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Club Management 
 
The Directors of the Club are - 
Lionel Mussell  - Chair 

- Publicity Officer 
Grant Stable   - Secretary 
Julie Baldwin   - Treasurer 
Rob Tudor   - Web Master 
Jonathan Livingstone  - Director 
 
All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the 
responsibility for the benefit of our members. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club 
Limited for the benefit of club members. 
 
ISSN 1835-1646. 
 
All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be forwarded 
to the editor. 
 
The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without the permission of the author. We have obtained permission from 
the copyright holder where a copyright article has been used. 
The opinion expressed in any article is that of the writer and not necessarily that 
of club management. 
 
Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and 
readers should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a recommendation 
as to the suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised. 

 
ooOOoo 
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From the Chair 
It hardly seems possible but nearly a year has passed since I first heard of the 
Australian Caravan Club at Golden Beach in September last year and immediately 
joined as it seemed to embody all that I’d been looking for in an organisation 
to represent the interests of Australian caravanners. 
 
Much has happened during that year – a lot of it not obvious to the general 
membership but a great deal of progress has been made by our club. 
When I joined I was invited to become a Director and after due thought I 
agreed – little thinking I’d soon end up as the chairman. Changes in circumstances 
in those early days saw me installed in the chair and leading what I 
believe to be an outstanding team. 
 
In the months since then a great deal has been achieved, This magazine The 
Nomad is an outstanding example and the fact that it has been produced inhouse 
with very little cost to members is due to two things – the tremendous 
amount of time and effort put in by directors plus the great support of our 
advertisers. 
 
Can you imagine printing, collating and stapling 40 pages at least 500 times 
each issue? And then addressing and preparing them for the post? Oh yes – 
and did I mention doing the editing and layout before starting the print run? 
The Special Resolution that will have arrived in your mail box together with 
the financial reports for the Annual General Meeting is important. If you 
can’t make it to Belongil I hope you sent your proxy. Calling our magazine 
The Australian Nomad will emphasise the national thrust of our club. 
Our website is another example of achievement and webmaster Rob has done 
an outstanding job setting it up and maintaining it even during his travels far 
and wide. 
 
You may not have noticed but we have added a great article to the website on 
Warranty Woes written by one of our latest recruits – Tom Olthoff. Most of 
you would know Tom through his technical articles in magazines like Caravan 
World and Caravan & Motorhome and we are delighted he has joined 
us. Tom will be one of the outstanding panel of speakers at the seminars to 
be held at Belongil. You will read elsewhere in the magazine that Tom has 
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accepted the position of Honorary Technical Adviser – it’s great to have him on 
board. 
 
More exciting announcements will be made at the AGM and these are also reported 
in this issue. More announcements will also be reported on the website and 
in the next Nomad. 
 
Happy birthday ACC! 
Lionel 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Web Site Access 
 

NEW USER NAME AND PASSWORD 
 

are 

 

ON THE BACK OF YOUR MAILING LABEL 
 

The web site will be changed on Friday September 14. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Travelling with Dogs 
by Kesley Court Member Q00007 
 
This subject frequently crops up when travellers get together, either on forums or 
at happy hours and is guaranteed to divide a group into ‘pro’ dogs or ‘anti’ dogs, 
just as it does in the wider community. 
 
When I was growing up in a small country town, my dog and I had free run of the 
town, roaming at will until it was time to head home at dark for dinner. Adults 
kept an eye on us (unbeknownst to us) and I don’t remember any dogfights 
(though I’m sure there must have been an occasional scrap). 
 
Times have changed – it’s no longer safe for children to roam unsupervised and 
it’s no longer acceptable for dogs to roam free. Communities expect dogs to be 
confined, kept quiet, cleaned up after – generally not seen and not heard! This is 
in sharp contradiction to their natural instincts. They are pack animals that need 
companionship; communicate by barking and marking territory. 
Now that we humans are their ‘pack leaders’ we need to be responsible for their 
actions, even more so if we choose to travel with them, as we don’t have the convenience 
of a fenced home yard where they can run free and toilet when they need 
to. 
 
Most local councils have bylaws relating to animal control, which include the dog 
being on lead under the control of a responsible person when off its own property 
and droppings must be cleaned up. These bylaws apply equally to local residents 
and visitors. 
 
As mobile travellers, we have a responsibility, not only to our beloved pets, but 
also to the areas we visit, to ensure the needs of our fur kids are met and the areas 
we visit are left clean. 
 
The issue of owners not cleaning up after their dog is the one that causes the most 
complaints. There really is no excuse for not picking up. It’s a simple matter to 
always have a supply of plastic ‘poop’ bags either in your pocket, or attached to 
the dog lead. Just because a small dog leaves small “messages”, doesn’t mean 
they’re invisible or don’t matter, and they should be picked up. 
 
If you are already travelling with a dog, or are planning to in the future, remember 
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to have a supply of plastic bags with you at all times. We can’t always predict 
when Buddy will heed the call of nature. 
 
It would be very easy for caravan parks to take the easy way out and ban dogs if 
owners don’t do the right thing. We don’t want our freedom lifestyle spoiled do 
we? 

 
ooOOoo 

 

Club Technical Adviser 
 
The Board is pleased to announce that Tom Olthoff has joined us as a member. 
Most of us know Tom from his columns and articles in the media and through the 
popular towing clinics he runs in Adelaide. In addition he conducts a ‘Tom’s 
Tech’ section on the Caravan and Motorhome magazine’s internet forum. 
 
We are indeed fortunate that Tom has also agreed to accept the position of Honorary 
Technical Adviser to the club. His expertise will greatly assist us in moving 
our club to the next level. You will appreciate that whilst we are small we are 
severely limited in just what we can achieve. However as we are continually 
growing we are now at a stage where we can start to expand our activities as advocates 
for the caravanning public. We believe that Tom’s expertise will help us 
achieve an effective voice for caravanners and camper-trailer owners. 
 

ooOOoo 

Free Enterprise. 
 
A police officer near Goondiwindi had a perfect hiding place for watching for 
speeding vehicles. He certainly filled his ticket books in no time at all. 
 
But one day, everyone was under the speed limit. After hours of frustration the 
officer investigated and soon learned why: About a kilometre up the road a 10- 
year old boy was standing facing the coming traffic with a large hand-painted 
sign that read "RADAR TRAP AHEAD." After chastising the boy he left. 
 
On his way home he was astounded when he noticed the boy's accomplice, another 
10-year old boy about 500 metres further down the road beyond his radar 
trap with a sign that read "TIPS." At his feet was a bucket-full of change. 
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Road Safety 
Part 2 continued from Previous edition 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tailgating 

 
Well, this is an all time pet hate for me - it is downright dangerous and causes so 
many rear end collisions it isn’t funny. Not only that but it makes all our premiums 
go up. 
 
I have seen people talking on the forums about this and I must urge all of you 
NOT to play policeman on this one and touch your brakes to “Try and slow” the 
tail-gater down. This can cause the boofhead tail gater to panic and hit their 
brakes causing a serious accident. Although some people may think that it taught 
them a lesson, I for one would not like that on my conscience for the rest of my 
life. 
 
The easiest and safest thing to do is try and ignore them and gently reduce your 
speed and when possible, move to the left and let the idiot get out of your rear 
vision mirror. There is an element of the trucking industry that drive like this 
intimidating the motorist and I have been a victim of it…and all I can say is, it is 
great to have a badge sometimes and you can’t drive a B double without a licence! 
I don’t care if there is a Mini tailgating me, it is the big ones that concern people 
more. 
 
