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From The Editor 
 

G’Day everyone—you’ll notice 
that we are a bit late again, hum-
blest apologies to all—I think 
Lionel must have sent Murphy to 
our place while he is up north. 
 

The latest little mishap was a vi-
rus attack that not only disabled 
my email, but also scrambled a 
random selection of files—one of 
which was the Nomad! I think 
we’ve put it back together well, at 
least no obvious errors are jump-
ing out at me. 
 

However this incident has high-
lighted not only the need for vigi-
lance while on-line, but also the 
need to have our security soft-
ware constantly up to date and 
running. 
 

How alert are you to the sophisti-
cated threats that the on-line com-
munity (which includes the ma-
jority of us) has to deal with—
particularly when on the road?  
 

Take care guys, there are some 
nasty little buggers in internet-
land! 

Cheers, Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Summer) issue is November 

10th, 2012. 

Geeze its hard to ge a decent feed 
when on the road!  
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From the Chair 

Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an Email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

I started writing this while camped 
at Ellery Creek in the West Mac-
Donald Ranges (west of Alice 
Springs), where we have seen 
some spectacular  Gorges and 
lookouts. 
 

We left home on the 2nd of July 
heading for Barcaldine and the 
Chairmans Muster (see report 
elsewhere), then onto Hughenden, 
the showground is a good place to 
budget camp.  
 

Then its west to Tenant Creek and 
south to Alice, from where we 
head to SA for two branch mus-
ters in August and a meeting with 
an Insurance broker, to see if we 
can develope an insurance scheme 
for members. 
 

Then over to Rutherglen for a 
meeting with the 2012 National 
Muster Team and other members 
who will be there. That will be a 
700klms day. 
 

Almost forgot! On the way to Bar-
caldine we stopped at the River-
sands Winery, in St George. They 
are members of the ACC and very 
keen to assist with any ACC 
events, Branch Musters, etc that 
may be planned for the St George 
area. Good on you, guys! 
 

On our trip we have met up some 
members who are also on the 
road, I enjoyed catching up with 
them. The tyre covers and Club 
stickers are a dead give away. 
 

The National Muster is shaping up 
to be a record breaker  and I am 

looking forward catching up with 
everyone there. 
 

The ACC received an invitation 
from the NSW Dpt. of Transport,  
for input on their proposed 
changes to Caravan and Trailer 
Registration charges.,  I met with 
them in June, a report is else-
where. I feel the ACC is starting 
to be recognised as major repre-
sentative for RVer’s.A very nice 
feeling after all the work that has 
been done. 
 

One thing that came out of the 
meeting was the need for data on 
how much we spend when trav-
elling, so if anyone has data 
could you please send it to me so 
that we  can collate the data into 
useful information, that we can 
use in cases such as this. 
 

The club attended the Caravan 
Shows in Perth, Sydney and 
Brisbane. Thank you to all those 
that helped run the stands and 
make these events a great suc-
cess. We met a member who 
joined at the Sydney show in Al-
ice Springs. 
 

The Caravan and Motorhome 
Magazine have contacted the 
club asking for articles to put in 
their magazines, they have a few 
different publications. We have 
put information up on our web-
site and in the “Nomad”, so if 
you can contribute please do so, 
this is agreat chance to raise the 
club profile and have the pleas-
ure of having some of your own 
printed in a National Magazine. 
 

When I mentioned our FaST 
Scheme, we were asked for an 
article, only had 2 days to do it, 
so again a team effort was 
needed to achieve a result, but 
we made it! 
 

Just like that old TV show used 
to say (someone will remind me 
of the name), “Let’s be careful 
out there” and safe travels. 
 

Tom. 
ooOOoo 

FaSt 
 

FaSt—our Farm Stay scheme, is 
growing slowly but surely!  
 

All it needs to help it grow a bit 
faster is YOU! 
 

Our present bank of FaSt hosts 
was put together as a result of 
member input, members have 
reported glowingly on their ex-
periences, after staying with 
various hosts—so why not give it 
a go? 
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The web site at last said that the 
roads to the Top of the Cape were 
open so we did a final shop in 
Cairns and headed north.  Our first 
real test for our new SLR Pre-
mium Offroad van had begun. At 
Laura the bitumen ends so we let 
the tyre pressures down, sealed 
the door vent on the van and put 
the stone shield on the back win-
dow of the Pajero.  The shield was 
a thing of beauty, made out of two 
signs from the recent Queensland 
local government elections, white 
outside but inside the car some 
unsuccessful ginger haired politi-
cian smirked into the rear view 
mirror in stereo. The  Peninsular 
Developmental Road was very 
good as it was early in the season 
and  had recently been graded but 
great dust clouds were thrown up. 
First night was at the camp ground 
at Hann River Roadhouse where 
we had guinea fowl, peacocks and 
a friendly young emu visiting our 
campsite. 
 

Coen is the only "town" in this 
part of the Cape York peninsular, 
other "civilization" is just the 
roadhouses that provide fuel, 
food, mechanical repairs and 
camping.  The best thing about 
Coen, was the anticipation not the 
reality. It has two small stores 
(shut on Sunday when we were 
there), a pub, hospital and govern-
ment offices. At least there was 
phone coverage so we spoke to 
the kids and grandkids for Moth-
ers’ day.  That night we camped at 
the very pleasant Archer River 
Roadhouse and as it was Mothers’ 

day we dined out, had an Archer 
burger, justifiably famous in this 
part of the world. 
 

It had started to rain on and off 
and while the roads were good 
this early in the season the dust 
became mud and a bit slippery in 
parts, luckily the van follows 
well even in very slippery stuff. 
An advantage of travelling this 
early in the season is that the 
creek crossings, rivers, lily la-
goons etc still have a lot of water 
in them and the country is very 
green.  We only met one crossing 
where we stopped and got out to 

inspect it before we crossed, it 
was no problem. We were seeing 
plenty of bird life, flocks of 
budgies, bustards, blue winged 
kookaburras, jabirus and brolgas, 
including a pair "dancing". 
 

To camp in any National Park on 
the Cape you require an e-
booking which can only be done 
in advance online or at a touch-
screen at a few centres.  It is not a 
popular innovation as many peo-
ple, us included, do not want to 
have to book in advance when 
our style of travel is to make de-
cisions about where to go and 
where to camp as the journey un-
folds.   
 

On the other side of the coin, 
there are so many people travel-
ling that route now and only lim-
ited camp sites available.  We 
dragged the van along 13k of nar-
row sandy track to the Heathlands 
National Parks office to get a 
camping permit (not allowed to 
camp without getting one first) 
only to find the gates locked and 
no one there.  It must have been 
too early in the season but a no-
tice at the road junction would 
have saved us and many others a 
rough 26k round trip for nothing.  
We ended up that night at a free 

camp site at Sailor Creek just out-
side the park and only us there. 
We unhitched the van and trav-
elled part of the Old Telegraph 
Track, pretty rough, to the beauti-
ful Eliot and Twin Falls then back 
to Fruit Bat Falls where we had a 

Cape York 

Lindsay Marshall (N00178) 

Jardine River Ferry 
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great swim.  The water levels 
were still pretty high so the falls 
were pumping, the water was not 
cold and we could have a free 
massage under the cascades.  Not 
to be missed and better than any 
expensive spa treatment! No crocs 
there because they can't get up the 
falls and cascades and the area 
does not get inundated in the wet 
as most of the Cape does. 

