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From The Editor 
 

G’Day All, 
First and foremost an apology! 
The need to include the Financial 
reports etc in this edition has 
meant that several contributions, 
plus the proposed new segment 
“Have you Been to?” have had to 
be held over due to space con-
straints—they will definitely be 
in the Summer edition. 
 

Following requests from  several 
members it has been decided that 
an “Application for Membership” 
form will be a component of the 
Nomad from now on (see page 
31) please make use of it! 
 

Bingara is just around the corner 
and promises to be a fun event. It 
will be great to catch up with 
some old friends and to hopefully 
make some new ones—but please 
take care on the road—I want to 
keep my friends! 

Cheers, Lazo. 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Summer) issue is November 

8th, 2011. 

Old mine workings—Moonta (S.A.) 
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From the Chair 
I’m writing this from a corner of 
the showroom of Kununurra Die-
sel as my auto-box is playing up! I 
don’t know who to blame  - Mur-
phy, Yemmy (my Mercedes 
Sprinter motorhome) or me. It 
stuck in Park in Broome and the 
RACWA man showed me how to 
unlock it by poking a screwdriver 
down a little hole. I must have 
poked something else I shouldn’t 
because it’s being doing weird 
things ever since. 
 

However the enforced day al-
lowed me to do the tour that goes 
by coach out to Lake Argyle and 
then by boat down the magnificent 
Ord River. It was a great day and 
led me to thinking about the 
wealth of places we have to visit 
in this great land we call home. 
 

In WA I’ve used many 24hr stop-
ping places plus other low budget 
camping spots and these have 
mostly been nearly full by day’s 
end. I guess they are allowed to 
exist because there are no caravan 
parks nearby to raise a fuss and try 
to get them closed. 
 

If only! 
The number of people seeing Aus-
tralia in RVs of all descriptions is 
huge. Many of them couldn’t do it 
if they had to stay in caravan 
parks every night – I paid $45 a 
night for two nights in Port Hed-
land and that was after 10% dis-
count! 
 

If only we could harness the vot-

ing power of all the people using 
free or budget camps! No-one 
takes much notice of 1,000 of us 
but it would be a different matter 
if that was 10,000 or add another 
nought and make that 100,000 
votes. 
 

The first part of our membership 
drive saw five membership ap-
plications sent to every member 
asking everyone to try to sign up 
new members. So far it hasn’t 
shown a huge return. 
 

Unless we develop a pro-active 
approach to membership we will 
stagnate and turn into just an-
other caravan club – a good one 
but with little clout. 

Branches are one of our best ave-
nues for recruiting and we need 
more branches – the scope is 
there. Our surveying has shown 
that the majority of people who 
don’t renew their membership are 
people who haven’t experienced 
the camaraderie and great week-
ends arranged by branches. 
Branch members often develop 
lifelong friendships and are al-
ways ready to pass on tips and 
knowledge to newer members. 
 

If I ever get out of this showroom 
and can still afford it, I’ll be con-
tinuing my journey to Bingarra – 
See you there! 

ooOOoo 

Some good news: 
 

The Golden Westerners, ably led 
by David Ongley, together with 
ACC Director Tom Smith, have 
been lobbying the NSW govern-
ment in regard to the inequitable 
caravan registration fees charged 
in that state. 
 

The latest response that they 
have received from the Hon. 
Duncan Gay (Minister for Roads 
and Ports) is very positive, and 
states (in part): 
 

“The NSW Liberals and Nation-
als Government is listening to 
the concerns of NSW residents 
and caravan owners. 
 

I have asked the Roads and Traf-
fic Authority (RTA) to develop 
options for a more equitable re-
gime for light trailers and cara-
vans. This will form part of the 
RTA”s registration review.” 
 

This is certainly a step in the 
right direction from our NSW 
members perspective. Let’s hope 
that the final outcome is just as 
positive!  
 

Well done David, Tom and 
GWs!  
 

ooOOoo 

Some not so good news: 
 

Earlier this year representatives 
of MoTouring met with Jayco 
management at Jayco’s Dande-
nong manufacturing plant. 
 

The subject of the meeting was to 
determine the possibility of Jayco 
providing grey water holding fa-
cilities in their future range of 
caravans. 
 

The meeting was very positive, 
with various aspects of grey wa-
ter storage and disposal dis-
cussed. Jayco’s stance was that 
the provisioning for such facili-
ties would be customer driven, 
and undertook to discuss the pro-
posal  at a forthcoming dealer / 
product meeting.  
 

Feedback at that meeting indi-
cated that customer demand for 
grey water facilities to be fitted, 
at factory, was minimal and 
amounted to just 0.005% of their 
sales, and that on that basis the 
decision has been made that such 
facilities would not be included 
on their 2012 production. 
 

Should customer interest change 
in the future, Jayco will recon-
sider their stance. 
 

ooOOoo 

From The Lobbying Front 
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Off The Beaten Track          Words & Pictures by Ron & Jan Barham  Q00029

(Q00029) 

Karijini National Park (W.A.) 

We were in Port Hedland in Oc-
tober, 2002 – next stop Karijini 
National Park.  Then we had re-
cord temperatures for anywhere in 
Australia for October – 46 degrees 
one day, 47 degrees the next day.  
We gave up any thought of visit-
ing Karijini, but vowed we would 
be back one day and get to see it. 
 

We were back in WA in 2004, but 
travelling with others, still didn’t 
get to Karijini.  In 2006 we had a 
trip planned, in fact were just a 
few weeks away from leaving, 
when my father was admitted to 
hospital.  For the next two months 
we shared constant hospital and 
rehab visits with my brothers and 
sister until his death, so the trip 
was put off until the following 
year.  In 2007 it was Ron’s health 
that stopped us.  In 2008 some-
thing else came up, but we were 
all set to go in 2009 when the 
GFC came along and we hesitated 
to spend the money.  Finally, to-
wards the end of May, 2010 we 
set off at long last. 
 

Karijini National Park can be ac-
cessed on the bitumen, from Port 
Hedland in the north, or through 
Mt Magnet and Newman in the 
south.  Just to be different we 
stopped first at Marble Bar, and 
then took the gravel road across to 
the highway, via Hillside and 
Woodstock.  It had been sug-

gested that the road via Nul-
lagine was a better road, but it 
was longer, so we decided to 
chance the Woodstock Road.  As 
it happened, it was quite a good 
road, and we met up with some-
one who had travelled to Marble 
Bar via Nullagine, and said there 
was no way he would go back 
that way, it was so bad. 

 

We visited Karijini towards the 
end of June.  When we arrived 
Dales Gorge campground was 
the only one open.  This is a 
fairly extensive campground 
with generous sites and clean pit 
toilets.  For a small fee, showers 
were available at the visitors’ 

centre. 
 

We spent five days here, needing 
this time to explore a number of 
the gorges.  From what I had read 
prior to planning the trip I had 
some doubts as to my ability to 
handle most of the gorges, and 
thought I might well be viewing 
them from the top.  I needn’t have 

worried.  Though a certain degree 
of fitness is necessary, we found 
we could handle most of the 
gorges provided we took our 
time. 
 

The walks through the gorges are 
rated according to their degree of 
difficulty.  Class 1 caters for all, 

Dales Gorge—walking along the track to Circular Pool. 



including wheelchair assisted.  
These are along the top edge of 
some of the gorges.  Class 2 could 
include steps.  Most of the walks 
into the gorges are Class 3, which 
require a moderate level of fitness.  
Class 4 advises, “Trails are often 
rough with very little, if any modi-
fications.  A moderate to high 
level of fitness is required.”  Then 
there are classes 5 and 6.  They 
were definitely above our level of 
fitness.  Nuff said! 
 

Dales Gorge.  This is the closest 
gorge to the campground, in fact 
is within walking distance, though 
we preferred to drive, and keep 
our energy for the actual gorge.   
Fortescue Falls can be viewed 
from the top of the gorge.  How-
ever, the track down to the Falls is 
a Class 3, and while a certain 
amount of energy is needed for 
the track down the side of the 
gorge, it is not difficult, with steps 
and rails in the steepest places.  
This takes you to the Falls, which 
tumble down over a series of natu-
ral rock “steps”.  The path contin-
ues on above the falls to the pretty 
Fern Pool with its own little wa-
terfall.  This is a popular spot for 
swimming, though the water is 
pretty cold.  Below the Falls the 
track is a Class 4, which at the 
start of our time there we felt was 
a bit beyond us. 

