyed with the idea of forming an 
ACC branch which would cater 
to their particular needs—it could 
be to simply get together with 
other local members, or to get a 
common interest group together 
(e.g. antique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around 
waiting for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an email to the 
Secretary, and find out how easy 
it can be—he’ll be glad to walk 
you through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

Lucky Number 
 

There is a lucky membership num-
ber hidden in this edition. Truly! 
It’s in here somewhere! 
 

If it’s yours get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a 
$20 Bunnings voucher.  
 

Kaye Petterson (W00023) found 
her number in the last edition—
Congratulations Kaye! 
 

ooOOoo 

Update Your Details! 
 

Sadly, every week, we have mail 
that we have sent to a member 
returned to us marked “No 
Longer at This Address”.  
 

On behalf of the club’s record-
keepers, please, drop us a line or 
a call to let us know when any of 
your details have changed!   

Letter to the Editor 

Chairman’s  
Musters 

 

A quick reminder from Chair-
man Tom— Chairman’s mus-
ters are held several times in 
any year, attendance is open to 
any and all ACC members! 

Reading the article in the Sum-
mer 2013 I was very interested in 
the section "Towing Etiquette 
(Take Care Out There)" it cer-
tainly laid out most of the prob-
lems we seem to find within the 
caravan fraternity. 
 

However, one thing we see that 
wasn't mentioned in the article is 
the habit of some drivers travel-
ling at 80-90 kph on single lane 
roads and when an overtaking 

Stressed he may have been; cov-
ered in patches of black soot from 
the burns to his face and head he 
certainly was; numerous Band-
Aids and small bandages to cover 
some of the numerous facial 
wounds adorned his smiling coun-
tenance; even his glasses sitting 
on his face were at a skewed an-
gle. But not even that level of in-
jury and distress could distract 
Santa from his duties. He had ar-
rived on site and on time, and was 
determined to complete his re-
sponsibilities and obligations to 
all the good little girls and boys 
who had gathered in anticipation 
of his arrival. 
Whilst his arrival may have been 
stressful to the little ones, they 
were still very quick to welcome 
him with adoring eyes and beam-
ing smile. One very concerned 
young lady even asked him if ‘he 
was okay with all his injuries’. 
With an acceptable response from 
Santa, she then thanked him for 
her present and wished him a 
‘speedy recovery’ from his inju-
ries – so that he would be okay to 
visit all the other girls and boys 
throughout the world. 
Subsequent to completing his role 
in handing out a sackful of pre-
sents, Santa disappeared in his 
mystical and magical way – with a 
series of HO-HO-HO’s, a tinkle of 
the bell and a clatter of hooves 
and he was again on his way.  
And all that remained was for us 
to bid a fond farewell to our many 
participants, and vowing to catch 
up again at the next outing. Yet 
again we had enjoyed a wonderful 
gathering of camaraderie and 
community spirit, of sharing and 
caring about others, and of wel-
coming some of the magic that is 
the essence of Christmas. 

ooOOoo 

lane comes up, they speed up to 
100 kph for the distance of the 
overtaking lane and then revert to 
80-90kph.   
 

All this does is infuriate drivers 
behind. 

George. 
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Thistlebank - 
12465 Gurya Road, Tingha  NSW 
2369.  
Email thistlebank@bigpond.com   
Home Ph—02 6723 3303   
Mob—0429 870 823     
Contact Tom & Sandra Smith 
 

Beechworth Farm Stay  
1399 Woolshed Road  
Beechworth  Vic  3747  
email theshed139@hotmail.com 
Home Ph—03 5728 1464   
Mob—0400 771 454    
Contact Allan & Vicki Davis 
 

Googoomara -  
Herbert Park Road, Armidale  NSW 
2350  

mightyfinebodworks@hotmail.com 
Home Ph—02 6775 1722   
Mob—0428 510 808  
Contact Lola Beaton 
 

Greg’s At Givelda -  
664 Pine Creek Road, 
Bundberg  QLD 4670   
email landie76@hotmail.com   
Mobile Ph - 0416 209 952   
Contact Greg & Christine Lawson 
 

Leopards Den   
10A  Costin Street Narooma  NSW 
2546   
email grantrans@netspace.net.au   
Home Ph  -02 4476 2880   
Mob - 0419 139 127    
Contact Chris & Di Woods 
 

Lower Heart   
165 Lower Heart Road Sale VIC 
3850   
email dghale45@bigpond.com   
Home—Ph 03 5144 4174   
Mob -0408514790   
Contact Derek & Gwen Hale 
 

Meadow Creek   
1207 Moyhu Meadow Creek 
Road,  Meadow Creek, VIC 3732 

email alexdot@harboursat.com.au   
Home Ph -03 5729 5558    
Contact Alex & Dot Mark 
 

Narrabri Farm Stay   
79 Tomlinson Lane Narrabri  NSW 
2309   
email tomlinsone@bigpond.com   
Mob Ph—0427 255 442   
Contact Liz Tomlinson 
 

Notre Maison   
130 Sittella Road Howard Springs 
N.T. 0835   
email slipdavis@hotmail.com  
Mob—0403 800 865   
Contact  Lindsay & Imelda Davis 
 

Port Curtis   
109 Jelicoe Street Port Curtis QLD 
4700   
email manager@mfs.mercyca.com   
Home Ph 07 4922 6809   
Mob 0427 684 021   
Contact Glenn Raine 
 

The Cams At Tamworth  
1265 Manilla Road Tamworth 2340   
email lcam5@bigpond.com   
Mob Ph 0428 608 162   
Contact  John & Loretta Cam 

ACC Farm Stay 
Our farm-stay scheme is growing 
slowly , but surely! All it needs to 
help it grow more is YOU! 
 

Following is a list of the current 
bank of hosts. They are ready and 
willing to make you welcome, so 
why not give it a go—you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised! 

Caravanning  
Love Affair 

 
(Clare Prosser) 

(Ravensthorpe Caravan  Park) 
I think my love affair with cara-
vans began when, as a small child, 
my grandparents always took me 
with them on their frequent holi-
days (in the UK) in their small 
touring caravan.  
 

My grandfather never failed to 
gallantly give up his single bed 
and sleep in the awning. In be-
tween these holidays, my mother 
and I, her best friend and her chil-
dren, would make frequent trips to 
Wales where we stayed in a 6 
berth caravan owned by my 
grandparents. 
 

As an adult, I escaped the tedium 
of the rat race whenever I could 
and stayed in a battered old cara-
van, which was parked in a field 
with dozens of sheep milling 

around. The poo presented as a 
bit of a problem, though it 
worked wonders on my rhubarb! 
 

Several years ago I emigrated to 
WA and, as a qualified research 
chemist and teacher, I secured a 
job teaching chemistry in a sen-
ior high school.  
 

For many years I had longed for 
a less stressful job and a move to 
the countryside. My ideal had 
always been to run a caravan 
park and so I began scouring the 
internet looking for possible sites 
for sale.  
 

I visited some really nice parks 
but when I visited Ravensthorpe 
I just knew it was what I had 
dreamt of. Although it was in a 
very neglected state it has every-
thing I wanted, from a spacious 
bush park with 40 caravan sites, 
lovely trees and plants, an attrac-
tive dam, abundant wild life and 
in season, beautiful wild flowers. 
 

The icing on the cake has to be 
that the people of Ravensthorpe 
have made me feel so very wel-
come. 
 

As I am running the park single 
handed, I know that I have a lot 
of work ahead of me, but the job 
satisfaction I now have is inesti-
mable, due, in many respects to 
the many fantastic, friendly, no-
madic caravanners out there in 
Australia who have stayed over-
night in my park and made me 
realise that it has all been worth-
while.   

ooOOoo 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the  current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner  nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter—
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

The topic for November was “Australian Waterfalls”. Rob Tudor took the prize with this great shot of the 
Twin Falls, in Kakadu. 
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Vinnie & Kat were looking down the Gunbarrel Highway to win December’s “Dirt Roads” comp. 

Rob Tudor did it again in January with his perspective take of the Algebuckina Bridge, on the Oodnadatta 
Track. 
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ACC – Chairman’s Muster – Maryborough 
Wed 18 Jun 14 to Tue 24 Jun 14 

 

ACC Chairman Tom welcomes all to his Chairman’s Muster at the Maryborough Showgrounds in June.  The 
emphasis is on an informal get together and enjoying each other’s company; some great camaraderie with 
like-minded ACC members, and some serious banter over a cool drink or coffee.    BYO Ukulele!!! 
 

The ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads (WBBN) have offered to assist with this muster and look forward to you 
joining with ACC Chairman Tom in one part of “our ACC Branch” region…….…..the Fraser Coast. 
 
 
 
Things to Do Around Maryborough 
 

Maryborough Military and Colonial Museum The Bond Store Museum The Heritage Centre 
Whistle Stop Museum    Olds Engine House  The Heritage Markets 
Rustic Emu Art and Craft Gallery  The old fishing villages of Maaroon, Boonooroo and Tuan 
 

MaryboroughAeromodellers Club has a Model Jet Fly-In that weekend, so head out there and see 
model jets with scale jet turbine engines just like in military and commercial jets.Definitely worth a 
look!!! 
 
 
Things to Do Around Hervey Bay 
 

Fraser Coast Wildlife Sanctuary   Botanic Gardens  Fraser Island Day Trips 
Whale and DolphinWatchingCruises  Reefworld Aquarium Camel Safari Tours 
Foreshore14 klm Bicycle Track   Vic Hislop Shark Show Sea Kayak Tou  

Sunday Markets    Urangan Friday Night Markets Urangan Boat Harbour 
 

The seaside Pubs Run from The Boat Club at Urangan Boat Harbour through Torquay, Scarness and 
Pialba. 
 
 
*** Chairman’s Muster attendees will be advised later about Golf and Bowls in Maryborough/Hervey 

Bay *** 
 

 
If you wish to attend the Chairman’s Muster, you need to book with the WBBN Branch President (Trevor 
Owens) via email at   chairqld@australiancaravanclub.com.au    or phone 07 5464 2892    
 

You will need to advise the following information to ensure that everybody gets an allo-
cated site!!!! 
 

Names (obviously)    Arrival Date:          Departure Date:  
Brand of Van:     Length of Van (Hitch to back extremity):   
ACC Branch:                     ACC Number: 
Do you require POWER as a “must”?: 
 
 
Please note that the Maryborough Showgrounds are heavily booked in June with other events, so your 
arrival on Wed 18 Jun 14 must be after 1100, and your departure on Tue 24 Jun 14 must be by 1200.    
 

Arrival and departure any other days……..please yourself...….but maybe not during Happy Hour 
please!!! 

 

Site fees are $18.00 per van per night, please have the correct money on arrival to assist the WBBN 
Treasurer. 
 

The WBBN Committee is looking at options for an all-in Saturday Night Dinner at around $10-$14 per 
head, details TBA closer to the time.  WBBN will also have some Trivia on standby, and some Klop sets 
should attendees feel the urge.  Or if you just want to do nothing, the WBBN Branch members can ar-
range that too!!!! 
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Well... Kids In Tow is up and 
growing. To date, we have 27  
families with a total 70 kids! But, 
we would like more and we would 
like your help. To refresh you 
about K.I.T., it is a Special Inter-
est Group [SIG], not a branch.  
 

What this means is that a member 
of ACC can join a SIG, whether 
they belong to a branch or not. At 
present we don’t have a regular 
monthly muster, they just happen 
when K.I.T. members are able to 
catch up.  
 