We got to the Jardine River ferry 
the next morning, the only way to 
the Cape except by plane or ship 
to Seisia and paid our $77 for 
crossing and entry permit, senior's 
rate.  It is $88 per car, $99 with 
trailer/van for non seniors. North 
of the Jardine is all indigenous 
land and the permit covers all that 
area and the return ferry cross-
ing.  Seems a lot at first but you 
can stay as long as you like, free 
camp in many areas, the commu-
nities are neat, tidy, clean, parks 
and common areas are well main-
tained, I think we are getting more 
than our money's worth.  
 

We booked into Seisia Holiday 

Park for three nights but ex-
tended it to a week.  We had a 
beachfront site, looking across 
the Gulf of Carpentaria towards 

the Torres Straight Islands, shady 
trees, coconut palms, tropical 
gardens, sunsets over the Gulf. 
The only down side was that 

while it is a lovely beach you 
can't swim, big snapping lizards 
about. Actually when asked, the 
indigenous manager of the park 
said with a big grin, "You can go 
in the water... just be quick".  
Seisia and Bamaga (6k inland) 
are Islander communities, nearby 
Injinoo, New Mapoon and Um-
agica are Aboriginal communi-
ties.  Most have a supermarket 
and Bamaga has PO, government 
offices, hospital and a Bakehaus 
with a proper coffee machine. It 
feels a bit like being on an island, 
laid back and friendly people. 
The supermarket at Seisia is very 
well stocked with all you could 
ask for and priced appropriately 
considering the delivery charges 
as some is flown in and the rest 
comes by ship.  
 

It was interesting to watch the 
unloading and loading of the sup-
ply ships that bring EVERY-
THING in from Cairns. A roll-on/
roll-off barge comes in on Thurs-
day and the MV Trinity Bay 
cargo ship on Monday.  The Trin-

The track to the National Parks 
Office. 
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ity Bay also carries about thirty 
passengers and several years ago 
we had arrived in Seisia via 
Thursday and Horn Islands, on the 
ship. Most tourists who stay in 
Seisia do the day trip on the ferry/
tour boat that goes to Thursday 
Island and Horn Island and all we 
talked to said it was a great trip. 
    

We drove to the car park at "The 
Tip" and did the walk to the 
pointy end of Australia, a rough, 
hot walk, probably not even 1k 
each way but up and down over 
rocky outcrops, took the obliga-
tory photos.  We visited Somerset 
where in the mid 1800's the gov-
ernment set up an administration 
outpost, later moved to Thursday 
Island.  It must have been a tough 
life for those early settlers, tough 
on the indigenous populations 
also. 
 

During WW2 there was a tremen-
dous amount of activity on Cape 
York, Horn Island etc. It was 
pretty well the front line, you can 
just about see New Guinea from 
here.  Bamaga airport uses what 
was one of many hastily built air-
fields and in the bush around it are 
several wartime plane wrecks, 
some fairly intact even after 70 
years, including a Beaufort 
Bomber and a C47 Dakota.  There 
are also tens of thousands of rust-
ing 44 gallon fuel drums just 
dumped in the bush. 
 

Let's get one thing up front right 
now, we are not fisher-
men!  However, when we travel, 
especially to tropical climes, we 
occasionally drop expensive bait 
into the water, feed the fish then 
go to a shop and order fish and 
chips. So when I tell you I caught 
my biggest ever fish, a big golden 
trevally, off the wharf here you 
will understand my excitement.  It 
was not the only one we caught 
either.  Day one we bought some 
squid bait and got nary a nibble, 
day two we bought a "jiggler" like 
the locals, caught live sardines 
and hey presto, success! A jiggler 
is about a dozen tiny hooks on a 

length of line that you jiggle in a 
school of bait fish, it is almost as 
much fun as catching the big 
ones.  Note to any would be 
fisher person: see what the local 
Aboriginal or Islander women 
and kids are doing and where 
they are fishing.  They never use 
fancy rods and reels either, just 
simple hand reels with 100-200lb 
breaking strain lines.   
 

We headed south again and 
camped overnight at Moreton 
Telegraph Station, now a very 
nice campground and accommo-
dation for outback tours.  It is on 
the Wenlock River which still 
had a lot of wa-
ter flowing 
down it.  There 
is a large pool 
known as the 
Barra Pool but 
we didn't see 
any barramundi 
but did see a 
large sting ray, 
quite a surprise 
s o  f a r 
inland.  We did 
see lots of the 
beautiful Eclectus parrots and 
glossy black Great Palm cocka-
toos. There is so much history at 
many of these places, always 
worth investigating. 
 

We arrived in Weipa, a typical 
remote mining town, with a nice 

shady campground, a Woolworth 
supermarket and other shops, 
time to restock.  I caught a 
Queenfish from the refuelling 
jetty, so big I could not lift it 
from the water to the jetty.  The 
cavalry arrived to help but as we 
lifted it, it got off the hook.  Glad 
he saw it or he may not have be-
lieved me.  We spent four days in 
Weipa as we were waiting for 
Lakefield National Park to open 
on June 1st.  There is not a lot to 
do in Weipa so when we left the 
pantry was restocked, hair was 
cut, the van was clean (ish), the 
car was clean (ish), the washing 
was clean (ish), you NEVER get 
all of the red soil colour out. We 
could have done the bauxite mine 
tour as most tourists do but we 
have both seen plenty of mines 
and mining areas before. 
 

We took the road towards Port-
land Roads to Batavia Goldfield, 
crossing the Wenlock River. I 
waded across first to get the 
obligatory river-crossing-with-
van photos, no crocs up that far 
theoretically. We unhitched the 
van and explored the gold mining 
relics of which there were quite a 
lot. Unlike gold fields in other 
parts of the country, these are so 
remote that it was too difficult 

and too expensive to take ma-
chinery away when mining ended 
and it has not been souvenired to 
end up in someone’s front yard as 
an ornament. We had a swim in 
the clear, clean river in lieu of a 
shower, saving our water and gas, 

The best fish, ever! 

Early season river crossing. 
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then hitched up the van and 
moved it back across the river to a 
lovely little lagoon for the night. 
There was an aboriginal couple 
camped by the river but we had 
the lagoon to ourselves. 
 

We put two "opera house" nets in 
the lagoon with a punctured tin of 
cat food in each for bait, hoping 
for some red-claw or yabbies. 
When we pulled them out in the 
morning all we had were two 
small fish and a file snake. Now 
we've seen aboriginal women and 
kids wade into lagoons and pick 
up huge file snakes from around 
the roots of water lilies so we 
know they are sluggish and harm-
less, good bush tucker. BUT a 
snake is a snake is a snake as far 
as we are concerned, so it would 
have been interesting to any by-
stander, especially an indigenous 
one, to watch Leigh trying to get 
the snake out of his pot. I helped, I 
took the photos. It solved the 
problem itself by flattening itself 
and sliding out between the frame 
of the net, not for nothing is it 
called a file snake! 
 