There is an offence in NSW called Menacing Driving and it was enacted for this 
incident. It is not used all that much as there is never a cop around when you 
need one. If you are really intimidated by the idiot behind you and you are willing 
to go to Court to give evidence, then take the vehicles details, time, date, place 

About the Author. 

Gary has been a Police Officer for 25 years. During that time he spent 6 years 

in the Tactical Response Group and 4 years in the Tactical Operations Unit 

(SWAT). The last 13 years have been at Liverpool Police Station, which in NSW 

is rated in the top 5 for crime and violence. For the last 5 years he has worked 

as a Duty Officer with the rank of Chief Inspector 
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and report it to the police. You MUST however be willing to give evidence at 
Court as the Police cannot charge the person on your say so alone. 
 
Remember to have at least a 3 second gap between you and the vehicle in front. 

 

Speeding 

Speed Kills. Too simple! 
 
If I was going to have an accident with my car and caravan I would rather it be at 
a slower speed than 110km/h and that is why I travel slower with the van. People 
are so bloody impatient today and always want to pass you. I have read in the 
Forums how people say that YOU SHOULD NOT TRAVEL SLOWLY with a 
caravan as it annoys others. Hmmm…my question is …AND ? They will get to 
where they are going soon enough. And when I say slow, I think around the 
90km/h mark is fine. 
 
For 12 months I travelled to Wagga every Sunday for work and drove home to 
Sydney every Friday. I tested the theory of speed on a few trips and sitting on the 
speed limit all the way it took me 3 hours 55 minutes…every time ! That is with 
a few slow areas with roadwork’s and things. I sat on 125km/h one trip and it took 
me 3 hours 40 minutes. 15 minutes difference in 400kilometres. Very, very minor 
in the scheme of things. Please don’t be impatient, but do also think of your fellow 
road users which I can gladly say seems to occur with a lot with caravanners, 
but not all of them. 

 

Courtesy 

 
Courtesy is what I keep talking about and even if you have the right of way, it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that you should take it. Courtesy and common sense 
should prevail and we should be relaxed while driving, not worried about getting 
in front of this bloke or that bloke and moving over just because I HAVE RIGHT 
OF WAY. This causes many, many accidents…and again, causes our insurance 
premiums to rise. Be courteous, to our fellow road users and they may in turn be 
courteous to you. I am teaching my daughter to drive at the moment and although 
there are many things to learn, I try to instil courtesy into her driving, but at the 
same time, being a little aggressive and cautious. All go hand in hand and aggression 
is good for all those little dramas you need to get out of now and then. 

 

Alcohol 

As the advertising used to say, ‘Drink and drive, you’re a bloody idiot!’ 
It is so terrible to attend any accident where injury has occurred, but when one of 
the drivers is over the limit, then it just makes it a whole lot worse. Firstly I will 
just let you know that there are a number of offences relating to drink driving and 
they are Driving Under the Influence (DUI) which is the offence used when a 2 
hour time period has elapsed and you cannot get a blood alcohol reading from the 
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driver. It normally occurs when the driver flees the scene and you catch him later. 
 
The other one is Prescribed Concentration of Alcohol (PCA) which is the one 
where you are taken back to the cop shop and “blow” in a special machine and it 
comes back with a reading of over 0.05, or whatever your limit may be,…truck 
drivers, P platers, etc, have 0.00. 
 
Another thing that you may not know when a drunk runs into you, is that their 
insurance is wiped immediately and then you have to try and get your insurance 
money out of him. I know your insurance company does the battling for you, but 
all too often you end up losing your excess as the other driver fails to pay. This 
again causes premiums to rise. 
 
There are a few fallacies around that people keep telling others about getting out 
of drink driving charges and I have heard some doozies. I was sitting in a club 
one day and overheard a couple of old blokes talking about someone getting 
pinched for drink driving and one of them said that if the person turned around 
and drove back to where he had just left, then the COPS couldn’t breath test him 
as he was back to where he started.. That was a cracker! There is one defence 
and that is if you drive in your driveway, legally the police cannot give you a 
breath test, but…there are alternatives to that and I have actually done that and it 
was proven at Court because I arrested the person for another offence. You can 
refuse to “blow in the bag” when in your driveway, but you will be arrested for 
DUI. 
 
I was once looking after a Union Picket line and during the morning the picketers 
were OK and as I believe in the right to stand up for yourself, I was very courteous 
to them. However, after lunch a few of them had been drinking and I warned 
the Organisers about this and they started to get a bit rude with me. I let it go, and 
a little later there was an accident near the picket where a small child received 
some minor injuries. The driver was one of the picketers. Both cars were written 
off and he was arrested. He was returned to the Police station for the purpose of 
undergoing a blood alcohol breath test. He had to wait a little while and asked to 
use the toilet, which was allowed. The Custody Sergeant heard splashing water 
coming from the prisoner toilet and when he went in, he saw this bloke drinking 
water out of the toilet bowl. The poor old Custody Sergeant nearly vomited and 
when the fellow was questioned as to why he was drinking the water, he replied 
that he had heard that drinking a lot of water before the test would lower it considerably 
and he didn’t want to ask the cops for water in case they wouldn’t give it to 
him. All he ended up with was one lost job, one written off car (and having to 
pay for another), loss of licence for 18months…and more than likely a dose of 
hepatitis…it’s good being a cop sometimes. 
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What is expected of us? 

 
I live by the rule in life that I like to treat people as I would like to be treated. 
Therefore, I try to drive and be courteous to others and not get in their way. 
Sometimes it is unavoidable and when that happens I send a wave or a smile to 
that other person and this usually calms the situation. If I send a waving fist at the 
other person, then this would have a different outcome. I have faltered in my outlook 
on life on the odd occasion as sometimes I have suffered from a little road 
rage, but I try to hold it in and think to myself that all will be good and you know 
something, - I cannot for the life of me, right at this moment, think of any of the 
cars that cut my daughter off today while I was giving her a driving lesson. I 
know they did it, but I cannot think of the car itself. They are home in bed now 
not knowing what they did, but that is OK. I can live with that…can you? 
Travel safe and stay alive. Other people love you! 
 

ooOOoo 

 

The Advocate 
 
There has been a certain amount of criticism from a few members because the 
ACC hasn’t been seen to be taking its advocacy role seriously enough. I wonder if 
those same critics have thought this through and wondered at what influence an 
organisation with less that a thousand members has when we are talking about 
tens of thousands of caravanners in Australia? 
 
Can you imagine a TV interview with me acting as spokesman for the club facing 
up to an incisive current affairs reporter and getting asked the question, “How 
many caravanners do you represent Mr Mussell?” Me, “Nearly nine-hundred 
including camper-trailer owners.” And how many caravanners are there in this 
country?” “Oh – about 35,000 as far as I know.” “I see – thanks for your time!” 
 
The fact that we are too small to have much impact yet hasn’t deterred us from 
speaking up when we see something important enough to warrant some action. 

 

Wheels falling off! 

 
Anecdotal evidence leads us to believe that there is a dangerous problem with 
wheels coming off new caravans – either through wheel studs shearing or wheel 
nuts coming loose. 
 
This of course is a very serious problem that could lead to accidents involving 
injuries or loss of life but before making a noise about this we need to get the 
facts – something more than hearsay and to try to get the facts I emailed every 
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caravan insurance company I could find to ask if they had processed claims involving 
wheels coming off. 
Here’s a copy of what I asked: 

 

Re: Claims involving caravan wheel studs breaking 

 

The Australian Caravan Club is a national organisation representing caravanners 

and camper-trailer owners from every State of Australia. 

 

It has come to our attention that there have been instances of caravan wheel studs 

shearing and wheels subsequently coming off early in the life of some new caravans. 

