
Official magazine of the 
Australian Caravan 

Club Limited 

R
eg

is
te

re
d 

by
 A

us
tr

al
ia

 P
os

t 
Pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
N

o.
 

PP
42

40
22

/2
20

1 
A

C
N

 1
21

 3
00

 8
56

 
IS

SN
 1

83
5-

16
46

 

Autumn 2010   Vol 4 / No 2 



 



 



4 
 

Club Management 
 
Chairman 
Lionel Mussell 
chair@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Secretary 
Alan Lazarus 
secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Treasurer 
Robert Tudor 
treasurer@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Publicity 
Lionel Mussell 
 

Directors 
Tom Smith 
Craig Humphrey 
 

Nomad Editorial Team 
Lionel Mussell 
Alan Lazarus 
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Webmaster 
Rob Tudor 
webmaster@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Returning Officer 
Barry Konemann 
 

Committee Chairs 
Budget Camping—TBA 

 

Marketing & Promotion - 
Barry  Konemann 

 

National Muster - 
Russ Gerchow 

 

Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
PO Box 631 
Patterson Lakes, VIC  3197 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

The Nomad is a publication of the Austra-
lian Caravan Club Limited, it is published 
for the benefit of club members. 
 

All contributions and suggestions for fu-
ture issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 
 

The content of this magazine is subject to 
copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have 
obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been 
used. 
 

Opinions expressed in any article are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the Club Management. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid 
for by the advertiser. Members and read-
ers should not assume that the inclusion of 
an advertisement is a recommendation as 
to the suitability or otherwise of the prod-
uct or service being advertised. 

Cover Photo - 
Flying the flag at Mittagong 
(NSW) 

(Photo—Alan Lazarus) 

Contents 
 

Regulars 
 

From the Chair 
Words of Wisdom from  
Chairman Lionel     5 
 

Recipes for the Road 
Yummy tucker to keep  
you going!                            23 
 

Coming Events 
What’s on at a Branch  
Near You    24 
 

From the Branches 
Who Went Where and  
Did What to Whom   26 
 
 

Branch Contacts 
Who You Gunna Talk To?  41 
 
 

Features 
 

A Breath of Fresh Eyre 
Vee Schwarz shares some 
thoughts on her Special Place.   8 
 

Off The Beaten Track 
This time Jan & Ray take us  
to WA’s Steep Point and  
Hamlyn Pool.                           12 
 

Adelaide Caravan and 
Camping Show 
Alby Kramer gives a volunteers 
perspective to the show.           17 
 

Five Van Tagalong to 
Mildura 
Ray & Lyn Ward describe  
their experience on the growing 
popularity of tagalongs.           18 
 

Mungo & Mildura 
Eva Stovern’s favorite 
Pictures    25 
 

Caravan Weight  
Distribution 
A look at the technical side from 
the RVMAA’s perspective.     35 
 
 

Official Business 
 

The Board’s First Face to 
Face Meeting 
Highlights from this important 
event.     10 

From the Editor 
 

G’Day All, 
 
Boy! What a packed few months 
it has been—musters to attend, 
personal trips to undertake, fam-
ily visits—makes one wonder 
how, in pre-retirement days, there 
was time to fit a bit of work in! 
 

First up please accept our apol-
ogy for the lateness of this issue. 
The decision was madeto delay it 
so that we could fit in a brief on 
the proceedings of the Board’s 
Face to Face meeting which took 
place in Melbourne. That this was 
the first time that the board has 
actually met together in the one 
location is certainly indicative of 
the degree to which the internet, 
email, and electronics have im-
pacted our every-day lives. 
 

We occasionally get fliers and 
other advertising material from 
the organisers of various events 
around the country, some of 
which are of particular interest to 
our members. In this issue you 
will find that we have been able 
to put a few in –generally in 
country locations with a definite 
Aussie feel. Should you be able 
to attend any of these be sure to 
put a good word in with the or-
ganisers for both the Nomad and, 
of course, the ACC. 
 

Cheers, Lazo 



Club Web 
 Site 

 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Word is that there are some big 
changes coming to the Website, 
facilities for photo albums, per-
sonal and branch blogs, personal 
messaging, and a facebook look-
a-like, etc. 
 

For now, why not sign up as a 
forum member and in so doing 
have yourself assigned  a perma-
nent User ID and Password? (No 
more scrounging through the bin 
looking for the Nomad mail label 
that you just threw out!) 
 

A short email to the club Web-
master is all that’s required. Full 
details are on the club’s web 
page at: 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

This being the first Nomad for the 
year, I’ll wish you all good health 
and great travelling for 2010. 
 

I’m setting off for my own big 
adventure on the 22nd of May 
when I board the big Korean aero-
plane and head for the UK, France 
and Spain for four months. 
 

I’ve already bought a 1998 Peu-
geot Autosleeper with 59,000 
miles on the clock so I’ll have 
transport and accommodation 
wherever I wander – yes I know 
it’s a motorhome but in France 
and Spain a self-contained mo-
torhome can stay at thousands of 
free overnight places at vineyards 
and farms. I may just force myself 
to sample some of the wines! 
 

The vehicle is on a buy-back 
scheme so no worries when I’m 
ready to head back to Oz. 
 

I’ll be home about a week before 
leaving for the National Muster on 
a tag-along tour with the ACC 
Gippsland Gypsies – tag-alongs 
have certainly taken off since the 
first historic event run by the Sun-
shine Nomads into Western 
Queensland and ending at Casino 
for the 2008 National Muster. 
 

Talking of the Gypsies, the first 
Victorian State Muster was a great 
success with about 130 Gypsies 
and Nomads mingling together as 
one happy family – it was a privi-
lege to have been part of it. A full 

report and pics can be seen else-
where in the magazine. 
 

Face-to-Face Board Meeting 
Your Board spent a very produc-
tive two days in Melbourne and a 
full report appears in later pages 
but it was a really worthwhile 
exercise and we decided that we 
needed to repeat it twice a year 
from now on. To contain the cost 
we will hold one at the National 
Muster when, with luck, we 
should all be there and the other 
will be earlier in the year like the 
one just held. 
 

It was also a great thing to be 
able to meet each other in person 
– we welcomed Jenny to her first 
Board meeting and some of us 
hadn’t met Craig before. 
 

Motouring Australia 
The first media release from 
Motouring Australia was sent out 
to a wide cross section of Media 
in February and a copy was 
posted on our website. 
 

The group has identified four key 
areas to address including free-
dom of choice as to where an RV 
can stay; road safety and educa-
tion; environmental manage-
ment; and improved benefits for 
RV owners. 
 

I think you will agree that these 
are our aims as well. 
 

In my Chairman’s report at the 
2009 AGM I attributed the liai-
son with the Queensland Agri-
cultural Show Societies to 
Motouring (or ARVO as it was 
known then). I should have men-
tioned that our own Independent 
Camping Committee initiated the 
co-operation with them and it 
was through our ICC that the 
Show Societies Chairman was 
present to address us at the Ca-
sino National Muster. 
 

New Branch 
Congratulations to our new 
branch – the ACC Fraser Coast-
ers. By the time you read this we 
are hoping we will have a Syd-
ney branch up and running.  

Our social side was not one of 
our initial key aims but the 
branches are thriving and our 
other activities are benefitting by 
having keen branch members in-
volved.It only takes five members 
to form a branch – any more in 
the wind? We can supply full 
support and guidelines if needed. 
I’m meeting with the ‘Caravan 
Club’ in the UK to maybe pinch 
some ideas for the ACC. They 
congratulated us when we 
reached the 1,000 member kilo-
metre-stone. They only have 
500,000 members themselves! 
 
Till next time, 
Lionel 

PS—Just heard from Lazo that 
moves are afoot to establish a 
Branch in WA! We’ll keep you 
posted! 

From the Chair 
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Travellers - 
Our Members & Their Rigs, Get Out and About. 

Clair and Ken Rehbein (Q00468) are pretty proud of their rig “Driving Miss Clair”—pictured here at Guyra 
(NSW). “Miss Clair” is a Compass Limited Edition, towed by “Nessie” a 3 litre diesel Nissan Patrol. In their 

words “We love the freedom of the wide-open spaces of this wonderful country” - Couldn’t agree more! 

Your “pride & joy” could be featured here—just send the Editor a suitably captioned photo! 

Alan & Deirdre Lazarus (V00012) and Trevor & Margaret Rankin (V00151) en-route from Broken Hill to  
Tibooburra along the Silver City Highway. This trip took both couples to Innamincka via Cameron Corner, 

and then down the length of the Strzelecki Track. 



 

Let me take you to my special 
place but let’s not tell too many 
people. We don’t want it to get 
crowded! 
 

Recently, I headed off in the 
Tardis (my little A Van) from 
Melton, Victoria to South Austra-
lia with an ACC tagalong group. 
Geoff Stewart from the Southern 
Cross Overlanders organised it 
and now I know one of Australia’s 
best kept secrets – the Eyre Penin-
sula. 
 

We met up in Melrose, SA, with a 
weekend muster, then headed off 
on the Tag. Fourteen caravans 
 

It was a struggle to survive with 
great company, happy hour (or 
two), BBQs and pub dinners but 
peace and solitude if I wanted it, 
when I wanted it. Going for day 
trips with others or walking to 
check out the sights. Lying around 
reading . Oh, the agony! 
 

For those of you who love maps, 
here’s the overview. We travelled 
down the eastern side of the Eyre 
Peninsula and stayed at Whyalla, 
Cowell (excellent oysters), Tumby 
Bay and Port Lincoln.  We then 
turned the corner from the calm of 
the eastern side of the peninsula 
and drove up the western side 
which is subject to the winds of 
the Roaring Forties hurling them-
selves straight across the Great 
Australian Bight. We visited Cof-
fin Bay (did I mention excellent 
oysters?) and arrived in Elliston 
where we spent three days before 
heading up to Streaky Bay. From 

Streaky, we headed east again 
across the top of the peninsula. 
The group then headed up to the 
Flinders Ranges but I headed 
home. 

Here’s a little sound and light 
show: 
Flashes of silver – that’s the 
graceful glide of a pair of dol-
phins 10 metres from the shore 
where we stood in Dutton Bay.  
 

Splash and crash – that’s the 
sound of surf breaking on black 
rock as the Great Southern 
Ocean rolls into Whalers Way. 
 

Blue on blue – is the deep navy 
of the ocean suddenly reaching 
the clear aqua water of the shore 
line - rivalling the Mediterranean 
and the tropics easily. The sand  
is whiter than white beneath my 
feet. 
 

Dark silhouette against brilliant 
blue sky – that’s the beautiful 
bronze statue of Makybe Diva in 
Port Lincoln. 
 