Hamersley Gorge.  We called in 
to this gorge on our way back to 
camp after a visit to the township 
of Tom Price.  Access to the gorge 
was fairly easy, as it isn’t very far 
down into the gorge.  On the way 
down there are some interesting 
strata formations.  The white-

trunked gum trees and the twists 
and turns of the gorge set off an 
attractive pool, though the water-
fall merely slid across the rocks 
rather than falling.  We tried the 
water, but it was bitterly cold.  
Ron actually swam, but by the 
time I was waist deep I had had 
enough!  On our way back into 
the park we found a sign saying 
the Dales campground was now 
full, and directing campers to the 
other campground.  We were 
glad we had got in to Dales, as 
the road to the other campground 
was dreadfully rough. 

Weano, Hancock, Red and Jof-
fre Gorges.  At the Visitors’ 
Centre we had been given a map 
for these gorges, and advised to 
go the long way around, out of 
the park and along the bitumen, 
as the gravel road to these gorges 
was extremely rough.  Well, we 
had heard this type of story be-
fore, and we had a 4WD, so we 
figured we’d be okay on the 
gravel road, which was much 
shorter than going around by the 
bitumen.  We should have taken 
their advice.  The poor old car 
will never be the same again! 
The National Parks people have 
built Oxer Lookout at the junc-
tion of these four gorges.  A 

signboard tells us “We are stand-
ing about 100 metres above Junc-
tion Pool (where the waters 
meet).  Here the four gorges 
meet.  Rocks in the bottom of the 
gorge have been worn smooth 
over many years by water carry-
ing rock, gravel and debris, 
which sweeps through the gorge 
after rain.  The trees you can see 
below are river red gums, 20 me-
tres tall, mixed with Northern Pa-
perbarks, 15 metres tall.” 
At the second lookout the sign-
board says, “Oxer, an ancient 
uplifted seabed.  Over 2,500 mil-
lion years ago, where you are 
now standing was the sea floor.  
Layers of silica, white and red, 
and iron oxide with silica, dark 
grey, built up over time, squeez-
ing out the water to form tough 
well bedded rock.  Colliding con-
tinental plates caused these rocks 
to buckle, developing numerous 
vertical cracks before lifting up to 
form dry land.  Erosion over mil-
lions of years has sculpted the 
rocks you see to the present land-
scape.” 
The walks in Hancock Gorge are 
Class 5 and Class 6, so we didn’t 
attempt them.  However, we did 
go into Weano Gorge.  We first 
of all walked to Handrail Pool, 
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Hamersley Gorge Pool—beautiful! 

Circular Pool 



which was as far we were willing 
to attempt in that direction.  So we 
headed back the way we had 
come, to walk to the other end of 
Weano Gorge.  The exit at the 
other end zigzagged up a loose 
gravel slope – no trouble going 
up, but I wouldn’t have liked to 
have come down it.  The sign at 
the start of the walk said to allow 
two hours, but we did it in an hour 
and a half, so it must have been 
fairly easy. 
We viewed Joffre Waterfall from 
the top.  Abseiling experience was 
apparently needed to get down 
into Joffre. 
Kalamina Gorge.  After our ex-
perience on the gravel road, we 
would have liked to have gone 
back to camp via the bitumen, but 
Kalamina Gorge was back along 
the gravel road, and we wanted to 
visit it, so had to face the corruga-
tions once more. 
We were hoping to get back to the 

Visitors’ Centre in time for show-
ers (didn’t make it!) so didn’t plan 
to stay too long at Kalamina 
Gorge.  From the top of the gorge 
Kalamina looked rather pretty, so 
we thought we’d quickly descend 
to the bottom (not a very deep 
gorge), have a look at the water-
fall, and head straight back up.  So 
we did this.  There was a bit of a 
scramble along the side of the 
rock wall to get near to the water-
fall – Ron went a bit further than I 
did, but at least I was able to see  

the waterfall – just a little one.  
There were some very nice re-
flections in the pool there. 
We turned back to the track up, 
but before we started on it met 
some folk who said what a pretty 
gorge it was further down, so we 
decided to venture just a little 
further in the other direction.  At 
every corner we found new 
photo opportunities, and in the 
end we decided to forget about 
getting back in time for showers, 
and carry on.  Apart from an area 
near the beginning of this track, 
where we had to negotiate some 
stepping stones, the walk along 
the bottom of this gorge was cer-
tainly the easiest of all the 
gorges, a lot of it being on flat 
rock.  Even where we had to go 
up and down, the layers of rock 
made easy steps. 
The gorge just seemed to be for-
ever turning corners – with a 
new photo around each corner.   

time was getting on, and we 
wanted to be back before dark, so 
eventually we turned back, leav-
ing the rest of the gorge unex-
plored. 
Dales Gorge and Circular Pool.  
We had been hesitating about do-
ing the walk from below Fortes-
cue Falls down to Circular Pool at 
the bottom end of Dales Gorge, 
since it was a Class 4, and the 
track down the side of the gorge 
near Circular Pool was extremely 
steep.  In the end we decided to 
give it a go, but would go down 
at the Circular Pool end, finishing 
up at the Falls, and if we were up 
to it, continuing on to Fern Pool 
for a swim. 
It took us about 20 minutes just to 
descend the cliff, and another half 
an hour to reach Circular Pool.  I 
had some difficulty along the 
way, clambering up high ledges, 
and wondered how I would go on 
the return walk, when I had to get 
down the ledges.  However, after 
a 20 minute break at the pool for 
photographs and nibbles, I found 
we made it out to the bottom of 
the cliff track in just 15 minutes.  
I think, on the way in, my legs 
must have been tired after negoti-
ating the track down into the 
gorge, and the break was enough 
to put me right. 
For the most part the track up the 
gorge wasn’t too bad, some rocky 
stepping stones in places, and a 
few slippery and muddy spots.  
We certainly got grubby on this 
walk.  Someone had been very 
busy building lots and lots of 
cairns of all sizes – a real “city” 
of cairns.  This is quite a pretty 
gorge, and we were certainly glad 
we had made the effort. 
Finally we arrived back at Fortes-
cue Falls, where we had to make 
our way across the water.  We 
found the stepping stones, which 
were mostly firm, and managed 
to make our way across without 
getting our shoes wet.  Then we 
had to clamber along a narrow  

Kalamina Gorge 

And every time you think you’ve 
gone far enough, there’s just one 
more corner to aim for.  The lit-
tle stream tumbles in a series of 
tiny waterfalls from one level to 
another, the layers of rock form-
ing ledges for the water to fall 
over. 
Kalamina has got to be the easi-
est gorge both for getting into, 
and walking along the bottom.  
We think it is also the most im-
pressive and prettiest.  However,  
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 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located some-
where in this magazine. If it’s yours, 
you have until August 31st, 2011 to con-
tact the Secretary and claim your prize 
of a $20 gift voucher from Bunnings. 
Good hunting! We’re a bit sneaky when 
we insert the number, so look veeeery 
carefully! 
 

Congratulations to Ken Glover 
(N00007). He correctly identified his-
membership number in the last edi-
tion, and a Bunnings Voucher is wing-
ing its way to them right now! 
 

We’ve been a bit more cunning in this 
issue! 
 

ooOOoo 

ledge on the side of the gorge be-
fore finally arriving at the tier of 
rock ledges leading to the top of 
Fortescue Falls.  We continued on 
to Fern Pool where we braved the 
water.  It was cold!  The whole 
walk, including walking along the 
top of the gorge to get to the track 
down to Circular Pool, and our 
swim, had taken us just over four 
hours. 
That night we attended an open-
air church service in the recreation 
area.  It was held by a Uniting 
Church minister who is part of an 
Australia-wide organization that 
takes services and pastoral care to 
remote areas. 
And so finally it was time to say 
goodbye to Karijini and continue 
on our way.  We had finally made 
it there, and it lived up to all our 
expectations.  We left there much 
fitter than when we had arrived!  
If you have never been there, put 
it right up there on top of your “to 
do” list. 

ooOOoo 
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Reflections in Kalamina Gorge. 

ACCESS is one of the most sig-
nificant programs implemented 
by the ACC. 
 

It provides an opportunity for 
ACC members to demonstrate, to 
a broad audience, their commit-
ment to the environment and to 
all other users of this great Coun-
try. 
 

Less than15% of the ACC mem-
bership are members of AC-
CESS.  Does this mean that only 
15% have any interest in the im-
pact that their actions may have 
on the environment?  Does this 
mean that less than 85% of the 
membership have no commit-
ment to the environment and do  
not care  about the environmental 
image of the ACC?   
 

What does Membership of AC-
CESS cost?  In financial terms, 
just $5.   The impact on the aver-
age member is miniscule.   
 