With the clubs recent partnership 
with Leave No Trace Australia, 
(www.lnt.org.au), this brings great 
opportunities to K.I.T. and ACC 
members alike, with more events 
and education & awareness of our 
camping environment. They are 
an organisation with a ‘fun’ focus 
on teaching kids about camping 
and the environment.  
 

However, nothing compares to the 
old hand of experience. Our kids 
love going camping with the 
grandparents. Now, don’t be 
frightened! It’s not that bad, espe-
cially if there are other kids to 
play with once you arrive. This is 
where K.I.T. is becoming popular.  
 

So, lets go GRAMPING! 
 [Camping with the grandparents]. 
 

 Did you ever go camping with 
your family when you were 
young? Remember, it costs noth-
ing for ACC members to register  
kids for Kids In Tow. If you 
don’t know when you’ll be tak-
ing the kids away, it doesn’t mat-
ter, why not register them now 
anyway? This way, you’ll be 
kept informed of when and 
where K.I.T. musters are happen-
ing and if it works in, bring them 
along and enjoy them.  
 

When we have enough kids in 
the group, then we might be able 
to start talking to caravan parks, 
etc. to reduce the $10-$15 extra/
child/night charge for kids over 3 
years old. There are a couple of 
parks around that, when a group 
comes to stay, will reduce this 
fee (one has even given kids for 
free!). We would like more of 
that. However, numbers talk, so 
please consider registering your 
kids/grandkids.  
 

Many thanks to the members that 
attended the K.I.T. Pancake  
Breakfast at the Mudgee Muster. 
We even had some members 
make a donation without sam-
pling! We were told they were 
the best tasting pancakes, but 
very, very ugly!  
 

A great big thanks to Phillip and 
Kathryn from CampsAustralia 
Wide for their generous donation 
during our pancake day.  
 

You’ll find the registration form 
in this Nomad or a new feature 
is, you can now join online  
through the ACC website.  
 

Live, Love and laugh ! 
 

ooOOoo

 Kids In Tow 
Update 

 

Let’s Go Gramping! 
 

(The Hopgoods) 

Ultra Tune is Australia’s largest 
car servicing franchise with over 
270 stores nationwide. Ultra 
Tune offers a complete range of 
car servicing options, designed to 
suit most vehicle types. 
Our Service Include: 

Servicing 
Tuning 
Brakes 
Steering & Suspension 
Tyres 
A/C Service 
Fleet Care 
Exhaust 
Mechanical repairs 
 

All of Ultra Tune’s work is back 
by our 6 month / 10,000km na-
tional warranty, plus receive 6 
months FREE Roadside Assis-
tance with every qualifying ser-
vice. 
 

DISCOUNT OFFER FOR 
ACC MEMBERS: 

 

ACC Members receive 10% off* 
the local retail price of an "Ultra 
Manufacturers Handbook Ser-
vice", "Ultra Minor Service" & 
"Ultra Major Service" 
 

• Discount does not apply to any 
other services or repairs, or in 
conjunction with any other of-
fer. 

• Excludes payments by Diners 
& Amex. 

• ACC membership to be com-
municated / identified to Ultra 
Tune at the time of booking. 

ooOOoo 
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After donning our helmets and a 
brief instruction on how to operate 
the machine, scattering sheep left 
and right and leaving a cloud of 
dust behind us we were off on our 
Scenic Dune Buggy ride and what 
a ride it was. 
 

It all started at the ACC Annual 
Muster at Mudgee at the raffle 
draw on the final day. 
Many raffle winners donated their 
prize to be auctioned by the club 
to add to the already considerable 
amount we had raised for Blaze 
Aid as a result of the bushfires af-
fecting many part of the country 
last Spring. We had successfully 
bid for the Hill End Scenic Dune 
Buggy prize. 
 

We stayed in the picturesque and 
historic old gold mining village of 
Hill End, operated by NSW Na-
tional Parks. The caravan park has 
power and water to the spacious, 
grassy sites and clean amenities. 
A garden rake to clear the kanga-
roo and goat poo from your site is 

handy but what's a few pellets, 
well quite a few really, when you 
can watch the wild life up close 
and personal. Hill End also has 
unpowered sites and there is ac-

commodation the town at the one 
pub, “The Royal Arms”, all that 
remains of over fifty pubs in the 
hey day, a motel and B & B's. 
 

The dune buggy rides are a few 
kilometres out of town on a 3000 
acre property and includes hill 
climbs, creek crossings, trails 
through the timber and scrub and 
wonderful views. Overseas visi-
tors must be blown away by the 
number and variety of kangaroos 

encountered including big reds, 
greys and various wallabies. We 
also saw the damaging evidence 
of feral pigs which explains the 
rifle with scope carried on the 
back of our guide's buggy. Oh 
yes, and more goats. 
 

The owners, Mark and Cheryl, 
acted as our guides in one buggy 
while we drove our own buggy. 
They stopped a few times to tell 
us about features we were pass-
ing, took photos for us, passed 
out refreshments and gave us the 
opportunity to swap drivers. The 
buggies were very easy to drive, 
and with a low centre of gravity, 
very safe and stable even when 
bouncing over rough ground or 
climbing or descending steep 
hills. It was great fun and exciting 
enough to satisfy even the most 
ardent rev head. 
 

Thank you Mark and Cheryl for a 
great day and for your prize dona-
tion to the ACC Annual Muster. 
 

Further information about Scenic 
Buggy Rides, Hill End can be 
found on their web site at 
www.scenicdunebuggies.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Claiming a Raffle 
Prize! 

 

(Lindsay Marshall) 
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Limestone Coast  
National Muster 

“Yakka Park”  
LUCINDALE, S.A. 

13th – 19th October 2014 

The South Australian Branches 
of The Australian Caravan Club; 
The Southern Cross Overlanders 
and The Sundowners are proud 
to be hosting the 2014 National 
Muster to be held in the heart of 
the Limestone Coast of South 
Australia. Lucindale is home to 
the annual South East Field days 
and is well equipped to cater for 
a gathering the size of our Na-
tional Muster.  
The site is centrally placed in 
the region. 350km from Ade-
laide and 490km from Mel-
bourne. 
A Community Country Market 
is planned for Sunday 12th.  
Bus trips, will be organised to 
local attractions including the 
Naracoorte Regional Livestock  

Local Attractions. 
 

149km from Mount Gambier. 
The home of the Blue Lake; 
caves and sinkholes associated 
with its volcanic past. 
 

42km from Naracoorte. Nara-
coorte Caves National Park 
showcases the extensive cave 
systems of this limestone re-
gion. The Mini Jumbuck Cen-
tre specialises in quality wool 
products. 
 

53km from Kingston SE, the 
home of the retired Cape Jaffa 
Lighthouse, with its beaches 
and jetty. 

 

100km from Robe, with popular 
beaches, cliff walks, a marine 
aquarium (Robe Sea life Centre), 
fishing and sailing charters. 
 

74km from Penola at the heart of 
the Coonawarra Wine Region. 
The home of Saint Mary MacKil-
lop at one time.  
 

Remember to put these dates in 
your diary for a fun filled week ! 
Meeting ACC members from 
near and far. We hope to see you 
there! 

ooOOoo 

Exchange;  Wednesday tour via 
Penola to Naracoorte township. 
Naracoorte caves; the Mini Jum-
buck center etc. 

Traditional games will be held 
daily, a lawn bowls night and 
golf day will also be held. 

 

Camps and Vans 
 

The Camps and Vans club pro-
vides POI data for GPS and PC 
through programs such as “Map 
Source” and “Base Camp”. 
 

Once subscribed, the Camps and 
Vans Club allows members to ex-
change, and access, POI data 
which includes GPS coordinates 
for thousands of camping sites, 
caravan sites and dump points 
around Australia, and includes 
Google Map views, Pictures, 
Maps, Brochures and Reviews. 
 

Whilst the custom POI informa-
tion from most third party suppli-
ers is good, there are many in-
stances where it does not meet the 
needs of camping and caravanning 
enthusiasts as it is generally not 
editable, and the provided infor-
mation is fairly basic. 

The data available to members of 
the Camps and Vans Club has 
been compiled from extensive 
travels around Australia by both 
the club organizers and individ-
ual members—it is “real world” 
and “real time” data, fully edit-
able and updatable. 
 

The team at Camps and Vans is 
capably headed up by Greg and 
can be contacted directly by: 
 

Phone: 0416 043 492; 
 

Email:  
campsandvans@live.com.au; 
 

Internet: 
www.campsandvans.com 
 

And also via Skype  and Face-
book. 
 

Membersip of the Camps and 
Vans club costs $55 for the first 
year. For members of the ACC 
this is discounted to $50. 
 

ooOOoo 
Nice bush-camp at Girgarre (Vic) 
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MUSTER INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES 

ACC 8th Annual National Muster 
Arrivals and Departure 
You are encouraged to arrive BEFORE the Muster commences. Why not come early to enjoy what the Limestone Coast Area has 
to offer. This will give the opportunity to explore the many towns, wineries and sightseeing spots that are the highlights of the region.  
The Yakka Park site will open from 9 am FRIDAY 10th October and must be vacated by noon MONDAY 20th October. 
Notification of Muster Office hours will be included in your Booking Confirmation. 
 
Muster Venue and Facilities 
Yakka Park, Centenary Ave, Lucindale SA. Office Phone 08 8766 7001     GPS – 36.97, 140.36 
 
Website  http://www.southeastfielddays.com.au 
 
All sites are Flat, Grassed and 10 m x 10 m in area and will have Power and Water close at hand.  
There are plenty of Toilet facilities and one large Shower block for men and women. 
There is a Laundry adjacent to the shower block. 
The Muster Office has NO EFTPOS facility however Credit card payments will be accepted. 
 
Registrations Close 
Registrations close on 31st AUGUST 2014. Late registrations may be subject to a late registration fee, at the discretion of the ACC 
Board. 
 
Payment 
In order to assist with Muster planning and the booking of meals and activities, it is requested that ALL Muster Fees be prepaid at the 
time of registration. However should you not be able to pay fees in full at the time of registration, then please contact the ACC Secre-
tary by phone 1800 734 493 or secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 
Registrations Fee 
A registration fee of $30 per person is charged. This fee covers administration costs, licensing, hire of equipment, rubbish removal, 
entertainment and free activities costs at the Muster. 
 
Badges 
Lucindale 2014 National Muster Badges will be provided on arrival and MUST be worn at all times. Wearing your badge will help us 
identify our members and promote good fellowship. Please feel free to also wear your own Branch ID. Please wear them when out 
and about so that our local supporters know you are with the National Muster. 
Members please bring along your own lanyard or neck strap to attach the badge.  
Non Members are not permitted to attend “member only” events.  
 
Communal Meals 
Welcome Breakfast - Full Hot and Cold breakfast including juice, tea and coffee. BYO Cups, plates and cutlery. 
Evening Meal - Hot meal. BYO plates and cutlery..  
Dinner dance – 2 courses of main meal and dessert. BYO Nibbles and Drinks, Glasses, plates and cutlery. 
 
Trading and Selling of Wares  
Members will not be permitted to setup independently to sell their goods and/or services at the Muster. 
For members wishing to trade or provide service the following will be available to do so. 
Have a Stall at the Community Country Market. 
ACC members need to register as a trader so that you can trade throughout the Muster. (Please complete a Trade Registration 
Form)      
 
Community Country Market  
This market will be held in the large Lions Jubilee Shed on Sunday 12th October 9am till 3 pm.  
There will be stalls selling wonderful local produce, wine and crafts. To add to the atmosphere there will be music by local entertain-
ers. This will be a great starter for the Muster. 
Should members wish to have a stall then you MUST tick the box on the Registration Form at the time of registration. 
 