Doo doo doo do, doo, doo,doo, 
do. That’s the theme from the 
twilight zone as we wandered 
round Murphy’s Haystacks. Like 
the girls who went for a picnic at 
Hanging Rock, I expected half 
our group to be missing at Happy 
Hour. But no – they were all ac-
counted for. Spooky though. 
 

Och aye! Now that’s the sound of 
me doing the Highland Fling with 
Geoff, our fearless leader, accom-
panied by the versatile Nell on 
her piano accordian. 
 

Mmmm. Mmm. Oh, yes. Mmm. 
That’s the sound of me eating 
oysters. Yes. Yes. Orgasmic! 
 

The whole peninsula was mapped 
by my hero Matthew Flinders in 
1802, as well as the French ex-
plorers Boudin and Freycinet. 
What amazing explorers they all 
were. 
 

I was really looking forward to 
getting to Coffin Bay because I 
had heard how good the oysters 
were but I was puzzled by the 
name. It turns out Coffin Bay is 
not as macabre as it sounds. Mat-
thew Flinders named it after a 
friend of his, Sir Isaac Coffin. I 
bet young Isaac got a ribbing at 
school with a name like that. 
 

By this stage, I reckoned we had 
reached that part of the map 

where the ancient map-makers 
wrote: “Here be dragons” and 
we’d probably fall off the edge  
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A Breath of Fresh Eyre! 
 

(Words & Pictures—Vee Schwarz  V00144) 

How much more graphic can it 
get? Road sign at Elliston. 

Early dawn at tranquil Streaky 
Bay—Heavenly! 



Special Places  
Competition 

 
 

Share your special place with 
your fellow members and receive 
a B.E.S.T. water filter as a reward 
for your efforts if it is published. 
Yes, that’s correct, it is not a 
typo—Colin Hopgood has gener-
ously donated a water filter to be 
awarded to the contributor  of the 
Special Place article published in 
each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—All articles will be 
reviewed by the editors and the 
one which is most appropriate for 
each issue will be selected. If you 
are including items that have 
been taken from someone else’s 
work please ensure that you have 
their permission to do so. 

any day now. But no, we did not. 
However, falling off something 
else is definitely possible accord-
ing some of the road signs 
 

Streaky Bay was  …. Words are 
failing me, can you believe? I 
loved it. It was as placid as a la-
goon and we were camped right 
on the shore. The sunrise was 
magnificent. The tranquillity was 
unbelievable. I slept better there 
than I have in years.   
 

The western side of the coast was 
wild and wonderful. Cliffs and 
rocks and crashing surf and blow-
holes and sea lions.  (Apparently, 
Point Labatt is the only place in 
Australia that the sea lions come 
to breed.) We had picnic lunches 
on the beach, morning tea on cliff 
tops, happy hour on the beach and 
BBQs by the sea.  
 

And inland, the rock formations 
are unreal.  We wandered round 
and through “Murphy’s Hay-
stacks”, huge rock formations of 
red and brown and black. I loved 
those rocks. Then Wuddina has 
the second largest monolith in 
Australia, not as large as Uluru 
but reminiscent of Wave Rock in 
W.A. and that area has several 
other remarkable rock formations 
as well. 
 

I am definitely going back to the 
Eyre Peninsula. It is amazing.  
 

ooOOoo 

Congratulations Vee!  
 

The Nomad team have declared 
your storey to be the latest win-
ner in the “Special Places” 
competition. 
 

We’ll be in touch with Colin 
Hopgood so that your prize of a 
B.E.S.T. water filter can be de-
livered! 

Photos will help—please submit-
them in .jpg format, 300 dpi is the 
ideal resolution, and don’t forget 
to include some captions so that 
we know what they are all about. 
 

Submit your written article in 
whatever form suits you, 300 to 
500 words is ideal, however 
longer submissions will also be 
considered. 
 

All articles submitted will be re-
tained and reviewed for each edi-
tion of the Nomad. In submitting 
an article or photos for considera-
tion you agree that the club may 
edit and publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be 
submitted to the Editor via email:   
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au, 
or by mail to the club postal ad-
dress. 

Position Vacant! 
Fancy a job where all you need 
to do is to venture off on an un-
forgettable road trip around Aus-
tralia? If you love caravanning or 
camping around Australia and 
meeting new people but just hate 
paying hefty travel expenses, 
then you might be just the person 
for the job! 
Three lucky couples will be of-
fered a travel job opportunity of 
a lifetime by a local leisure com-
pany, Dometic Group to become 
its brand's ambassadors by pro-
moting their newly-fitted cara-
vans and campers during their 
travels.    
The company recently an-
nounced this exciting opportu-
nity for three couples to win the 
major prize of a 13-week adven-
ture, pre-planned expenses trip 
around Australia, a complete 
makeover of their own caravan 
or camper trailer with a range of 
luxurious Dometic and WAECO 
products and cash prize worth 
$35,000 for each winning cou-
ple.  
Unveiling the promotion at the 
Adelaide Caravan and Camping 
Show, Dometic Group President 
Division RV AM, Thomas 
Baehlkow, said this road trip of a 

lifetime will be the greatest way 
to enjoy work and play, while 
promoting leading Dometic 
brands. 
Competition entrants must have 
their own caravan, camper trailer 
or motorhome and a Dometic 
Group branded, or Dometic 
Group previously related brand of 
fridge/freezer or cooler: Dometic, 
WAECO, Electrolux, Mobicool, 
Chescold. 
The three winning couples simply 
need to act as Dometic Group 
Ambassadors and show off their 
Dometic appliances to fellow 
travellers along the journey. 
Dometic will foot the bill for ac-
commodation, flights, food and 
more. 
Competition winners will be an-
nounced at the Sydney Caravan 
and Camping Show between 17 
and 25 April 2010. The tour be-
gins at the Brisbane Caravan and 
Camping Show on 9 June 2010, 
and will finish on the Gold Coast 
with a huge party on 15 Septem-
ber 2010 
Promotional details, application 
forms, ambassador responsibili-
ties and travel itineraries can be 
found at: 
www.dometicfollowthesun.com.au 

ooOOoo 
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http://ibtimes.com.au/articles/20100224/travel-caravan-job-australia-road-trip.htm##�


On behalf of the Board I am 
pleased to offer the following 
overview of the special meeting of 
Directors held on the weekend of 
13 -14th February in Melbourne. 
 

On what was a historic meeting of 
the Board, the Directors of the 
Australian Caravan Club (ACC) 
met together for the first time in 
the 3 year history of the Club at 
the Secretary’s home in Mel-
bourne. 
 

 
The 3 Victorian based Directors 
welcomed the 3 visitors from New 
South Wales and Queensland with 
Jenny Beausang from Queensland 
attending her very first board 
meeting. At the invitation of the 
Board Barry Konemann, Market-
ing Manager, attended the first 
day of the meeting. 
 

The Directors spent many hours 
over the 2 days dealing with a 
range of issues, some of which 
which I am pleased to summarise  
for members as follows- 
 

Marketing 
The Board has endorsed a pro-
gram for this year to attend the  

major caravan and camping 
shows as requested by Barry 
Konemann. 
 

Club Administration 
Given the club’s growth the 
Board has determined that there 
is a need to develop a number of 
strategic planning initiatives in 
the short term which will include 
a comprehensive financial plan 
and following from this a mar-
keting plan which may include, 

subject to the financial plan, con-
sideration of a part time resource 
to assist with club administra-
tion. 
 

Branch Activities 
The Board strongly supports the 
growth of the branches and as 
such will develop guidelines for 
establishing new branches and to 
ensure the accuracy of informa-
tion and will now forward 
Branch Secretary’s an updated 
membership list each quarter. 
All Branch Secretary’s details 
will also be included in new 
member packs. 
 

 

ACCESS 
Following robust debate the 
Board has endorsed the offering 
of the ACESS code of conduct to 
all recreational vehicles including 
mototorhomes and campervans. 
This was viewed as an important 
facility for the ACC to highlight 
our environmental position and 
also increase the attractiveness of 
the club to new members. 
 

MOTOURING 
With the growth of the RV mar-
ket the issue of representation 
from a united viewpoint received 
much debate at the meeting and 
the Board is very supportive of 
the combined advocacy role of 
MOTOURING AUSTRALIA. 
Tom Smith has now been ap-
pointed with me as permanent 
represenataives to this body and 
we will be raising a number of 
issues, including the option for a 
national recreational vehicles in-
surance scheme. 
 

Business plan 
At the meeting the Board re-
viewed the initial business plan 
with a view to updating a number 
of areas. The Board has devel-
oped a number of the components 
of the plan including a draft mis-
sion statement and goals some of 
which I would like to share with 
you – 
 

Mission Statement - 
“We are a vibrant growing club 
representing our member’s in-
terest in all matters affecting  the 
caravanning lifestyle.” 
 

Goals- 
* That the ACC aims for 
positive growth in mem-
bership, 
* To attain more member-
ship benefits 
* To stimulate the number 
of branches across the 
country 
* To enhance Recrea-
tional Vehicle etiquette 
including ACCESS and 
towing education for all 
towed vehicles 

Board of Directors 
Face to Face Meeting 

(Lionel Mussell V00002) 

Your Board at Work! 
L to R—Jenny Beausang, Craig Humphrey, Alan Lazarus, Tom Smith, 

Lionell Mussell, Rob Tudor. 
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* To achieve an increased 
level of representation 
through advocacy activi-
ties on behalf of members. 

 

The Board considers that these 
represent the focus for the club 
over the next period of our growth 
and will review these at the annual 
February meetings.  
 

Board Committees 
The Board has also established a 
number of committees to focus 
Directors activities and these in-
clude Lobbying/Advocacy; Edu-

cation;  Marketing;  Audit /
Governance; Communication 
Strategy and Budget Camping. 
 

Independent Camping 
Following much deliberation the 
Board agreed that the Independent 
Camping Committee (ICC) had 
undertaken a great deal of work in 
this area. It was endorsed at the 
meeting to realign the scope of 
this function and appoint 2 direc-
tors to form a new  

 

BUDGET CAMPING focus 
which will include ACCESS. 
The 2 directors with this respon-
sibility are Tom Smith and Alan 
Lazarus.  
 

The Board wishes to acknowl-
edge the efforts of all involved in 
the previous ICC and those re-
maining members of this Com-
mittee will be contacted in the 
near future regarding ongoing 
involvement in this new area for 
the ACC. 
 

National Muster 
Following the staging of 3 Na-
tional Musters the growth of the 
club requires ongoing planning 
to ensure the future of the Na-
tional Muster. Building on the 
success of the previous Musters 
and as displayed by the Wide 
Bay Nomads the Board is ap-
proaching Branches to host the 
National Muster over the next 3 
years.  
 