 

As this is a very serious defect that could lead to major accidents and the risk of 

injuries and loss of life we are anxious to assess the extent of the problem so that 

we can bring it to the notice of everyone concerned including the relevant Government 

departments. 

 

Has your company had any claims for damage to caravans involving broken 

wheel studs or wheels coming loose for any other reason? Obviously privacy concerns 

would prevent disclosure of individual details but it would help us if you 

could tell us of any claims you have dealt with involving caravan wheels coming off. 

 

Should you wish to contact me about this my mobile phone number is: 0414893320 

 
AAMI and one other company said ‘business confidentiality’ prevented them 
from replying! APIA says they haven’t had any claims but will let us know if they 
do. 
 
However other companies are taking it seriously and the NRMA Technical Research 
people have said they will be conducting tests on wheels studs and we will 
be informed of the results. 
 
I’d love some hard evidence of recent occurrences – contact me if you have any 
facts I can use. Once I have conclusive evidence we intend contacting Government 
Departments, Motoring Organisations, the media and anyone else who could 
or should be interested. Obviously we will also be asking the RVMAA what their 
members are doing about the problem. 
 
At least the caravan insurers now know the Australian Caravan Club exists and 
that we are vitally concerned about caravan safety. 
Lionel 

ooOOoo 
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A GREEN TRIP TO THE KIMBERLY 
By Jan Holland W00002 

We love the Kimberley area, but had never been there in the wet season, so this 
year we decided to drive up and see it in the green season. It’s a 6,500 km return 
trip from Perth, and we expected it to be hot, but as it turned out, we didn’t realise 
just how hot it would be. 
 
We decided to take the inland route on the way up, as this was the most likely 
area to flood should a cyclone come through while we were away. We then 
planned to return home along the coast, so we could see the coastal rivers in 
flood. 
 
We set off from Perth on the1st February, with the expected forecast in the low 

30’s, and as we headed north, so did the temp- 
erature. Traffic was scarce, and the only 
wildlife we saw were goats, a few goannas, 
and plenty of road-kill wedge-tail eagles. By 
the time we got to our first camp at Lake Nallan,  
23 km north of Cue, the thermometer was 
sitting firmly on 45° C, and had been for several 
hours. The bitumen highway was melted, 
the caravan and everything in it was stinking 
hot, and the interior of the fridge was sitting 

on about 24°. We couldn’t even enjoy a cold drink. Not happy Jan! Surprisingly 
 though, our meat in the freezer was still frozen rock solid. 

 

‘Coolgardie’ beds! 

 
Lake Nallan is a lovely camp-site, and has water in it more often than not. We 
were in luck, and the shrinking waterhole had attracted a huge variety of birds. It 
is normally a popular spot, but we were the only campers there at that time of the 
year. We settled in, and after a fabulous sunset, the crickets and cicadas set up 
their deafening chorus. After a quick dinner we tried to have a shower, but the 
water in our tanks was too hot. We ended up filling bowls with water, and allowing 
them to cool off a bit before we could use them to have a sponge shower. We 
then climbed into our hot beds. Our pillows and mattresses had been absorbing 
the heat all day, and were hot to touch. At 11 pm the temperature was still 40°, 
and our little electric fans were just about useless. After much tossing and turning, 
we hit upon the idea of creating our “Coolgardie Safe” type bedding, and draped 
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wet sarongs over us. That worked a treat, and we cooled down enough to drop off 
to sleep. 
 
The temperature dropped a few degrees overnight, but it was still very hot when 
we got up at first light. We took our cuppas and chairs down to the shade near the 
lake, and watched the kangaroos, emus and other birdlife. We saw swans, pelicans, 
hawks, herons, ibis, spoonbills, mud larks, willie-wagtails, pigeons, crows, 
assorted ducks, parrots, weeros, emus, thousands of zebra finches, and clouds of 
budgies. The predator birds were having a feast with so many smaller birds to 
choose from. 
 
The temperature had begun to spiral upwards again, so we quickly got back onto 
the road, in our beautifully cool air-conditioned car, and continued north. The 
temperature this day reached 47°, and was accompanied by dust storms, willywillies, 
and the scourge of all travellers – strong head winds. It was so hot that I 
couldn’t rest my arm against the window as it burnt. We stopped for lunch at Gingiana 
Pool near Newman, and the temperature in the shade alongside the waterhole 
was 45°. The hot gusty wind didn’t help any either. The air-conditioned car 
was beckoning, so after a hasty lunch we continued north. As we got closer to 
Port Hedland in the late afternoon, we could see the moisture rolling in with the 
sea breeze, and the temperature plummeted 15° in an hour. Port Hedland was very 
humid, but a cool breeze and a temperature in the low thirties were very welcome. 

 

Wonderful colours 

 
On day three we arrived in Broome. I’ve never really loved Broome, but we did 
this time. The area had received some rain, and the colours of the vegetation and 
pindan earth were vibrant and wonderful. It had a completely different feel to it. 
The temperature was quite bearable, and with so few tourists in town, we were 
able to take our pick of the caravan park sites. We stayed at the Cable Beach 
Caravan Park, which has a wonderful new pool installed, and we felt as though 
we were at some exotic resort as we floated around the pool. We had a lovely few 
days relaxing and doing very little. We won’t rush back to visit Broome during 
the tourist season, but will definitely return in the off-season. 
 
Our next camp was at Mary Pool, which is about halfway between Fitzroy Crossing 
and Halls Creek. Mary Pool is always nice, but as it is inland, it was hot and 
dry, so we only stayed the night, before continuing on to Kununurra. As we got 
closer to Kununurra, the countryside began getting greener and fresher, and 
looked completely different to how we normally see it during the dry season. 
Kununurra is one of our favourite places, and we always find the locals to be 
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friendly and welcoming. It was much drier than we had hoped, as the expected 
rains hadn’t arrived, but it was still lovely. It was hot, but not unbearable, and the 
waterholes in the area were fresh and pleasant from some earlier rains. We stayed 
at the Kona caravan park, and spent the heat of the day wallowing in the shady 
swimming pool. On Valentine’s Day we all received a bottle of Van Vino Leaf 
Springs Chardonnay, which was such a nice touch. (Quite a nice drop of wine 
too). I always knew the Kona was my favourite caravan park! 
 
Most of the touristy places close off season, but we still found plenty to do. Apart 
from swimming in the waterholes (Molly Springs, Middle Springs, Black Rock 
Pool, Valentine Springs and The Grotto), we also visited the Hoochery and sampled 
the rum products. We explored the tracks along the Ord River between 
Wyndham and Kununurra, and looked at the old convict built Halls Creek Road, 
and the Marlgu Billabong. 
 
We took our dinghy (which is highly recommended), and tried to catch the elusive 
Red-claw in Lake Kununurra. We didn’t have much luck, but the locals weren’t 
catching any either, so that made us 
feel a bit better. We also did the 
Triple-J boat tour up Lake 
Kununurra to the Lake Argyle dam 
wall, which is always enjoyable. 
Although there had been very little 
rain, we managed to see a few small 
waterfalls and plenty of wildlife. 
On our last night in town we 
had a very brief but exciting thun- 
der storm. A few enormous drops of 
rain fell to give that lovely damp 
earth smell, and then it was over. It 
was just enough to give us a taste of what we had missed out on because our timing 
was wrong. 
 
We headed home again with temperatures in the high 40’s, so we abandoned our 
plan to follow the coast, and took the shortest possible route back down through 
the centre again. We arrived back in Perth 3 days later, with temperatures hovering 
in the very welcome low thirties. 
 