Car Wash  
The Childhood Cancer Association will run a carwash outside the Jubilee Shed Market area. Please support this good cause by do-
nating generously. 
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Livestock Exchange Tour  
Come along for a visit to the Naracoorte Regional Livestock Exchange. View the saleyards and see how the country folk go about 
their business. Hear all the noise of the auctioneers at work and see the cattle in the flesh. Two buses have been booked and mem-
bers should get in quickly as seats are limited. The tour is approx 115 km. 
 
Tour the Region  
Wednesday has been placed aside for the Muster attendees to go off site and replenish their stocks and do a bit of shopping in the 
nearest large town of Naracoorte. A tour has been planned the will leave the Lucindale muster site at 9 am. The route will take in the 
township of Penola, home of Saint Mary MacKillop, one of the Coonawarra wineries and then stopover for a while in Naracoorte to 
“Shop and Stock”. The tour will culminate at Yakka Park around 3 pm. 
Again members should get booked in early as seats are limited. The tour is approx 200 km. 
 
Tag a Long Tour  
Join a Tag a Long to explore the local area of Lucindale. It will be fun filled morning culminating at a picnic spot for lunch. Car pool (4 
heads are better than 2) and bring along BYO lunch and something to sit on.  
 
Twilight Barefoot Bowls 
Play barefoot bowls at the local Lucindale Bowling Club. The Club will coordinate the competition and give out the winners prizes. 
Following the bowls the Club will provide a tasty country style dinner. You can choose to play bowls, come for dinner or do both.  
 
Golf Day  
The Lucindale Country Club will be the venue for the Golf Day. The course is undulating and a good test of golf. The players’ fee 
includes greenfees and a light lunch. Non players are welcome to “caddie” or just come for the lunch. A semi shotgun start will en-
sure the game does not take up to much time.  
 
“Acey Squares” Naracoorte Square Dancing Club,  
 Do-Se-Do Swing your partner, Audience participation, Basic moves will be instructed; Ladies bring your skirts and wear comfortable 
shoes, Casual night.   
 
Craft Workshops 
Two morning sessions have been scheduled for members to come along, learn a new skill or perhaps share their skills with others. It 
will also be an opportunity to meet at chat with others. A cost of $5 to $10 will pay for materials.  
No prior booking required. 
 
Games on the Green  
“The Green” will be a hive of activity most afternoons. Competitions in Finska, Petanque (Boules) and Ladder Golf will be available 
for members to partake and enjoy friendly competition. Just circle the box on your Registration Form to indicate you would like to 
play. Note: Finska are a supporter of the ACC National Musters. 
 
Pets  
The Yakka Park site is Pet Friendly. Pets are welcome however the following rules, as per the ACC Pet Policy, shall be adhered to 
whilst in attendance at the National Muster. 
 

All pets must be restrained on a short leash (no longer than 2 m) or in a cage at all times at the Muster site outside your accom-
modation. 

Owners must clean up after their pets. 
Pets are not permitted in any areas where food is being prepared or served. 
Pets are not permitted at indoor group gatherings or meetings 
Pets must not be a nuisance to other guests at the Muster site. 
Pets must not be left unattended either inside or outside your RV if they have a tendency to bark, squawk etc and disturb the 

peace. 
Dogs that have a tendency to snap or bite should be muzzled when in public. 
Pet owners agree to take full responsibility for any personal injury or damage caused by their pets whilst in the confines of the 

Muster site and agree to pay for any claims for compensation in relation to their pets activities. 
The only exception to the above rules applies to seeing eye dogs for the visually impaired. They will be permitted in areas out-
lined in points 3 and 4 above.  
Any complaints regarding pet behaviour should be directed to the Muster organisers. 
 

Dog off Leash area  
There will be an off leash area just outside the Muster site perimeters, within a short walk from the accommodation areas. 
 
Dog Kennels  
There are three local Dog Boarding Kennels local to Lucindale. They are, 
Struan Boarding Kennels, Grant's Ridge, Riddoch Highway, Naracoorte SA,  Phone08) 8764 7529 
Griffinrowe Kennels, Fitzgerald Rd, Hatherleigh SA,  Phone (08) 8735 9075 
 

Enquiries regarding the Annual National Muster should be directed to: 
By email events2014@australiancaravanclub.com.au  or by phone on 1800 734 493 
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                                               REGISTRATION FORM 
ACC 8th Annual National Muster 

 
Please use BLOCK letters (Write clearly) 
 
Members Surname ____________________________ Preferred FIRST Name for Badge _________________________ 
 
Partners Surname ____________________________               Preferred FIRST Name for Badge _________________________ 
 
Additional Names_____ ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACC Membership number ___________________           ACC Branch ______________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Town where you live for your Name Badge____________________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
 
Number and Street _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suburb / Town   _____________________________________________ __________ State _______     Postcode ___________ 
 
Home phone ____________________________________     Mobile phone__________________________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your RV OVERALL length (Tow hitch or front bumper to rear bumper) _______ metres 
 
How many ACC National musters have you attended?           Please circle       none,     1       2        3        4        5        6       7        
 
Does your RV have a shower?          YES /  NO       and a Toilet?    YES /  NO       
 
Are you a CURRENT FIRST AIDER     YES /  NO       If YES are you willing to be on the First Aid Roster     YES  /  NO 
 
Would you like to participate in the following activities? 
 
Boules Competition            YES  /  NO      Number of people PLAYING     _______ 
 
Finska Competition            YES  /  NO      Number of people PLAYING     _______ 
 
Ladder Golf Competition           YES  /  NO      Number of people PLAYING     _______ 
 
TAG A LONG, Tour   YES /  NO      Number of people participating _______ 
 
Craft Workshops             YES  /  NO      Number of people participating _______ 
 
Please tick the crafts workshop you are interested in: 
 
      Card Making.                                                                      Hand/Machined (Own machine required) Patchwork.         
  
     Xmas Decorations                                            Cross Stitch/ Embroidery.                                       Knitting/ Crocheting.        
 
Would you like to suggest a Craft to be included _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
List any other relevant information, special requests and medical needs 
 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS,   Please indicate WHAT FOODS YOU CANNOT EAT.            □  Tick this Box for further contact               
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MUSTER FEES 
 

“Yakka Park” will open for RV entrances from FRIDAY 10th Oct till MONDAY 20th Oct 2014 
 

Arrival Date         / 10 / 2014        Departure Date        / 10 / 2014 
 

 
 
Please complete the Registration Form and either:  
Post to the Secretary, Australian Caravan Club, PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes, Vic 3197 
Fax to 1800 734 493    OR 
Email  secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 
This is your invoice. Please print or make a copy if you require. 
Payment will be confirmed when payment is received. 
 
CHEQUE: Post completed Registration Form and enclose your cheque payable to Australian Caravan Club 
 

 
CREDIT CARD: Please complete the credit card details below 
 

 
Type of card              VISA             MASTERCARD 
 
Name on Card _________________________________ 
 

Card Number __________________________________ 
 

Expiry Date ________ Security Number__________ (Three digits on back of card) 
 

 
DIRET DEBIT: Bendigo bank A/C Name: Australian Caravan Club, BSB 633-108 Account No: 130 553 498   
  
Please indicate you ACC Membership Number and the words “National Muster” in the reference 
field. 
 

Please advise the Secretary if you are bringing NON MEMBER GUESTS along 
 

For details of REFUND conditions and programming please see Muster Information and Guidelines. 

  Number Each Total 

Registration Fee  ( $30 per person )   $ 30  $ 

Site Fees  ( $23 per night )   $ 23  $ 

Communal Welcome Breakfast on Tuesday  ( $ 8 per per-
son )   $ 8  $ 

Communal Evening Meal on Friday  ( $ 10 per person )   $ 10  $ 

Dinner Dance on Saturday  ( $ 28 per person )   $ 28  $ 

Dinner Dance on Saturday  ( $ 15 per child 5-15 yrs )   $ 15  $ 

Visit to Naracoorte Regional Livestock Exchange on Tues-
day 
     115 km               (Bus $ 8 per person) 

  $ 8  $ 

Bus Tour to Naracoorte via Penola on Wednesday 
     200 km              (Bus cost $ 15 per person)   $ 15  $ 

Golf Day on Thursday 
( $ 22 per player includes greenfee and lunch )   $ 22  $ 

Golf Day      ($ 8 per NON player lunch ONLY)   $ 8  $ 

Barefoot Bowls on Tuesday   ($ 5 per player)   $ 5  $ 

Dinner at Bowls on Tuesday   ($ 12 per person)   $ 12  $ 

TOTAL FEES      $ 
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Girgarre Moosic 
Muster 

 

(Alan Lazarus) 

turn for a modest $50.00 fee they 
are provided with a bush camp-
site, three meals, daily concerts 
(both indoor and outdoor), and 
unlimited access to a number of 
music workshops. Of course the 
company of several hundred 
other musioally inclined travelers 
is an added bonus! 
 

The towns’ full hospitality is ex-
tended to all, it’s not unusual to 
be invited to private functions, 
hosted by various townspeople in 
their own homes and, whilst the 
town itself does not offer a lot in 
the way of tourist attractions, it is 
centrally located to provide ac-
cess to many such items in the 
Goulburn Valley / Murray River 
area. 
 

As a person of musical inclina-
tion I made the annual pilgrim-
age, and upon arrival and setting 
up camp, was pleasantly sur-
prised to findseverl members of 
the Murray River Ramblers as 
my immediate neighbours. 
 

The Hockings and the Schnei-
ders had decided to come along 
and see what it was all about af-
ter seeing the muster advertised 
in the Nomad. I later discovered 
that some members of the Bay-
side Wanderers were also there. 
 

At the beginning of the muster, 
our MRR friends were not musi-
cians, at the end of the muster 
they were! They attendee the 
ukulele workshops, purchased 
ukes from an on-site trader, and 
even got to perform on the big-
stage! 
 

The camping area is set in several 
acres of bushland, directly oppo-
site the various venues, and pro-
vides sites that will handle every-
thing from large motorhomes to 
tents and camper trailers. Portable 
toilets are provided on site and a 
short walk across the road to the 
town hall gives access to showers 
and a dump point.  
 

When wandering around the 
camp area it doesn’t take a lot of 
thinking to realize that one is in a 
special place! There is music eve-
rywhere—form groups of friends 
“jamming” to individuals under 
awnings doing their own thing, 
and everyone smiles! 
 

The musical genres are wide and 
varied—Blues, Classic Rock, 
Country, and Folk. Talent levels 
vary between raw beginners to 
accomplished recording artists. 
Muso heaven! 
 

The venues for th workshops 
were all air conditioned—a real 
blessing! There were two concert 
venues, one indoor at the old 
town hall (also airconditioned) 
and one outdoor in the adjacent 

park, where a semi-trailer, trailer 
unit provided a ready made stage. 
 

Cont. p36 

Northern Victoria can get rather 
hot around the Christmas/New 
Year period, and this year was no 
exception! However temperatures 
in the low 40’s didn’t deter the 
stalwerts attending the 2014 Gir-
garre Moosic Muster. 

 

Girgarre is a small town, midway 
between Shepparton and Echuca. 
In common with manyof our 
smaller rural communities it is 
doing it tough in these times of 
uncertainty in the rural sector. 
 

But the people of Girgarre are a 
hardy lot, rather than depending 
on handouts from various sources, 
they have instigated a number of 
measures to bring much needed 
dollars to the town, one of which 
is their annual “Moosic Muster”. 
 