Following from this years Mus-
ter in October the Wide Bay No-
mads have indicated that there 
will be an organisational guide 
available which can be used to 
plan such an event. This is very 
welcome and our thanks to the 
Nomads for their efforts to date. 
 

Website 
The website will be undergoing 
significant enhancement over the 
next weeks. Rob Tudor –our 
Webmaster - has been develop-
ing improvements and these will 
allow members increased avail-
ability of the services and use of 
the website. For example you 
will note the recently increased  

 

news of caravanning related is-
sues being loaded by Rob. 
 

I am also pleased to announce 
that the Board has appointed  
Tom Smith as Deputy Chairman 
to ensure that we have in place 
succession options for the future. 
 

I would also like to express the 
Boards great appreciation for the 
work undertaken by Barry Kone-
mann in the marketing activities 
and John Stainer in the adminis-
trative support of the Club. Well 
done to both of you and thanks 
for your ongoing efforts. 
 

This was a very successful meet-
ing with a wide range of issues 
considered. The Board has re-
solved to meet together twice a 
year in February and at the Na-
tional Muster. This is additional 
to the monthly web based meet-
ing that we all attend. 
 

Finally I would also like to thank 
our Secretary - Alan and espe-
cially his wife Deirdre- for host-
ing the meeting and providing our 
sustenance which kept us going 
for the 2 long days!!! 
 

ooOOoo 

Barry Konemann imparted some 
of his Marketing knowledge and 

expertise to aid the Board in their 
deliberations. 
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Refueling with some of the Secre-
tary’s B.B.Q’d snags and chops 

at the end of day one. 

2010 National Muster 
 

The 2010 National Muster will be held at Maryborough Park, Maryborough, 
Queensland, From 5th to 12th October, 2010 

 
Mark up your calendar now! Keep an eye out for the Registration Form! 

 

Check out—www.maryboroughpark.com.au 



On Tuesday, 26th November, 
2002, we stood at the westernmost 
point of mainland Australia, while 
the wind tried to blow us off the 
country.  If you have a 4WD and a 
sense of adventure, then read on, 
and hopefully you will be en-
thused to visit this area. 
 

We based ourselves at Hamelin 
Pool.  We expected a small settle-
ment, but at that time, at least, 
there was just the caravan park, 
sheltered from the beach by a 
small sand dune.  When we were 
there power was provided by a 
generator which was turned off at 
ten o’clock at night.  The shop at 
the caravan park offers Devon-
shire teas. 
 

The setting for the caravan park is 
the old Telegraph station.  An en-
tertaining “Stromatolite Discovery 
Tour” can be enjoyed at the Tele-
graph Office building.  This in-
cludes a video presentation, live 
aquarium display and a collection 
of ancient fossils.  The telegraph 
station was an important link in 
the telegraph line between Perth 
and Roebourne. 
 

A short walk over the dune will 
take you to the shell block quarry.  
The only quarrying that is done 
now is to repair the heritage build-
ings at Denham.  A sign at the 
quarry gave us the following in-
formation on the shells. 
“These tiny shells are the remains 
of the Cardiid Cockle (Fragum  

 
eragatum) which have been de-
posited on this shore over the 
last 6,000 years.  Small quanti-
ties of calcium carbonate within 
the shells dissolves in rainwater, 
then dries to become a white 
crystal which binds the shells 
together.  The consolidated 
shells form a soft limestone 
called Coquina.” 

 

A walking track takes you to the 
stromatolites, about a kilometre 
away from the caravan park.  Al-
ternatively you can drive there.  
A boardwalk has been built out 
from the shore, to protect the 
stromatolites, though it was a bit 
high above them for a close look.  
Signs on the boardwalk suggest 
seeing them at high tide, when 
bubbles of oxygen rise through 
the water.  At low tide we could 
walk out on the sand between the 
stromatolites and get a closer 
look at them. 
 

We knew the trip to Steep Point 
was going to be a long, long day, 
so we were on the road at 7:30.  

We had about 16km of bitumen, 
followed by 111km of reasonably 
good dirt road, followed by 4WD 
track.  This dirt road is the Use-
less Loop road, which goes up to 
a gypsum mine and a salt works, 
and is kept in pretty good condi-
tion.  Goats are prevalent in this 
neck of the woods, and this road 
was no exception. 
 

Vehicles travelling to Steep Point 
are required to let their tyres 
down to at least 20psi.  In fact, 
we were advised that there would 
be fines for any tyre that was not 
below 20psi. 
 

Just after we turned on to the 
4WD section, off the main Use-
less Loop road, a Shingleback 
Lizard ran across the road in front 
of us.  As he reached the side of 
the road he turned around, and 
opened his mouth in a very 
threatening manner.  Shingle-
backs are all bluff, but still a very 
brave little shingleback to chal-
lenge a 4WD. 
 

We turned off down the track for 
Zuytdorp Point, 8km away and 
the blowholes at False Entrance 
on Dulverton Bay.  The blow-
holes here were well back from 
the edge of the cliff, pretty much 
beside the roadway.  In fact, but 
for the sign it would be easy to 
drive into them.  There was a lit-
tle bit of air coming up, but not 
much, and as blowholes went we 
felt they were a bit of a disap-
pointment.  There were some 
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Off The Beaten Track  

(Words & Pictures Jan and Ron Barham Q00029) 

Hamelin Pool & Steep Point (WA) 

Shell blocks from the old quarry. 



fairly spectacular waves breaking 
on the Zuytdorp cliffs. 
 

We followed the track past the 
blowholes and eventually found 
our way down close to the beach 
at Dulverton Bay.  Here the wind 
was blowing the spray back off 
the waves as they thundered in.  
We were high enough above them 
to be able to see the backs of the 
waves as they rolled over.  It was 
quite spectacular.  We had our 
cuppa here, watching the waves. 
 

We had driven a fair way past the 
blowholes, and didn’t really want 
to have to retrace our route.  We 
felt we had been driving around in 
a circular fashion, and that another 
track that left the bay should be a 
shorter route back to our original 
track.  We decided to try it, using 
the map display on the GPS.  Sure 
enough, it led us to the track back. 

 

A long “causeway” across Use-
less Inlet separates the sea water 
from the evaporation ponds.  At 
this point the road turned and 
took us up and over a number of 
sandhills.  As we drove down the 
very steep side of one of them 
we found the sand was rather 
deep and loose, and even going 
downhill we had trouble with 
traction.  We were just wonder-
ing how on earth we could ever 

drive up it when we reached the 
bottom and found there was a 
“No Entry” sign there for traffic 
coming the other way. 
 

For the return journey a sidetrack 
took us further along the dune 
where we climbed it at a lower 
point, then turned and made our 
way back along the dune to rejoin 
the main track. 
 

From the base of Bellefin Prong 
there are two tracks to Steep 
Point.  One runs along the coast 
and the other along the inside of 
the Prong.  We had spoken to a 
couple who had been there the 
day before and had gone up the 
inner road, intending to come 
back by the coast track, but had 
been unable to find the turnoff.  
So we decided we would go out 
the coast track. 
 

After crossing the bottom of 
Bellefin Prong we left the main 
track and took the track to the 
south to Thunder Bay.  On reach-
ing the west coast, and the 
Reckitts blue Indian Ocean the 
track turned north again, follow-
ing the coast.   
In Thunder Bay there was a rock 
just off shore, which frequently 
got completely covered by the 
waves, with up to a metre of wa-
ter over the top of it.  When the 
waves receded, leaving a couple 
of metres of rock showing, water 
poured off all around it, looking 
like a fountain.  The waves break-
ing against the cliffs were again, 
spectacular. 
Little or no water comes up 
through the blow holes on the 
north side of Thunder Bay, 
though one of them was putting 
out a lot of fine spray.   
 

They range in size from the big-
gest one which was two or three 
metres across the top, down to 
tiny little ones only a couple of 
centimetres wide.  One was just a 
tiny triangular crack in the side of 
a rock, and another was simply a 
round hole in the ground. 

The Steep Point track—definitely drive to the conditions! 
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Stromatalites make an eerie 
beach scene! 



The force of the air coming up 
through this one was enough to 
blow away a small stone that I 
placed over the hole.  Some of the 
smaller ones made the biggest 
noise.  Some whistled, and some 
sounded as though they were 
breathing in and out.  The bigger 
ones rumbled, while the small 
ones had a higher pitched sound, 
almost like a hiss. 

 

From Thunder Bay we took the 
west coast track up to Steep Point.  
It was simply two wheel tracks 
with vegetation down the middle, 
wandering across the ridges.  We 
could see the track snaking its 
way up and down over the ridges 
for miles ahead. 
 

The cliffs are high and very rug-
ged and at places the spray 
showed above the top of the cliffs.  
For the most part the track was 
sandy, though sometimes became 
very rocky going over the top of 
the ridges.  Where it crossed a 
side-slope, for some reason the 
track dipped down on the higher 
side, resulting in a track that 
sloped towards a high bank on the 
right.  At one of these places Ron 
was worried that the side of the 
car was tipped over so far, it was 
going to scrape along the bank, 
especially as the track had loose 
sand in which the wheels could 
slip.  But though it went close, it 
didn’t touch. 
 

In a couple of places the track 
went a bit close to the cliff for 
comfort, though we suspect that 
the cliff wasn’t always that close 
to the track.  Considering that the 
cliffs are undercut in many places, 
we couldn’t help wondering what 

was beneath us.  Once it pointed 
downhill towards the cliff edge, 
with a sharpish corner to take us 
to safety.   
 

This is the Indian Ocean out here 
- a real Reckitts blue - and the 
water straight off the cliff looks 
as though it would be extremely 
deep, as the dark blue comes 
right to the cliff edge. 
 

Earlier on in the day we saw a lot 
of what we think was saltbush, 
but here on the coastal dunes we 
suspect that there is a lot of blue-
bush.  We mentioned this to a 
fisherman at Steep Point, and his 
first response was that saltbush 
and bluebush were inland species 
and you would not expect to find 
them here.  Then he looked up at 
the slope behind us, and said, 
“On the other hand …!”.  It cer-
tainly looked a lot like bluebush 
there. 
 

As we progressed along the track 
we finally saw water on both 
sides of the prong, and noticed 
that the prong was getting nar-
rower.  We were getting close to 
the top, and Steep Point.  The 
track ran down the dunes and 
joined the main track at Wellard 
Campground on Shelter Bay at 
South Passage.   
Across the passage we could see 
Dirk Hartog Island.  We turned 
on to the main track, and drove 
over a few more sandhills before 
arriving at Steep Point itself. 
 