Would we do it again? Absolutely. We loved it, and are planning on going back 
again next year. But this time we think we’ll go a bit later in the year. Probably in 
late March. 
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Happy Birthday to us - 
 

Well, we are now one year old. 
In order to build a successful national 
club we realised that we must appeal to 
all tastes in the caravanning community. 
 
To this end in just one year we have - 

• Published a colour magazine 

• Introduced benefits for members 

• Introduced an insurance scheme 

• Conducted social events 

• Made initial representations to government and peak bodies. 
 
In just one year we have grown to a club of nearly 1,000 people and accomplished 
more than most existing clubs, which have been running for years and yet there is 
so much more to achieve. 
 
It is only common sense that small groups are not heard. They do not represent 
anyone except their own small group and do not have the resources to put their 
position forward, However, due to our growth, the technical expertise now available 
to us and the sound financial position the club is now in we are nearly ready 
to progress further. 
 
We are now coming of age and WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 

Committees. 

 
Our success means that for us to continue to grow and achieve the successes we 
desire our board needs support and help. A few directors can only do so much. 
We are now asking all of you to help us and to be an active part of something 
great. We are looking to establish committees to help with - 
 
The Nomad 
Marketing 
Membership growth 
Advocacy. 
 
If you can spare any time please contact us. 
 
Without your help we will not be able to expand. 
 

ooOOoo 

Current Membership 
Australian Capital Territory    16 
New South Wales  120 
Northern Territory       2 
Queensland  176 
South Australia    15 
Tasmania     10 
Victoria      84 
Western Australia     19 
Overseas       1 

Total Club Memberships  443 
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Another Benefit 
 
Members of The Australian Caravan Club will soon be able to obtain greater 
benefits from their membership. 
 
In a bold new move Oz Parks have advised us that in future our members will be 
able to obtain a 10% discount when staying at any Oz Parks member parks. 
Normal park conditions will apply and the offer is subject to a maximum discount 
of $25 per week. 
 
Oz Parks advise they envisage the new scheme starting October /November 2007. 
As soon as we are advised of the exact commencement date we will be emailing 
members with the details. 
 

ooOOoo 
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From The Branches 
 

Happy Holiday Coasters 

 
How does that old saying go? You know the one about new friends? “Friends 
are strangers you have not met yet.” I think that’s how it goes. Does it sound 
familiar to new and old caravanners and ACCers. Well, here we were on our way 
to meet new friends, like minded members of the ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
at their July muster held at (even the name of the caravan park told of “happy” 
people) Brigadoon Holiday Park. For us, that is, The Roths 2 (N00054), as well 
as our friends the GArvins, (G&B) (N00009), we set off in our individual ‘vans 
and enjoyed the 2 ½ hour drive from Ports Stephens to the Brigadoon to set up 
and join the Happy Holiday Coasters. 
 
Other Happy Coasters began arriving after us, and as each van set up, there were 
greetings of old and not so old friends up and down the “street”. The canine coasters; 
Sooty, Harvey, Jordie, and Tillie received the initial greetings and introductions 
to their “family” closely followed. Meet and greet was held in earnest over 
happy hour in the camp kitchen. (only thing missing 
was the open fire – it was a bit on the cool side 
that afternoon). Although Roth 1 and I are still 
relatively “newbies” at caravanning, having only 
had the opportunity for a few trips in our Escargot 
Chalet this was our first organised “group” meeting 
of like minded persons – and the beginning, I am 
sure, of a long association with Happy Coasters 
After a scrumptious morning tea on Saturday 
morning the allocated time for the 
“serious” (well if laughter and so forth during the 
meeting can be classed as serious) side of the weekend took place. All new members and attendees 
were officially welcomed, and discussion followed regarding destinations for 2008 musters. 
 
Then it was off for some sight seeing around Laurieton, and Dunbogan with 
a picnic lunch to be had at North Brother Lookout. 
The windy road to the lookout was fine except for meeting a tourist bus. You 
guessed it, this meeting took place on a blind bend, the bus coming down from the 
lookout. It is quite disconcerting to look around from going “oh look at that beautiful 
vista” to see only the front grill of a tourist bus filling the windscreen. Nevertheless, 
our fearless driver (thanks Roth 1) kept his cool, said some rather 
blurred words under his breath, and found enough road for the bus and us to pass. 
Once at the lookout the view is one not to be missed by anyone in the area. The 
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view over the towns, the heads and north over three lakes, must be one of the 
most beautiful on the mid north coast. But wait there is more. Walk 50 meters to 
the south side of the lookout and the vista over the mountain range, looking to 
Middle and South Brother Mountains is just as breathtaking. (Breathtaking on the 
day was also quite literal because the wind blowing up from the valley was cold, 
cold, cold!) . 
 
We set up our picnic table and it was not long before other coasters arrived and 
joined us for lunchtime fare and liquid refreshments, which of course varied in 
content and type of drinking vessel. 
 
Coasters Anne and Alan lived nearby and very generously invited interested 
members to visit their garden and orchid greenhouses. Being gardening and especially 
orchid lovers, we gladly accepted the invitation and thoroughly enjoyed 
strolling through a beautiful garden. Many questions regarding orchids were fired 
off at Alan, and he patiently explained growing principles to us non green thumbs. 
Back at Brigadoon we were like kids discovering uncharted territory when we 
found the Pirate Golf Course. Challenges were made and accepted. This was to 
be an individual contest. Hardly fair I thought 
as I had never played golf, pirate golf or put 
put before. But what the heck, we were not 
playing for sheep stations were we?? The 
course was deadly, with twists and turns, tunnels 
and bridges to be crossed as well as the 
many obstacles by way of fallen leaves twigs 
etc. The starters were us and the G&B’s. They 
had the advantage – G plays golf every Saturday 
and B has been known to be a “champeen” 
putter. Whilst I did not win, I actually acquired the highest number of strokes and 
I think that should count for something. The final scores for the others were 
within 4 points. We were joined at the camp kitchen, (or was it the 19th hole?) for 
happy hour and much discussion centred on how many fictitious sheep stations 
actually changed hands. 
 
It was not long before the smell of cooking on the barbie had us all lining up for 
dinner, followed by friendly banter and talk of past and future trips, lasting well 
into the evening, or almost early hours for some ladies. Breakfast on Sunday was 
a rather sedate start of the day for some! Unfortunately, after breakfast it was 
pack up and head home for the seven vans in this muster. I can honestly say, for 
us and the G&B’s, we are looking forward to the next muster. (I might be able to 
improve my golf score by then). 
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I would like to say the owners of Brigadoon, Noel and Vicky, were excellent 
hosts and Brigadoon is certainly a park to be re-visited – especially the Pirate 
Golf. Whenever you see Escargot Chalet on the road, give us a wave. That will 
be us, The Roths2 off on another trip to meet new friends. 
 
Cheerio 
Nevis Rothery (Roth2) 
Jeep Cherokee and Millard “Escargot Chalet” 

 

Sunshine Nomads 

 
Christmas at the Bastille in July 
These were the basic themes of the first Muster of the Sunshine Nomads. Ten 
vans arrived for the Thursday to Sunday gathering. 
 
Our chosen venue for our first Branch outing was The Borumba Deer Park, near 
Imbil, where we were able to park our vans close together, in an arrangement that 
encouraged informal gatherings, inspection of caravan innovations and swapping 
of recipes. 
 
The days were fine and the nights were very cold, but this made gathering around 
the open fires in the large recreation room a very popular activity 
We enjoyed a beautiful lunch at the Imbil pub on Friday and then a casserole 
night in the evening , shared around the fires in the recreation room with each van 
providing a dish. The park owners were very welcoming and joined us for dinner. 
At morning tea on Saturday, Jim Henman and John Bruni gave members valuable 
information, demonstrations and practice in the latest methods of CPR 
We had our first Branch meeting and discussion in the afternoon and the evening 
was spent, again around the fire, celebrating both Bastille Day and Christmas in 
July. 
 