Back on the Cape York Develop-
mental Road the next day we set 
up camp for two nights at The 
Bend just a couple of k's north of 
Coen. It is a lovely grassy, free 
camping area on a bend (who'd a 
thought it) of the Coen river, with 
sandy beaches and clear, clean 
water, more swimming instead of 
showers and a couple of yabbies 
in the nets. We woke to the sound 
of dingos howling across the river 
and a net full of red claw. We had 
another look at Coen, it hadn’t 
grown but looked a bit better on a 
week day and we bought some of 
the very limited groceries avail-
able in the shop. It has a small, 
free, but very interesting museum 
in the Cape York History House, 
mainly gold mining and telegraph 
station memorabilia. We checked 
out Charlie's Mine Camping Area, 
3 k out of Coen. Charlie is best 
described as "a colourful local 
identity" and his camp ground as 
"quirky". He is still gold mining 

there, obviously built all the 
buildings himself, has eccentric 
"stuff" everywhere but it would 
be interesting and quite comfort-
able to stay there. He has a sepa-
rate part of the place for "noisy 
generators" and " noisy kids", 
now there is a good idea. 
 

After a night at Laura and a pub 
dinner we finally headed for 
Lakefield National Park.  We 
forded the Normanby River at 
Kalpower Crossing as we were 
going to camp at Pandanus Park, 
the retreat set up for and by Viet-
nam Vets and now open to any 
serving or ex military person. It 
was an exciting crossing as it is a 
long, curving ford with a lot of 
water flowing over it and you 
cannot see the exit on the other 
side. It is definitely not the place 
to wade across to check it out 
first as it is prime croc territory. 
We knew that a couple of vans 
had already crossed there so we 
forged ahead.  Pandanus Park is 
remote, no facilities, just bush 
camping and accessed by a rough 
couple of wheel tracks through 
the long grass for 22km.  We 
camped right beside the river but 
on a high bank (crocs) and 
caught enough cherubim (giant 
freshwater prawns) in our pots 
for bait and dinner (wrapped in 
bacon on skewers and grilled, 
three each was enough, they are 
big). We hooked up a couple of 
very big fish, probably Barra, but 
broke the line each time. We just 
did not have the right gear for the 
fish they catch there. You are 
supposed to have 100kg breaking 
strain line with a wire trace but 
suffice to say that our gear fell 
well short of that. 
 

After a couple of days there we 
headed back to Laura, said thank 
goodness for bitumen roads 
again and said goodbye to Cape 
York.  We had not planned a 
route home so started to give that 
some thought. Neither of us was 
keen to go back via the coast so 
we decided to go home via - 

Birdsville, the Birdsville Track 
and the Strzelecki Track.  But 
that’s another story. 
 

Facts at a Glance 
How far is it? From Cairns to the 
Tip is approximately 1050 kilo-
metres 
 

Road surface? Bitumen to 
Laura (300k) Gravel Laura to 
Tip. Condition of road depends 
on what part of the season you go 
and whether it has been graded 
recently. 
 

When to go? During the Dry 
(approximately May to Novem-
ber) 
 

How long do we need? The trip 
from Cairns and back can be done 
in two weeks but allow plenty of 
extra time to detour to other 
places and attractions off the 
track. This may be the only time 
you get there so make the most of 
the opportunity. 
 

Is fuel available? Yes it is at all 
towns and roadhouses. 
 

Are there supermarkets? Yes 
there are major supermarkets at 
Weipa and at each community at 
the tip. 
 

Where to stay: Paid camping at 
the roadhouses and stations as 
well as Coen, Weipa and Seisia. 
Free camping at the Tip as part of 
the Jardine Ferry ticket. Prepaid 
camping in National Parks. 
 

If I do not want to take my 
van? If you have a 4WD but you 
do not want to take your van, you 
can store your van at various 
places between Cairns and Laura 
and either camp in your own tent, 
join a paid tour or stay in booked 
accommodation. 

ooOOoo 
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Stoney Creek Holiday Park, 
Telegraph Point Wednesday 20 
June to Tuesday 27 June 
 

Heading further north from 
Forster, we drove along the Pa-
cific Highway which gave us a 
fairly fast trip but not a great deal 
of scenery.  We bypassed many 
small towns, including Taree and 
Harrington.  However we arrived 
at Telegraph Point on a beautiful 
afternoon.  
The park is very nice and spa-
cious, set around two lakes which 
are used for water skiing.  There 
are a number of cabins, a nice 

amenities block, camp kitchen 
and bunkhouse.  There weren’t 
many trees, mainly some palms 
dotted around.  However there 
were open grasslands and a 
pretty area that sloped down to a 
little lake filled with water lilies 
and other reeds and had its own 
small island in the middle.  The 
ducks and other water birds 
loved it.  Lily and Bertie also 
loved it one evening after a big 
run around and playing with 
their toys.  They decided to cooI 
off in the lake.  They ended up 
covered in mud.  Bertie actually 
went for a full swim.  I spent the 

next couple of hours washing 
them, taking three lots of sham-
poo each to get them clean and 
then drying them with the hair 
dryer.  Oh the fun of having 
naughty dogs!!  
The park would be very popular 
during the holidays, especially in 
the summer, but there were not 
many people there while we vis-
ited.  It is situated about 20km 
slightly north-east of Port Mac-
quarie. 

On Wednesday afternoon we 
drove into Port and had a look 

The Meandering Millars 

Like a few of us, Peter and Janet Millar (Q00425) keep an on-line diary of their travels—here’s a sample - 
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along the Pacific Highway, pass-
ing through attractive country-
side. 
We arrived at the Bellingen 
River Park in the rain and set up 
just metres from the river on a 
double slab, which was good be-
cause the grass around was very 
boggy.  The park is small but 
neat and tidy.  There are a few 
permanents but it is a quiet 
friendly place.  There are some 
cabins which are built about four 
metres above the ground as ap-
parently the place does flood. 
It poured raining all the first 
night and I had dreams in the 
early morning of the river flood-
ing.  At first light I had to look 
out the window to make sure the 
water wasn’t lapping the 
van.  Thankfully it was still 
about a metre below the bank. 
Thursday just rained and rained 
so we hardly peeped outside the 
van.  Friday dawned much 
brighter with the sun peeking 
through.  The place came alive 
with the pretty colours of the 
shrubs along the river bank and 
the lovely trees across the other 
side. 
We set off a little south and went 
to Urunga, a small nearby 
town.  It is a lovely little 

town.  We parked down on the 
water front near a park which has 
a small open caravan park next to 
it.  Walking along the path 
through the park we approached 
the boardwalk which winds its 
way out across the mudflats and 
through the mangroves.  After 
about a kilometre along the 
boardwalk it finally reaches the 
beach.  What a lovely walk! 
From Urunga we drove further 
south to Nambucca Heads.  This 
is a hilly town but didn’t impress 
us very much.  It is not very 
beautiful with an ordinary estuary 
beachfront.  There is an interest-
ing walk out along the breakwa-
ter towards the ocean area 
through the estuary.   
However we found a bakery and 
bought some small tarts then fish 
and chips, finally finding a shady 
spot to eat them.  Consequently 
we didn’t need dinner that 
night.  The weather was showery 
that morning but cleared to a 
lovely fine late afternoon. 
We decided to put the annex up 
which proved to be a little more 
difficult than first imagined.  It 
had been some time since it had 
been used and everything was 
rather stiff.  However at last it 
was up and it made such a differ-
ence to have that extra “room” 

around.  It reminded 
me of Manly with the 
many Norfolk pines 
and the main streets 
that run between the 
quiet river side and 
the ocean.  It seems to 
be a thriving modern 
town with many holi-
d a y  a p a r t m e n t s 
around the fore-
shore.  The main 
street is covered in 
stages by shade cloth 
and has a busy mall 
atmosphere.  
On another outing we 
called into Ricardo’s 
Tomato & Strawberry 
Farm where there are 
two acres of tomatoes in green 
houses and strawberries growing 
in vines along the walls.  It is a 
"pick your own strawberries" 
where you are given a bucket to 
gather them then they are 
weighed and packaged on the 
way out.  They were reasonably 
priced at $16.00 per kg.  We vis-
ited the café where there was a 
huge array of honey, preserves, 
chutneys, pickles and sweets all 
locally produced.  I spied a plate 
of waffles and strawberries go 
past which made my mouth wa-
ter.  However we didn’t linger. 
We had several lovely clear days 
and then the clouds gathered 
again and down came the rain for 
the last day or two of our visit. 
 