While we had been travelling we 
had often seen the work of the 
“phantom cairn builder”, and 
wondered, was there just one of 
these cairn builders wandering 

over Australia, or were there sev-
eral.  When we arrived at Steep 
Point we found the answer.  
There are many, and they all end 
up at Steep Point.  There were 
cairns all over the place - big 
ones, little ones and middling size 
ones. 
 

While we were wandering around 
Steep Point, looking at wildflow-
ers and taking photos, and mak-
ing sure we got right to the edge 
of Australia, we had seen about 
seven big helium filled balloons 
of various colours floating out 
over the sea.  These are used for 
balloon fishing.  The balloons are 
tied to the fishing line to carry 
them out past the rocks to the 
deep water. At times the wind 
lifts the balloons so high that the 
bait swings in mid-air.  We had 
lunch near the balloons and had a 
chat to one of the fishermen after-
wards. 
 

We had arrived at Steep Point by 
the “back door”, so on the way 
out thought we had better do the 
right thing and call in at the 
ranger’s house to pay our $22 en-
trance fee.  He had a great spot, 
overlooking the water on the 
shores of Shelter Bay. 
 

Quite a bit of the track back along 
the east coast of the prong was 
almost on the beach.  The scenery 
was totally different, and we were 
glad we had done both routes. 
 

It is possible to camp at Steep 
Point.  I understand that a permit 
is now required, though I am not 
sure if this applies to day visitors 
or is just for campers.  There is 
also a $100 environmental levy, 
which is returned on departure.  I 
imagine this only applies to 
campers.   
 

More information on the area can 
b e  f o u n d  h e r e — h t t p : / /
www.sharkbay.org/default.aspx?
WebPageID=104 
 

ooOOoo 

Steep Point—as far west as you can go, without getting your feet wet! 
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Oops! 
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Adelaide Caravan and Camping Show 
(Albert Kramer  S00037) 

The Adelaide Caravan Show was 
held this year between 24-28th 
February at the Wayville Show-
grounds. This was our second year 
that the Australia Caravan Club 
was on exhibit at the Adelaide 
Show. 

 

Allan Ormsby & Alby Kramer do 
their bit at the show—Friday 

Our National Promotions and 
Marketing Manager, Barry Kone-
man once again brought the equip-
ment down and the local ACC-
Southern Cross Overlander mem-
bers helped out by manning the 
stand and handing out brochures 
and talking to prospective new 
members. 

Allan Ormsby talks to a potential 
ACC member. 

A roster was made up of the mem-
bers who were able to help each 
day.  Thanks go out to all those 
that could assist.  It was very 
much appreciated. A number of 
people showed an interest in be-
coming a member of the Club.  
There were also inquiries about 
advertising in the Club magazine 
‘The Nomad’, by a couple of ex-
hibitors. 

Because of the numbers we were 
able to rotate and allow time to 
look around the exhibits during 
our breaks. 

Geoff Chatfield chats to a pass-
ing visitor. 

 

Barry, Chris & Carol on Sunday, 
with Barry Konemann (National 
Marketing Manager) at the rear. 

Geraldine takes a well earned 
break from duties on Friday. 

 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located 
somewhere in this magazine. If 
it’s yours, you have until May 
31st, 2010 to contact the Secre-
tary and claim your prize of a 
$20 gift voucher from Bunnings. 
Good hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 

ooOOoo 

Creative Car Products Ply 
Ltd  

 

My Wife and I had a problem 
when away for the weekend and 
heard of violent storms with hail 
coming and we had only card-
board boxes to hand!!.  
 

My partner Steve Anderson and I 
are inventors, and since 2003 we 
have been working on creating a 
product that is both revolutionary 
and simple, but which we believe, 
will satisfy a developing need by 
the motoring public, who are in-
creasingly subjected to the vaga-
ries of climate change, water re-
strictions and storage space.      
 

What we have created is a new 
multipurpose, portable cover, that 
w e  h a v e  c a l l e d  t h e 
“Carportable" ®.     which 
could be seen as a ‘Garage that 
Goes with You !’.   
 

This portable carport weighs just 
20 kgs, fits in a bag the size of a 
golf bag, and can be erected in 10 
- 12 minutes, on any hard, level, 
flat surface, (e.g. concrete, bitu-
men or tarmac).  Its unique pat-
ented design allows it to be held 
in place by the four wheels of a 
car, which in conjunction with its 
all aluminium base, provides 
stability and long resistance to 
rust etc. Due to these characteris-
tics it cannot be compared with 
any other products currently on 
the market, as all would appear 
to need a soil or grass base.    
 

In addition when using the four 
water/sand bags (which are sup-
plied), and with both ends of the 
Carportable being retractable (to 
allow for easy access), the Car-
portable can also be used for 
number of other purposes.  
 

Contact: Tony Songest 
Phone: 02 9974 5137, or visit us on the 
Web: www.carportable.com.au 
Email: tonysongest@bigpond.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 
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Five Van Tagalong 
to Mildura 

(Lyn & Ray Ward Q00023) 
 

Five caravans started at Rudds 
Pub at Nobby just outside 
Toowoomba. After much discus-
sion we decided to head to Texas 
and free camp maybe two nights, 
upon arrival one night was agreed 
on. 
 

Day 2 was at Copeton Dam which 
was a very basic caravan park, the 
dam level was extremely low.. 
Day 3 was suggested that we go to 
Bingara River free camp. It was 
such a great spot, we went into 
town to visit the historical theatre, 
and we then bought lamb shanks 
for a camp oven. Lyn decided to 
cut Rays hair so the other four 
guys thought it a good idea. So a 
No, 3 blade cut was done and then 
the 5 guys decided to grow mous-
taches for Mildura. Another day 
was spent at Bingara then we went 
onto Wooloowin near Tamworth, 
a great free camp for 2 nights.  A 
visit to Nundle and the historic 
places nearby.  Mudgee was our 
next stop via Sofala.  
 

The weather up to now was good, 
but as we left Mudgee it started to 
blow and rain.  Carcoar Dam 
looked good as a storm was ap-
proaching.  The rain came and so 
did the hail. Two vans and one car 
suffered damage. Woke up next 
morning to red caravans and cars, 
as the first red dust storm passed 
through overnight, even the sheep 
were red.  It was only 7 degrees at 
11.00 a.m., so I suggested a cara-
van park to get warm and the 4 
other vans thought, what a great 
idea, so off we went to Cowra. It 
was there we discovered hail dam-
age to two of the vans including 
ours.  The moustaches were grow-
ing well.   
 

Onto Canberra for  Floriade.  The 
Friday was very cold and windy 
so we saw Floriade in the sun but, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 

were cold all day nothing above 
5 degrees.  We did not venture 
far, but Happy Hours were great 
in Daryl’s new annexe drinking 
sherry. We had a private tour of 
Parliament House which was 
very informative. 
 

On to Wagga via Gundagai 
which involved a walk around to 
the historic bridge and railway 
station. Stayed overnight on the 
banks of the Oura River outside 
Wagga. A great spot but not at 
1.00 a.m. when you are sick and 
it is 5 degrees inside the caravan.  
Woke up next morning feeling 
fair and then onto the Hume 
Dam.  The dam was only one 
third full, still cold and windy.  
We celebrated Grahames !!!! 
birthday. The GPS units didn’t 
like the new roads around Albury 
 

At Police Paddock on the Murray 
River the heavens opened up so 
2 vans proceeded to Corowa with 
visits to wineries, purchased 
some great ports to warm up. 
Next day the 3 other vans joined 
us to dry out and warm up. 

Green Patch, near Yarrawonga, 
on the Murray was great with a 
lamb shank camp oven dinner in 
the moonlight.  Our trip to Eucha 
was interesting and also sad to 
see the orchards being ploughed 
into the ground.  Governments 
have a lot to answer for.  Last 
stop was Swan Hill with a gro-
cery shopping stop. At last 
Mildura was on the horizon.  We 
had 10 days at Apex Park for the 
ACC Annual General meeting. At 
the conclusion we all went our 
separate ways home. 
 

We stopped at Lake Cargelligo 
only to find we had a broken 
spring on the van, great park 
helpful Manager & NRMA Ser-
vice fellow.  Two days later after 
driving to Griffith to pick up parts 
we headed home via Gulargam-
bone & Bingara, stopping the 
night again on the river at Bin-
gara which was just tops. 
 
What a great trip with tremen-
dous ACC member friends. 
 

ooOOoo 
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 Time to renew your 
caravan Insurance? 

Check the policy your club has arranged for our members with MHIA 
 

MHIA provides all its policy holders with 
 

♦ Policies with competitive premiums 
♦ Policy Benefits which compare favourably 
♦ The best client service possible 

 

Provide your membership number and obtain the additional benefits 
 

♦ Club membership premium 
♦ Special benefits to club members 

 

For details contact MHIA to obtain the full benefits and a product disclosure 
statement. 

 

Phone freecall : 1800 676 700            Postal: PO Box 3597 
Or Email to : info@mhia.com.au   TUGGERAH, NSW 2259 
 

      When contacting MHIA please have the following information ready- 
      Van Make, Model, Year of manufacture, and your Membership Number. 
 

The Australian Caravan Club Limited will receive a referral fee of $20.00 from 
MHIA for any policy taken out under this insurance scheme. MHIA and ACC have 
agreed on 
         a minimum number of policies that need to be sold before this fee is paid. 
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Come Racing & Tasting in the 
Pyrenees over the ANZAC Day 

Long Weekend 
 

Come and experience Victoria’s 
magnificent Pyrenees region com-
bined with premier thoroughbred 
racing at the all new Pyrenees 
Festival of Racing & Tasting. 
 Held over the ANZAC Day long 
weekend, the festival starts on Fri-
day 23rd April with a Pyrenees 
Pubs Night where locals and visi-
tors can enjoy a wholesome meal 
at one of the many iconic Pyre-
nees Pubs. 
On Saturday the 24th of April, 
jump onboard the Winery Bus-A-
Bout for a hassle free day of Pyre-
nees wine and food. Buses will 
circuit the regions’ finest wineries 
and will arrive every 30 – 40 min-
utes providing plenty of options to 
stay longer or continue on the 
tour. 
In the evening come back to the 
racecourse to enjoy family activi-
ties, a few quiet bevies & BBQ 
while watching the latest family 
movie. Entry is free and camping 
is onsite.  
Sunday is ANZAC Day and will 
start with a Dawn Service in the 
main street. Afterwards meander 
through the riverside markets be-
fore heading to the Mount Avoca 
ANZAC Day races. 
The raceday will showcase coun-
try thoroughbred racing at its fin-
est and traditional ANZAC Day 
activities including 2UP, World  

War II Ex-Military Vehicle Pa-
rade and the Creswick Light 
Horse Troup.  
The ever popular eight-piece 
Biggish Band will keep the 
crowd entertained as well as end-
less free activities for the kids.  
All of this in addition to the 
Pyrenees Food & Wine Village 
featuring gourmet food and vari-
ous local wineries.  
Lovers of the outdoors are en-
couraged to book a campsite & 

stay the weekend at the race-
course. At $10 per site per night 
it is a great way to enjoy an ac-
tivity-packed weekendin the 
Pyrenees. The fun will continue 
on the journey home with the 
Pyrenees Open Day. Art galleries, 
wineries and state forest are all 
open for your enjoyment.  
So get caught in the moment at 
the Pyrenees Festival of Racing 
& Tasting! 
For more information please visit 
www.avocaraceclub.com.  

mailto:info@mhia.com.au�
http://www.avocaraceclub.com/�
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Club Shop 

 

  

 

 
Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 

“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson 
Lakes Vic 3197” 

The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
 
  

  

 

  
 
Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Sizes S to XXXXXL. May be embroidered with member name in green or gold. 
Stock No: S Polo. Desc: Polo Shirt 
 
  

  

 

  
 
Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 
Stock No: S Club Cap. Desc: Club Cap 
  

  

 

  
 
Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
Stock No: S Club Flag. Desc: Club Flag 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Club Sticker, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
Stock No: S Van Sticker. Desc: Club Van Sticker. 
Note: If purchased with another item postage charges do not apply for this item. 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours 
of green & gold. 
Stock No: Stubby. Desc: Club Stubby Holder 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for this item is free. 
  