We are all looking to our next muster in November. 

 

Branch secretaries please note that the deadline for contributions from Branches 
is the 2nd Monday of the month prior to publication. Please email your contributions 

in Word (maximum 300 words) with any photos in jpeg format. 
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Recipes for the Road 
 

Camp Oven Potato bake. 
 
You need- 

5-6 medium potatoes 
2-3 large onions 
1/4 cup butter or margarine 
250 grams Bacon rashers, preferable thickly sliced 
2 cups of grated cheddar cheese 

 
Process. 
 
Wash & peel potatoes 
Thickly slice potatoes and leave in cold water until ready to cook. 
Slice onions. 
Fry bacon in frying pan or camp oven. If you use the camp oven be sure to drain it 
when bacon is cooked. If you did not use the camp oven to cook the bacon grease 
the bottom of it. 
Drain potato slices and place a layer in camp oven and follow this with a layer of 
bacon, then onion and finally cheese. Repeat until the ingredients are used up. 
Then top with the butter or margarine. 
Bake for 1-1.5 hours at 160 Deg. 

 
ooOOoo 
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Van-Lectrics 
 

Turn on the Sun 
 
The Recreational Vehicle (RV) industry has been supplying solar panels to create 
generated power for many years. By using the latest high efficiency solar panel 
technology, owners of motor-homes and caravans can turn on the sun to create a 
clean, silent source of energy. 
 
Solar electricity is a sustainable source of energy and the RV industry understands 
that not only is the environment protected from greenhouse gas emissions but that 
other people enjoying the peace and quiet of the countryside are not disturbed by 
noise. 
 
Caravan owners very quickly realise that this energy is not something that can be 
used indiscriminately without considering the size of the power plant (e.g. batteries). 
In contrast, many residential householders do not understand how much power 
they consume on a daily basis and politicians are trying to educate the public 
about conserving power. Just as there is a consequence in the caravan and motorhome 
if too much power is used, the community must also be taught that there is a 
consequence to the environment for turning on power switches. Burning of fossil 
fuels, emitting greenhouse gasses into the environment and using enormous 
amounts of water to feed power plants, is not sustainable for the future. 
 
Solar panels in addition to being a renewable source of energy also provide many 
motor-home and caravan owners with a sound financial investment. While the 
initial cost is high, BP solar panels have a warranty period of 25 years and will 
work effectively for a lot longer than this. In fact, the solar panels will probably 
out last the life of caravan or motor-home. 
 
A solar electricity installation on an RV can significantly add to the value of a 
vehicle at the time of resale. A sustainable solar system and battery combination 
that has been fitted by an expert will be a very attractive asset for prospective 

buyers. Most RV users want to take advantage of alternate camping sites without 
the necessity of connecting into the main electricity grid at a powered 
site. A well designed solar system will enable the owner to be self sustaining 
forever. 
 
Motor-home and caravan owners can be satisfied that their solar power system is 
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not only providing electricity to run lights and appliances but capable of generating 
a sustainable source of energy that is not harmful to the environment. So turning 
on the sun and investing in solar provides guaranteed performance and peace 
of mind. 
 
BRIAN SPRINGER 
 

ooOOoo 

 

Lucky Member Number 
 
Congratulations to member T00008, Tony & Maree, who found their number in 
the last edition. 
 
A new member’s number is included somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours 
you have until November 30, 2007 to contact the secretary and claim your prize. 
The prize is a Bunnings $20 gift voucher. Good hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 
 

 

Club Shop 

 

Club Shirts 
Sizes S to 2XL in stock 

Other sizes made to order same price. 

 
Code 
Shirt - 
-size 

Only $30.00 
plus $5 

Delivery 

 

Australia Calling 
Written by our own 

Lionel Mussell 

 
Code 
Book 
Aucal 

Only $19.00 
plus $4 

Delivery 

LIMIT 

OF 1 PER MEMBER 

Camps Australia Wide 
Spiral Bound (R.R.P. $54.95+pp) 

ONLY A FEW LEFT 

Code 
Book 
Camps 

$44.00 
plus $10 

Delivery 

Credit Cards Accepted                               Order form on back of mailing label 
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Travelling with Man’s Best Friend 
By Jenny Chatwin T00004 
 
In 2001 my husband Peter our beautiful 65kg German Shepherd “Hutch” and 
your’s truly left our home in Burnie Tasmania for a long awaited 3 month holiday 
on the Mainland in our 80 series Toyota Landcruiser and our 20ft 1982 Statesman 
Caravan. 
 
We had had our van on sight on the East Coast of Tassy for 4 years and decided to 
bring it home, go right through it with a fine tooth comb, which my very fastidious 
husband did, his opinion being, if you do the maintenance properly the first 
time then you should have no problems. 
 
Nothing was left unchecked, serviced or replaced where necessary on either the 
Van or Landcruiser. 
 
This being our first van trip to the mainland we were taking no risks, and as it 
turned out it was all worth it, 18,000 klms by the time we returned home without 
even a puncher, all we had to do was fuel up and two services on the Landcruiser, 
which was done in Cains and Alice Springs. 
 
Peter has always been one for services and maintenance when they were due and 
it has well and truly paid off over the years. 
 
I was prompted to write of our experience after reading in many magazines questions 
from people wanting to travel with their beloved dogs. 
 
I can honestly say that we had no problems what so ever travelling with our beautiful 
boy, yes! granted most of the time you 
have to take second best when it comes to 
Caravan Parks, but to leave our beautiful boy 
home was not an option as we would have 
missed him so much we would not have enjoyed 
ourselves and he was that spoilt that he 
would have fretted to death if left behind. 
 
In saying that we had to take second best most 
of the time, we also stayed in some top class 
parks that welcome and cater for dogs. 
 
We used the book Travelling with Dogs, (available at all good book stores, and is 
updated regularly,) all the time in conjunction with tourists guide magazines 
available in every state, these also provide excellent information on dog friendly 
accommodation and Caravan Parks. 
 
We also visited the information centres in each town, these proved invaluable 
with all types of information on their local areas and nine times out of ten staffed 
by volunteers. 
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I did my home work every night as to our options for our next days stop and always, 
Always every morning rang and booked ahead so as we were not hunting around 
for somewhere to stay when we got to our next stop. 
 
I must admit that our beautiful “Hutch” was very well behaved, well trained, he 
knew what you expected of him before you knew yourself, he made friends instantly 
with humans, and treated unruly dogs like idiots, when we had set up our 
van he would lie in the door way with his front paws and head hanging out and 
just watch all the going’s on around. 
 
We had so many ex-owners of German Shepherds who had tears in their eyes 
while talking to him. 
 
Bearing in mind that there are a lot of National Parks and reserves where dogs are 
not welcome, this is really not a problem once again do your home work, talk to 
locals, Caravan Park owners are an excellent wealth of information when it comes 
to this sort of thing, also other travellers who have already used carers, this is 
have we got the best of care for “Hutch” and at Cains when we took a cruise to 
the Barrier Reef the park owners where we were staying looked after “Hutch”, 
they loved him even though he was a big sook and wouldn’t eat for them. 
 
When leaving your dog in the car/vehicle secure him with lead to a centre position, 
Wind down the windows as far as possible, remembering security, always use 
shade covers on windows even if tinted, park in shade of trees, buildings anything 
that gives good shade, under cover car parks are excellent, in Brisbane a policeman 
pointed us in the right direction with this one, obviously a fellow dog lover. 
 