The deal for travelers, of a musi-
cal persuasion, is simple—in re-

A little town with a big heart! 
During the Muster the population 

increases considerably! 

Expect a bit more if invited 
around to a barbie by the locals! 

Instant Muso’s! Marie, Kaye and 
Henry from the Murray River 

Ramblers discovered the joy of 
the Uke! 

Camping Area—lovely! 

An im-promptu jamming venue 
set up in the camp area. 
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
 

It has become apparent that many members—particularly our newer members are not fully aware of the 
many benefits that their membership entitles them to. Here’s the current list. To keep up to date, simply log 
on to the club website, then click on “The Club”, and then “Member Benefits”. 

 

All members are encouraged to patronize the businesses listed, they have been generous in supporting the 
ACC, and in turn warrant our support. There is an old adage that we need to bear in mind—it goes along 
the lines of “Use it or lose it”! 

ALL ABOUT AUTO 
www.allaboutauto.com.au 
info@allaboutauto.com.au 
20% discount on purchases 

NO BOUNDARIES * 
www.noboundaries.com.au 
kymlyn@noboundaries.com.au 
Specials as advertised. 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS * 
Ph: 1800 240 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Free water alerts and advice. 

CAMPING BUG 
Ph: 02 6762 7184 
www.campingbug.com.au 
10% off anything on website 
Use code “Nomad” or call 

CAMPS AND VANS 
Ph: 0416 043 492 
www.campsandvans.com 
campsandvans@live.com.au 
$5.00 off subscription. 

CELLERMASTERS 
www.cellarmasters.com.au/cmcommunity 
5% discount 

CAMEC 
Ph: 1300422 632 
http://camec.com/ 

ENGINESAFE 
Ph: 1300 764 476 
www.enginesafe.com.au 
sales@enginesafe.com.au 
10% discount on purchases 
Quote “Nomad13” when ordering 

GSL ELECTRONICS 
Ph: 02 9620 9988 
www.gsl.com.au 
sales@gsl.com.au 

HITCH-EZY 
Ph: 0407 246 407 
www.hitch-ezy.com 
5% discount 

NATIONAL BENEFITS 

NOVUS WINDSCREEN REPAIRS 
www.novusautoglass.com.au 
michael.cooper@novusautoglass.com.au 
10% discount on all Novus products 
and services. 

NRMA PUBLISHING 
Ph: 1300 782 312 
23% off subscription to Australian 
Caravan + RV. 

OZLINKED 
Ph: 03 9020 3496 
www.ozlinked.com.au 
sanjay@ozlinked.com.au 
Partnership telecommunications ar-
rangement with ACC. 

THE HOSEBAG * 
Ph: 0438 385 622 
www.thehosebag.com.au 
judy@thehosebag.com.au 

TYRECHECKERS 
Ph: 1300 789 549 or 0408 778 492 
www.tyrecheckers.com.au 
enquiries@tyrecheckers.com.au 
20% off LED and Mechanical Tyre-
checkers, and deals on In-Dash Tyre-
dog TPMS by phone. Online offer 
when you type “Nomad” in the promo 
code section of the web checkout page. 

ULTRA TUNE AUSTRALIA 
www.ultratune.com.au 
10% off the local retail price of “Ultra 
Manufacturers Handbook Service”, 
“Ultra Minor Service”, and “Ultra Ma-
jor Service” at any of the 260 nation-
wide locations. 

SOUTHERN METAL SPINNERS 
Ph: 08 8382 6990 
www.southern-metal-spinners.com.au 
sales@southernmetalspinners.com.au 
20% off Dr. Livingstone range. 

QUEENSLAND 

BESTS CARAVAN SERVICE 
6/23 NissenSt, Pialba, Hervey Bay 
Ph: 07 4124 7166 
greta@bestscaravanservices.com.au 
3% discount on products and services 

BORUMBA FISHING& OUTDOORS 
111 Yabba Road, Imbil, Qld 4570 
Ph: 07 5484 5303 
www.borumbafishing.com.au 
borumba@gmail.com 
10% 0n orders of $50 or more. 

SUNCOAST CARAVAN SERVICE * 
17 Fishermans Road, Maroochydore, 
Qld 4558 
Ph: 07 5443 1036 
www.suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
info@sunshinecaravanservice.com.au 
10% discount on all items including 
spare parts. 

ESSENTIAL R.V. 
14 Glendale Ave, Hastings, Vic 3915 
Ph: 03 5979 3393 
www.essentialrv.com.au 
essentialrv@hotmail.com 
10% discount off RV accessories, cara-
van servicing. 

VICTORIA 

N.S.W. 

NOMAD COMPUTER SERVICES 
Ph: 0497 784 499 
mark@nomadcomputerservices.com.au 
10% discount on proof of membership. 

R&J BATTERIES 
1/7 McIlwraith St, Wetherill Park,  
NSW 2164 
Ph: 02 9616 3200 
www.rjbatt.com.au 
salesnsw@rjbatt.com.au 
10% off any purchase. LANDBASE AUSTRALIA 

Ph: 0408686 461 
www.landbase.com.au 
landbase@landbase.com.au 
12 months rego for 6 months fee for new 
clients. 

POWER BY NATURE 
0414 246 535 
www.pxn.com.au 
sales@pxn.com.au 

INVERELL BOATS & CARAVANS 
Ph: 02 6721 2211 
www.tohatsu.com.au/content/inverell-
boats-caravans 
sales@inverellboatsandcaravans.com.au 

For more information visit www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
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ACC PREFERRED CARAVAN PARKS 
 

NATIONAL 

ASPEN PARKS 
All sites nationally 
www.aspenparks.com.au 

OZ PARKS CHAIN 
Ph: 02 6025 0209 
www.ozparks.com.au 
All sites nationally. 

N.S.W. 

ATPM Escape 2 Holiday Parks 
www.atpm.com.au 

BALLINA 
Ballina Lakeside Caravan Park 
02 6686 3953 

BATEMANS BAY 
Shady Willows Caravan Park 
02 4472 4972 

BOYDTOWN via EDEN 
Twofold Bay Beach Resort 
1800 631 006 

BUCKENDERRA 
Buckenderra Holiday Park 
02 6453 7242 

CAREY BAY 
Paradise Palms Holiday Village 
02 4959 1271 

COWRA 
Cowra Holiday Park 
02 6342 2666 

DUBBO 
Big 4 Dubbo Parklands 
1800 033 072 

GILGANDRA 
Gilgandra Rotary Caravan Park 
02 6847 2423 

MOAMA 
A Shady River Holiday Park 
1800 674 239 

MOAMA 
Horseshoe Lagoon Holiday Park 
03 5482 2320 

HUSKISSON 
Jervis Bay Cabins & Hidden Creek Real 
Camping 
02 4441 5809 

INVERELL 
Sapphire City Caravan Park * 
02 6722 1830 

MOAMA 
Maiden’s Inn Holiday Park 
1800 356 801 

MURRURUNDI 
Murrurundi Caravan Park 
02 6546 6288 

NARRANDERA 
Narrandera Caravan Park 
02 6959 2955 

NUNDLE 
Fossickers Tourist Park 
02 6769 3355 

NORTH TUNCURRY 
Wallamba River Holiday Park 
1800 268 176 

SOUTH MAITLAND 
Coachstop Caravan Park 
02 4933 2950 

PEAK HILL 
Peak Hill Caravan Park 
02 6869 1422 

TERALBA 
Teralba Lakeside Caravan Park 
02 4958 5370 

TWEED HEADS 
Pyramid Holiday Park 
1800 617 323 or 07 5536 3666 

PORT MACQUARIE 
Jordans Boating Centre & Holiday Park 
02 6583 1005 

CHARTERS TOWERS 
Charters Towers Tourist Park 
1800 357 944 

BARCALDINE 
Barcaldine Homestead Caravan Park 
07 4651 1308 

QLD 

FISHERY FALLS 
Fishery Falls Holiday Park 
07 4067 5283 

HAZELDEAN 
Lake Somerset Holiday Park 
07 5497 1093 

KURRIMINE BEACH 
Kurrimine Beach Holiday Park 
1300 725 525 

NORMANVILLE 
Jetty Caravan Park Normanville 
08 8558 2038 

STANTHORPE 
Stanthorpe Top of the Town Tourist Park * 
Ph: 07 4681 4888 

Hey Everyone—Use Them, or Lose Them. 

BOMBAH POINT 
Myall Shores Holiday Park 
02 4997 4457 

TAMWORTH 
City Lights Caravan Park 
02 6765 7664 

WALLAGA LAKE (Bermagui) 
Regatta Point Holiday Park 
02 6493 4253 

CAIRNS 
Cairns Holiday Park 
1800 559 800 

GIG GIN 
Lake Monduran Holiday Park 
1800 988 532 

MARYBOROUGH 
Huntsville Caravan Park 
07 4121 4075 

PALM COVE 
Palm Cove Holiday Park 
1800 736 640 

MOUNT ISA 
Mount Isa Caravan Park 
07 4743 3252 

URANGAN (Hervey Bay) 
Hervey Bay Caravan Park 
07 4128 9553 

S.A. 

CEDUNA 
Ceduna Airport Caravan Park 
08 8625 2416 

COBDOGLA 
Codbogla Station Caravan Park 
08 8588 7164 

MILANG 
Milang Lakeside Caravan Park 
08 8537 0282 

KINGSTON SE 
Kingston Caravan Park  
08 8767 2050 

MOUNT GAMBIER 
Pine Country Caravan Park 
08 8725 1899 

MURRAY BRIDGE 
Princes Hwy Caravan Park 
08 8532 2860 

PORT AUGUSTA 
Port Augusta BIG4 Holiday Park 
1800 833 444 

ROXBY DOWNS 
Myall Grove Holiday Park 
1800 356 103 

VICTOR HARBOUR 
Victor Harbour Beachfront Holiday Park 
1800 609 079 

More, on the next page! 
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GUNBOWER 
Gunbower Caravan Park 
03 5487 1412 

TAS 

LAKE BOLAC 
Lake Bolac Caravan & Tourist Park * 
03 5350 2329 

MILDURA 
Palms Caravan Park 
03 5023 1774 

RUTHERGLEN 
Rutherglen Caravan & Tourist Park02 
6032 8577 

RAVENSTHORPE 
Ravensthorpe Caravan Park 
08 9838 1050 

VIC 

Entries marked with an  * are  
operated by ACC members. 

LAKES ENTRANCE 
Eastern Beach Holiday Park 
1800 761 762 

PORT ARTHUR 
Port Arthur Holiday Park 
1800 607 057 

BAIRNSDALE 
Mitchell Gardens Holiday Park 
03 5152 4654 

BELMONT 
Geelong Riverview Tourist Park 
1800 336 225 

BRAYBROOK 
Ashley Gardens BIG4 Holiday Village 
1800 061 444 

BRIGHT 
Bright Holiday Park 
03 5755 1141 

W.A. 