 Bellinger River Park at Repton 
Wednesday 28 June to Tuesday 
10 July 

Once again we packed up in the 
rain.  We headed on further north 
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attached to the van, especially on 
days that had a brisk breeze. 
On Friday we drove around the 
neighbouring villages of Repton, 
Raleigh, Milestom and Hungry 
Head.  Not much in each of them 
although they are prettily set be-
side the river and seaside areas. 
Saturday dawned clear and beauti-
ful.  We phoned Andrew to wish 
him a happy birthday.  All the 
family was at Polathanga (near 
Charters Towers) with the Ievers, 
for a camp draft.  They were all 
enjoying a long weekend, as it 
was show holiday in Townsville 
on the Monday.   
One afternoon I took the dogs for 
a walk along the busy road beside 
the river up to the railway bridge 
that crosses the river on the way 
to Mylestom.   The passenger 
train goes across  at 8.00am every 
morning which I watch from the 
van while sitting in bed reading 
and having my morning cup of 
tea.  Other trains cross at differing 
times, one about 11.00 pm which 
is rather noisy. 
On Monday we drove west 

walked along the main street ad-
miring the sights and visited the 
Sweet Shop which was an exqui-
site little shop, beautifully pre-
sented and run by a lovely lady 
who I chatted to for some time 
while selecting some peanut brit-
tle and English liquorice allsorts, 
which we just had to have. 
On the way back from Dorrigo 
we turned off to the Dorrigo 
Rainforest Centre where I left 
Peter with the dogs in the car and 
went to explore the skywalk.  It 
is a boardwalk set high above the 
rainforest.  It is only about 50m 
long and ends in a spectacular 
lookout spot.  The view out over 
the rainforest and across to the 
rolling mountain range dotted 
here and there with cleared 
patches of farm land, is magnifi-
cent.  Looking down through the 
canopy of the rainforest to the 
forest floor is a wonderful per-
spective one doesn’t often get to 
see. 
From the Rainforest Centre we 
drove back down the mountains 
and stopped at Bellingen. What a 
dear little town it is!  Along the 

through Bellingen and 
a couple of other small 
hamlets like Thora and 
Fernmount along the 
Waterfall Way to Dor-
rigo.  The road passes 
through lush farm lands 
before it rises into the 
m o u n t a i n  r a n g e s 
through thickly wooded 
forests, Bellinger Na-
tional Park, up into the 
most beautiful Gond-
wana National Park 
which features some 
spectacular waterfalls 
before reaching the pla-
teau of more rolling 
farm land and the town-
ship of Dorrigo. 
 Dorrigo is a pretty lit-
tle town and was quite 
busy on the bright 
Monday morning.  We 

main street there are some lovely 
shops and three impressive build-
ings built by the same archi-
tect.  They are the Post Office, 
the Police station and residence 
and the Court House.  Another 
building which is distinctive is 
the Emporium, still being run as a 
clothing store.  I ventured in to 
inspect the range which was very 
nice.  The lady there was helpful 
in making suggestions for the 
outfit I am seeking for the wed-
ding. 
Along a side street lined with 
huge old trees are several cafes 
and restaurants all with al fresco 
dining areas.  At the Swiss Patis-
serie & Bakery we bought some 
very tasty sandwiches and ate 
them in the little park area oppo-
site. 
Thursday we drove to Coffs Har-
bour and had a look around 
there.  We walked out along the 
wide jetty which provides a 
lovely view back to the town-
ship.  The suburb and shopping 
centre around there is known as 
The Jetty. 
On the return journey we turned 
off and went to Sawtell, a town 
which has beautiful big fig trees 
down the centre of the shopping 
area.  It is also known for the ve-
randah posts which line the 
street.  There we bought some 
fish and chips for lunch.  On the 
counter of the fish shop was a jar 
which read: "Ashes of Problem 
Customers”.  It really tickled my 
fancy so I took a photo of it.  We 
ate our lunch down at the beach. 
On Saturday we returned to 
Urunga to do a little shopping 
and then visited the Honey Place 
where you can view a working 
hive by opening doors and seeing 
the busy bees working.  After 
tasting several delicious varieties 
we choose Blue Top, a lovely 
one. 
The people we met during our 
stay were very friendly and we 
had many happy chats with them 
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Showgrounds in Grafton which 
were pretty basic but central to 
town and fairly quiet.  We were 
welcomed by a lovely couple next 
to us who were from Buderim, 
Noel and Judy. 

We had a good look around Graf-
ton and surrounding areas, did a 
big shop at the Shopping World 
and looked in dress shops for 
clothes for the wedding.  Unfortu-
nately it was the big race week in 
Grafton, the shops shut early 
Wednesday and Thursday and 
most of the nice stock had walked 
out the door during the previous 
week.  I went back for a further 
look on Friday morning before the 
left. 
The Clarence River is a main fea-
ture of Grafton and the famous 
bridge linking South Grafton with 
the main town is unique.  It has 
bends at either end as you ap-
proach and leave the bridge and it 
is quite narrow.  It used to open 
but has been sealed now for 
years.  It is a two storey bridge 
with trains and pedestrian traffic 
undernea th  the  veh ic les ’ 
road.  There are some lovely old 
buildings in the town and of 
course most of the streets are 
lined with the famous jacaranda 
trees.  At our time there the leaves 
were all golden, ready to drop be-
fore the beautiful blossoms in Oc-
tober.  Some streets have enor-
mous figs growing along them 
too. 
Yamba Friday 13 July to Thurs-
day 19 July 
After a further fruitless clothes 
shopping expedition on Friday 
morning, we left Grafton and 
headed yet further north to Yamba 
where we booked into the Yamba 
Waters Caravan Park.   We imme-
diately met a man, Gary, surpris-
ingly from Townsville, sited next 
to us, and Janine, behind us.  Both 
are travelling by themselves and 
were very nice.  Janine has a cute 
dog called Poppy and a Burmese 
cat, Minnie.  Later in the week 
another lady travelling by herself, 

Denise, from Perth and her dog 
Tom, who we had met at Bellin-
ger River, also arrived near us. 
The park was very neat with 
three amenities blocks, a games’ 
room, two swimming pools, one 
heated, several cabins, a motel 
block and quite a few perma-
nents most of whom live in 
lovely cottages.  There was a 
grassed area beside us which led 
to the creek.  It was a handy spot 
to play with the dogs. 
Yamba is a thriving town with a 
nicely set out shopping area, a 
big bowling club, yacht club and 
golf/country club with a gated 
housing community next to the 

golf course.  There are rows of 
apartment blocks lining the 
ocean side, several of which are 
holiday resorts.  There are hills 
which rise immediately behind 
the town area.  Just before the 
town is a large modern housing 
estate where there is a Coles 
shopping mall with Target Coun-
try, etc. 
 