You already “do the right thing” 
with your garbage!  Those with 
toilet facilities in the van use es-
tablished dump points!   Those 
without, use public facilities, or 
bury their waste responsibly!   

You dispose of your grey water 
in a responsible manner!   

You leave you campsite as clean 
and tidy as you found it!  You do 
not create an untidy “gypsy” en-
campment when you stop for the 
night!  
 

How does ACCESS membership 
benefit you?  In many ways, tan-
gibly and intangibly. 
 

As numbers increase, ACC ob-
tains recognition as an environ-
mentally responsible organization 
and develops the influence to 
lobby for wider acceptance of 
caravans in free and low cost ar-
eas.  ACCESS members have the 
visible means to demonstrate 
their commitment to local au-
thorities. 
 

A significant benefit comes from 
the presence, in each member 
van, of the laminated Code of 
Conduct.  This serves as a con-
stant reminder of the member’s 
responsibilities and the commit-
ment they have made. 
 

If you have any regard for the 
environment; if you want to sup-
port the ACC environmental ini-
tiatives; if you want some evi-
dence of your commitment; if 
you can afford the one time $5 
cost, you must be a member of 
ACCESS. 
 

ooOOoo 

ACCESS 
(David Reid—ACC ACCESS Co-ordinator) 

  

Now that’s what it’s all about! - The Golden Westerners enjoy some 
camp-fire companionship at a recent muster. (Nelligen, NSW). 

(Photo: Bev Bulley) 



In previous issues of The Nomad 
I’ve discussed the problems with a 
few caravans that caused the own-
ers some grief in one form or an-
other. This time we might take a 
more positive approach and offer 
a few suggestions as to what to 
look for when purchasing a cara-
van. At the time of writing I had 
just spent four days at a mid-year 
caravan show and was again re-
minded about the ‘willingness’ of 
sales staff to tell potential custom-
ers almost anything that they think 
might help to make a sale. 
 

Some of the reasons that the right 
information is not always con-
veyed relates to sales staff being 
ignorant about the requirements as 
to what might suit a particular ve-
hicle or what should be the char-
acteristics of a stable trailer. 
 

I spoke to one manufacturer (and 
he is not alone by a long shot) 
who admitted to never having 
been away in a caravan. Nor does 
he ever look at opposition prod-
ucts to see what these may have to 
offer. I have often been asked why 
manufacturers don’t include such 
and such or for that matter why 
they do something that leaves 
most caravanners scratching their 
heads. The answer is always the 
same – “remember that the people 
who design, make and sell cara-
vans never use them”. There are a 
few exceptions but they could 
probably be counted on one hand. 
 

I used to know a successful cara-
van dealer who, when asked if he 
went caravanning, would reply – 
“yes, every year!”. While there 
was some truth to this, in reality 
the journey was from the yard to 
the nearest beach resort in mid-
December and back again in Janu-
ary, about 10km each way. 
 

On the other hand I also know an-
other dealer who goes away for 4-
6 week every year with a different 
product and exhibits the pictures 
in the showroom. This person has 

been to Cape York, across the 
Simpson, visited most tourist 
destinations in Australia and re-
cently returned from 4 weeks in 
the SW of WA. No prize for 
guessing who is able to advise 
customer from personal experi-
ence. And the latter dealer has no 
commissioned sales staff and 
will only employ people with 
caravanning experience. 
 

So where to start? Over all the 
years that I’ve been involved 
with the RV industry, I’ve often 
been asked what is a good brand 
to buy? The response has always 
been along the lines that the 
business that you deal with is 
more important than the name on 
the caravan. A reputable business 
will generally handle high qual-
ity and reliable products. And 
provides after sale and warranty 
service. 

 

The next question is obviously – 
how do you find a reputable 
dealer? The answer – ask around. 
While there are some people who 
don’t want others to know that 
they made the wrong decision, 
most will let you know if they 
have had a bad experience. Back 
to dealer two above. This busi-
ness doesn’t advertise as 80% of 
their sales are to existing custom-
ers or the result of recommenda-
tions. 
 

There is no denying that the se-
lection of a suitable caravan is not 
always easy, particularly in re-
gard to matching a van to a vehi-
cle. Unfortunately the towing ca-
pacity of a vehicle is not always 
stated or given in such a way as 
to present the full picture. Always 
make sure that you read the small 
print. Remember that for safe and 
stable towing about 10% of the 
total trailer load needs to be car-
ried by the tow vehicle towbar. 
This means that the towball load 
allowed for any vehicle has to be 
10% of the amount that can be 
towed. 
 

The Nissan range is a good exam-
ple. Ask a Nissan sales person 
what a Pathfinder diesel can tow 
and you’ll be told 3000kg. How-
ever if you want to have 300kg 
on the towball the amount of load 
in the Pathfinder has to be re-

duced by 350kg. This leaves a 
load allowance of 300kg which 
includes occupants, luggage, fuel 
and anything else stored in the 
vehicle. If the vehicle is loaded to 
its maximum GVM, the ball load 
is only allowed to be 50kg (yes, 
fifty). 
 

Similar restrictions apply to the 
Patrol, Navara and X-Trail. And 
then you also have to consider the 
type of engine and whether it is 
an auto or manual. Last year  

What to Look For When Buying a Caravan 
(Tom Olthoff  S00016) 

This caravan couldn’t be towed over 80km/h as the wheels were lo-
cated almost in the centre of the body which resulted in a low ball load  
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Special Places  
Competition 

 

Share your special place with 
your fellow members and receive 
a B.E.S.T. water filter as a re-
ward for your efforts if it is pub-
lished. Yes, that’s correct,—
Colin Hopgood has generously 
donated a water filter to be 
awarded to the contributor  of the 
Special Place article published in 
each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—If you are includ-
ing items that have been taken 
from someone else’s work please 
ensure that you have their per-
mission to do so. Photos will 
help—please submit them in .jpg 
format, 300 dpi is the ideal reso-
lution, and don’t forget to in-
clude some captions so that we 
know what they are all about. 
 

Submit your written article, 300 
to 500 words is ideal, however 
longer submissions will also be 
considered. 
 

All articles submitted will be re-
tained and reviewed for each edi-
tion of the Nomad. In submitting 
an article or photos for consid-
eration you agree that the club 
may edit and publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be 
submitted to the Editor via email:   
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au, 
or by mail to the club postal ad-
dress. 

ooOOoo 

cMitsubishi increased the towing 
apacity of the Pajero to 3000kg. 
This certainly pleased the sales 
staff who were trying to counter 
the Pathfinder. However, if tow-
ing over 2500kg with a Pajero the 
ball load has to be reduced from 
250kg to 180kg. Yes, I know, this 
doesn’t make sense. But it is Mit-
subishi’s way of telling you that 
they prefer you not to tow more 
than 2500kg. Incidentally, a Mit-
subishi Challenger and Triton can 
tow 3000kg but in both cases with 
a 300kg towball download. 
 

If you want to clarify the towing 
capacity for your vehicle ask a 
caravan dealer if you can have a 
look at the Vehicle Towing Mass 
Guide. This lists the towing ca-
pacities and conditions that apply 
for every vehicle that is sold in 
Australia. Of course you can also 
check the owner’s manual or vehi-
cle brochure and ask the car 
dealer. But if the specs have a ‘*’ 
or ‘#’ or ‘x’ anywhere near it, find 
out what conditions apply. 
 

When selecting a caravan check 
that the ATM stated on the com-
pliance plate doesn’t exceed the 
towing recommendations for your 
vehicle. If the stated ATM or for 
that matter any weights are a nice 
round figure like for example 
2000kg, ask some questions.  And 
of course question the sales person 
about the amount of ball load that 
the caravan has. But remember it 
is the amount of ball load that is 
present when the van is loaded 
that is important. 
 

The ball load given for an empty 
caravan needs to be in the vicinity 
of 10% of the Tare or empty 
weight. Being told that a low ball 
load will come good when you 
load the van is misleading. A cara-
van should be stable on the road 
irrespective of whether the unit is 
empty or loaded or the tanks are 
full or empty. 
 

Viewing the caravan side-on can 
also be helpful. It should be obvi-
ous that the wheel centre (or the 

mid-point between the two 
wheels in case of a tandem) are 
rearward of the centre of the 
caravan body. If you need a tape 
measure to work this out the 
wheels are probably too far for-
ward. 
 