EBDEN 
Boathaven Holiday Park 
1800 352 982 

ECHUCA 
Yarraby Holiday Park 
1800 222 052 

MILDURA 
Golden River Holiday Park 
1800 621 262 

COWES 
Amaze ‘n’ Things Holiday Park 
03 5952 2020 

KERANG 
Ibis Caravan Park 
03 5452 2232 

LAKES ENTRANCE 
Lakes Entrance Tourist Park 
03 5155 1159 

LAKE BURRUMBEET 
Lake Burrumbeet Caravan Park 
03 5344 0583 

MACEDON 
Macedon Caravan Park 
03 5426 1528 

PORT CAMPBELL 
Port Campbell Holiday Park 
1800 505 466 

PORTLAND 
Portland Bay Holiday Park 
1800 622 005 

TARRA VALLEY 
Tarra Valley Tourist Park 
03 5186 1283 

ALBANY 
Albany Happy Days Caravan Park 
08 9844 3267 

TAWONGA SOUTH 
Mount Beauty Holiday Centre 
03 5754 4396 

WODONGA 
Wodonga Caravan & Cabin Park 
02 6024 2598 

BUSSELTON 
Four Seasons Holiday Resort 
08 9755 4082 

CAVERSHAM 
Perth Vineyards Holiday Park 
1800 679 992 

COOGEE 
Coogee Beach Holiday Park 
1800 817 016 

CORAL BAY 
Ningaloo Reef Resort 
1800 795 522 

EXMOUTH 
Exmouth Cape Holiday Park 
1800 621 101 

KARRATHA 
Balmoral Holiday Park 
08 9185 3628 

KARRATHA 
Pilbara Holiday Park 
1800 451 855 

MUNSTER 
Woodman Point Holiday Park 
1800 244 133 

PORT HEADLAND 
Cooke Point Holiday Park 
08 9173 1271 

SHARK BAY 
Monkey Mia Dolphin Resort 
1800 653 611 

 The outdoor concerts were held 
in the evenings—a little cooler, 
and very comfortable. 

The final day of the muster coin-
cides with the local Farmers Mar-
ket. Plenty of fresh, locally grown 
fruit and veggies, plus the usual 
art and craft items—plenty of 
stuff to squeeze into the ‘van and 
take back to the city! 
 

As you would expect music plays 
a role in the market as well, with 
several groups playing through-
out the day. 

 The Girgarre Moosic Muster is 
held in January each year, all are 
welcome and no bookings are 
necessary. Check it on the inter-
net at www.Girgarre.com.au. 
 

It was lovely to experience and 
support a town that is willing to 
help itself out of its troubles. I 
wish them every success!  
 

I will be back there next year, 
hope you can join me! 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Concerts and open-mics provided 
plenty of good entertainment. 

Nothing like a bit of music to per-
suade you to spend up at the mar-
ket. The “Chovies” were one of 
several acts to perform on the 

day. 
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We Are The ACC  (Vince Burgess, 2014) 
 

      C                                               F                                C  
We  come  from  many  places,  in  this  great  southern  land 
 
                              Am                                 F          G              C 
We’ll  travel  over  desert  plains….to  see  rivers,  lakes  and  sands 
 
                                                                     F                          G               Am 
I’ve  stood  upon  the  mountain  tops….and  you  stood  there  with  me 
 
        C                                                     F          G      C 
And  wherever  we  may  muster….we  are  the  ACC. 
 
 
 
C                                              F      C 
We  are  friends,  and  we  are  travelling 
 
Em   Am        G                               C 
All  over  this  great  southern  land 
 
Em                         Am              F   C 
This  is  our  home,  this  is  Australia 
 
F  C    Am  G           C           G      C 
I  am,  you  are,  we  are  the  ACC. 
 
 
 
      C                                                              F                            C 
You  and  I  are  friends  you  know  in  this  land  that  we  call  home 
 
      Am                                               F     G            C 
From  Tassie  to  the  tip,  and  wherever  we  may  roam 
 
                                                                         F             G          Am 
From  coast  to  coast  and  all  the  places  we’ve  seen  in  between 
 
    C                                                                  F                   G      C 
Underneath  the  Southern  Cross  you  know  we  are  the  ACC 
 
 
 
C                                              F      C 
We  are  friends,  and  we  are  travelling 
 
Em   Am        G                               C 
All  over  this  great  southern  land 
 
Em                         Am              F   C 
This  is  our  home,  this  is  Australia 
 
F  C    Am  G           C           G      C 
I  am,  you  are,  we  are  the  ACC. 
 

Repeat last verse, then close with 
 
F  C    Am  G           C           G      C 
I  am,  you  are,  we  are  the  ACC. 

Member Vince Burgess felt that it was about time 
that we had a Club Song, for the ACC. 
 

Here you see the fruits of his labours—Good Job, 
Vince! A lovely piece of work! 
 

The melody is pretty close to “We are Australian” - 
wouldn’t it be great to hear the massed voices sing-
ing it at Lucindale? (Hint, Hint!) 
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From the Branches 
Bayside Wanderers 

 

Traralgon Muster 
(Sheryl Opie) 

The Park Lane Top Tourist Cara-
van Park is on the Princes High-
way just a few kilometres west of 
Traralgon. The early arrivals the 
Parsons’, Padghams, Angelones 
and Wildish’s have taken their 
4WD’s bush bashing up to Wal-
halla. Tina & Trev arrive having 
spent six days 
free camping at 
Cowwarr Weir. 
 

As the weather is 
hot we swim in 
the pool and gen-
erally take things 
easy until happy 
hour. A cool 
breeze comes in 
and makes for a 
lovely evening 
under the stars for 
those enjoying a 
glass of red and a 
chat in the BBQ 
area. We play 
cards well into 
the night and in-
troduce poor old 
Trev to Phase 10. I think Mavis 
did too good a job of teaching him 
as he really did take to it. 
 

Friday starts with a hot morning 
and we all wander about clutching 
coffees and chatting. Brian P, very 
kindly checks the ball weights on 
some vans, which leaves most 
owners shaking their heads and at 
least one seeing dollar signs.  
 

We spend an afternoon of swim-
ming in the incredibly shallow 
pool and some folks hibernate in 
the cool of their vans. Before we 
know it happy hour has snuck up 
on us again and all of our mem-
bers have now arrived.  
 

For a multitude of reasons we 
have a lot of people staying in 

cabins this time. We have new 
members Brett & Shona from 
Langwarrin joining us, also Alan 
& Philippa drop in to say hello 
from the Gippsland Gypsies. 
Southern Nomads members 
Glenys & Warren and Brian & 
Heather are also here. In all we 
have 29 in attendance. 
 

The temperature which had 
climbed to 38 degrees dropped 
again at sundown and allowing 
us to enjoy the evening. A large 

bushfire has started at Yallourn 
North and is burning out of con-
trol. The caravan park is only a 
few hundred metres from the lo-
cal airport so we are being 
treated to an amazing display of 
aerial activity as fire fighting 
helicopters and planes buzz not 
far above us. 
 

On Saturday morning Kel Wil-
kinson leads a 4WD rally up into 
the hills at Rawson, to Coopers 
Creek across the Old Coach 
Road to Bruntons Bridge via 
Toongabbie. They take off early 
to beat the inevitable heat. We’re 
led to believe that a few difficult 
ladies / navigators were aban-
doned creek side for a time.  
 

The Opies decide that the best 
way to beat the heat is to go to a 
country pub for lunch so with 
Trev and Tina on board we drive 
south to Yarram and have a very 
ordinary meal in the grand old 
Yarram Club Hotel. Everything 
comes with chips, no vegies, no 
salad nothing else.  
 

The pub is delightfully cool, the 
beer ice cold, the company great 
and it is an interesting old build-
ing so it is easy to forget how hot 
it is outside. The town is very 
quiet, no doubt everyone is in-
doors with the air conditioning 

on. We gaze in 
awe at the Loy 
Yang power 
station on the 
way back and 
decide that 
with so many 
kilometres of 
conveyor belts 
it could be 
turned into a 
great roller 
coaster if ever 
the coal mining 
stops. 
 

In the Rec 
room, Mavis 
and Shaz run a 
game of Pic-

t ionary that 
causes us great mirth and is won 
after a tie breaker by the Seaford 
Sexy Six or is that the Sexy Sea-
ford Six being the Pooles, Opies 
and Wilkinsons. Thanks Kel your 
drawing got us over the line de-
spite Lesley’s concerns.  
 

We have a raffle and Tina buys a 
signed tennis ball for $10. If it 
really was signed by Steffi Graf 
we’ll never know. Caron does a 
roaring trade selling home made 
jams and chutneys and husband 
Peter is crawling around under 
peoples sinks selling water filters. 
 

After dinner the bravest of our 
bunch play cards even though the 
air conditioner in the rec room is 
struggling. A few folks endeav-

Bushfire Sunset—Traralgon 
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our to solve the problems of the 
world over a red wine but most 
chill out in their cool cabins and 
vans. 
 

Thankfully the night became mild 
enough for sleep although the fire 
choppers woke a few when they 
started up again at 3:00am on 
Sunday morning. It’s hot, damned 
hot.  
 

The camp management cooked us 
a fabulous breakfast of bacon, 
eggs, pancakes and maple syrup. 
By mid morning the heat is ex-
treme and a strong wind is rocking 
the caravans. There are now fires 
at Bruthen and Yarram as well as 
Yallourn North which is still blaz-
ing out of control. We secure our 
awnings and a few others and 
stow any surplus gear before pool-
ing cars and heading into Traral-
gon to seek some respite at The 
Grand Junction Hotel.  
 
 

From the caravan park the Yal-
lourn fire is now quite obvious to 
the north west of us and the air is 
thick with smoke. The park fire 
hoses are readied for use. There 
are fires all over the state now so 
all we can do is wait and watch. 

The highway out front is now 
closed and hundreds of cars are 
banked up out front. People are 
being evacuated from Morwell 
and motor homes and trailers are 
coming in to the safety of the 
park. At happy hour the park 
management address all guests 
and the rec room is filled to the 
brim. The staff members are very 
professional and assure us of our 
safety, how to take the back lane 
to the nearby hospital if neces-
sary and how we will be alerted 
if the situation escalates. There is 
a possibility that power will be 
lost as the fire is now threatening 
the Hazelwood power station. 
Some of our members offer the 
use of their generators for any 
guests that may need to operate 
medical equipment. Morwell is 
now threatened from the north, 
south and east. 
 

Mavis gets a couple of card 
games going but we all keep 
jumping up to look at the fires 
every time the pack is shuffled. 
Two fires have now joined hav-
ing crossed the Princes Highway. 
Another is burning at Yarram to 
the south. The sun sets in an 

enormous red orb behind the pall 
of smoke, the fire glows crimson 
in the western sky. We drift off to 
bed coughing our goodnights and 
hoping like hell we won’t be 
awakened by the evacuation 
alarm. 
 

Monday morning and the Princes 
highway and the Yarram road are 
both still closed to through traffic. 
We may as well relax, at least the 
smoke has cleared. Caron has to 
have a procedure at the Frankston 
Hospital so she and Peter take a 
back road through the hills and 
make it home in time. A few oth-
ers and the ‘cabin’ crew also 
leave via the back roads. 
 

By late afternoon the highway 
reopens and one worried member 
goes off car shopping. An after-
noon chat becomes happy hour 
and something akin to plane spot-
ting as necks crane skywards.The 
weather is now conducive to sit-
ting in the open air. 
 

On Tuesday morning the last of 
us pack up our ash dusted vans 
and disperse to either home or 
fire safe and less smoky free 
camps in the Gippsland area. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Southerly Busters 
Lake Conjola  

Muster 
 

(Peter Stanhope) 

Lake Conjola Island View Cara-
van Park was the destination for 
the “Busters’” first muster for 
2014, and a very pleasant venue it 
was.  Situated on the southern 
shore of Lake Conjola, the park 
was well suited to our needs, with 
wide sites and excellent amenities.  
With the kids all back at school, 
the camp was beautifully quiet. 
 

The muster began with the usual 
Friday afternoon Happy Hour and 
sign-in.  The committee were de-

lighted with the attendance: 25 
members and 3 visitors.  Just as 
delightful was the joining up of 
John and Lynne from Canberra. 
 