Always leave a big bowl of water, lockup walk away, if Fido barks keep walking, 
nine out of ten times its only for attention and stops when you disappear, if you go 
back and chastise him it will happen every time, they are like children. 
 
Our 80 series had fixed windows in the back when we bought it, so we had them 
replaced with sliding/tinted ones, told you he was spoilt. 
 
When booking in be very honest about your dog, most people think that a small 
dog would be more excepted than a big (65kilo) dog, but most of the time small 
dogs are a lot more trouble than a big dog, they yap all the time (with exceptions 
of cause) they will take on human or animal 6 times their size. 
 
One park owner told us that a fellow had rang and booked in with one dog and 
turned up with six and let them run amuck. 
 
We were only turned down once and that was by a park who’s insurance stated 
that they could not have anything bigger than a poodle, I must admit I had a bit of 
a laugh about this, some poodles are very big. But they were very apologetic. 
 
I can’t state hard enough, do your home work before hand, ring and book ahead 
before your next stop and you should have no problems, all town have designated 
dog walk areas either on beaches or in parks both for on and off leads. 
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Some parks charge an upfront bond for dogs and if there have been no problems, 
which there shouldn’t be if you follow the rules, the bond is refunded in full on 
your departure. 
 
The park we stayed at in Cairns forgot to give us ours on departure, rang our mobile 
all apologetic and posted it on to my sisters in Geelong for us to collect on 
return. 
 
Hutch got very distressed on the ship crossing Bass Strait as he had not been away 
from us before that alone down in a ship in a wire cage, but soon returned to his 
old self one we were re-united. 
 
We travelled right up the East Coast to Cape Tribulation taking in sight seeing 
detours on the way including a cruise to the Barrier Reef, day trip to Fraser Island, 
cruised the Whitsunday Islands, climbed the Bungie jumping tower, not game 
enough to jump, among other sight seeing adventures. 
Across the Atherton Table Lands to the Gulf of Carpentaria, down to Cloncurry, 
visiting the Undara Lava Tubes, Hot Springs ect on the way. 
The Queensland highways have to be the worst in the country with their one strip 
of bitumen. 
 
Across to the Three Ways, then up to Darwin visiting the National Parks, Wildlife 
Parks, World War 11 fuel tunnels, Fanny Bay Jail, we didn’t cruise the Katherine 
Gouge as we were told the water was too low, the World War 11 cemetery at 
Adelaide River is well worth a visit. 
 
From here we though we would do the West Coast but decided that the West was 
big enough to do on its own at a later date 
so we headed down through the magnificent 
centre, visiting the truly mind boggling 
Devils Marbles, a sight to behold 
especially at sunrise, out to Uluru which 
we climbed also V00013 walked the 9 klm 
around the Olgas, not bad for a couple of 
“old dudes”. 
 
Uluru was just the most awesome experience 
we have ever had, engraved on our 
memory forever. 
 
We continued on to Alice Springs, also visiting Coober Pedy and Woomera on the 
way, then onto Adelaide, bucketed down with rain here, so we high tailed it out of 
there the next day across to the Murray River, following the river down through 
Mildura, Swan Hill and Echuca, we were ahead of time so we stayed 7 day in 
Mildura, not planned but getting into Mildura on the Friday of the paddle wheeler 
weekend, this just topped our trip off nice. 
 
From here down to Geelong for a few day with my sister and family before returning 
to Tassy. 
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So you see our beautiful German Shepherd had a trip that a lot of human’s dream 
of, we free camped as much as possible as both Peter, myself and Hutch enjoyed 
these most of all. 
 
We always pulled over where there were others, or pulled over early enough so as 
others pulled in along side us, we enjoy a camp fire and where possible had one, 
no sooner we had our fire going they would start coming a chair in one hand and a 
stubby or such in the other, these were some of our best times and we meet some 
great fellow travellers. 
 
And our big beautiful German Shepherd was as good as a shot gun for security. 
Unfortunately in 2004 we had to have our beautiful boy put to sleep due to cancer, 
but we have hours of video film, stacks of photos of our magnificent trip made all 
the more enjoyable for having our beautiful Hutch along. 
 
So take your dogs along, you may be restricted in some ways, but having your 
precious family member along far out weighs all restrictions. 
 
Hope your trip is as awesome as ours was, we can’t wait till our next one. 
 

ooOOoo 

 

Hi from Lake Somerset 
 
Winter was supposed to be about things slowing down, hibernating, resting up 
ready for activity…unless, of course, you’d just taken over the management of a 
45 hectare holiday park. My very simple life travelling around Australia was put 
on hold in June, with an offer from Australian Tourist Park Management to head 
back to Queensland. I literally blew into Lake Somerset Holiday Park in late June 
with a gale-force south-westerly and wondered if I’d reached the end of the 
earth…update, it’s heavenly! So much has happened in the nine weeks since I 
arrived…I’ve seen the lowest dam levels in its history, 5.5 inches of rain in the 
traditionally dry season and, as I write this, the lake’s increased almost 2 metres 
(and rising). We’re revamping the arrival area, spring cleaning our website and 
have just recently put in place a 10% discount* for Australian Caravan Club 
members (*bookings required, conditions apply). 
 
I look forward to welcoming ACC members to (a much greener) Lake Somerset. 
 
If you would like to receive our regular newsletter, please email me at 
 
info@lakesomerset.com.au, and keep checking our website for updates 
www.lakesomerset.com.au. 
 
Kree Turner 

Park Manager 

Esk-Kilcoy Road, Kilcoy Qld 4515 (Ph 07-5497 1093) 
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Coming Events 
 

September, 2007 

14th -16th - Club Annual Muster & Annual General Meeting. 
Bryon Bay,. Book through the company secretary. 

 

October, 2007 

19th to 22nd—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
SDA Conference Centre, Stuarts Point 

 

November, 2007 

15th—19th—ACC Sunshine Nomads 
Rainbow Waters Holiday Park, Rainbow Beach. 
17th to 18th—South Australian Muster, Barry Gardner S00004 
Nuriootpa Top Tourist Park, Barossa Valley. (contact details—see Below) 
23rd to 26th - ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
South West Rocks Tourist Park, South West Rocks. 

 

February, 2008 

15th to 18th—ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Glen Innes—Location to be advised. 

 

March, 2008 

14th to 17th - ACC Happy Holiday coasters 
Gloucester—location to be advised 

 

Please contact the Branch secretary for bookings to Branch events. 

Details of Branch contacts are available in The Nomad (page 40) 
Barry can be contacted via email @ socialsa@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
Writing to Socialsa PO Box 473 Golden Beach or Ph 08 8386 0659 
 

ooOOoo 
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Member Benefits 
 
The following businesses have graciously agreed to provide our members discounts. We 
encourage all members to seriously consider using the services 
of those businesses who support our club. However, it is up to the individual member to 
ascertain the suitability of the service or product. Our members entries are highlighted. 

Caravan Parks 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Many Parks are also members of chains providing members with discounts. The discounts offered here are 
NOT cumulative with any other discounts. 

 

Park Name Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 
Arthur River Cabin 
Park 

ARTHUR RIVER TAS 
Arthur River Road 
03 6457 12122 

5% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in 
Bookings essential 

 
Silverland Caravan 
Park 

BROKEN HILL NSW 
100 Jabez Street 
Ph 08 8087 8707 

10% Discount on sites Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

Kookaburra Holiday 
Park 

CARDWELL QLD 
175 Bruce HWay 
Ph 07 4066 8648 

5% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in. 
Maximum discount per stay is - 
$10 per site or $20 per cabin. 

Esk Caravan & Tourist 
Park 

ESK QLD 
Hassel Street 
Ph 5424 1466 

10% Discount 
 

Show M/ship card when booking in. 