On Saturday morning we drove 
to the nearby town of Maclean 
which is a very Scottish town.  It 
is set beside a wide part of the 
Clarence River and it reminded 
me of Loch Ness in Scot-
land.  Indeed there were a cou-
ple of references to “Nessy” in 
the town.  

 

 The markets were on so we 
spent some time wandering 
around.  The dogs especially 
enjoyed meeting all the other 

dogs there as well, a few of 
which they had already met at 
the van park.  We toured the 
shops and went down to the wa-
ter front.  I had a look in a couple 
of dress shops.  After a drive 
around the outskirts of the town 
we headed back to Yamba. 

 

 On Sunday it was a much finer 
day although rather windy.  The 
laundry bag was full again so I 
spent the morning doing the 
washing.  We cooked a boneless 
roast lamb for dinner. 
 

Monday morning was spent 
scouring the dress shops in town 
for the wedding outfit.  There 
were about six shops to look 

through and although I was out-
fitted in one shop it wasn’t ex-
actly what I had in mind so didn’t 
go ahead with it.  I also went to 
the supermarket for a few things. 
 

The breakwater beckoned on 
Tuesday morning so we set out 
for a walk along it out towards 
the small harbour entrance.  It 
was a very pleasant walk.  We 
then drove up to the lighthouse 
and the replica one which is now 
used as a radio station. 
 

Angourie (noisy ocean) and 
Wooloweyah (big cedars) were 
visited on Thursday.  Angourie is 
a small seaside village with a 
lovely beach famous for its 
breaks.  Next to the ocean is a 
pretty large pool formed after 
quarrying of sandstone in past 
years and now known as the Blue 
Pool.   

ooOOoo 
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Just a note to let you all know the 
ACC had a stand at this years 
Brisbane Caravan Show. I was 
given the honor leading this effort 
for the Club. 
 

Many members of the Moreton 
Bay Drifters offered their services 
for the cause along with ACC 
members from other SEQ 
branches and as a result it proved 
a very enjoyable and rewarding 
time. My assistant for the week 
(as my wingman) was Cec Caterer 
- The Club Shop Dude. We started 
each day at about 7am getting our 
first beer each night around 7pm - 
12 hour days, phew !!!! 
 

The extensive renovations at the 
Brisbane RNA Show grounds 
proved a challenge for the organ-
isers with parking at a premium - 
train travel was the preferred op-
tion - however, this proved not be 
a real issue as the crowds 
streamed in with 16,000 visitors 
on Saturday. The weather did turn 
nasty over the last couple of days 

(very un QLD like) which proba-
bly did effected numbers over 
all. 
 

Through the week our volunteers 
handed out over 3,800 ACC ap-
plication forms. We signed up 27 
new members at the show. How 
many of those 3,800 applications 
are actually returned is yet to be 
seen. History has taught us that 
these can be returned up to 2 
years after the fact. 
 

The club is growing from 
strength to strength, this was evi-
dent by the people seeking us out 
at the show. Also, if the atten-
dance at the recent “Drifters Yar-
raman Muster” is any guide with 
all the new faces attending, then 
the club will evolve into some-

thing of which we should be very 
proud. 
 

We had visits from various 
“Board Members” Craig, Jenny 
and also from past Chairman 
Lionel.   

“Thank you” to all volunteers for 
you most welcome assistance, 
hopefully we can do this again 
next year. 
 

ooOOoo 

running due to an empty gas cyl-
inder.   
 

We switched over to our other 
gas cylinder and on trying to re-
start the refrigerator it would not 
start.  I then tried to start it on 12 
volt power without success.  The 
refrigerator error light on the 
front panel was also lit up. 
 

I phoned Dometic and was in-
formed that the refrigerator had 
gone into an error mode and to 
reset this I had to turn off the re-
frigerator on the front control 
panel, disconnect the 12 volt bat-
tery power supply and leave for 5 
minutes and then reconnect the 
12 volt battery supply and then 
the refrigerator could be started 
up on gas. 
 

In my case I was able to remove 2 
fuses, thus achieving the same as 
disconnecting the batteries (One 
fuse, in my case 30 amp that sup-
plies the power to the refrigerator 
cooling circuit and the 2nd fuse 
that supplies power to the refrig-
erator circuit board). 
 

I have written this in the hope it 
may help someone else with simi-
lar refrigerator problems. 
 

ooOOoo 

Brisbane Show Report 
 

Noel Hawes 

Noel and Lionel inside the well 
presented ACC stand. 

Cec Caterer—the “Club Shop 
Dude” 

Two of the many willing helpers. 

Reseting a Dometic 
Refrigerator 

 

A tip from David Beard in WA. 

Note: This applies to the 
RM4605RBX model—Auto 
Power Select 
 

On arrival at a free camp site we 
switched our refrigerator to run 
on LPG gas.  Sometime later we 
returned to our caravan to find 
the refrigerator was no longer 

Them & Us 
 

Something to think about from Bernie Barnwell 

Couples rarely spend much time 
speaking with singles. and this 
doesn’t only happen in Caravan 
Parks, but within this club also. 
 

Most of us singles have become 
that through no fault of our own, 
generally through the death of our 
partner. No matter the age of the 
person left behind, its very hard 
getting started again, but we have 
to keep moving on and a bit of 
involvement from “them”, would 
make like simpler for us. Apart 
from that “them” would meet 
some nice people. 
 

One day, one of you will be sin-
gle—how will you deal with it? 
 

ooOOoo 
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This is one of only six Ford 
“House-cars” said to have been 
made per year in the mid-30’s at 
the Ford plant in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, according to an article in a 
1993 “Old Cars” magazine. Very 
few others, if any, remain on the 
road and certainly not in such 
amazing original condition! 
 

When discovered in a garage un-
der heavy cover in northern Min-
nesota in August of 2001, it had 
only 19,000 miles on the odome-
ter and the owner’s manual was 
still in the glove box in like-new 
condition! 
 

The RV had always been garaged 
and treated with much “TLC” as a 
collector vehicle. The all wood 
lined interior was still the way it 
appeared in the 30’s complete 
with framed photos of the original 
owner on his travels, mainly to 
Florida, and his cabin in the North 
Woods. It also contained other 
memorabilia from that era. 
 

The Ford “House-car” was built 
on a 1937 Ford Pickup frame and 
cowling, and was powered by a 
60hp, flathead V8 engine with 
aluminium heads. The rear fram-
ing is all wood, with the metal 
skin wrapped around it. 
 

The roof structure is all wood over 
which the heavy, waterproofed 
canvas top is still very securely 
fitted. 
 

The structure of the body is solid, 
appearing to be all oak hardwood 
and it’s still in a remarkably unal-
tered, undamaged condition! 

The door frames are thick, solid 
oak, as are the window frames  
although these have been painted 
over. 
 

The “House-car” was a big hit at 
the campground once we got that 
great old “flattie V8” humming! 
 

Note the expanding roof, and the 
original dark green colour. 
 

All four side windows open 
while the rear one tilts out in 
three positions. The windshield 
also tilts open at the bottom for 
“natural” air-conditioning while 
driving. Here it is on the road - 

Here’s a look at the interior—it’s 
a slice right out of the 1930’s just 
as the original owner had it. 
 

All of the windows have curtains 
for privacy, and there are pull-
down shades on the back win-
dow, as well as the driver’s and 
passenger’s door windows. 

The wood headliner gives the 
cabin a warm and inviting rustic 
feel. The expanding roof portion 
is supported by four wooden 
pieces when in the “up” position, 

While clamps secure it when it’s 
down for traveling. 