  

 

  
 

ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and 
web address in green & gold. 
We must order these in lots of 50, so when orders held amount to 50, purchasers will be 
advised that payment is required. 
  

 

  
 
Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook. A MUST for all travel-
lers. 
Stock No: Aucal. Desc: Australia Calling 
 

  
  
  

 

 
Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 

“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson 
Lakes Vic 3197” 

The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
 
  

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the Nomad mail slip. 
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Serves 2 
Allow 32 min from start to finish 
 

Ingredients:    
4 chicken thigh fillets, chopped 
into bite-sized pieces 
3 teaspoons soy sauce 
3 teaspoons corn flour 
2 teaspoons olive oil 
3 tablespoons water 
 

Risotto: 
2 teaspoons chicken stock powder 
2 cups hot water 
3 teaspoons olive oil 
3 qtrs cup Arborio rice 
Half cup finely diced pumpkin 
Half cup finely diced carrot 
2 tablespoons grated parmesan or 
cheddar 
 

Method: 
Combine the flour and the soy 
sauce in a mixing bowl.  Add the 
chicken and stir until meat is 
coated in the mixture; set aside. 
 

Dissolve the chicken stock pow-
der in the hot water.   
 

Heat the three tablespoons of the 
oil in a saucepan and sauté the rice 
for 1 minute, or until the rice is 
coated with the oil. 
 

Stir in the liquid stock, being 
mindful of the hot steam.  Stir in 
the pumpkin and carrots, cover 
with a lid and bring to the boil. 
 

Lower the heat and simmer, with-
out lifting the lid, for 20 minutes, 
or until the liquid is absorbed and 
the rice is tender.  Stir once to-
wards the end of the cooking 
process.   

Chicken with Risotto 
A mouth-watering offering from 

the ACC’s favorite cook— 
Eva Stovern. 

 

Meanwhile, heat the two tea-
spoons of the olive oil in a frying 
pan, and sauté the chicken on 
high heat for two minutes, or un-
til browned.   
 

Add the three tablespoons of wa-
ter, and cook on low heat stir-
ring, for about one minute, or 
until the chicken is cooked 
through and the sauce thickens.   
 

Season to taste and serve with 
the rice. 
 

ooOOoo 

Recipes for the Road 

3 Minute Chocolate 
Mud Cake 

 

You’re never more than 3 min-
utes away from a chocolate cake 
with this little beauty from the 
Hambly’s (V00056) 
 

Ingredients 
4 tablespoons SR Flour 
4 tablespoons Sugar 
3 tablespoons Oil 
3 tablespoons Milk 
2 tablespoons Cocoa 
Half cup Choc Bits (optional) 
1 Egg 
Vanilla essence 
 

Method 
Mix all ingredients thoroughly 
with a fork in a One litre micro-
wave proof jug. 
 

Cook in microwave oven for 3 
minutes on High—Enjoy! 
 

ooOOoo 

Boiling time on stove: 10 minutes 
Cooking time in Dream-Pot®: 30 mins 
minimum. 
 

Ingredients for Meatballs 
500g lean mince 
1 lge onion, finely chopped 
1 cup oat bran 
Liberal pinch of black pepper 
1 tsp salt 
1 egg, beaten 
 

Ingredients for meatball sauce 
Half cup honey 
Half cup malt vinegar 
Half cup tomato sauce 
 

Method 
* Place all meatball ingredients 
into a bowl. Mix thoroughly to-
gether and shape into balls. 
 

* Place sauce ingredients into 
small inner 2 litre pot, stirring 
until the mixture comes to the 
boil on a medium heat. 
 

* Place the meatballs into the 
boiling sauce syrup. Reduce heat 
and gently boil for 5 minutes, 
covered. 
 

* Carefully turn the meatballs in 
the sauce and then gently boil 
again for a further 5 minutes, 
covered. 
 

* Transfer to the Dream-Pot® for 
the minimum cooking time. 
 

Note: One packet of Chicken Noodle 
Soup mix may be substituted for the 
bran, pepper and salt. Another meal 
should be cooked in the large inner pot 
(or 2 litres of boiling water) if the meal 
is to be kept hot for a number of hours. 
The 3 litre Dream-Pot® could also be 
used. 
Copyright© 1998 Green Brothers (Wholesale) Pty 
Ltd T/as Dream-Pot®. All rights reserved. 
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Dream-Pot® Savoury 
Meatballs 

Another tasty morsel from the 
Dream-Pot® people! 
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Date 2010 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 
Apr 1—5 Family Firesiders QLD Kenilworth Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

Apr 2—5 Southern Nomads VIC Benalla Muster Geoff Halson 0409 556 194 

Apr 17-18 Southern Cross Overlanders SA Mannum Muster Geoff Chatfield 08 8265 1727 

Apr 20-24 Golden Westerners NSW Corowa Muster David Ongley 0417 238 250 

Apr 23-26 Family Firesiders QLD Kilcoy Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

Apr 30-May 3 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Comb. Branch Muster Noel Hawes 07 3888 1547 

Apr30-May 3 Family Firesiders QLD Caboolture Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

May 7— Hunter Ramblers NSW Gresford Muster Nevis Rothery 02 4982 3580 
May 14-16 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Beechworth Muster Phillipa Bebee 03 5941 3266 

May 15-29 Sunshine Nomads QLD Stanthorpe Tagalong Jim Henwood 07 5449 8096 

May 21-23 Southern Nomads VIC Marong Muster Geoff Halson 0409 556 194 

May 28-30 Fraser Coasters QLD Mt. Perry Muster John Balding 0415 272 376 

May 28-30 Family Firesiders QLD Goomeri Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

Coming Events 

Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common  

interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 
Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”.  
 
Here’s a simple way to do it - 

(1) Get the support of 4 other 
members. 
(2) Read the Branch Guidelines, 
they are on the web site. 
(3) Ask the ACC Secretary for 
help, he’ll guide you through the 
rest of the process. 

 

ooOOoo 

Psssst! Want to Form a Local Branch? 



My Favorite Scenes of Mildura and Mungo 
Eva Stovern (N00174) 
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From the Branches 
Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads, Woodgate 
Muster      

(Russ Gerchow Q00099) 
 

Twenty one vans provided accom-
modation for the forty-one mem-
bers and visitors at the Woodgate 
Muster held on the weekend 19 – 
21 February , sometimes under 
leaden skies, which, though 
threatening at times, failed to pro-

duce any precipitation that might 
have hinder our out of doors ac-
tivities. During the Happy Hour 
on the Friday afternoon we were 
able to give some literature about 
ACC to  some  interstate caravan-
ners who were invited to join us. 
Before the weekend was over 
there were several other park resi-
dents  who showed an interest in 
joining the ACC. The usual Friday 
night BBQ and a few convivial 
drinks and lots of fellowship con-
cluded the Friday. 
 

Saturday morning for most was a 
leisurely affair, some going for 
walks along the beach, others 
along the boardwalk into the 
Woodgate National Park, having a 
drive around the town or down to 
Walkers Point. After lunch the 
Planning Committee for the 2010 
National Muster spent a couple of 
profitable hours, dealing with a 
whole host of issues. The passion 
of this group , their dedication and 

involvement  must surely be re-
warded by a top class event. 
Happy Hour having been held, 
members visited the local bowls 
club which was the venue that 
supplied all with their Saturday 
evening repast. 
 

On the Sunday morning, Presi-
dent Mal welcomed new mem-
bers, Len and Debbie, who de-
cided to join after coming along 
as visitors. There was also “bon 
voyage” wishes to Len and  

Terrie , who were on their way to 
Barossa Valley, then to Port Au-
gusta and up through the centre 
and then to the west for a 10 
month sortie. 
 

 Jim and Anne, Kev and Dell and 
Ross and Pauline  who are de-
parting on Easter Monday for a 
lap around the block , and Fred 
who is off to the Kimberleys and 
further  fields were all wished 
the best of luck. Barry and Greg 
were accorded birthday wishes, 
and Greg and Christine cele-
brated their wedding anniver-
sary. Neil and Cheryl announced 
they were about to tie the knot, 
possibly in November. 
 

Lynne exhibited a Crockhead  
Mozzie Coil holder and offered 
to arrange for purchases for any 
interested people. A brief busi-
ness meeting was conducted to 
allocate duty officers for the 
Combined Muster at Marybor-
ough Park on the last weekend of  

April. All other Queensland 
Branches have been issued an 
invitation to meet at the venue for 
the 2010 National Muster, where 
further planning and fine tuning 
of the program will be carried 
out. There has been feedback 
from some branches and  our 
branch has been informed of 
these suggestions and offers. 
 

Following the  Branches atten-
dance at the Goomeri Pumpkin 
Festival on the last weekend in 
May, the venue for the June mus-
ter will be the Barambah Bush 
Camp, whilst Kenilworth is des-
tined to be the venue for the Au-
gust muster. Winners of the trivia 
competition were Gail and Russ 
following a tie breaker. Terrie 
provided the answers to the Ding 
Bats competition. Len and Terrie 
are providing Ding Bat sheets for 
use at the National Muster, the 
first ever in Queensland, and the 
first ever totally planned by a 
Branch. 
 