While this may sound somewhat 
odd, the position of the entry 
door should also be considered, 
particularly if the tow vehicle’s 
ball load specification is on the 
low side. These day’s ‘centre-
door caravans (where the door is 
ahead of the wheels) has become 
popular. But it should be noted 
that when the door is ahead of 
the wheels, the wheel arch and 
the wheels are located a little fur-
ther towards the rear. On the 
other side of the coin if the door 
is behind the wheels, the ball 
load is somewhat less as the 
wheels are further forward. 
 

Many of the popular 20ft ensuite 
caravans which have a centre 
door will start off with a ball 
load in excess of 200kg. This is 
fine if you own a Landcruiser but 
could result in exceeding the 
250kg allowed for a Prado, Pa-
jero or similar, when the van is 
loaded. 

If you are in doubt about any of 
the weights given to you by a 
dealer, ask for a weighbridge cer-
tificate. And if you see the ball 
load measured with a spring type  

scale that fits under the coupling, 
ignore the result. These types of 
scales and some others have a 
tendency to be inaccurate. An 
electronic Load Cell with a digi-
tal read-out is more likely to pro-
vide an accurate number.  
 

Tom is happy to tackle any 
topic suggested by members.  
 

ooOOoo 

The right equipment will provide 
an accurate measurement  
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While relaxing with a friend Judy 
[a fellow A.C.C. member] and a 
cuppa under the awning of our 
caravan at a campsite near Mac-
kay, my companion noticed a 
slow movement out of the corner 
of her eye about three metres 
away.  Her sudden attentive look 
in that direction and her comment, 
“Ah, I think you should lift your 
feet” alerted me to the fact that 
something was amiss. 
 

 Having had several years camp-
ing experience, my immediate 
thought was “Snake!”  Quickly 
deciding that lifting my feet was a 
good idea; I simultaneously 
glanced to the left and saw that 
there was indeed quite a large, 
dark coloured snake approaching. 
 

  Casually meandering in it’s pro-
gress, I knew I had time to move 
from where I was sitting to the 
other side of the table and in the 
same movement thinking to close 
the door of the caravan as I 
passed.  
 

 Our first thought was to stay out 
of its way, give it a wide berth and 
allow it to pass by unhindered.  
The snake, however, had other 
ideas and decided to thoroughly 
investigate intensively all the 
items in its path.  The curiosity of 
our visitor knew no bounds when 
it came to checking out all the 
goods and chattels associated with 
comfortable camping. 
 

By this time, the men [Gordon and 
Geoff] having been summoned 
from their conversation about all 
things mechanical came to give us 
moral support and were enjoying 
the spectacle as much as we were.  
While observing its high climbing 

ability we took note of its vari-
ous features. This, we thought 
may assist us in its identification, 
though we came to the conclu-
sion that it was a fairly harmless 
tree snake.   
 

A handsome fellow approxi-
mately 1.5 metres in length, slen-
der in build and a dark, dull char-
coal colour with a fine blue 
stripe beginning at edge of its 
jaw and continuing laterally for 
about 40 cms along the body be-
fore fading away.  Another noted 
feature were raised dark circular 
skin patches occurring at inter-
vals and randomly all over his 
length.  We deduced that this 
was an ailment of sorts and not 
part of his usual physiology and 
so were content to continuing 
watching his antics from a safe 
distance while he examined all 
and sundry.  As is usual on 
camping trips it is our practice to 
have our cameras handy to pho-
tograph any nature events should 
they occur and this day was no 
exception.  There was no sign of 
aggression or threatening behav-
iour from the snake and we pro-
ceeded to click away. 

It’s scrutiny continued for ap-

proximately twenty minutes and 
included the tyre rims inside and 

out, the bumper bar of the van, 
the underneath of our table, and 
then pausing briefly for what 
looked to us like a lazy yawn 
continued further to wriggle all 
over the two chairs we had previ-
ously occupied and then it took 
all of it’s estimated 1.5 metre 
length up and down the side of 
the van, checking out all vents as 
it passed over them. That’s when, 
imagining what might have tran-
spired, I thanked providence that 
I had had the foresight to close 
the van door. 
 

Thinking our slithery guest was 
planning an all day stay, we be-
gan to devise a method of encour-
aging it to depart and give us 
back our campsite.  My husband 
Gordon found a long, large 
branch and managed to lift him in 
mid-section, and our new found 
reptile friend calmly allowed 
himself, not at all offended, to be 
carried some twenty metres away 
and was deposited near the base 
of a tall eucalypt.  Supposing that 
was the end of the incident we 
planned lunch and chatted on 
about our latest camping encoun-
ter and compared photos. 
 Our snake, now nicknamed “Jack 
Black” however, had other ideas 
and “episode 2” was awaiting us 
the following day ……. 
 

Late afternoon on the morrow we 
were expecting more A.C.C. 
caravanning cronies, and at about 
4:30 p.m. a couple more arrived 
and began their setting up routine. 
Fortunately for both the snake 
and the people the previous day’s 
adventure had already been re-
lated.  A short time later a shout 
arose from one of our newly ar-
rived group as a small black head 
and neck was discovered protrud-
ing from the open boot of his 
caravan. [Jack Black was back] 
 

On this occasion, evicting “Jack 
Black” proved to be a more diffi-
cult mission as there wasn’t much 
of “him” sticking out of the open-
ing and simply lifting him up and 
out was not an option so loud rat-
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A “Slithery” Encounter  Laurel & Gordon Rollinson (Q00034) 

Check your tyres sir? 



tling noises from behind were em-
ployed to do the trick. 
 

As soon as extricating the invader 
was complete, he was once again 
carried by means of a large branch 
and placed further away near the 
woodpile. We all decided that 
Jack Black was an exhibitionist 
when he climbed atop the timber 
and began to pose by raising his 
head and neck and presenting his 
better profile much to the delight 
of his newly found fans, the Papa-
razzi. This behaviour continued 
until someone thought wood 
needed to be cut for the fire. 
 

 A small chain saw was revved 
into action and that was the cue 
for the departure of our entertain-
ing guest and he blithely slithered 
off down an embankment in an 
effort to find quieter quarters in a 
less nosy neighbourhood. 

The correct way to identify snakes 
is by a ventral count. He left with 
his dignity intact and smiles all 
around from an appreciative audi-
ence. 

ooOOoo 
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Ahhh—there’s nothing like a nice-
comfy seat when one is out & 

about! 

I’ll be off then! 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Change the Constitution 

a)  To open full membership to all RV accommodation units 
      Agreed—Special Resolution to be presented at 2011 AGM. 
b) To abolish the Associate Membership classification 
 Disagree—however a Special Resolution to change definition of As 
      sociate Member will be presented at the 2011 AGM 
c) To create a Supporting Membership classification to open member-

ship of ACC to those who may not own RV’s 
 Disagree—made redundant by previous point. 
d) To enable provision to admit other clubs and their members to join 

the ACC 
 Disagree—nothing in the existing constitution precludes this. How-

ever an aquistion strategy will be formulated at Board level. 
e) To resolve inconsistency in the voting rights of members. 
 Agreed—Special Resolution to be presented at the 2011 AGM. 
 

2. Adopt a strategy of raising the Profile with greater exposure in the me-
dia at all levels. 

    Agree—Expression of Interest to be called for a contracted Communi
   cations Specialist. 

 

3. Increase the range of high profile promotional items. 
     Agreed—to be referred to club merchandising officer. 
 

4. Review the participation in trade shows as part of advertising and 
promotion policy. 

     Agreed—to be deferred pending outcomes of Item 2. 
 

5. Improve communications with members and Branches. 
     Agreed—this item to be included in the scope of works under the EoI 

        to be called for Item 2. 
 

6. Board/Branch/Member Relationships 
a) Appoint a dedicated Membership Officer from the membership 

ASAP. 
    Agree—clarification of role, and nomination of possible candidate(s) 

  required. 
 

b) Appoint a Communication/Media Officer from the membership 
     Hold, pending outcomes of Item 2. 
 

c) Employ resources to enable the Board to concentrate on strategic, 
tactical and media communication issues. 

   Agree—some contractors already in place—more to be used as 
      required and resources permit. 

 

d) Adopt a communication policy with members  that is effective re-
gardless of individual access to the internet. 

       Hold, pending outcomes of Item 2. 
 

e) Issue regular Board Communiqués to members 
       Hold, pending outcomes of Item 2. 
 

f) Delegate specified projects to Committees appointed from 
Branches or Member Groups. 

  Agree—clarification to be sought re possible projects, and commit 
      tee requirements. 

 

ooOOoo 

Membership Development Plan 
 

As many of you will be aware at the 2010 Muster in Maryborough, 
members of the Sunshine Nomads undertook to formulate a Member-
ship Development Plan for the ACC.  
 