Contains all the mod-cons—fold 
down table, aluminium sink with 
wooden cover insert, under bed 
storage, ceiling vent, etc. 

 

It’s amazing how simple vehicles 
were “back then”.  
 

No computerization to be con-
cerned about, eh? 
 

ooOOoo 

They Don’t Make ‘Em 
Like That Anymore! 

 

From the Internet  (via the Hunter Ramblers) 
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Western Queensland provides a 
beautiful landscape, with its 
largely uninterrupted skyline and 
wide open spaces.  However, large 
tracts of land with limited popula-
tions present their own environ-
mental issues, including how you 
manage weed control on a grand 
scale.  There is a new answer to 
this problem – you call in the 
Green Nomads! 
 

Green Nomads is a volunteer 
placement program run by Queen-
sland Water and Land Carers 
(QWaLC) that taps into Austra-
lia’s increasingly mobile/transient 
population to assist Landcare 
groups to undertake on-ground 
conservation and land manage-
ment activities. In doing so, this 
assistance provides groups with 
access to a larger labour work-
force that enables them to take on 

larger, more labour intensive 
projects with stronger conserva-
tion outcomes. 
 

John Fisher, President of the Up-
per Thomson Catchment Land-
care Group, welcomes the suc-
cessful tender to Caring for our 
Country and expresses the im-
portance of landcare in embrac-
ing new ideas like the Green No-
mads to increase community par-
ticipation in natural resource 
management. John states: 
 

“This is great news for Landcare 
west of the Divide. There are an 
enormous number of visitors 
passing through the region, and 
this project presents a great op-
portunity provide education, 
awareness on local issues and an 
extra pair of hands.” 
 

The aim of the project is to re-
duce the impacts of Weeds of 
National Significance (including 
Parkinsonia, Prickly Acacia and 

Rubber vine) and this project spe-
cifically covers an area of 14,000 
hectares  encompassing 7 
neighbouring properties in the 
Upper Thompson Catchment. It 
will also serve as an opportunity 
to involve travelling tourists in 
weed control and educate them 
on the importance of controlling 
weeds and in particular the risk of 
weed spread and how that might 
relate to their travels. 
 

QWaLC’s Executive Officer, 
Richard Murphy donned on his 
green wig at the recent QLD 
Caravan, Camping and Touring 
Holiday Show in Brisbane to wel-
come over 60 new Green Nomads 
to the team. 
 

“Many people at the Show were 
very supportive of the Green No-
mad initiative, not just travellers 
but other industries associated 
with tourism and travel, whom 
could really see the importance of 
linking travellers in with environ-
mental volunteering opportuni-
ties,” said Richard. “This is espe-
cially important in locations with 
a sparse population where it is 
difficult to get the numbers 
needed to complete work over 
such large areas”. 
 

“The Upper Thomson Catchment 
Landcare group looks forward to 
working with the Desert Channels 
Regional Body and the Regional 
Landcare Facilitator, Hayley 
Glover, in having this project de-
liver tangible, significant environ-
mental outcomes for the Mutta-
burra region in western Queen-
sland”, said John. 
 

This is the first initiative of its 
kind to be undertaken in Australia 
and has attracted funding through 
the Federal Government’s Caring 
for our Country 2012-2013 In-
vestment Project. 
 

The Qld State Landcare Confer-
ence is being held at the Brisbane 
Convention Centre 28-30 June 
2012.  

ooOOoo 

Green Nomads go 
West! 
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Caravan Club Limited will be 
held at the Mallacoota Foreshore Holiday Park, Allan Drive, Mallacoota, VIC—on Saturday the 27th of Octo-
ber, 2012, commencing at 4.00pm. All members of the Australian Caravan Club Ltd are cordially invited to be 
present. 
 

AGENDA 
 

(1) Present—as per the Attendance Register 
 
 

(2) Minutes from previous meeting 
 
 

(3) Business arising—Presentation ofLife Membership to  
Mr. Barry Konemann 

 
 

(4) To receive the Chairman’s Report 
 
 

(5) Acceptance of the Director’s and Financial Statements. 
 
 

(6) To receive the Secretary’s Report. 
 
 

(7) Proposed Fees—no change is proposed. 
 
 

(8) To elect incoming Directors (2 of) - Please refer to Note 1. 
 
 

(9)     Proposed Special Resolutions.  
 
 

(10)   Life Membership—for Mssrs Lionel Mussell and Alan Lazarus 
         Please refer to Note 2 
 
 

(11) Meeting Close. 
NOTE 1 
The following nominations for vacant positions on the Board of Directors have been received : 
 

For the Chair Position —The present encumbant, Mr. Thomas Smith, has renominated for a further term.  
        No other nominations have been received. 
 

For Position Number DP1— The present encumbant, Mr. Craig Humphrey, has renominated for a further 
term. No other nominations have been received. 
 

NOTE 2 
It is the recommendation of the Board of Directors that Mr. Lionel Mussell (Member Number V00002) and 
Mr. Alan Lazarus (Member Number V00012) be awarded Honarary Life Membership, in recognition of their 
extraordinary services to the Australian Caravan Club. 
 

Craig Humphrey 
(Secretary) 

The first Chairman’s muster was 
held in Barcaldine at the Home-
stead Caravan Park during the first 
weekend July and attracted 10 
Caravans and 1 Motorhome. Five 
branches where represented from 
3 states. 
We had a great time with Rob 1 
and Rob1too providing the enter-
tainment over the weekend espe-
cially around the campfire with 
wood supplied by Trevor. It really 
was happy hour(hourssssssssssss), 
there was no need to watch TV. 

I enjoyed the chance to have a 
yarn with everyone, and see 
members getting to meet others 
and swap stories and informa-
tion. 
 

We played Klop a few times 
with some outstanding throws 
and some not so good, thanks to 
Vince and Kathy for bringing 
along the Klop set. 
 

Due to Rain on the Sunday some 
stayed on a bit longer while oth-
ers headed to the east and more 
rain. Others headed west and 
found Mud in Boulia 
 

While in Barcaldine Sandra and I 

had a meeting with a member of 
the local shire council.We were 
told the council is finding it hard 
to provide the services needed to 
cope for the large increase of RVs 
coming into the town. The ACC 
has written a letter to two Queen-
sland Ministers in support of the 
council in its efforts to improve 
services. 
 

I had a  fellow traveller come up 
to me and congratulate us on how 
we made others in the caravan 
park welcome to join in with us. 
A nice pat on the back for the 
club. 

ooOOoo 

Chairman’s Muster 
 

Tom Smith 
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Your Directors present this report of the company for the financial year ended 30th June 2012. 

The names of each person who has been a Director during the year and to the date of this report 
are:- 

Lionel Mussell    - resigned October 17th 2011 
Jennifer Beausang 
Robert John Tudor 
Alan John Lazarus  - retired October 5th 2011 
Thomas Smith 
Craig Humphrey 
Deb Cohen  - appointed October 17th 2011 
Brian Ward  - appointed October 17th 2011 

The Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report 
unless otherwise stated. 

The profit for the financial year amounted to: $13,609.38. 

No significant changes in the company’s state of affairs occurred during the financial year. 

The principal activities of the company during the course of the year were:- 

To promote the use of mobile caravans and the caravanning lifestyle throughout 
Australia. 

No significant change in the nature of this activity occurred during the year. 