It would appear that our Branch 
contains some erstwhile prawn-
ers, who possibly aren’t the most 

astute seamen in that they had to 
learn the hard way that boats just 
don’t traverse shallow water 
when the tide recedes . The Cap-
tain of the boat was quick to 
change his crew members to ones 
who had mobile phones on the 
later prawning expeditions which 
provided to be very successful 
with good hauls that provided 
enough for more than just a taste 
to everybody. Thanks boys – but 
just who was the remark directed 
to when saying that when some of 
our members eat prawns they are 
committing cannibalism?  
 

ooOOoo 
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Victorian State 
Muster, Bairnsdale 

(Neil Kolmorgen V00113) 
 

The inaugural Victorian State 
Muster, co-run by the Southern 
Nomads and the  Gippsland Gyp-
sies  was held at the Mitchell Gar-
dens Holiday Park, Bairnsdale, 
over the weekend of 19-21 Febru-
ary. 
 

Sixty five vans attended, we be-
lieve, to be the largest muster out-
side ACC National Muster. 
 

 Caravans began arriving as early 
as Tuesday and Wednesday and 
by Thursday “Happy Hour” al-
most 100 people were around the 
circle. Of the 65 vans present 33 
were from the Nomads and 27 
Gypsies with   half a dozen 
“guest” units, 3 of which  became 
full members during the weekend. 

 

 Friday morning saw the best part 
of the balance of camps set up and 
after lunch a number headed off to 
Gippsland Jayco for a very inter-
esting demonstration on the cor-
rect fitting, adjustment and use of 
Hayman Reece  Weight Distribu-
tion Hitch kits.  The management 
of Gipps’ Jayco also offered all 
members a 10% discount on all 
accessories from their very wide 
stock. 
 

 Later at happy hour Banjo ( Den-
nis Carstairs) introduced us to the 
Deputy Mayor of Bairnsdale, 
(Peter Neal), who welcomed all to 
East Gippsland and then officially 
opened the muster. Later again 
saw quite a few ACC badges at 
the RSL for a lovely meal on a 
balmy evening. 
 

Saturday promised to be hot 
from very early and did not dis-
appoint as we boarded the 
“Enterprise” for our river trip on 
the Mitchell River to the rivers 
end at the Gippsland lakes. 
VERY WARM    Much drinking.   
Great time all the same. 

 

On our return from the boat it 
was time for Happy Hour and 
even more drinking time  (Still 
Very Warm!) 
 

Happy Hour ran into BBQ time 
with ladies coming along with 
salads and desserts and the camp 
committee supplying all meat. 
 

 The biggest thanks of all must 
be given to the members new 
and old who under very warm 
conditions set about cooking a 
delightful meal on very hot 
BBQs for aprox 140 people, no 
easy task.   Well done all. 
 

 Again on Sunday morning, 
some of the same cooks and 
some different members set 
about to cook up a Gippsland 
Gypsies traditional egg and ba-
con roll breaky! Yummy!  I think 
we all would have gone home at 
least 2 Kg heavier ??? 
 

After breakfast was cleared up, 
camp committee called a meet-
ing to dissect this joint venture…
Do we want this form of muster 
again? Do we want it annually? 
do we want it bi-annually? What 
was good? What was not good? 
 

At this meeting Lionel Mussell 
(ACC chairperson ) spoke to all 
on some of the points that had 
come out of the “face to face” 
meeting held the previous week-
end.  One item of particular  

importance was the offer to the 
Gippsland Gypsies to arrange and 
manage the 2012 AGM.     Big 
news indeed. 
 

 At  8.00 am a local car enthusiast 
(Rod Rawlings) came to the camp 
with an old (1923?) Erskine car 
and an Indian (1947?) motor bike 
and members, for a small dona-
tion, could ride in one or the other 
or both.  This activity realised 
$110.00  which was presented to 
the Bairnsdale CFA  when they 
called later  with their truck, to 
lecture us on caravan fire safety 
and awareness. This was most 
interesting   The CFA also left 
quite a lot of  information in bro-
chure form for all to take 
 

 Another activity members had 
the chance to see and hear was 
given by Banjo and new member 
Sally Joustra on CPR. Another 
very interesting session. 
 

Our Saturday evening raffle was 
most successful raising some 
$300.  All raffle prizes were do-
nated from local Bairnsdale busi-
ness’ including Mitchell Gardens 
Holiday Park, Retrovision, Gipp-
sland Jayco,  and Telstra    Spe-
cial mention to John Corrall of 
OZ Camps for his raffle donation.  
(John is a Gypsies member) 
 

I am sure that all attending mem-
bers would like to join me in  

extending the biggest possible 
“THANKS” to the organizing 
committees of both branches for 
not only the biggest, but the best 
muster yet. 
 

ooOOoo 

Thursday Happy Hour 

Checking out one of the riverside  
residences 

Upstream view of the Mitchell 
River, just before it enters Lake 

King. 
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Fraser Coasters 
Inaugural Muster, 

Gin Gin  
(John Balding Q00024) 

ACC Fraser Coasters Inaugural Muste 

A little bit of wet weather couldn't 
dampen the enthusiasm of the ter-
rific band of supporters who 
turned up at the Gin Gin Show-
ground over the weekend Friday 
5th March through to Sunday 7th 
March to kick start the ACC’s 
newest branch, the ACC Fraser 
Coasters. In fact there were a few 
of us there as early as Thursday. 
 

It rained on and off most of the 
weekend, but thanks to the won-
derful multi use hall at the show-
ground we had somewhere dry 
and comfortable to meet, eat, 
drink and be merry for the entire 
weekend. 
 

For a bunch of total strangers, 
who had never met one another 
before, our little group of some 
twenty people in ten caravans sure 
hit it off, and by the end of the 
weekend strong and lasting friend-
ships had been formed. 

 

We had three couples come along 
to “check us out” over the week-
end as visitors, and two of those 
couples are now members, and 
one of those members, Ros 
Kitchen, is now our Branch Secre-
tary...thanks Ros for the “ leap of 
faith”. 
 

Thanks too to new member Cec 
(Cecily) Ogg, who brought along 
her electronic key board to enter-
tain us over the weekend. We all 
had a great “Sing-A-Long With 
Cec” on the Friday night after din-
ner, and we were to have a repeat 

on the Saturday night but Cec 
came down with a tummy bug 
and then passed it on to husband 
Stan, so they both spent Saturday 
night in the confines of their van. 
 

The rain had stopped on Satur-
day morning, well for a while at 
least, and the showground camp 
grounds emptied out as most 
members headed for the well 
known Gin Gin Historical Soci-
ety markets in search of locally 
grown fresh fruit and vegies, and 
the hope of a bargain or two. 
 

The inaugural branch meeting 
and election of Branch Office 
Bearers and Branch Committee 
Members on Saturday afternoon 
ran like a well oiled machine. 
 

Convener John Balding opened 
the meeting and welcomed eve-
ryone, including ACC Director 
Craig Humphrey. Craig acted as 
“Returning Officer” for our first 
branch elections. 
John thanked everyone for their 
attendance and their enthusiastic 
support for the launch of the new 
ACC branch, and then Craig 
conducted the branch elections, 
the results of which are as fol-
lows: 
Branch President -John Balding 
Branch Secretary - Ros Kitchen  
Branch Treasurer - John Coles 
Committee Positions: 
Newsletter Editor/Publicity Offi-
cer - John Balding. 
Social Activities Co-ordinator - 
Naomi Bennett. 
Craig also passed on the best 
wishes of the ACC Board, and 
gave everyone an interesting talk 
on the ACC and its future direc-
tion. 
On behalf of the ACC Board, 
Craig then passed on the money 
to purchase a $20.00 Bunnings 
Gift Voucher to be used as a raf-
fle prize at our next muster...Our 
thanks go to the Board for their 
generosity, and especially to 
Craig for making himself avail-

able...I’m sure he enjoyed the 
time he spent getting to know us, 
as much as we all enjoyed getting 
to know him. 
 

John & Bev Balding hosted an 
“Australiana Trivia” on the Satur-
day night, which proved to be a 
tonne, or is it ton, of fun, and the 
winner was Pam Coles. 
 

We also had a “Guess the number 
of Jelly Beans competition”, with 
the prize, the Jelly Beans, do-
nated by John & Bev Balding. 
This raised twenty three dollars 
for the RFDS, and the winner 
with the closest guess was Naomi 
Bennett. 
 

Sunday morning greeted us with 
yet more rain, but those who were 
leaving didn’t have their enthusi-
asm dampened at all, even though 
they had to pack up in the rain, or 
in between the showers. 
 

A willing band of helpers 
grabbed brooms and swept out 
the hall before anyone 
left...thanks helpers, many hands 
certainly made light work of it. 
 

By lunch time there were five 
caravans left, and seeing that it 
was too wet to hold our Boule/
Bocce competition, we sat around 
and “chewed the fat” until it was 
time to head off the Gin Gin Ho-
tel for dinner together...the food 
was good, as it usually is there, 
and the ten of us had a great 
night. 

ooOOoo 

The ACC Fraser Coasters 
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L to R—Ros Kitchen, Naomi Ben-
nett, Craig Humphrey, John 

Balding, John Coles. 



GOLD COAST 
GADABOUTS 

MUSTER, at Lake 
Ainsworth Caravan 

Park, Lennox 
Heads. 

(Kaye Hawkins Q00229) 
 
We had a record turnout this mus-
ter with 17 vans booking in to the 
park. Many took advantage of the 
great discount Club rates offered 
by the Manager, coming early and 
staying later. 
 

The park is located right beside a 
fresh water lake and across the 
road from the ocean beach so each 
morning many started the day 
with a beach walk and some a 
swim. Friday afternoon saw us all 
set up and ready for a game of bo-
che. The women showed the men 
how it should be done- this time 
anyway! 
 

Happy Hours and morning teas 
each day were held in the shady 
awning provided by Ken. Satur-
day had us busy with a sausage 
sizzle luncheon enjoyed by all. 
After this we had our Club AGM 
and elected a new committee to 
replace those that had served two 
years and were ready for a break. 
 

The storms threatened Saturday 
evening, but only a little rain fell, 
causing a lengthened Happy Hour 
before our Christmas dinner. A 
fun game of “Pass the Christmas 
Parcels” saw three winners of 
small prizes and a few laughs 
along the way as we HO HO 
HO’d and found the 6th person to 
pass the parcel on to. The tables 
were then set up and the casse-
roles warmed before we all sat in 
our Christmas hats to enjoy a huge 
variety of home cooked fare. 
There’s some great cooks in that 
Gadabouts group! 
After dinner groups were formed 
for a variety of Christmas activi-

ties. We had some laughs at dif-
ferent groups attempts to draw a 
reindeer and our young judge 
Hamish (only 7) wasn’t im-
pressed by too many! He finally 
chose a winner but discreetly 
said it couldn’t be his Pop’s 
group! More laughs followed as 
each group attempted to write a 
limerick following the opening 
line of “There once was a man 
dressed in red….” 
 