Thanks to the stirling effots of Neil Prideaux and his team the plan has 
been completed and delivered to your Board.  
 

Below are the recommendations from the Plan, including (in red) the 
board actions / decisions so far taken. Should any member like a full 
copy of the plan they should get in touch with the Secretary and a copy 
will be made available.  



NOTICE OF PROPOSED SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS 
Members of the Australian Caravan Club Ltd are hereby advised that the following items are proposed by the 
Board of Directors as Special Resolutions, and that these Special Resolutions shall be decided by vote lodged 
either in person or by proxy at the Annual General Meeting of the Company which will be held on Saturday 
the 15th of October, 2011, as per the Notice of Meeting which appears on Page 32 of this, the Spring 2011 
Edition of the Nomad. 
Special Resolution 1 
Purpose – to open membership to all categories of recreational vehicles, as distinct from caravans only. This 
will open Ordinary Membership to the owners of all mobile accommodation units, whether towed or self-
propelled. 
 

Clause 3.1 
Delete the line commencing with “caravanner” 
Delete the line commencing with “caravanning” 
Replace the paragraph commencing with “qualifying unit” with this paragraph – 

“qualifying unit” means a registered recreational vehicle as defined further in this clause which is de-
signed for use upon Australian roads; 

Add this paragraph – 
“recreational vehicle” means any form of mobile living accommodation that is or can be combined 
with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit. This includes and is not 
limited to caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, etc 

Add this paragraph – 
“RV” means a recreational vehicle as defined within this clause. 

Add this paragraph – 
“RVer” means a person who owns solely or jointly a qualifying unit. 

Add this paragraph – 
“RVing” means the activity of using a qualifying unit for recreational purposes. 

 
Special Resolution 2 
Purpose – For the objects of the club to be amended  to reflect an RV, rather than Caravan only, base. 
 

Clause 4 
Replace Sub-Clause 4.1 with the following – 

To promote the use of recreational vehicles and the RV’ing lifestyle throughout Australia by- 
ο striving to improve the conditions available for travelling recreational vehicle owners; 
ο representing recreational vehicle owners to government and statutory bodies in order to 

obtain better conditions for travelling RV’ers by improving access to camping/stop-over 
facilities, registration fees and any other conditions relating to recreational vehicle owner-
ship, or any other matter which the board feels is important to the members; 

ο providing general advice to members on the construction and maintenance of recreational 
vehicles; 

ο engaging in and encouraging social activities, exhibitions, competitions and rallies; 
ο to join or affiliate with any club or organisation having as its objective the betterment of 

conditions for the travelling public and in particular those travelling in recreational vehi-
cles in Australia; 

ο obtaining improved terms and conditions in matters pertaining to recreational vehicle 
ownership; 

ο encouraging safer driving and road courtesy; 
ο educating the travelling public about safety and hygiene whilst travelling and staying at 

any camp sites; 
ο printing or causing to be printed a magazine called “The Nomad” 

 
Sub-Clause 4.2 (4) Replace the word “caravanning” with the word “RVing” 
 
Sub-Clause 4.2 (6) Replace the word “caravanning” with the word “RVing” 
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(Continued from page 16) 
Clause 7 Replace the word “caravanning” with the word “RVing” 
 
Special Resolution 3 
Purpose – To redefine the Associate Member classification. 
 
Clause 7.1, under the heading of Associate Member – 
Replace the existing paragraph with – 

A person who does not own (solely or jointly) a qualifying unit but has an interest in RVing or the 
RVing lifestyle or in the advancement of the Company shall be eligible to hold an Associate Member-
ship. 

 
Special Resolution 4 
Purpose – To define the membership rights of individual members that form part of a family unit. 
 
Clause 7 
Add new Sub Clause 7.3, worded as follows – 

7.3 Where members form part of a family unit each member of the family unit has all the rights and 
responsibilities of an Ordinary Member or Associate Member (as the case may be) except that the dis-
tribution of company publications and documents shall be on the basis of one copy per family Unit. 
The members of a family unit shall be required to pay (per family unit) the annual subscription and 
joining fee of an individual member. 

 
Clause 13.1(6) Replace the existing wording with – 

(6) A membership card for each member of a family unit. 
 

Clause 24.1 Delete the words “per family unit”. 
 
Special Resolution 5 
Purpose – To increase the number of Directors on the Board. 
 
Clause 30.1 (2) Replace the existing words with – 

(2) Six Directors. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF PROXY 
 

I, (name)………………………………...of (address)…………………………………………………………… 
 

Being a member of the Australian Caravan Club Ltd with Membership Number…………...……… appoint 
 
(name)…………………………………..of (address)…………………………………………………………… 
 

A member of the Company as my proxy to vote on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Company 
to be held on 15th October, 2011. 
 

My Proxy is instructed to vote in the following manner: 
 

Special Resolution 1—In Favour Of / Against the resolution. (strike out whichever is not applicable) 
 

Special Resolution 2—In Favour Of / Against the resolution. (strike out whichever is not applicable) 
 

Special Resolution 3—In Favour Of / Against the resolution. (strike out whichever is not applicable) 
 

Special Resolution 4—In Favour Of / Against the resolution. (strike out whichever is not applicable) 
 

Special Resolution 5—In Favour Of / Against the resolution. (strike out whichever is not applicable) 
 
Signed this……………… day of……………………, 2011. 
 

…………………………………………………….. 
   (signature) 

NOTE: This form must be signed, and submitted to the Secretary, Australian Caravan Club by no later than COB 12th October 
2011. Electronic submission is pemitted. 
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Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $40.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $110.00  

 An Associate Member $30.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as—a registered caravan or similar type of mobile accom-
modation with inbuilt facilities for sleeping and food preparation, which is designed to be towed by a powered vehicle upon Australian roads. An associate 
member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:……………………………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………………………… 
                      Date of Birth:……………………………………………….Preferred Name:…………………………... 
PARTNER Surname:……………………………….. Title:…………...Given Names:……………………………... 
     Date of Birth:………………………………………………..Preferred Name:………………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:……………………………………………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:……………………………………………………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………...Mobile:……………………….….Other:……………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 

I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 



NOTICE OF MEETING 
Australian Caravan Club Limited 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Caravan Club Limited will be held 
at the Roxy Theatre, 74 Maitland Street, Bingara, NSW on Saturday 15th of October 2011, commencing at 
1.30pm. All members are cordially invited to be present. 
 

AGENDA 
 

(1) Present—as per the Attendance Register 
 
 

(2) Minutes from previous meeting 
 
 

(3) Business arising—nil 
 
 

(4) To receive the Chairman’s Report 
 
 

(5) Acceptance of the Director’s and Financial Statements. 
 
 

(6) To receive the Secretary’s Report. 
 
 

(7) Proposed Fees—no change is proposed. 
 
 

(8) To elect incoming Directors (2 of) - Please refer to Note 1. 
 
 

(9)     Proposed Special Resolutions. 
 

(10)   Life Membership—for Mr. Barry Konemann—Please refer to Note 2 
 

(11) Meeting Close. 
NOTE 1 
The following nominations for Director have been received : 
 

For Position Number DP2—The present encumbant, Mr. Thomas Smith, has renominated for a further term.  
             No other nominations have been received. 
 

For Position Number DP3— There have been no nominations received. 
 

NOTE 2 
There can be no doubt that the club owes a huge debt of gratitude to Mr. Barry Konemann. His efforts over the 
past few years in promoting the the ACC have built the foundation to  the increasing levels of awareness en-
joyed by the club with our sponsors and within the industry in general. In promoting the club, Mr Konemann 
has covered many thousands of kilometers, donated countless hours of labour, and at times dipped into his 
own pocket to present the human face of the ACC.  He is considered worthy of the honour of being awarded 
Life Membership of the Australian Caravan Club. (Moved: L. Mussell, Seconded: A.Lazarus)  
 

Alan Lazarus (Secretary) 

"Henry" & "Heavencanwait"accompanying Gordon & Laurel Rollinson at Virgin Rock Rest Area near 
Springsure Qld. 
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From the Branches 
Sundowners Victor 

Harbour Muster 
Alby Kramer (S00037) 

Background History of Victor Harbor 
 

The first Europeans to sight Victor 
Harbor more than 200 years ago 
were Captain Matthew Flinders of 
the British sloop Investigator and 
Captain Nicholas Baudin of the 
French ship Le Geographé. 

Their meeting took place at sea in 
1802, a few kilometres from the 
Murray Mouth. Although their 
countries were at war, they ex-
changed information and maps.  
 