Saturday morning saw a brief 
committee meeting—the first for 
the new committee—and then a 
games morning where our mem-
bers battled each other in Boules 
and Klops.  Annette became our 
Klops champion, with Siggy and 
John taking out the Boules prize. 

Not everyone played; 
Rod took time out to 
show us his plumbing 
skills. 
 

Lunch was a barbeque at 
the camp kitchen, with 
free time to do whatever 
for the afternoon.  On 
offer were beach-going, 
canoeing, fishing, swim-
ming or touring. 
 

Four-thirty saw us all back at the 
camp kitchen for a second happy 
hour, during which time we did 
some planning for future musters 
and a tagalong. 
 

Annette continued her good luck 
with a win in the fifty club draw, 
while Geri took out the second 

draw. 
 

After an evening 
barbeque, there 
was a movie 
night, where an 
Aussie movie 
was shown. 
 

Sunday morning 
started early, 

with a pancake breakfast, where  

well over $60 was raised for club 
funds.  Thank you to the cooks!  
The pancakes, liberally sprinkled 
with honey or maple syrup and 
berries, were delicious. 
 

Sunday afternoon saw three or 
four of our Busters pack up and 
head for home, while the rest 
stayed on to enjoy yet another 
sunny summer’s day with the 
group. 
 

With an attendance close to 75% 
of members, we all thought our 
first muster for the year a very 
successful one. 

ooOOoo 

Camec is very pleased to an-
nounce a new partnership with 
the Australian Caravan Club 
(ACC) to provide exclusive bene-
fits to members of the club. 
 

ACC Members are now eligible 
to receive a 10% discount on all 
Camec branded products upon 
showing their membership cards 
at all Camec retailers. 
 

A 10% discount will also be 
a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  v i a 
www.camec.com on all Camec 
branded products using the code 
acc10. 
 

Whether you’re considering fit-
ting out your new caravan or RV 
with the best windows, doors or 
aluminum, or simply looking for 
new and exciting accessories to 
add to your caravan or camping 
supplies, Camec has a range to 
cater for all needs. 
 

With Seventy four Camec retail-
ers throughout Australia and New 
Zealand there is sure to be one 
near you. 
 

From car and towing accessories, 
plumbing and bathroom products, 
appliances, accessories, electrical 
and lighting, through to doors, 
windows, awnings and more – 
Camec has everything you need 
to help you Go Further. 

ooOOoo 
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Our Christmas muster dates were 
Fri 15 – Sun 17 November, how-
ever many attendees set up at the 
Yarraman Caravan Park much 
earlier in the week.  The storm 
season had also decided to com-
mence after months of very little 
rain in SE Queensland, however 
we still received plenty of sun-
shine during our stay.  From our 
vantage point high on the hill 
above Yarraman we were able to 
watch the lightning and thunder 
shows, with most storms going 
north and to the south of us.  We 
were very lucky not to receive the 
‘cricket size’ hail stones like Ma-
roochydore & Boonah.     

Some members visited the nearby 
towns of Nanango and Blackbutt, 
others undertook local walks, and 
checked out the Yarraman Weir or 
the Heritage House in town.  We 
did a round car trip one day, driv-
ing to Cooyar, back to Maiden-
well for a picnic lunch, then up 
into the Bunya Mountains and 
down the other side to Kumbia 
before heading back via Tarong 
Power Station.  The countryside 
was looking so much better after 
recent rain.  Great news for the 
grazing cattle and local fruit trees 
growing in the rich red soil (I 

found myself wishing for this 
type of soil at home).  
Some card games were played 
during the week, the local Royal 
Hotel was visited for dinner on a 
few occasions, andmeat pies 
were sampled from both the Yar-
raman and Blackbutt Bakeries.  
The local IGA was well fre-
quented, as were the local 
butcher shops. 
 

A small undercover meeting area 
plus nearby shady trees in the 
caravan park saw many morning 
tea get-togethers and happy 
hours before we moved into the 
clubroom later in the week for 
our Christmas dinner, and also 
Sunday raffles & trivia. 

The official ‘happy hour’ kicked 
off on the Friday afternoon.  
ACC’s National Chairman Tom 
Smith was a welcome visitor to 
this Muster, also eager to discuss 
a Chairman’s Muster at Mary-
borough next June.  WBBN 
members present over the week-
end included the Callaghans, 
Cheshires, Cornalls, Gerchows, 
Owens, Hoffmanns, Jacksons, 
Kernkes, McLeans, Millars, 
Morris, Rehrens, Robinson/
Brackin, Stuarts and Tsakisiris.  

Saturday saw our usual morning 
tea get-together before our AGM 
and then the General Meeting.  
Existing committee members 
vacated their positions and Ray 
Cornall, as Returning Officer, 

presided over the election of the 
new bearers - President Trevor 
Owens, Vice-President Athol 
Paradine, Secretary Jenny Re-
hren, Treasurer John Hoffmann, 
and Bush Telegraph Editor 
Narelle Hoffmann.  Russ Ger-
chow was thanked for his many 
valuable years on the Committee 
and Athol was welcomed as the 

new Vice-President.  Visitors 
Beryl and John Siller (and later 
ACC members) were welcomed 
to the muster, as were ACC mem-
bers Bert & Janie Mol from 
Country Cruisers. 

ACC Board Member, Bruce 
Beausang was also welcomed to 
the muster on Saturday afternoon; 
however that happy hour was a 
little light on in attendance as 
many were getting ready for our 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads 

Yarraman Muster 
 

(Lorraine Owens) 
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Christmas party.  We all thor-
oughly enjoyed our Christmas 
dinner of roast chicken, leg ham, 
baked potatoes, carrots, mixed 
vegetables, gravy and dinner rolls 
catered by Lee & Pam from the 
Caravan Park, not to mention the 
dessert that followed - plum pud-
ding, brandy sauce and ice-cream 
(yummy!).  Local country music 
artist Tom Bennett then enter-
tained us with his guitar playing, 
singing and jokes which, at times, 
had some people in stitches and 
red in the face (I wonder who that 
was).  During the night Christmas 
gifts from the Club were also 
given out to all in attendance by 
Santa (Trevor) & Mrs Claus 
(Lorraine).   

Sunday morning saw another 
gathering in the clubroom for 
morning tea (& homemade Christ-
mas cake) and the drawing of do-
nated raffle items, with lots of 
happy winners (good work Fred!).   
A very entertaining trivia which 
had us racking our brains was then 
presented by Danny & Lola Jack-
son, with Gail & Russ collecting 
the top prize.  After the usual 
group photo, many WBBN mem-
bers departed for home.  Not long 
afterwards a storm, which had 
been predicted to pass us by, 
found Chairman Tom on his way 
home, not that far from Yarraman.  
The remaining vans on-site man-
aged to do a little pre-packing be-
fore the wet weather set in.  No 
Klop was played that afternoon 
however most of the remaining 
attendees enjoyed a final meal at 
the local pub that evening.   

Bright sunshine greeted us on 
Monday morning as most of the 
remaining vans did their final 
pack.  Then a baby tawny frog-
mouth owl and a frill-necked liz-

ard sitting very close together on 
a tree branch required a last 
photo-shoot before most of the 
remaining vans departed for 
home or further travels.  The owl 
family of Mum, Dad and 2 ba-
bies had previously been nesting 
in large trees at the back of the 
Rehrens/Hoffmans however it 
seems it was now high time that 
the babies should look after 
themselves, with no sign of the 
parents that morning.   

All in all, it was a great weekend 
catching up with one another, 
whilst also enjoying Yarraman 
and the surrounding areas.  It is 
hoped that everyone enjoyed safe 
travels after the muster, and all 
WBBN members and their fami-
lies are wished a very Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. 

ooOOoo 

Moreton Bay  
Drifters 

Kenilworth Muster 
 

(Lee Fulton) 

Hope everyone enjoyed the Ken-
ilworth Muster as much as I did 
( except for the dramatics with 
the old guy that lives with me ).  
 

We arrived on the 3rd of Decem-
ber and already 6 or so vans were 
there, some visitors as well as 
Drifters. As we set up more vans 
came, and more vans. By 
Wednesday evening there were 
about 25 vans and Thursday they 
kept coming and Friday they 
kept on coming 42 vans in total, 
we basically took over ½ of the 
showground space.  
 

After much hugging and kissing 
and catching up on people’s trips 
and the ACC muster, some peo-
ple hadn’t been home yet since 
the muster in Mudgee NSW. We 
all got down to the business of 

Klop and Happy Hour and indi-
vual Happy Hours, and generally 
having a good old time.  
 

Some people went on short trips 
around the town and beyond. I 
went with Gail and Gordon to the 
Maleny Cheese Factory (YUM) 
The Wills hadn’t been to the fac-
tory before, but bought lots of 
cheese after much tasting.  
 

Some went across to the Kenil-
worth cheese factory for tastings, 
or morning and or afternoon teas. 
The cheese factory very kindly 
gave us a cheese basket to raffle 
on Saturday night. Some of the 
girls went on a visit to the lovely 
clothes boutique in the town, very 
hard to resist buying something 
or another. The café that catered 
for our Saturday night dinner 
party was visited by quite a few 
of the members of MBD,s too.  
 

Friday night was desert and cof-
fee after dinner, which everyone 
enjoyed, as all the deserts were 
eaten it was a very enjoyable eve-
ning.  
 

Saturday was quite hot and sticky 
I think the temperature got to 
about 30 degrees. The local 
cricket team played on the oval, 
and quite a few of our die hard 
cricket lovers were entertained 
with play.  
 

After lunch everyone gathered in 
the big hall for The Moreton Bay 
Drifters General Meeting. This 
was followed by the AGM and 
election of the new committee, 
which in fact is 2013 committee 
with a new vice president that 
being Mel Baker, thanks Mel for 
putting your hand up. So for 2014 
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the committee is listed on the 
front page of the newsletter. 
Thanks on behalf of the members 
who attended and those who were 
unable to attend, for putting up 
your hands once again so that the 
club has another year of fun with 
our branch of the ACC. Please 
offer any support you can to assist 
the committee.  
 

After the serious business was 
over, members got together to set 
out the tables and decorate them 
in readiness for the Christmas 
Dinner catered for by Mcginn’s 
coffee shop. The club subsidized 
members by paying half of the 
cost of dinner and visitors paid 
$20 for a lovely meal of cold 
meats and salads, with desert of 
fruit and yogurt. ( I think everyone 
enjoyed the meal.)  
 

Everyone chatted and laughed 
their way through dinner. Then 
came the secret Santa prezies 
which Zane once again did a ster-
ling job in giving out the gifts. He 
also handed out the prizes for the 
raffles, well supported by the 
members with loads of donated 
gifts. Mel and Helen did a fine job 
as they always do selling the tick-
ets all in all we raised a wopping 
$400 for the Flying Doctors Ser-
vice. The spirit of Christmas was 
in the air at dinner and after.  
 

Zane won a bottle of wine in the 
raffle, to go into his cellar I be-
lieve, good on you Zane, that’s 
whats called thinking ahead. 
There were was prize for the best 
decorated van, this went to Sue 

and Les, their van looked as 
good as the lights in the city, 
well done, really pretty. Then 
there was a prize for the best 
dressed table, it was a difficult 
decision, all the tables looked 
lovely but the winner was Judy 

and Alan and Glenys 
and Wayne and 
Anne and Percy’s 
table so congratula-
tions to all of you. 
Then came the time 
to give a prize for the 
best Christmas hat, 
the ladies prize went 
to Lesley for her lit-
tle number. Then it 
was a little difficult 
for the men’s prize 
to be judged, finally 
the prize was given 

to Alan Richardson with his 
Santa hat that was a little excit-
able at times ( you had to be 
there). 
  