Each group read out their poems 
to hearty applause with Shirley 
causing a “riot” but Marty’s 
groups being declared the best. 
Christmas pudding and custard 
followed to finish off a fun filled 
day. 
 

Sunday saw us all a little slower 
and spent the time relaxing with 
a chat and a swim. Then Monday 
saw some leaving whilst others 
visited the Ballina Maritime Mu-
seum for a look at the balsa 
wood raft that sailed from South 
America. Lots then met for lunch 
at the Ballina RSL overlooking 
the lovely Richmond River and 
enjoyed a first class meal. 
 

Tuesday and Wednesday saw the 
rest depart after a great muster 
with a fabulous bunch of cara-
vanners that we call the Gada-
bouts. 
 

ooOOoo 

Southern Cross 
Overlanders,  

Melrose Muster 
(Geoff Stewart S00026) 

 

The Muster at Melrose was the 
precursor to the start of the inau-
gural Tag Along Tour of our 
Club; the tag to commence at the 
conclusion of this muster. 
 

By Friday evening we had 15 
vans in the park, some having 
arrived as early as the Monday 
prior; another van arrived on Sat-
urday after the Friday night 
Crows AFL match. This tally in-
cluded ACC Members from 
Queensland (John and Margaret 
Prove) and Victoria (Veronica 
Schwarz). 
 

The Melrose Caravan Park is an 
excellent park with great sites but 
it can be very cold in this area, 
being adjacent to Mount Remark-
able; the only area in South Aus-
tralia where it regularly snows. 
 

 This week end proved to be no 
exception to that, with the 
weather being cold, wet and 
windy. 
 

On the Friday night we attended 
the traditional hotel dinner at the 
North Star hotel for an excellent 
meal with the added bonus of a 
fire and a large screen for those 
interested in the football. 
 

After breakfast our activities be-
gan in earnest with a tour of the 
area, including morning tea at 
Port Germein and walk along the 
jetty, lunch at Telowie Gorge and 
a walk through this stunning 
gorge, then on to Booleroo Centre 
through Germein Gorge and back 
to the caravan park in time for 
happy hour. Because of the 
windy, squally conditions the lo-
cal Bowling Club Rooms were 
hired for happy hour and a com-
munal B-B-Q dinner followed by 
a trivia night based very loosely 
on the history of the township of 
Melrose, the oldest town in the 
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Flinders Ranges (won by Theo & 
Maureen Ellard) and the presenta-
tion of commemorative glasses for 
the tag. What a wonderful facility 
this proved to be, but as a result of 
the days strenuous activity every-
one was back in the caravan park 
by 9.30 p.m. 

Saturday was windy and cool but 
this was not allowed to interfere 
with the planned activities, which 
commenced with a walk up to the 
RSL monument at the base of 
Mount Remarkable prior to break-
fast. The views from the monu-
ment are breathtaking, providing 
a panorama over the surrounding 
farmland from which the service-
men came. 
 

After lunch some of our mem-
bers were farewelled as they left 
to return to Adelaide. The re-
mainder of the group then drove 
to Alligator Gorge and most un-
dertook a walk of the gorge: this 
proved a real physical challenge 
for some with the 289 steps 
down into the gorge and the 
steep climb back out. 
 

It was then back to the caravan 
park and an early night for all the 
tired troupers who were about to 
commence the month long tag 
the next day. 
 

After morning tea a group walk 
of this historic town, including a 
close look at some motor homes 
with a difference, took us 
through to lunch. 

 

Sunday (Fathers Day) was 
equally as cool but this did not 
dampen the enthusiasm for a 
group morning tea in the caravan 
park, scones and cream provided 
courtesy Nancy Stewart. 
 

Southern Cross 
Overlanders, Burra 

Muster 
(Geoff Stewart S00026) 

 

If the muster at Melrose in early 
September was the precursor to 
Tag Along 2009, then the muster 
at Burra was certainly the finale. 
 

On 2 October 2009, ten battle 
scarred and travel stained vans 
pulled into the Burra caravan 
park after a long month on the 
road as part of the tag; they were 
cheered on by 3 couples who 
were already in the park for the 
muster. Much advice was given 
by the early arrivals on the re-
versing skills of the convoy as 
Geoff allocated vans to sites. I am 
pleased to advise that all vans 
were on site in time for happy 
hour. 
 

The happy hour was held in the 
camp kitchen in wet and very 
cold conditions. The “usual” 5 
p.m. brief was “unusual” for the 
“taggers”, because this was the 
final brief, as Geoff officially 
closed the tag. Theo then intro-
duced the early arrivals, three of 
whom were new members; Jim & 
Rita, Ray & Joan and Geoff & 
Colleen – Welcome! 
 

During the happy hour Sue and 
Gary Thompson conducted a 
partner compatibility quiz where 
each couple was asked a series of 
questions and each had to answer 
them in writing and then publicly 
compare their answers. This pro-
vided a deal of amusement for all, 
a couple of possible divorces and 
resulted in a three way tie for first 

Port Germein Jetty – 1532 m 
long. With the Flinders Ranges 
and Mt Remarkable in the back-
ground. 

Father's Day morning coffee in 
the park. 

Motorhomes with a difference! 



place. After a play-off, Dennis and 
Therese Gregory were declared 
the winners and presented with a 
bottle of wine. This activity gave 
the new members some idea of the 
“shenanigans” that were usual fare 
during the tag. 
 

Instead of the traditional pub din-
ner a large group descended on 
the local pizzeria, cleverly called 
Cook-a-Burra. Each couple or-
dered the pizza they preferred then 
all were placed on the table for 
communal dining. What a great 
fun meal that resulted in many a 
distended tummy. 

Saturday morning was cold and 
overcast, but all were away before 
morning tea to check out the bak-
ery and coffee shops as well as 
explore the town. Burra has a 
great tourist idea in the form of 
the Burra Passport; this concept 
sees visitors issued with a map 
and key to a number of heritage 
sites such as the miner’s dugouts, 
the old goal etc as well as provid-
ing discounted admission to the 
local museums. The cost of the 
passport has increased markedly 
over the past few years, but still 
represents good value and is valid 

for several days. Many of the 
group partook of the passport for 
a full day of sight seeing. 
 

The ubiquitous happy hour com-
menced at 5 p.m. in the camp 
kitchen with the issue of the 
commemorative Tag Along 2009 
jackets organised by Therese 
Gregory followed by a series of 
group photos. This relaxation 
was followed by the traditional 
pub dinner at the Burra Hotel. 
An excellent meal was enjoyed 
by all then back to the park for a 
night cap around the fire bucket 
provided by Jim (one of our new 
members). 
 

Sunday started cold (1C). Geoff 
& Nancy left very early for 
Tumby Bay, whilst Joe & Pat 
departed at a more civilized time 
bound for Adelaide. The remain-
der of the group continued sight 
seeing on their passports as well 
as a trip out to Burra Gorge. On 
return from the days activities 
the fire bucket and Theo’s 
“choofer” were pressed into ser-
vice – the camp oven being used 
to cook a leg of lamb and roast 
vegetables.  

Monday meant return home for 
most; however a few “die hards” 
remained. John & Margaret and 
Alby & Geraldine were leaving 
on Tuesday for the National Mus-
ter at Mildura, whilst Allen& 
Helen and Theo, Maureen & Lilly 
were heading back to Adelaide on 
the same day. Gary & Sue were 
planning to be the last to leave, 
departing on the Wednesday. 
 

Again it was proven what a won-
derful lifestyle caravanning is and 
how much better it can be when 
done with friends.  
 

ooOOoo 

No—it’s not the local Pizzeria! 
Burra Town Hall. 

Mike the miner on his lofty perch 
at Burra 
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Happy participants in the Burra Muster. 

The Tagalong jackets, modeled 
by the designer and her “lovely 

assistant”. 

The Great Aussie 
Campout  

 

What are you doing on Saturday, 
April 17th? Why not take part in 
the Great Aussie Campout 
(GACO)?  
 

The aim of GACO is to bring to-
gether thousands of Australians 
for one big night where they will 
share the experience of camping 
out - be it in their own backyard, 
a caravan park, on a riverbank or 
other camp-site, in fact any-
where!  
 

 Could be the ideal opportunity 
for ACC members to get together 
to form that branch that has just 
been talked about, or to introduce 
the ACC to interested parties, or 
to simply get-away for a bit of 
relaxation. For more information, 
visit the website at: 
www.greataussiecampout.org.au/. 
 

 ooOOoo 



Sunshine Nomads—Cania Gorge Muster in Pictures 
(photo’s by Dianne Caterer Q00258) 

BBQ Lunch at Cania Dam 

Lunch at the Monto Hotel 

Another Monto Lunch 

Another Lunch at Cania Dam 

Rhyllis                     Cec                   Brenda 
& Bridget                & Panda             & Harry 

Fun & Games at Happy Hour 
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Southern Cross 
Overlanders 
Normanville  

Muster 
 

Carol and I arrived mid after-
noon on Friday and most of the 
others were already in residence.   
We had 15 vans in total, which 
included 2 couples as guests, 
one of whom is in the process of 
joining the ACC and ACC SCO.  
Also, we welcomed Chris & Val 
Martins  #NT0001.  They are 
now living in the Barossa Valley 
area and I’m sure we will see 
them again as they enjoyed our 
free and easy format. 

The weather was a bit wild with 
a strong wind but otherwise not 
too bad.  Friday evening we 
were transported to the Yanka-
lilla Hotel by their small pub 
bus.  It took a couple of trips to 
get us all there. 
 

The dinner was fine but a little 
expensive for a pub meal I 
thought.  After dinner we were 
transported back to the park.  It 
seems a good scheme that was 
on offer and the park operators 
told us about it.   I suppose be-
ing a bit pessimistic about it; it 
is a way to take business away 
from the Normanville Hotel. 

Finding a bit of shade under a 
tree in the caravan park. 

Enjoying the Normanville sun. 
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Saturday brought a beautiful day. 
Some SCO members formed a 
Tag Along group and went off 
on a tour of the Peninsula while 
the rest of us did our own thing.   
During the afternoon Bev & Ron 
Gaynes arrived.  Ron has had an 
operation and is not allowed to 
drive so friends bought them 
down.  Helen & Allan Ormsby 
also visited as well, swelling our 
numbers for a short time.   As 
there were limited park BBQ's 
some people dragged out their 
own units so we could cook tea 
in little groups. 
Sunday was another windy day 
with not a lot happening and we 
had our daughter, her husband 
and 3 little ones visit us at the 
CP.  We were away from any 
action if there was any.   
 