The first non-indigenous inhabi-
tants of the area were fishermen, 
whalers and sealers, seeking an 
easy catch. Some were to jump 
ship and settle. Ridgway William 
Newland, a Congregational cler-
gyman from the south of England, 
led the first true party of settlers to 
Encounter Bay in July 1839. The 
group comprised his family, some 
relations and friends along with 
several skilled farm workers and 
their families. 
 

Newland had obtained letters of 
introduction to Governor George 
Gawler from Lord Glenelg, Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. 
Gawler told Newland that the vil-
lage of Adelaide was becoming 
overcrowded, that most of the 
nearby land had been taken up and 
splendid land was available at En-
counter Bay for only one pound 
an acre. 
 

Newland took his advice and 
transported his party to their new 
home via the Lord Hobart. Whal-

ing stations continued trading 
until around the mid-1860s, but 
bigger profits were to be had 
from boats carrying wheat and 
wool down the Murray River to 
the port of Goolwa. Since 
Goolwa was unsuitable for ships, 
a 12km railway was built to con-
nect with Port Elliot in 1854 – 
creating Australia’s first public 
railway. But Port Elliot was also 
found wanting so a safer, more 
sheltered port in the lee of Gran-
ite Island was chosen. The rail-
way was extended from Port El-
liot to Victor Harbor in 1864. 

 
The horse drawn railway was 
extended along the Causeway to 
Granite Island in the mid-1860s 
to service large American and 
European clippers. By the 1880s, 
25,000 bales of wool from west-
ern New South Wales and 
Queensland were being paddled 
down the Murray, freighted by 
train to Victor Harbor and then 
shipped to the world. But rail-
ways killed the river trade in the 
1890s – and Victor Harbor’s his-
tory as a holiday destination be-
gan. 
 

Muster Weekend 
This was our first muster for 
2011, so it was a matter of dust-
ing down the van, which had 
been sitting idle since the AGM 
muster at Murray Bridge and 
hooking up for the trip. 

A few of us decided to come 
early and stay a full week.  This 
has the added advantage of not 
having to rush around and being 
able to do a bit of sightseeing and 
venue checking before the main 
group arrives. 
 

By Friday afternoon we had 14 
vans parked up on site and every-
one looking forward to the Happy 
Hour.  We had a few guests from 
Interstate as well as some friends 
of members who tagged along for 
the weekend.  Welcome to Barry 
and Bev Cross from the Wide 
Bay Branch in Queensland.  Also, 
Grant and Julie Stable from 
Queensland who are travelling 
around Australia and happened to 
be in the area.   

Grant and Julie were on the origi-
nal ACC Committee as Secretary 
and Treasurer when the club first 
started up.  Joe Vella introduced 
David and Jan Pitt to the group as 
guests for theweekend. 
 

Also, we had new ACC members 
Ken and Anita Miller from Mt 
Barker come down for the week-
end to see what all the fuss was 
about.  I’m happy to say that they 
are now our newest branch mem-
bers and a big welcome to them 
as well. 
 

The President, Therese welcomed 
all the members and guests and 
hoped that the weekend would be 

Victor Harbor, Granite Island 
and the Bluff. 
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Port Elliot 

Form a circle and Happy Hour 
has commenced 
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a good one for all.  The Happy 
Hour was followed by a bbq din-
ner at the camp kitchen.   

Therese made her Golden Syrup dump-
lings for the dessert, which was appreci-
ated by all.   
 

On Saturday morning we had our 
morning coffee and arrangements 
were made for some of the group 
to do the ‘Old Victor Town’ walk 
hosted by our Vice Pres, Ron 
Gaynes.  The Farmers Market also 
attracted some of the group.  A 
couple of us met up with Sue & 
Gary who came down for the day 
and had lunch on Granite Island. 
The weather was perfect, sunny 
and calm. 

In the Afternoon most of us went 
to Anne and Gerard Middleton’s 
home in Middleton where we had 
another happy hour and bbq din-
ner.  Thanks to Anne & Gerard for 
the invitation to visit their home 
and the delicious apple and apricot 
pies she had for dessert.  One 
thing is for sure; musters are not 
the place to be if you are on a diet. 

Sunday morning Ron and 
Therese were up early cooking 
pancakes for breakfast.  The park 
management had very kindly 
provided the makings for this 
feast. 

After breakfast those members 
who had to go back to work 
packed up and departed.  By 
lunch time the official muster 
was over and people either went 
out to explore the region or 
stayed in the park and relaxed.  
We took a drive out to Goolwa 
and the barrages to check out the 
river levels and also the Wharf 
Markets. 
 

Safe travels, ‘till next time! 
 

ooOOoo 

The Muster was held at the Big-
genden Showgrounds and was 
attended by 21 caravans plus spe-
cial guests—David Tillson’s par-
ents who were celebrating their 
wedding anniversary and who 
chose to stay at the nearby Cara-
van Park in a cabin. Visitors were 
Bob and Fay Willis from the Fra-
ser Coasters, Kevin and Jill 
Brown, Leah and Aaron Travers, 
Julianne and Brian Tucker and 
Peter and Evelyn Slade.  
 

We had cool nights but beautiful 
sunny days with a cool wind that 
drove many of us to sit on the 
very large verandas admiring the 
view of the town below us and 
the mountains in the distance.  
 

On Friday David Tillson, Neil 
Robinson, Les Quince and Matt 
Machielsen decided to go on a 
little walk. Just a small walk 
straight up to the granite bluff 
area of Mt Walsh. I wrote in the 
last newsletter and on the infor-
mation sheets that were given out 
the following, ‘With caution, ex-
perienced walkers can take the 
strenuous (unmarked) two and a 
half hour hike to Mount Walsh’s 
bare granite summit. You will be 

Waiting for the dumplings. 

Sundowners Group photo on Sun-
day morning. 

The horse-drawn tram to Granite  
Island. 

Calling all Singles, 
or Tasmanians. 

 

Have you ever thought that you 
would like to be member of a 
Tasmanian Branch?  
 

Or perhaps a member of an ACC 
Special Interest Group for Single 
Travelers? 
 

If you answered yes to one, or 
both, of these questions then 
member Bernie Barnwell would 
like to hear from you! 
 

Contact him by Email at: 
bernard4599@bigpond.com 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads -

Biggenden Muster 
(Caroline Quince Q00196) 



rewarded with stunning views’. 
They found out that it was defi-
nitely 2 ½ hours up and the same 
down. Once on the top our guys 
sent us mirror signals to show ex-
actly where they were. Sure 
enough, right on the top. Les tele-
phoned me to say that ‘we have 
got up here, but we are a little un-
sure of how we get down’. They 
all got down safely on their bot-
toms, sliding down the granite 
rocks, stopping themselves with 
their feet. All were very satisfied 
with their achievement even if a 
little weary with sore legs and 
backs. Well done fellas.  
 

 

Some of us arrived early in the 
week and as we walked around 
the town, friendly locals chatted 
to us and gave us lots of informa-
tion. One lady, Jane McDonald 
was especially welcoming and 
came up to the showgrounds to 
give us follow on information 
about interesting locals who had 
their own private museums and 
of a Bush poet, Clive Rollingson, 
who came across on Saturday 
night to give us a recital.  
 

Whilst we were having morning 
tea on Saturday, the lady who 
runs the local museum even 
popped by to tell us the museum 
was open until 2pm. That 
prompted many members walk-
ing down town to see what the 
museum and the town offered. 
The local bakery was very popu-
lar and had very yummy pies. 
The hairdresser was ‘no appoint-
ment necessary’, and myself and 

several caravanner’s staying at 
the local caravan park had a very 
good reasonably priced hair cut. 
On Thursday, Les booked himself 
in for a reiki massage and after 
finding it so good Butch then 
went along. Both men swear that 
it was the best massage that they 
had ever had. When we next go 
through town and they are both 
open, Les will be calling in for a 
massage and I for a haircut.  
 

The Teebar Show was on Satur-
day with a number of members 
attending. Other members 
checked out Paradise Dam as it is 
now full and went on scenic 
drives around the district.  
 