No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which significantly 
affected or may significantly affect the operations of the company, the results of those 
operations, or the state of affairs of the company in financial years subsequent to the financial 
year ended 30th June 2012. 

No indemnities have been given or have agreed to be given or insurance premiums paid or 
agreed to be paid during or since the end of the financial year to any person who is or has been 
an officer or auditor of the company. 

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the company or 
intervene in any proceedings to which the company is a party for the purpose of taking 
responsibility on behalf of the company for all or any part of those proceedings. The company 
was not a party to any such proceedings during the year. 

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors: 

 

Director……………………………….           Director………………………………. 

 

Dated this…………………………day of…………………..2012 
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C. Humphrey 

J. Beausang 

Twentyeighth July 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter— 
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

“The Prettiest Flower” won the May comp for Rob Tudor. Pretty good looking model eh? 
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The winner for June was GrahamH with this great night shot taken at the Mac Cullochs Range Rest Area, one 
of the stops on the recent Broken Hill tagalong and muster, held by theGolden Westerners. 

Vince and Kathy Burgess were the winners for July with these two mouth-watering beauties! 



Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $50.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $140.00  

 An Associate Member $40.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as a Recreational Vehicle ( RV )  which is any form of mo-
bile living accommodation that is, or can be, combined with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit which is designed to be 
used upon Australian roads. This includes, and is not limited to, caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, slide-on units, 5th wheelers, etc. An 
associate member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………..…………………… 
                        Date of Birth:…………………..……………………………….Preferred Name:…………..…………………... 
PARTNER Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………...Given Names:………………..………………... 
     Date of Birth:……………………..……………………………..Preferred Name:…………..………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………….…………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………………….…………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………..…...Mobile:………..………………….….Other:……….………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 
I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 
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From the Branches 
The Gadabouts do a 

Tag-a-Long. 
Kaye Hawkins 

We met up at Beaudesert, west of 
the Gold Coast, for morning tea. 
From there we continued west to 
our first stop at the little historic 
hotel at Rosevale set in very pretty 
countryside. This quaint little pub 
has a great grassy area where free 
camping is welcome. Of course it 
is only a courtesy to use the pub 
so we all enjoyed a pleasant din-
ner there in their heated patio area. 
 

The next day we enjoyed a session 
of tai chi followed by a walk 
around the country roads and later 
played a fun game of boche.  
 

On Thursday we headed north and 
found some quiet little dirt roads 
to trek along as we headed to 
Grandchester for morning tea and 
Laidley for the town walk. We 
finished the day’s travels at Mar-
burg showground 
where we stayed 
for three nights.  
Here we had use 
of a large shed so 
made good use 
of it with a video 
night, a trivia 
night and a Pic-
tionary night fol-
lowing a camp 
o v e n  s t e w 

cookup. All four groups thought 
that their stew was the best!! 
 

From Marburg we travelled into 
Ipswich to visit the Historic 
listed Railway Workshop Mu-
seum- a fabulous operating 
workshop with great tours and 
informative and interesting dis-
plays.  Queens Park was also 
popular with its free native ani-
mal zoo and Japanese gardens. 
The showgrounds where we 
were camped hosted a Qld Rac-
ing Club harness meeting on the 
Saturday afternoon so that was 
attended by some interested 
members too.  
 

Leaving Marburg on the Sunday 
we headed on back roads to-

wards the lovely 
t o w n  o f 
Boonah. Here 
w e  a g a i n 
camped at the 
s h o w g r o u n d s 
and had use of a 
large room. We 
had a pizza 
night and a port 
and chocolate 
evening. 
 

 During the day 
we enjoyed a 
drive to Mt 

French, about 15minutes away, 
where we had a short walk to a 
lookout with great views of the 
scenic landscape and enjoyed a 
birthday morning tea at the pic-
nic area.  

That afternoon 23 of us headed 
off to the local bowls club for a 
session of barefoot bowls. Two of 
the locals helped the many nov-
ices amongst us with a few hints 
and then we all enjoyed a fabu-
lous afternoon tea provided by 
the bowling club.  
After a week away we sadly had 
to move on but all had enjoyed a 
busy and interesting trip with lots 
to see and do without travelling 
hundreds of kilometres from 
home.  
 

ooOOoo 

Nothing like a bit of Tai Chi to get things going! 

Bare-foot Bowls at Boonah. 

We had made previous arrange-
ments to meet up with the Orms-
bys at Truro on Thursday, for 
lunch, before proceeding on to 
Berri in the Riverland. After par-
taking of said lunch at the Truro 
Bakery it was onward to the Berri 
Riverside Caravan Park.   
 

We arrived around 2:30pm and 
noted that Chris & Rhonda Acton 
were already set up.   Sue and 
Gary arrived a little later in the 
afternoon so by night time there 
were 4 vans parked up.   
 

The weather was surprisingly 
mild compared to the wet weather 
in Adelaide.   This was to remain 
the case throughout the weekend 
with mild sunny skies and temps 
in the low 20s.    
 

The Berri Caravan Park is a Top 
Tourist franchise and dogs are 
allowed on payment of a $10 de-
posit. The facilities are modern 
and well looked after; a very tidy 
van park. 
 

Thursday night was a do your 
own dinner night so we all ended 
up making beans or spaghetti on 
toast.    
 

Friday morning we got news that 
Ron and Bev weren't able to 
make it due to a back injury so 
we hope it all gets better soon. 
Ron.  Greg and Judy also had to 

Sundowners Berri 
Muster 

Alby Kramer 
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pull out because they got there 
weekends mixed up.  Later in the 
morning, Tom and Nell arrived so 
that was the group total, 5 vans. 

 

Chris the Vice Pres, organised an 
afternoon tea happy hour for the 
group.  Later in the evening the 
group went to the Berri Resort 
Hotel and had a wonderful meal in 
the Bistro before wandering back 
to the Caravan Park. Thanks to 
Rhonda for organising the dinner. 
 

Saturday morning a few of the 
fitter ones went for a walk at the 
Martins Bend Reserve free camp-
ing area, before breakfast.  How-
ever, due to the Murray being so 
high at the moment we found that 
the walking track was flooded 
about halfway along so we had to 
retrace our steps and walk back to 
the car park. 
 

We then had a bacon and egg 
breakfast to replace the calories 
we had just burnt off!!   Later in 
the day the Ormsbys, Kramers and 
Thompsons went to Renmark for a 
look around but found the town 
shutdown for the weekend.  The 
local coffee shop was still open so  

we went and had a coffee before 
a walk along the riverfront.    
The Actons and Lilfords did their 
own thing visiting the Berri 
Township or staying at the Van 
Park. We were all back in time 
for Happy Hour where we dis-
cussed the upcoming Lameroo  
and Tagalong Muster to Mildura 
and Broken Hill.   
 

Saturday night we decided on a 
pizza night.  Again thanks to 
Rhonda for organising and pick-
ing up the pizzas from Eagle 
Boys. Sunday morning the Ac-
tons were up early because they 
had to get home for the Crows/
Power football game in the after-
noon.  They are Club members 
and like to attend all the games 
when in Adelaide. The Ormsbys 
left after morning coffee as they 
had babysitting duties on Mon-
day.  That left the Thompsons, 

L i l f o r d s  a n d 
Kramers. 
 

At the beginning 
of the weekend I 
was disappointed 
at the small turn 
out but later on we 
all commented 
that small groups 
are easier to cater 
for and it gave us 
all a chance to get 

to know each other 
better.  