Gunbower Caravan 
Park 

GUNBOWER VIC 
74-80 Main Rd 
Ph 03 5487 1412 

10% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in. 
Pets are welcome but must be on a 
lead and cleaned up after. 

Kambalda Caravan 
Park 

KAMBALDA WA 
1 Gordon Adams Rd 
Ph 08 9027 1582 

10% Discount off 
published 
prices. 

Show M/ship card when booking in. 
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Park Name Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 
Lake Somerset Holiday 
Park 

KILCOY, QLD 
Esk-Kilcoy Road 
Ph 07 5497 1093 

10% Discount Show M/ship card 
Max Discount $20 per stay 

River Road Caravan 

Park 

(Member V00006 

MILDURA VIC 

199 Ranfurly Way 

Ph 03 5025 2772 

10% discount 

 

Refer Advertisement 

Show M/ship card when booking in. 

 

Peak Hill Caravan 

Park 

(Member N00072) 

 

PEAK HILL NSW 

2 Ween St 

Ph 02 6869 1422 

10% on first night. Other 

nights already discounted 

Refer Advertisement 

Show M/ship card when booking in. 

 

Tambo Mill Motel and 
Van Park 

TAMBO QLD 
34 - 40 Arthur Street 
Ph 07 4621 7000 
 

10% discount on powered 
sites. 
5% discount on motel 
rooms. 

Discount only available when booking 
direct with park. 
Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

Lake Leslie Tourist 
Park 

WARWICK QLD 
113 Sadleham Road 
Lake Leslie, Via Warwick 
Ph 07 4661 9116 

10% discount Show M/ship card 
Max Discount $20 per stay 

Caravan Repairs & Accessories 
Business  

 

Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 

SunCoast Caravan 

Service 

(Member No Q00144 ) 

 

MAROOCHYDORE 

QLD 

17 Fishermans Rd 

Ph 07 5443 1036 

10% Disc. on shop items.  

 
Provide membership card prior to 

transaction.  
Offer cannot be combined with any 
other promotional offer. 

Best s Caravan Service  
 

PIALBA QLD 
23 Nissen St 
07 4124 7166 

Discounts to ACC 
members vary upon items. 
Pls enquire 

Provide membership card prior to 
transaction 
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Wherever the road may take you 

 

B.E.S.T. solution for BAD water! 
The B.E.S.T. Alternative Inline (pictured) is available in 1- micron 
(town / pressure systems) for 
 
 
 

 
Includes delivery 

 

(Note: Our 1 micron Units can be supplied with either ¾ BSP Threads & 
click fit hose connections OR ½ BSP Female threads & mounting clips.) 
Also available is a 5-micron model (for hand pump systems), which is 
$84.00 delivered. (Supplied with ½ BSP Female threads & mounting 
clips.) 

Self-Sanitising 
Aust. Made filter designed for travellers that kills bacteria -not 
just trap it like modified house models! 

Compact 
56 x 285mm - Easily stored with hose. Mount in any direction. 

Reversible 
The only filter that allows you to reverse it - giving you the 
maximum life. 

Long Life 
Rated to treat 5000L- Sealed unit for strength and to prevent 
leaks. Safe to use after periods of non-use. Simply flush and 
continue use. 

 
 

WHAT S IN IT??  Our 1-micron Inlines contain: 

• Silver Coated Crystals to kill. harmful bacteria; 
• 1 Micron Membrane to stop dirt, parasites, etc 

• ; High Quality Carbon for chemical removal, etc. 
  

 
 

NOW AVAILABLE - The B.E.S.T. Technology is now available in 

cartridge form to suit most existing filters. 
Important Note: Prices quoted are current at time of publication. Prices and model spec. s 
are subject to change without notice. Please phone us for current pricing. 

 

 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS 
P.O. Box 2326, Southport BC Qld 4215 

PH: 1800 240 822 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Fax: 1800 243 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 

 
 B.E.S.T. is Bacteria Eliminating Silver Treatment 
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Water on the road—Part 2 
 
As you travel from town to town, you will notice the taste and smells of water can 
vary considerably. One cause of this is the different levels of chlorine. The water 
authorities work to a guideline, however if the need arises, they are allowed to 
increase the level. This happened earlier this year at South Dubbo when a sheet of 
roofing iron was left off at the reservoir and over 100 pigeons nested inside, hence 
their droppings went straight into the reservoir. 
 
Residences were issued with a boil water alert and the council then super chlorinated 
the water mains. We are told chlorine itself is not harmful to us. This may be 
right, as the sanitisers used to clean babies bottles have a higher level of chlorine 
than allowed by our water guidelines. 
 
So let’s run through three problems- two that affect you at home and while travelling 
and one when we are on the road. 
 

TRIHALOMETHANES (or THM’s) THM is a bi-product that is created when 
chlorine combines with decaying matter such as leaves and branches. We often 
only see this as dirty/stained water. To find out more go to search engine and type 
THM’s. You’ll find it is even listed on the government website. Why? Because 
THM’s have been positively recognised for causing cancer. Furthermore, higher 
levels of chorine will result in higher levels of THM’s and an increase in speed at 
which it forms. This is why water authorities put a lot of effort into suppling 
clean water. 
A GOOD quality carbon filter with long ‘contact time’ will remove THM’s- This 
is one reason it has become popular to filter your water as you fill your tanks. If 
you do this, the slower you fill- the better removal will be. 
 

BIOFILM. Chlorine is added to the water to assist in the control of bacteria. However, 
once it leaves the treatment plant it is effectively out of the council’s control. 
Due to burst mains, back-flow etc, bacteria can easily re-enter the water mains, 
and chlorine levels can be reduced. Bacteria, being smaller than a dirt particle, can 
safely travel down the pipes. They can then settle in a join of two pipes, inside 
taps, water filters, pumps and/or water tanks. Here, they secrete a protective gel, 
known as BIOFILM. Being neither male nor female, they simply continue to multiply. 
This can happen as quickly as around every 20 minutes. 1 becomes 2; 2 
becomes 4; 4 becomes 8; 8 becomes 16, etc. If you do the sums, over four hours 
you can have 1000’s of them. (Drinking water guidelines is less than 1 per 100ml 
– ie. NIL.) At some point the gel can become dislodged and the bacteria are re- 
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lease back into your water supply. Now at levels far greater than the low levels of 
chlorine can destroy. It has been estimated that 75% of all bacterial infections in 
humans are a result of this BIOFILM. 
 

CHLORINE TURNS TO GAS. A swimming pool has a stabiliser added to stop the 
chlorine turning to gas and escaping. Drinking water doesn’t. So when the temperature 
reaches around 27 degrees, chlorine turns to gas and releases from the 
water stored in your tanks. This, of course, is more of a concern for people travelling 
in the hotter climates. One customer reported he had a warm shower straight 
from the tank after travelling along a hot road. As his tanks were low under the 
van, the heat radiated from the road and warmed his water. Perfect for BIOFILM 
and bacterial contamination as the dark, warm environment of our water tanks are 
similar to that of a septic tank. 
 
www.water-alerts.com is a free service we offer to Aussie travellers. Over 40 
towns in Australia this year have been issued with a water alert. This could be a 
problem if you are intending to fill your tanks or stay there. We email you an alert 
as soon as it comes available. 

 

Submitted by B.E.S.T. Water Filters 

 
ooOOoo 

 

Letters to The Editor 
 

Peak Hill Caravan park 

 
Dear Editor 
 
I recently had the pleasure of staying at the Peak Hill Caravan Park and enjoyed 
the company of Leighton and his wife for a few days. It is a top little park and the 
scones alone are worth stopping for. The amenities are top class with the shower 
floors heated and when I was there it was surely needed. 
 