Saturday afternoon the fire was lit 
early so we could all start cook-
ing once the fire died down to 
coals. Once the cooking had com-
menced and the word got around, 
members came from everywhere 
to watch and find out what we Mount Walsh with our four in-

trepid climbers. 
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In early February your Board held an-
other face to face meeting over a full 
weekend, this time hosted by Victorian 
Director Rob Tudor and wife Judy. 
Whilst a great number of topics were 
discussed, several items came up which 
will be of great interest to members - 
Marketing—As many are no doubt 
aware, Barry Konemenn has stepped 
down as ACC Marketing Manager. Barry  
has worked tirelessly and covered many 
thousands of kilometres marketing and 
promoting the ACC at every opportunity, 
for which the Club in general owes him 
(and the stalwart Jo) a huge debt of grati-
tude. Barry will still have his finger on 
the pulse as he remains in the Returning 
Officer position. 
Barry’s successor was confirmed as 
Brian Ward,  one of our Queensland 
based members. Brian is already well 
known to many of us through his enter-
tainment skills, and his enthusiasm and 
ideas will no doubt make him a valued 
member of your mamagement team. 
Club Shop—previously this also fell 
under Barry’s portfolio and will now be 
managed by one of our Queensland-
based Directors—Jenny Beausang. 
Caravan Insurance—the arrangement 
that the Club had with MHIA has now 
expired. The Board has commenced 
work on establishing an insurance 
scheme for members, which is proving to 
be a lengthy and difficult process. Whilst 
nothing has been firmed up as yet, the 
Board will continue to persue the matter 
so that members will reap maximum 
benefit from any decision made. 
Nomad Distribution—a poll of mem-
bers was recently conducted to determine 
the preferred delivery format for the No-
mad—electronic copy or hard copy. The 
overwhelming majority indicated that 
delivery by hard copy should continue. 
Many may not be aware that the prepara-
tion of the Nomad for mail-out was done 
by one of our Victorian-based member’s 
and his family. That member is no longer 
able to perform this vital (but very labour 
intensive) function and, as a result, the 
Board is now seeking expressions of in-
terest from several organisatons that pro-
vide vocational training for the handi-
capped—solves a problem for us, and 
provides support for them, a true win-win 
situation. 
FaSt (the ACC Farm Stay Program) - 
this program, which permits travelling 
members to stay for short terms on the 
property of other (volunteer) members is 
currently being developed under the 
steady hand of Director Tom Smith.  
Basic principles have been agreed and a 
paper, outlining the operation of the 
scheme, is being prepared for submission 
to the various state-based Local Govern-
ment Authorities, seeking their endorse-
ment of the proposal. 
Full details will be made available when 
finalised, but basically the scheme will 
consist of a service offered on a “member 
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Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an Email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

were cooking and how. While the 
stews and casseroles were cooking 
on the main fire, Aaron Travers 
set up his demonstration of cook-
ing with BBQ briquettes.  

He made several dampers 
throughout the afternoon which 
didn’t last very long once out of 
the aluminium foil trays and pro-
vided excellent commentary along 
the way on how to make them. 
Tables and stools were set up on 
the very large showground hall 
veranda so that we were all out of 
the wind whilst we ate our meals, 
with several members providing 
lighting for all.  
 

Our meal consisted of dampers, 
soups, casseroles, baked potatoes, 
and deserts provided by all attend-
ing. We certainly never went hun-
gry. Some members after their 
meal returned to the fire or ate 
their meal around the fire for 
warmth.  
 

Sunday dawned fine again and 
many members walked up the 
road to visit one of the locals very 
well stocked museum. As each 
returned they talked more mem-
bers into going up and having a 
look. More local scenic drives 
were untaken until 1.30pm when 
bocce started.  
 

Bocce has now become very 
popular on Sunday afternoon and 
now we need more bocce sets. If 
we had more sets we would have 
had more teams playing as now it 
the best of 3 games. Everyone gets 

3 games and the winner is who-
ever has won the most games 
outright, or if it is a tie then we 
keep going until we have a clear 
winner. Last time it looked like 
‘The Hopefulls’ were going to 
lose their last match so playing 
continued and at the last minute 
they won again and were clear 
winners with winning all 3 
games.  
 

Team names and scores were as 
follows after 3 games:  
 

Team 1, ‘The Windies’, Gail 
Gerchow and Gayle Tillson won 
2 games  
 

Team 2, ‘The Un Champs’, Neil 
Robinson and Russ Gerchow 
won none  
 

Team 3, ‘The In Laws’, Jenny 
Rehren and Narelle Hoffman 
won 2 games  
 

Team 4, ‘The Winners’, Les 
Quince and Kevin Smith won 2 
games  

Team 6, ‘The Sore Backs’, Matt 
Machielsen and Aaron Travers 
won none  
 

Team 7, ‘The Hot Chicks’, Polly 

Sonter and Evelyn Slade won 1 
game  
 

Team 8, ‘The Ass holes’, Peter 
Slade and John Hoffman won 2 
games  
 

By the way the score is now 
GIRLS 4 & BOYS 0, but who’s 
counting. Us girls are of course. 
Yehhh.  
 

Sunday night most of us ambled 
over to the Commercial Hotel for 
a pre-arranged meal. The Hotel 
doesn’t normally serve meals on 
a Sunday night but were very 
obliging and provided several 
meal options for us all to choose 
from. All that went to the Hotel 
were very pleased with their meal 
choices.  
 

Monday morning arrived and we 
all packed up our caravans and 
either headed home or continued 
on further for several more days. 
Another enjoyable muster, I think 
the musters are getting even bet-
ter if this is possible.  
 

ooOOoo 

Aaron demonstrating cookery with 
BBQ Briquettes 

The Winners! - Team 5, ‘The 
Hopefulls’, Carol Machielsen 
and Julianne Tucker Won 3 
games  
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before we went to the Wayside 
Motel for a dinner.  
As it was Nell Lilford’s Birthday 
today we all wished her a Happy 
Birthday and she received a deli-
cious dessert to finish off her 
meal. 

  

Port Broughton is a small South 
Australian town located on the 
Yorke Peninsula on the east coast 
of Spencer Gulf. It is situated 
about 170 km north west of Ade-
laide, and 56 km south of Port 
Pirie. The close proximity (two 
hours drive from Adelaide) makes 
it a popular tourist destination, 
with the number of people in town 
swelling to over 4000 in the sum-
mer holidays.  
 

History 
The land around Port Broughton 
was initially used for grazing, 
however the local conditions were 
unsuitable and the land was di-
vided up into acre lots and sold. 

Port Broughton was surveyed in 
1871 to service the surrounding 
wheat and barley growers on the 
recommendation of Captain Henry 
Dale. It is on a sheltered inlet 
called Mundoora Arm Inlet at the 
extreme northern end of Yorke 
Peninsula. The town is named af-
ter the Broughton River (named 
by Edward John Eyre for William 
Broughton, the first Anglican 
bishop of Australia) which flows 
into the gulf a few kilometres fur-
ther north. 
The Muster 
The Muster at Port Broughton was 
held at the Family Parks Port 
Broughton Caravan Park located 
on the beach close to town. As is 
always the case at these musters 
some members come a few days 
earlier and are already set up 
when the rest of us arrive.  We 
were expecting 13 vans for this 
muster and by Friday afternoon all 
had arrived safely.   
Our first event for the weekend 
was the Happy Hour held in the 
large camp kitchen. President 
Therese welcomed all members 
and guests to the muster and out-
lined some of the activities of the 
weekend.   

We were fortunate in having  
Derek and Gwen Hale from the 
Gipsland Gypsies join us for the 
weekend before they headed off 
for the West Coast and W.A..  
Therese advised the members 
about a request for us to host the 
2014 ACC National Muster.  
Derek gave us some information 
about his involvement in the 
Gipsland Gypsies’ bid to host the 
2012 Muster at Mallacoota Vic.  
The members present seemed to 
be keen on the idea of hosting a 
National Muster.  Therese will 
be making some enquiries at Lu-
cindale in the South East about 
using their Field Day grounds as 
a location.  More information 
will be provided at the Novem-
ber AGM meeting. 
After the Happy Hour, we all 
enjoyed a shared meal with cas-
seroles, goulashes and stews pro-
vided by participants.  The eve-
ning was finished of with a so-
cial gathering . Saturday morning 
we headed to Moonta for the 
Kernewek Lowender procession 

and festivities.  Lunch for us was 
in the Moonta Bakery eating 
Cornish pasties.  Back at the CP 
it was time for an afternoon tea  

Sundowners - Port 
Broughton Muster 

Alby Kramer (S00037) 
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Happy Hour in the Camp 
Kitchen. 

Back to the caravan park for  
afternoon tea! 

Happy Birthday Nell! 