The Sunday night meal for many 
of the members was fish and 
chips from the "Beach" Hut" on 
the Normanville foreshore.  The 
food was good but the service 
pretty slow. 
Monday was pack up time for 
some, including us and we were 
home by around 11 am. 
 

 

The above words were from 
Barry Gardiner, now we hear 
from Geoff Stewart - 
 

On Saturday morning the more 
active and adventurous of the 
SCO group packed into the baker 
shop at Normanville for a bois-
terous morning tea, which lasted 
until lunchtime. 
 

They then returned to the cara-
van park in time to pack after-
noon tea and head off to the crys-
tal clear (and deep) waters of 
Rapid Bay to be entertained by 
the locals catching squid from  

Group photo – Normanville. 

the jetty and a fairly serious 
cricket match on the oval. 
 

After refreshments the group 
then headed for the Bluff at 
Victor Harbour, via Waitpinga.  
On arrival a consensus agreed 
that the climbing of the Bluff 
was too strenuous, so a gentle 
sedate drive back through the 
Inman Valley to the CP was the 
accepted activity; arriving just 
in time for “happy hour”. 

On Sunday, after the customary 
group photo, the same group 
departed the CP for the My-
ponga Markets.  A stroll 
through the trash & treasure and 
the vegetable markets saw some 
unusual purchases, including a 
babies stroller for one proud 
Grand Ma  “to be”; another al-
most purchase was a $850 pi-
ano accordion, but this purchase 
fell through due to lack of ATM 
facilities. 
 

The group then travelled to the 
Myponga Reservoir for late 
morning tea (with a Bikie 
group) before travelling on to 
Carrickalinga through some 
breath taking scenery for lunch. 
 

After all this tiring activity 
(mainly eating) it was back to 
the caravan park for afternoon 
tea at the kiosk on the beach 
before retiring for a “nanna 
nap” and preparing for happy 
hour.   

ooOOoo 

Discussing world events at the 
bakery. 
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Caravan Weight Distribution 
(This article reproduced with the kind permission of the RVMAA) 

 
 
A weight-distribution system is a very important safety device when towing a caravan or trailer.  It does not 
alter the total mass (weight) of the tow-vehicle and caravan, but as the same implies, it distributes the addi-
tional load placed on the tow-bar of the tow-vehicle, to at least partially restore the original front and rear 
axle loadings of the tow-vehicle.  Unlike what some of the “old husbands’ tales” say, you cannot achieve the 
same effect by increasing the rear spring-rate and/or tyre pressures of the tow-vehicle, or by fitting “anti-
sway” devices.                   {Masses & Forces in are kg; distances are in feet} 
 

 
 
Towing a caravan or trailer increases the rear axle loading of the tow-vehicle, but more importantly, it re-
duces the front axle loading.  This can cause serious potential problems because of the reduced traction 
available for the front tyres… especially on wet, gravel, rough and winding roads, and dangerously so when 
accelerating or climbing a hill on such roads (due to the rearward weight-transfer).  Tyres can only provide 
so much overall grip - laterally and longitudinally - and once this limit is exceeded, control of the vehicle is 
lost…   
 

Continued Overleaf... 
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The diagrams show a typical tow-vehicle and caravan combination.  The middle view is a conventional set-
up; the bottom view is the same combination, but fitted with a weight-distribution system. 
 
For anything not moving, the total upward forces must equal the total downward forces. 
For anything not moving, the clockwise moments (torques) around any point must equal the anti-clockwise 
moments.   
 
 
Moment (twisting force) = Force x Distance 
 
Use “C” as the fulcrum (pivot-point):  500  x  2  /  9.5 = 105   
 
Use “B” as the fulcrum (pivot-point):  105  x  12.5  /  10 = 131  {12.5 = 3 + 9.5} 
 
Use “A” as the fulcrum (pivot-point):  105  x  22.5  /  10 = 236   {22.5 = 10 + 3 + 9.5} 
 
Modified Weight Distribution: 
 
Caravan Axle Loading:   + 105 
 
Tow-vehicle Front Axle:  + 131 
   
Tow-vehicle Rear Axle:   - 236 Check:  Upward forces must equal downward forces  √ 
 
 
We have a number of “home-work” questions for you, to assist in your understanding of a w-d system: 
 
Question:   What will the 3 new axle loadings be if the pre-set force on the WDS is increased from 500 to 

750??? 
 
 
You can use the drawing below to insert your dimensions, and determine the effect of a WDS. 
 

 
 
Questions: 
 
1:  Is the actual ball-loading changed??? 
2:  Is the force between the coupling and the ball changed??? 
3:  Will the ball height above the ground change???  If so, will it be higher or lower??? 
4:  If the ball height does change, what tow-vehicle specifications will affect how much it changes??? 

(Front and rear tyre pressures?  Wheelbase?  Front and rear shock-absorber settings?  Tow-vehicle tare 
mass?  Caravan centre-of-gravity height?  Caravan spring rate?  Ball diameter?) 

DBA C
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5:  Does the mass of the tow-vehicle, and/or the mass of the caravan affect how much the WDS  
     alters the three axle loadings??? 
 

 
 
What happens when the combination passes over a speed-hump, or such vertical rise??? 
 
What happens when the combination passes over a spoon-drain, or such vertical drop??? 
 
Will a WDS increase the likelihood of the caravan swaying (snaking), decrease the likelihood, or have abso-
lutely no effect???  Why, or why not??? 
 
Does a WDS increase the stresses on the coupling, the tow-vehicle structure, the caravan structure, and/or 
the tow-bar???  Why, or why not???   
 
Does a WDS increase make reversing the combination easier, more difficult, or have no effect??? 
 
 
Warning:   It is essential to ensure that the tow-vehicle, the tow-bar, and the coupling are each designed 

to be used with a weight-distribution system, and are strong enough to safety withstand the 
maximum pre-set loading that can be applied to the WDS.   

 
It is essential to check - using a certified weigh-bridge - with everyone and everything in the fully-fuelled 
tow-vehicle, and the caravan hitched up, that the actual rear axle loading does not exceed the manufacturer’s 

The foregoing information is provided in good faith and is believed to be correct.  Sadly however, in this 
litigious society, we must place a disclaimer that we are not responsible for any damage or loss caused by 
the use of this information.   

Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of Australia, Inc. 
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Non-compliant imported recrea-
tional vehicles targeted through 

tougher penalties 
 
Press Release from the RVMAA 
 
The national association repre-
senting Australian recreational 
vehicle manufacturers has praised 
the Federal Government for intro-
ducing tougher penalties and proc-
esses to prevent non-compliant 
and potentially dangerous recrea-
tional vehicles being imported 
into Australia. 
 
The Recreational Vehicle Manu-
facturers Association of Austra-
lia’s (RVMAA) president, Gerry 
Ryan, says the new penalties are 
“a major step” towards ensuring 
both importers and local RV 
manufacturers comply with na-
tional standards, which will ulti-
mately create a safer environment 
for all road users. 
 
“We strongly support the initiative 
of Mr Albanese to introduce 
tougher policing of imported 
RVs,” Mr Ryan says. “You can’t 
put a price on safety and this is an 
important first step in ensuring 
standards across the industry are 
maintained and improved..” 
 
Under the new rules, introduced 
by Federal Infrastructure, Trans-
port, Regional Development and 
Local Government Minister An-
thony Albanese this week, import-
ers and local manufacturers of 
trailer products will be prevented 
from selling trailers with cou-
plings that are incompatible with 
Australian vehicles, unsafe draw-
bars and safety chains, nonstan-
dard LPG installations, inadequate 
lamps and reflectors or inadequate 
brakes and suspensions.  

 
Non-compliant importers and 
manufacturers will face fines of 
up to $66,000 – a move that the 
RVMAA says will stamp out 
non-compliant caravans, camper-
trailers, motorhomes and other 
recreational vehicles being im-
ported into the country. 
 
“While, the industry welcomes 
competition, this new policy will 
ensure that there is a level play-
ing field for all in the industry,” 
Mr Ryan says. “Everyone will 
have to fully comply with the 
legislated requirements and 
while there is still more to be 
done in this area the govern-
ment’s action will send a strong 
message to any importers of non-
compliant RVs in the industry.”  
 
Prior to the new rules the 
RVMAA had long been con-
cerned about the number of im-
ported vehicles that did not com-
ply with all aspects of the Aus-
tralian Design Rules (ADRs) and 
Australian Standards, which 
cover the minimum construction 
and safety requirements for rec-
reation vehicles.  
 
Mr Young says all RVMAA 
members follow a strict code of 
practice and code of ethics, and 
are subject to regular inspections 
to ensure compliance. 
 
He says RVMAA members pro-
duce about 95 per cent of the 
19,000 new caravans, camper-
trailers,  motorhomes and 
camper-vans in Australia each 
year and are required to comply 
with the ADRs and Australian 
Standards. 
 
 “Prior to this decision, RVMAA 

members have been unfairly dis-
advantaged by having to compete 
with some imported RVs that 
have not been compliant,” he 
says. 
 
“Mr Albanese is to be applauded 
for taking strong and positive ac-
tion to create a level playing field 
for local and imported manufac-
turers.” 
 
The new national code of practice 
will apply to imported and locally 
produced trailers up to 4.5 tonnes, 
including box, motorcycle, boat, 
plant and equipment trailers as 
well as horse floats, caravans and 
other recreational trailers.  
 

ooOOoo 

Boggabri Drover’s 
Campfire Weekend 

 

Got a caravan. Motorhome, 
camper, 4X4, ute, tent or swag? 
Then the Drover’s Campfire 
Weekend is sure to please! 
 

Hosted by the Boggabri Lions 
Club, the event will be held from 
April 23rd to 25th, at the Bog-
gabri Showgrounds.  
 

Boggabri is on the Kamilaroi 
Hwy, between Gunnedah and 
Narrabri—NSW. 
 

Powered and un-powered sites 
are available ($12 per night un-
powered, $20 per night powered). 
 

Attractions include campfires, 
camp oven meals, whip cracking 
& shearing demo’s, bush bands, 
crafts, etc. 
 

For more info contact the Bog-
gabri Lions Club :02 6743 4469 
or see www.boggabri.com.au on 
the web. 
 

ooOOoo 
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	Adelaide Caravan and Camping Show
	(Albert Kramer  S00037)
	GOLD COAST GADABOUTS MUSTER, at Lake Ainsworth Caravan Park, Lennox Heads.
	Southern Cross Overlanders
	Normanville 
	Muster