Then some of us stayed on as we 
put the music on and danced and 

were also entertained by Zane. I 
think some of us learned some 
very out there steps when Zane 
was dancing, he had a ball and it 
is lovely to see that a young guy 
is happy to mix with the older 
generation. Cookies you must be 
very proud of him, he is just a 
lovely guy. I think Glenys 
showed us some the steps she 
learned on her trip to Spain, very 
matadorish, we all had a good 
time dancing and singing along to 
eighties songs.  
 

With night drawing to a 
close ,most retired for the night, 
however the party went on for the 
die hard port drinkers. ( Pitty I 
don’t drink port ).  
 

Sunday a few people started leav-
ing whilst some were staying on 
for a few more days and Ted was 
staying another week.  
 

Looking forward to a happy 
2014, with lots of travel and good 
times.  

ooOOoo 
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The end of the year is upon us, 
and we ask where did it go?  Does 
time travel faster as we get older, 
or are we just living more hectic 
lives? 
 

Our major Muster for the last cou-
ple of months encompassed the 
ACC National Muster and also 
our branch’s Annual General 
Meeting. 
 

It began at Blackheath on October 
10 with very hot windy condi-
tions.  Initially 5 vans including 
new members, the Harrisons.  
Happy Hour was held in the fan-
tastic Camp Kitchen where we 
were joined by members from the 
Southerly Busters.  The Hoggs 
pulled in after dark in their new 
van which they had picked up that 
day from Newcastle!! 
 

A cool front came thru in the mid-
dle of the night, with sun shining 
in the morning, although with a 
fresh nip in the air.  Everyone off 
sight-seeing today.  David & I 
drove into the Megalong Valley 
and had lunch in the café in the 
garden, looking up at the escarp-
ment.  The Glovers also arrive to-
day, in time for Happy Hour. 
 

More sight-seeing on Saturday:  
lookouts over the valley and the 
Rhodedendron Gardens in full 
colour.  A quiet afternoon and 
Dinner at the local pub. 
 

Sunday we headed off to the Na-
tional Muster at Mudgee Agricul-

tural Rural Education Centre, 
where we arrive in very hot 
windy conditions.  We spent a 

week here on a 
very well set up 
area.  220 vans, all 
with power and 
water, and toilets 
evenly spaced 
a r o u n d  t h e 
grounds.  
 

An amazing array 
of activities to 

keep us busy, from talks 
on different aspects of caravan-
ning, to craft sessions and sports:  
boules, finska, golf, bowls, car 
rally, etc. 
 

Plenty of sights to see, and wine 

to sample at the local vineyards. 
 

 Happy hour every afternoon.  A 
breakfast, a bbq dinner and a din-
ner dance. 
 

A week later we headed for Or-
ange; a slight change of plan due 
to the bushfires in the area.  A 
couple more vans caught up with 
us here. 
 

Grenfell was the next stop, a 
small country town, but with 
plenty to see and do. 
 

Then on to Jugiong, a free camp 
with plenty of room and always a 
popular spot. 
 

A free camp on the river north of 
Braidwood, where we stopped 

over for the night. Then on to 
Lake Tabourie for a couple of 
nights. Berry Showground was 
our last stop. 
 

Here we gathered for our Annual 
General  Meeting and Xmas get-
together. 
 

A lovely feast was laid on by all 
the members, after which we 
played Crazy Whist.  Lots of 
laughs from all! 
 

ooOOoo 

Southern  
Highlanders 
Tag-a-Long 

 

(Ellen Wightman) 

Quite a lot of vans arrived a cou-
ple of days early for this muster. 
Mostly, the members were happy 
to be away from the Melbourne 
winter weather that has been put-
ting a dampener on spring ever 
since winter officially ended. 
 

Yarrawonga turned on the sun-
shine on Thursday morning and 
the camp site turned on the pan-
cakes – yummm! We all ate our 
fill and spent the rest of the day 

Southern Nomads 
Yarrawonga  

Muster 
 

(Andrew & Leah Wallis) 
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catching up with each other and 
checking out the Yarrawonga 
shops. More club members turned 
up during the day and swelled the 
total for the weekend to 36 cara-
vans and one couple in a cabin. 
 

Thursday happy hour was spent in 
brilliant sunshine followed by a 
visit by most of the group to the 
Mulwala Club, better known as 
the RSL. Courtesy buses were or-
ganised for the short drive there, 
over the other side of the Yarra-
wonga Weir. We went to the Dig-
gers restaurant and enjoyed dinner 
followed by the pokies for some 
and the raffle for others. There 
were winners and grinners from 
both activities in the bus back to 
camp. 
 

Friday morning was beautiful 
again and perfect for a walk along 
the Murray or into Yarrawonga 
and along the shores of Lake Mul-
wala. Everyone was back in time 
for a group photo taken by the lo-
cal newspaper out in the sunshine 
on the lawns of Holiday Park. 
 

The highlight of Friday after-
noon was an organised visit to 
the Rich Glen Olive Farm, just 
6km along the highway towards 
Cobram. With 36,000 olive trees 
and their own on-site pressing 
and processing, this family 
owned business is well worth 
supporting. We 
were treated to a 
very informative 
talk about Austra-
lia’s virgin olive 
oil and sampled 
their myriad of 
products before 
buying bags full 
of salad dressings, 
olives and olive 
oil. The coffee 
and homemade 
cakes out on the 
terrace topped off 
the afternoon. 
 

That evening, the Committee or-
ganised for 29 pizzas to be deliv-
ered to the camp kitchen for $5 a 
head and there were just 5 bits of 
pizza left at the end of the meal. 

It was another chance to eat, meet 
and greet, followed by the funni-
est, noisiest and craziest Bingo 
night ever. 
 

Saturday brought a foretaste of 
Christmas with some tinsel deco-
rated caravans, party hats, Christ-
mas tee shirts and reindeer ant-

lers. Kris Kringle gifts were de-
livered and everyone was soon 
into the party spirit, but first the 
AGM had to be held. Our present 
committee all re-nominated, so 

The Reindeer! 
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proceedings at the AGM didn’t 
take long and Terry agreed to take 
o n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  j o b 
“temporarily”. 
 

It wasn’t long before someone 
said they could hear the jingle of 
bells and the patter of reindeer 
hooves and round the corner came 
eight female reindeer pulling a 
jolly Santa with his sacks of pre-
sents. Santa made himself comfor-
table under the veranda of the 
camp kitchen and welcomed each 
couple up to accept their gifts and 
have their photos taken. Some 
were even brave enough to sit on 
his knee. 
 

No sooner was Kris Kringle over 
than it was Happy Hour. Still sit-
ting on the lawn outside the camp 
kitchen, the weather changed a 
little, the clouds darkened and a 
few heavy rain drops threatened to 
dampen the proceedings. How-
ever, it passed without too much 
effect and the happiness contin-
ued. 
 

Our organised annual dinner be-
gan with a prayer led by Jack 
White in memory of Cookie who 
had been well known and loved 
by many club members since the 
branch was founded. 
 

Dinner was followed by desert 
and then by the raffle and auc-
tion. Dozens of prizes and do-
nated goods from forks to fishing 
stools and candles to camping 
stoves were won and auctioned 
through the evening. The last 

item to be auctioned was a bottle 
of very rare Southern Nomads 
port. The bidding was very fierce 
between two anonymous phone 
bidders and the bottle eventually 
went to Rob’s connection for the 
record sum of $66. 
 

Sunday was somewhat subdued 
after the antics of Saturday, but 
generally kicked off with visits 
to the Rotary Market at the 
Showgrounds followed by quiet 
lunches, boules and ladder golf. 
Glenys and Warren won the 
boules competition and the silver 
cup that Peter and Cath have 
been carrying with them all year. 
 

After Happy Hour, most of the 
happy campers went off to enjoy 
a Chinese all-you-can-eat-for-

twenty-dollars banquet at the 
RSL.  
 

Monday morning was a hive of 
activity as most members packed 
up and said goodbye to a very 
enjoyable weekend of merri-
ment. 

ooOOoo 

Kris Kringle 

Swan River Rovers 
Willowbrook Farm 

Muster 
 

(John Colgan) 

“Thursday Arrivals” are becom-
ing more common as the musters 
roll out.  An early Thursday start 
to the relaxed and convivial mus-
ter milieu was made by over a 
dozen members.  As a forward 
scout the early birds were able to 
warn members who were still to 
arrive 20Km west of Gingin that 
only bore water was piped to the 
vans but that didn’t prove to be a 
hassle to the SRR veterans who 
quickly made alternative arrange-
ments to bring fresh drinking wa-
ter.   
 

Amongst the early starters were 
David and Jan Beard who are ac-
tually still finishing off their two 
year jaunt around much of Aus-
tralia but now back in WA. Most 
of the 26-strong contingent had 
arrived by lunch time on the Fri-
day.    

Five of the 25 vans were visitors; 
Geoff & Jan Tuke from the West-
ern Wallabies, and the other four 
looking us over (with the out-
come that three couples joined 
the SRR Branch during the week-
end . 
 

Friday’s weather forecasts had 
warned us that the weekend was 
going to be hot, and it was!  
However, awnings and air condi-
tioners and reptilian restfulness 
minimised the impact of the heat.  
The lovely green condition of the 
Park lawns, the generous shady 
trees and the sea breezes also sof-
tened the sun’s effect.  The exten-
sive Park was full the whole 
weekend with a constant arrival 
of family groups, campers, and 
even a clutch of 9 to 10 year old 
male and female scouts.  Children 
ran everywhere and had a ball in 
the setting, climbing trees, view-
ing the farm animals and visiting 
the Gravity Centre at night.  Our 
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hosts Bill and Lil found 
places for everyone without fuss, 
constantly checking, “Everything 
OK?” 
 

The size of the circle of chairs at 
Friday’s Happy Hour constantly 
grew at the rate of  2.pi.r  as more 
and more members joined the 
group.  Nearly 50 people enjoyed 
the chance to catch up with each 
other, meet the visitors and eat 
and imbibe. The generous nibbles 
contributed by those on the roster 
and Claire’s delightfully attentive 
serving of them whet our appetites 
for tea later back in our vans. 
 

Like mad dogs and English men 
many members ignored the heat 
early on Saturday morning and 
hiked across the highway to a ga-
rage sale being conducted by a 
country restaurant which was 
closing down.  Fortunately no-one 
took a shine to the large restaurant 
tables or the shiny food warmers 
and needed to push them back to 
the Park and load them on the top 
of their van but a few small items 
were purchased and the exercise 
(both the walking and the swatting 
of the flies) got the blood moving 
prior to morning tea together 
again in a circle at 10.00am.   
 

Of course Saturday was slated as 
“meetings” day.  The Executive 
met at 2.00pm to fine tune the 
subsequent meetings, and then the 
General meeting was held under 
the trees at 3.00pm, with the An-
nual General meeting starting at 
4.00pm.  In the middle meeting 
Brian Minchin gave a summary of 
the background to the ACC’s 
withdrawal from the MoTouring 
organisation [done in the best in-

terest of ACC 
m e m b e r s 
throughout Aus-
tralia], and in 
the final meeting 
the election of 
new office bear-
ers occurred.  
All very formal 
and properly 
conducted by 

our impartial visitor Lyn Hud-
son.  Syd’s report was effusive in 
his gratitude to members of the 
SRR club for the success of 
2013.   
 