Leighton doesn’t mind a chat and he will quickly fill you in on the local attractions 
and he just loves to welcome fellow Australian Caravan Club members. 
 
Mark it in your travel plans when you are heading along the Newell. 
 
Pat Hennessy N00032 
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Gas Regulators 

 
Dear Editor 
 
I have been following with interest the saga of the two stage regulators 
since my own failed back in early March. My wife and I had only been on the 
road a few days, into a three month caravanning trip, when our regulator failed. 
Our van is a 4m Coromal pop-top that was purchased new from Sunshine Coast 
Coromal several months prior to our trip. As the regulator failed in Townsville, 
where there is no Coromal dealer, our dealer kindly arranged for it, and the flexible 
connecting pipe, to be changed. The first stage of the regulator and the pipe 
contained a quantity of yellowish material the consistency of light grease. I also 
had the gas bottle refilled. It was at this stage, via internet research, that I became 
aware of the wider problem. 
 
It was about a month later, while we were at Wycliffe Well, on the Stuart 
Highway, that I again noticed a small build up of the yellow substance. This I 
managed to clean out. After thinking about it I realized that I had occasionally 
left the tap, on the gas bottle, turned on over night. I tend to agree with the theory 
that the cause is plasticizers condensing in the flexible pipe when gas is left standing 
in it for any length of time. Since then, whenever we have used gas, I have 
been careful to completely drain the system afterwards by leaving a burner on and 
turning the gas bottle tap off. Since I have been doing this there has been no indication 
of a return of the problem. Until the full cause is known this may help other 
caravanners to avoid a regulator failure. 
 
For the record we covered 14,000kms in three months travelling from Ipswich to 
Cooktown, Atherton Tablelands, Townsville, Mt Isa, Three Ways, Alice Springs, 
Kakadu, Darwin and home again via Three Ways, Mt Isa, Winton, Longreach and 
Roma. Our tow car is a low mileage Falcon BA11 auto wagon. As the caravan 
was near new its trip preparation was a 500km service by the dealer. Preparation 
of the car was a full Ford service, mudflaps fitted, cargo barrier fitted and windows 
tinted. I also had the car fully serviced again in Darwin with the inclusion of 
auto drain and flush and injectors cleaned. We made extensive use of UHF CB 
radio, mainly on channel 40, as there was very little on 18. The car ran flawlessly 
throughout and the only maintenance or repair to the van was that I had to adjust a 
wheel bearing at Winton on the way home. The best part of a trip such as we have 
done is the fantastic people you meet on the way. To all those caravanners on the 
highways, that waved to the bright red Falcon Wagon, we thank you. If any member 
is contemplating a trip such as ours, and wishes to discuss any aspect, I can be 
contacted via the members register. 
 
Regards 
 
Murray Brims. 
Member no. Q00078 
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Dear Editor 
 
I sold my home and business in Cairns in 2002 and bought a caravan so I could 
take off for six months. I am still out there doing it. 
Recently I started house sitting and would like to offer my services to members of 
the ACC. All I require is room to park my van and have access to power and a 
toilet. My only real preference is to be close to a bowls club. 
 
I’m a good gardener (won the Cairns Garden competition 3 times), experienced 
with swimming pools and will look after pets as well as forwarding mail. I am 
available from December 1, 2007 and can be contacted on 0427 777 722. 
 
Chic Barber Q 00161 

 

Hello fellow members, 

 
My wife and I a currently travelling around Western Australia and thought you 
may be may be interested in our experiences with some of the WA caravan parks. 
I would like to be able to say they were all pleasant experiences but from our travels 
up the east coast as well, have found a lot of parks and management to be lacking. 
 
We have two 6-year-old cats (de-sexed female sisters) who have harnesses, walk 
on leads and have a cage attached to the van through which they can access the 
inside and out. In some parks the 'girls' are just pets and considered the same as 
dogs but in other parks we have been able to stay there because the 'girls' are not 
dogs. Some large caravan park groups say they will not allow any pets but we 
have tested this and have been able to stay! 
 
Other groups have made up a policy as they go along, such as; maximum stay 
with a pet - 14 days, must be separated from other tourists, pay a bond for each 
pet, pay a fee for each pet, take your pet with you when you go out for the day, 
etc. Our cats are safe and cool in the van and have everything they need, why on 
earth would we take them out for the day and leave them in a hot car!? 

 

AAAT Ratings 

As a result of having the cats quite often meant that parks in prime spots were 
excluded from us and we had to stay in an area well out of town (10km.).This also 
meant having to suffer very poor standards as a lot of those parks are not affiliated 
or AAAT rated. 
 
The idea of rating a caravan park is to have some way for the caravanning tourist 
to assess the quality they should expect. This has not happened and I expect that 
the accreditation tick may go the same way. One park we stayed in briefly was 
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listed in the current RAC Tourist Park Guide as having 14 ensuite sites when they 
only had 2 that didn’t have permanents on them with their solid annexes, etc.! 
 
I have written to AAAT to point out the abuse their star rating is receiving and 
where some parks keep advertising they still have a star rating (usually higher) 
even though they haven't been assessed for years or they have lost a star or a half 
star. It is obvious some unscrupulous operators charge too much for their sites and 
don't bother to put any money back into improvements or upgrading. There are a 
lot of very old parks out there and with a burgeoning caravan ownership, where 
are all the new parks?? 

 

We stay longer in good parks 

 
The effect of a good park with good management is to make us stay longer and 
see more but the reverse happens with a bad park or indifferent management. 
 
We do not think the lesser unrated parks should be charging above a certain 
amount if they have not been assessed by AAAT. The local shire or council 
should have its own controls (as far as health and safety goes) but it has been obvious 
that the councils/shires have better things to do than to check that tourist 
accommodation is safe and clean. If you have a star rating of a particular level 
you should be able to charge so much for that level. If you wish to charge more 
you do more to your property and business to obtain more stars! (not just window 
dressing I might add) 

 

Rating System for ALL Parks 

 
There has to be some kind of rating system that all the parks have to adhere to so 
we know what we are getting!! We have met some terrific people who live in the 
parks and still keep in touch with some of them but parks with a high number of 
permanents should not be in the tourist market and they should be classified as 
such. We have stayed in parks where the permanents have the prime sites and we 
were relegated to bits and pieces in between or nearest a busy road. There seems 
to be a hell of a lot of permanents around because we have come across them in 
every park we have stayed in and they can be quite defensive of their territory. 
 
In summary: parks for tourists, parks for permanents, what's so difficult about 
that? Parks to simply state: 'no dogs' instead of 'no pets' if they want our business. 
Cats, birds, rabbits and lizards can be pets too! Rating system and standards for all 
caravan parks regardless. 
If we have our own accommodation and all we are shown is a patch of dirt for the 
night, where is the value in that? (We may as well all ‘free camp’). 
 
Graham & Margaret Dunn 
Members S00013 
 

ooOOoo 
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Branch Contacts 
 

ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 

President – Don Lewis 
Secretary—Gary Stratton 
Mail: P O Box 476 Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Email mail@garystratton.com 
Phone 02 6562 7093 

 

ACC Sunshine Nomads 

President—Ray Ward 
Secretary—Rae Reid 
Mail: 21 Lehmann Court Buderim QLD 4556 
Email: david.reid4@bigpond.com 
Phone: 07 5445 6020 
 

ooOOoo 
 
Friendship’s a bond that starts with a smile 
Then grown in its own special pattern and style 
Through distance or time through grey skies or blue 
Through all that life sends them—good friends remain true 
Yes, friendship’s a bond that no one can sever 
It starts with a smile and it lingers forever. 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 



 

 