Sunday morning saw us gather 
for a BYO breakfast outside the 
camp kitchen before some of us 
drove to Kadina, Moonta or Wal-
laroo for the Classic Cavalcade of 
cars rally through the Copper 
Coast towns.  By the afternoon 
some of the members who head 
to work the next day headed off 
for Adelaide and home. Most ex-
tended the stay until Monday and 
the diehards left on Tuesday.  
Overall it was a great muster and 
we all look forward to our next 
gathering. 

ooOOoo 

Port Broughton Sunset. 



and all reported it a magnificent 
attraction.  Many of us took ad-
vantage of the free time and gath-
ered our chairs for a leisurely 
morning tea and a social chat. 
Our traditional Boules heats were 
contested in the afternoon and 
semifinalists decided while we 
enjoyed our Happy Hour. 
 

That night we dined as a group at 
the local Bowling Club. 
 

Members David and Moya 
Ongley have friends, Paul and 
Bernadette Jones, who own a 
mine in the Grawin area.  Our 
group was very privileged to be 
invited to visit and see firsthand 
how it operates and also a con-
ducted tour of the area and we all 
enjoyed their wonderful hospital-
ity.  Our convoy departed bright 
and early in the morning and we 
travelled to their camp via a de-
tour as the main road is still cov-
ered by flood water from the 
Queensland floods.  Bernadette 
gave us a tour of their cabin and it 
is amazing how comfortable they 
have made it.  They served us a 

lovely morning tea and then took 
us on a guided tour of the district 
which took in Sheepyards Vil-
lage, Sheepyards Inn and the War 
Memorial.  The Memorial is a 
wonderful tribute to the local 
people fallen in several wars in-
cluding Vietnam.  It is situated 
beside a manmade dam and is 
nicely laid out with paths and has 
a pine tree which was grown from 
a seed of the original Lone Pine. 
 

From the Memorial we travelled 
to the Glen Garry Hilton Hotel 
for a delicious lunch after which  

Fourteen Vans of the Golden 
Westerners Branch gathered at 
Lightening Ridge Hotel Motel 
Caravan Park from 30th May until 
4th June for a muster. Five of those 
arrived on 29th and were settled in 
when the remainder arrived.  
 

The usual Meet and Greet was 
held the first afternoon with our 
President welcoming members 
and 2 guests, Helen and Roger 
Bonham.  Judy also paid tribute to 
Missy Furner, a member whom 
tragically lost her life in a vehicle 
accident while travelling on Kan-
garoo Island.    
 

Day two we were picked up by 
bus at the Park and taken on the 

Black Opal tour which was a 
comprehensive tour of the local 
mine area, a visit to the Walk-In 
mine, and treated to morning tea 
of scones, cream and Jam.  In the 
afternoon the energetic members 
tried out the thermal pool. Each 
afternoon the hotel holds a Trivia 
session and Van Park patrons 
enter their site number into a bar-
rel and during the trivia, three 
sites are drawn for a small prize.  
This became quite a ritual each  
 

afternoon and of course the 
warm and friendly fire was very 
welcome to gather around.  A 
couple of our vans drew multiple 
prizes over the few days as well 
as we had some very vocal trivia 
buffs whom also collected quite 
a few goodies. 
 

Day three was a leisure day 
when several members visited 
the Chambers of the Black Hand 

Golden Westerners 
Lightning Ridge 

Muster 
(Bev Bulley N00307) 

The almost mandatory group photo 

Going down Paul’s mine. 

Getting together at the Glengarry Hilton. 
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Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of informa-
tion about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

the hostess of the hotel gave us a 
very entertaining  talk on the his-
tory of the hotel and some ex-
tremely colourful characters of the 
district.  They are a very enterpris-
ing community supporting their 
own Fire Brigade and S.E.S.  
They also have a community Craft 
Shop which Bernadette had very 
kindly arranged to have opened 
for us. 
 

To complete the visit, we motored 
back to Paul and Bernadette’s 
camp and the brave of our group 
climbed straight down the metre 
diameter mine hole via a very nar-
row ladder for 32ft.  They thought 
it was a great and enlightening 
experience.  
 

Friday morning we met in the 
Beer Garden of the hotel for a 
communal breakfast and then 
gathered at the back of the vans to 
hold our General Meeting. When 
the meeting was adjourned we all 
did our own things until Happy 
Hour when the semi-finals  of the 
Boules was held.  When the win-
ning ladies team and the winning 
mens team were finally decided it 
was time for the great playoff be-
tween the sexes.  This was con-
tested between Glen Thompson 
and Max Penfold  versus Val Ed-
munds and Bev Bulley.  This time 
the ladies recaptured the title with 
lots of barracking from the female 
onlookers. 
 

Saturday morning we all set off, 
some for home and others travel-
ling on to other venues and speak-
ing from my point of view it was a 
great muster and everyone seemed 
to have a very enjoyable few days. 

ooOOoo 

While travelling this last July, I 
have talked to quite a few Cara-
vaner’s who are concerned about 
the closures of BUDGET 
CAMPING sites because of pres-
sure put on Local and State 
Govt.s by the Caravan Park’s. 
This is affecting a lot of RVers 
especially those that travel with 
pets.   

So when you have used a Budget 
Camp site near a town where you 
are spending money, please let 
the shop owner know that you 
are supporting their business be-
cause of the availability of the 
budget camp. This way the busi-
nesses in the town will be made 
aware and hopefully support the 
budget camping areas staying 
open. Research has shown that 
the average RVers spend about 
$100 per day when travelling. 

Budget Camps 
(Spread the Word!) 

We need ACC members to be 
pro-active in supporting Budget 
camping sites, so everyone has a 
choice on where they want to 
Camp. 
 

ooOOoo 

FaSt 

Pictured above is the latest host 
property to be added to the ACC 
FaSt scheme. 
 

More host properties are 
needed—for details contact Tom 
Smith at : 

thistlebank@bigpond.com 
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Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Sizes S to XXXXXL. May be embroidered with member name in green or gold. 
Stock No: S Polo. Desc: Polo Shirt 
 
  

  

 

  
 
Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 
Stock No: S Club Cap. Desc: Club Cap 
  

  

 

  
 
Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
Stock No: S Club Flag. Desc: Club Flag 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Club Sticker, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
Stock No: S Van Sticker. Desc: Club Van Sticker. 
Note: If purchased with another item postage charges do not apply for this item. 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours 
of green & gold. 
Stock No: Stubby. Desc: Club Stubby Holder 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for this item is free. 
  

  

 

  
 

ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and 
web address in green & gold. 
We must order these in lots of 50, so when orders held amount to 50, purchasers will be 
advised that payment is required. 
  

 

  
 
Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  
A MUST for all travellers. 
Stock No: Aucal. Desc: Australia Calling 
 

  
  
  
 

 
Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 

“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson Lakes 
Vic 3197” 

The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
 
  

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the Nomad mail slip. 
Club Shop 
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Date 2011 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 
Sep 9—11 Family Firesiders QLD Neurum Creek Muster Stuart Scullett 

Dean 
07 4123 6142 

Sep 9—11 Hunter Ramblers NSW Harrington Muster Cheryl Sherlock 02 4987 0043 

Sep 9—11 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Canungra Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 54949252 

Sep 16—18 Swan River Rovers WA Dalwallinu Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Sep 16—18 Southern Nomads VIC Halls Gap Muster Brian Padgham 0407 596 495 

Oct 1—11 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Bingara Tagalong Bevan Wittwer 07 54949252 

Sep 16—26 Sundowners SA Narracoote Muster & Tag Alby Kramer 08 8252 9260 

Oct 3—11 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Bingara Tagalong Ian Reid 03 9766 4843 

Sep 30—Oct 3 Southern Cross Overlanders SA McLaren Vale Muster Geoff Chatfield 08 8265 1727 

Oct 5—10 Sydney City Slickers NSW Bingara Tagalong Deb Cohen 02 9326 4515 

Oct 11—16 Australian Caravan Club NAT 2011 National Muster ACC Secretary 1800 734 493 

Oct 17—22 Golden Westerners NSW Stockton Muster Bev Bulley 02 6889 1254 

Nov 18—20 Southern Nomads VIC Yarrawonga Muster Brian Padgham 0407 596 495 

Nov 24—27 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Mallacoota Muster Ian Reid 03 9766 4843 

Dec 2—5 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Redcliffe Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 54949252 

Coming Events 

2011 National Muster 
Will be held at Bingara (NSW) on October 11—16th 
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	While relaxing with a friend Judy [a fellow A.C.C. member] and a cuppa under the awning of our caravan at a campsite near Mackay, my companion noticed a slow movement out of the corner of her eye about three metres away.  Her sudden attentive look in that direction and her comment, “Ah, I think you should lift your feet” alerted me to the fact that something was amiss.