After a quick change into our 
Christmas finery we gathered for 
Happy Hour and Kris Kringle 
gift giving.  Despite her misgiv-
ings Gerda soon had the males 
sitting knee to knee in two rows 
and the females separately but 
similarly arranged in rows as 
well; so that she could recite a 
concocted story during which 

parcels were passed to the left 
and to the right on Gerda’s men-
tion of those directions in her 
clever story.  Her planning was 
spot on, her story was great and 
her mathematics was even better 
because nobody ended up with 
the gift they had brought!  (Not 
surprisingly, Gerda has been 
voted Kris Kringle Coordinator 
for 2014!)   
 

By this time members were in 
the mood for the next function at 
7.00pm, the catered Christmas 
meal.  Maria and Tina had deco-
rated the tables, the caterer had 

cooked the lamb, the chicken and 
the ham (but apparently not the 
carrots!), the branch had pitched-
in $5 a head for the meal and the 
scene was set for a great night.  
Lucky Numbers raised money for 
the club’s coffers (as well as 
prizes for Maxine Gill and John 
Curran), and there was a generous 
choice of four different sweets, 
with tea, coffee and chocolates to 
finish the meal. 
 

Members woke on Sunday and 
jostled for a turn at the extensive 
BBQ setup after the scouts had 
prepared their own breakfast.  
Once again the men did them-
selves proud providing a toasted 
bun (with bacon-egg-bacon lay-
ers) for all those still hungry de-
spite the previous evening’s fes-
tivities.  In fact more room was 
found to devour a table of scones 
jam and cream provided by our 
Park hosts Bill and Lil immedi-
ately following breakfast before 
members were rounded up for the 
muster photo.  Half a dozen vans 
packed up to return home after 
breakfast. 
 

Many of the remaining members 
found that they still had room for 
more food and convoyed about 
10Km up the road to have lunch 
at La Shed Cafe which turned out 
to be far more than a shed but an 
oasis in the vast expanse of dry 
and depressing farmland.  Some 
ordered hearty meals, others 
chose wisely, but either way the 
conversation and the stories filled 
the early part of the afternoon.  A 
nap or a read in the van or some 
running maintenance bridged the 
afternoon to 5.00 o’clock happy 
hour.  The circle was much 
smaller than previous but the in-
teraction just as enjoyable.   
 

Monday was departure day for 
most, though half a dozen stal-
warts held their exit over till 
Tuesday morning.   
 

Looking forward to many more 
such happy gatherings in the fu-
ture! 
 

ooOOoo 
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CLUB SHOP 

  
  

         \ 
  
  

      Quality shirt in taupe with green and gold trim features club logo. 

      Mens sizes  M to 5XL with pockets;   Ladies sizes 12 to 26 without pocket 
                (pocket available, no charge - to be self sewn)                                    $38.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  

                                             
  
  

  

      Quality long sleeved shirt in taupe with green and gold trim. 
                                                                                                                  $42.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  
  

                                           
  
  

     Snag resistant fabric.  Knit collar with contrast tipping, side splits. 
     Features club logo.  Mens sizes S to 5XL with pockets.                      $38.00 
     Ladies sizes 8 to 24. 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  

            
  

    The club jacket is a polar fleece full zip jacket, bottle green in 
     colour, similar to the green on collar of club shirt with club emblem 
     on the  left side.                                                                    $44.00 
 Postage:  1 or 2 jackets ---  $12.00 

  
  

                                       
  
  

     100% Polyester jacket with contrasting microfibre panel, 
      jersey lining. Full zip front with two zippered pockets bottle green 
      with gold trim.Adult sizes: XXS to 5XL.                                              $50.00 
Postage: 1---$8.00   2 or 3---$12 

  

         

      Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green and  gold. 
     One size fits all.                                                                                        $15.00 
Postage: up to 4 caps---$8; 5 to 8 caps---$12 

  
       The brimmed hat, bottle green in colour with club emblem in gold 

      on the front.  Available in 2 sizes, small 57cm and large 61cm.  The 
      hat as an adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a snug fit.             $18.00 
  Postage: up to 4 hats---$8; 5 to 8 hats---$12 

  

           
  

  
    Club Flags, 600 x 400, complete with small staff                                $15.00 

 Postage:  1 Flag = $9.50 : 2 Flags = $11.50 

  
     Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If any sized stickers are purchased along with another 
item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for this item. 
     Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                         $10.00 
 If jumbo stickers purchased separately, postage is $2.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Large Van Sticker                                                                              $3.00 
If large stickers purchased separately, postage is $1.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen.                          $1.00 
If small stickers purchased separately, postage is .75c for up to 5 stickers 

  
  
 

  

      Picnic Basket                                                                                    $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1---$13.00           2 or 3---$19 



  

          

    Club Stubby Holder, durable and handy for that cold one.  Comes in 

    club colours of green and gold.                                                         $7.00 
PLEASE NOTE: If purchased with a bulky item, post on first stubby holder is free then 
each additional is .50c postage. If purchased alone, postage is up to 10 $7.50, 11-18 
$12. 

  
  

        
  

   Club Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo,     name and web address in green and gold.  Please advise tyre size when     ordering.  Now have good stocks of wheel covers.                             $50.00 
  

        
  

  
   Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  A MUST 

    for all travellers.  (Limited Stocks)                     SPECIAL PRICE     $15-00 
$2 post & handling 
  

  

 

    Club Keytag, individually numbered, with name recorded in a register for return 
    of keys if lost with return address on reverse. 
    “If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  PO Box 631, 
                                    Patterson Lakes  Vic  3197” 
    The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide.                                $7.50 
 Postage  $1.50 (Maximum 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

      
  

  
    Club Umbrella, quality umbrella with fiberglass shaft with carbon fibre bow 
    makes a very durable umbrella in club colours of green and gold with club logo 
    on 2 sides.                                                                                 $25-00 
Postage:  $13.00 each 

  

 

  
                 Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name.       $4.00 

PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 lanyards 

  

 

  
            The pens are silver and green with club emblem in gold.                         $8.00 
                                                                                                                    SPECIAL   $6.00 
 PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
 item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for 
 this 
 item.  If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 pens 
  

 
  
  

               
\ 
  

  
  
  
  
                The apron is approx 83cm long x 65cm wide with pocket and 
     adjustable neck.                                                                                   $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1 or 2---$8.00           3 or 4---$12 

  
  

                   

  
 
                  Membership card holders                                                                       $1.00 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply.  If 
purchased separately, postage is $1.50 for 1 or 2 membership card holders. 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

Date 2014 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Mar 14—16 Southerly Busters NSW Kangaroo Valley Must. Peter Stanhope 0419 225 271 

Mar 14—16 Lakeside Drifters NSW Bretti Muster Max Plumb 0408 689 526 

Mar 21—23 Southern Nomads VIC Lakes Entrance Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Mar 21—23 Murray River Ramblers NSW Tocumwal Muster Kaye Hocking 0408 230 147 

Mar 21—23 Family Firesiders QLD Kilkivan Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Mar 27—Apr 04 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Baffle Creek Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

Mar 28—31 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Mt. Barney Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

Mar 28—30 Sundowners SA Meningie Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 
Mar 28—30 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Yarram Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Mar 28—30 Bayside Wanderers VIC Nug Nug Muster Ray Flynn 03 9707 0293 

Apr 3—7 Sunshine Nomads QLD Stanthorpe Muster Denn. Mulholland 0412 274 154 

Apr 4—6 Southern Cross O’landers SA Wellington Muster Sheila Livingston 0421 982 369 

Apr 4—6 Golden Westerners NSW Sofala Muster Gra.  Humphreys 0409 126 308 

Apr 4—6 Western Wallabies WA Cookernup Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306 

Apr 4—6 Border Hoppers NSW Corryong Muster Leslie Gaskin 0418 479 855 

Apr 4—6 Swan River Rovers WA Toodyay Muster Kaye Petterson 08 9725 8925 

Apr 14—May 7 Southern Highlanders NSW Hartwood Tag-a-long Ellen Wightman 0447 001 370 

Apr 14—22 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Hartwood Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Apr 15—24 Sydney City Slickers NSW Stone the Crows Must. Lorr. Theodorus 0417 486 017 

Apr 16—25 Southern Highlanders NSW Stone theCrows Tag Ellen Wightman 0447 001 370 

Apr 17—21 Lakeside Drifters NSW Wagga Wagga Muster Max Plumb 0408 689 526 

Apr 18—21 Family Firesiders QLD Maryborough Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Apr 18—21 Southern Nomads VIC Heathcote Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Apr 29—May 10 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Yarrawonga Tag-a-long Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

May 1—4 Sunshine Nomads QLD Hervey Bay Muster Denn. Mulholland 0412 274 154 

May 2—4 Southern Nomads VIC Chairmans Muster  Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

May 2—4 Sundowners SA Port Vincent Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 

Apr 2—7 Capricornia Tourers QLD Theresa Creek Muster Mary Benney 0409 475 030 

May 2—4 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Esk Muster Jenny Rehren 07 4128 0379 

May 2—4 Bayside Wanderers VIC Lake Boga Muster Ray Flynn 03 9707 0293 

May 7—11 Lakeside Drifters NSW Gloucester Muster Max Plumb 0408 689 526 

May 9—11 Hunter Ramblers NSW Gloucester Muster Di. Stubbs 02 4982 3815 

May 12—14 Lakeside Drifters NSW Cobark Muster Max Plumb 0408 689 526 

May 16—18 Family Firesiders QLD Kadanga Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

May 20—27 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Goomeri Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

May 23—25 Border Hoppers NSW Yarrawonga Muster Leslie Gaskin 0418 479 855 

May 23—25 Murray River Ramblers NSW Yarrawonga Muster Kaye Hocking 0408 230 147 

May 23—25 Swan River Rovers WA Dwellingup Muster Kaye Petterson 08 9725 8925 

May 23—25 Western Wallabies WA Dwellingup Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306 

May 23—27 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Kilkivan Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

May 30—Jun 1 Southerly Busters NSW Ulladulla Muster Peter Stanhope 0419 225 271 
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ACC Branch Directory 

 
 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 

Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Peter Snook 
0419 688 853 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Shirley Carey 
0408 451 206 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Graham Humphreys 
0409 126 308 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Di Stubbs 
02 4982 3815 

hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

John Mathams 
07 3351 1713 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Sheila Livingston 
0421 982 369 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Ellen Wightman 
0447 001 370 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Den. Mulholland 
0412 274 154 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Kaye Petterson 
08 9725 8925 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Lorraine Theodorus 
0417 486 017 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Robyn Ward 
0417 780 201 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Ray Flynn 
03 9707 0293 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Leslie Gaskin 
0418 479 855 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Gloria Griffiths 
0428 236 158 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Bruce Buchanan 
0419 964 306 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Peter Stanhope 
0419 225 271 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Lakeside Drifters 
NSW 

Max Plumb 
0408 689 526 

lakesidedrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Tassie Travellers 
TAS. 

Rod Barwick 
0427 674 780 

tassietravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Brisbane Roustabouts 
QLD 

Chris Lloyd 
0412 614 260 

brisbaneroustabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Capricornia Tourers 
QLD 

Mary Benney 
0409 475 030 

capricorniatourers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Cooloola Coasters 
QLD 

Joan Smith 
0438 387 948 

cooloolacoasters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Your presence at a branch muster is always welcome, regardless of whether you are a member of a branch, 
or not. If you would like to attend just give the contact person a call so that you can get the current infor-
mation. Full details can also be found on the Club’s website for those of you that are computer-literate. 

ooOOoo 