 

We all commented that the 
weekend had gone well and 
those of us that are going, are 
looking forward to the Lameroo 
Muster and Tagalong.  Unfortu-
nately the Actons will not be 
available for that muster as they 
will be cruising off the coast of 
Mexico on the Love Boat and 
touring America for their 50th 
Anniversary in June. 
 

ooOOoo 

Highly prestigious, totally unpaid 
position available for mildly com-
puter literate person.  Knowledge 
of Microsoft Excel an advantage. 
 

The  Position:  Australian Cara-
van Club – ACCESS Coordina-
tor. 
 

Duties: 
1.  Maintain the database of ACC 
members who adopt the ACCESS  
program. 
 

2.  On receipt of new member 
advice, prepare and dispatch a 
letter of welcome to the new 
member, enclosing an ACCESS 
Sticker and Code of Conduct. 
 

3.  In the unlikely case of com-
plaint by, or about an ACCESS 
member, provide advice to the 
ACC board on recommended ac-
tion. 
 

4.  Maintain adequate stock of 
ACCESS Stickers and Code of 
Conduct, ensuring that they con-
form to any policy changes by the 
Board. 
 

5.  As directed by the Board, or as 
the spirit moves you,  draft 
changes to any aspect of the AC-
CESS program, for consideration 
by the Board. 
 

6.  Periodically produce articles 
for the NOMAD, extolling the 
virtues of ACCESS  and encour-
aging new membership. 
 

Applications 
Applications for the position, ver-
bally, or in writing should be ad-
dressed to the Secretary ACC.  It 
is unlikely that  there will be an 
extended period of consideration 
of applications, or any rigorous  
interview process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Allan & Helen setting up at Berri. 

There’s something about a Bistro Dinner! 

Employment 
Opportunity 

 

David Reid 

This year’s annual muster at Mallacoota (Vic) is 
shaping up to be a ‘beauty’! So far there are 175 
Vans attending (338 people). See You There! 
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Yarraman is a rural town situated 
on the junction of the New Eng-
land and D’Aguilar highways ap-
proximately 150 kilometres north-
west of Brisbane. 
 

There was a good roll up of some 
25 vans to our Yarraman Muster 
held at the Yarraman Caravan 
Park, which was situated on a hill 
overlooking Hoop Pine forests 
towards the northwest.  The Hoop 
Pine forests have kept a continu-
ous supply for local milling and 
we noticed many timber trucks 
carrying harvested timber. 
 

Some members treated themselves 

to one of the several ensuite sites. 
The weather was beautiful one 
day and perfect the next with 
some cool westerly winds on oc-
casions. 
 

Cec and Di Caterer attended the 
muster, armed with ACC mer-
chandise.  Being cool, some of our 
members purchased ACC jackets 
and T shirts etc. 
 

Our branch was pleased to also 
welcome Lionel Mussell, Public-
ity Officer of ACC, who is now 
the proud owner of a motor home. 
 

We welcomed members from the 
Country Cruisers, Toowoomba 
branch and new MBD members 
Graeme and Ruth Adsett. 
 

Several members arrived on 
Thursday although the official ac-
tivities began on Friday afternoon 
with a game of klop, followed by 

a happy hour or two in the under-
cover area spilling out onto the 
lawn.  
 

John Fulton and his happy band 
of helpers including his wife Lee 
had organized a sausage sizzle 
for dinner on the Friday night, 
which our club members appre-
ciated, since most of them rolled 
in after lunch that day.  This was 
held in the enclosed meeting 
hall, which had tables and chairs 
supplied.  Marilyn Watkins and 
Jo Meier cooked up some pan-
cakes to have with syrup or ice-
cream for dessert, after which we 
settled down for a night of Trivia 
with a difference also hosted by 
John Fulton.  This consisted of 
unusual words with a choice of 
meanings and it proved to be a 

great challenge 
for the majority. 
   

On Saturday our 
members were 
free to explore 
the surrounding 
areas of Black-
butt to the south 
or Nanango to 
the north or 

nearby forest 
drives or walks.  

 

A dinner at the Maidenwell Ho-
tel, followed by a visit to the 
Maidenwell Astronomical Ob-
servatory had been pre arranged, 
and was well attended by 40 of 
the drifters.  A car pool was or-
ganized for the 30 kilometre 
drive to the small rural village of 
Maidenwell that is dominated by 
the hotel, but also contains a gen-
eral store, post office, butcher 
and a hall.  
 

The pub was suddenly busier 
than usual and the publican had 
organized extra help.  He did his 
best to supply everyone with 
drinks and take orders for dinner.  
Everyone was then directed into 
a large dining room that had 
been set up for us.   
 

Everyone enjoyed the fellowship 
before driving the 300 metres 

next door to the observatory. 
 

We were at the Observatory for 
6.45 p.m. and this gave James 
Barclay, the owner of the obser-
vatory the time to process pay-
ments and explain to us a bit 
about the evening. 
 

Once we were all settled inside, 
the roof retracted and the show 
began.  With three powerful tele-
scopes and divided into three 
groups, we all had plenty of time 
to see the planet Mars and a clear 
view of the planet Saturn.  With 
his green laser pointer, James 
pointed out to us the shapes of the 
different constellations and also 
the position of what we were 
about to view in the telescope.  
We also saw star clusters and 
nebulae.  
 

A couple of larrikins asked to see 
Uranus.  All in all, it was a very 
informative and rewarding eve-
ning. 
 

On Sunday morning, those who 
wanted to have sausages and ris-
soles for breakfast went over to 
the meeting hall and everyone 
eventually wandered over for 
morning tea and the raffle draw. 
 

Lee Fulton had been selling the 
tickets during the weekend.  Eve-
ryone had wanted to win the ACC 

wheel cover, although Judith and 
Alan Walsh were the lucky win-
ners. 
 

The rest of the day was free to 
relax with an early Happy Hour.  
All agreed that it was yet another 
enjoyable muster. 
 

ooOOoo 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
Yarraman Muster 

 

Ruth Parker 

Maidenwell Shop and hall. 

Two of the three powerful tele-
scopes at the observatory. 
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The Easter muster was held at the 
Queen Meadow Caravan Park in 
Heathcote. Members started arriv-
ing Monday with the majority 
there by Wednesday then a few 
stragglers later on. The weather 
was fine,no wind except when 
Des of DeslynHelicopter Services 
was flying his choppers (toys). 
 

The park allocated a camp kitchen 
for our use and also supplied fire-
wood for our evening friendship 
meetings(happy hours). 
 

Tuesday night saw kangaroos on 
the grassbut when the crowds 
turned up they disappeared.  
 

We had ACC members from the 
Border Hoppers,Gippsland Gyp-
sies and the Bayside Wanderers 
attending with about twenty-five 
vans,a good turnout in a very 
pleasant park. 
 

Friday night fish and chips meal 
was interrupted by a small thunder 

storm that had most scurrying to 
their vans. 
 

Shirley and Shrek (Neil) made 
plenty ofapple pies for our dessert 
for our BBQ. The pies were nearly 
family size with a map of Oz on 
top with anACC  flag stuck in 
them.Neil peeled all the apples. 
What a great job they both did. 
Thanks again Shirley and Shrek. 
 

The Bocce comp was contested on 
the grassed area and the final was 
played off with Bazza and Mi-
chelle versusPeter and Kath, the 

winners being Kath and Peter. 
 

Monday evening saw most ven-
ture to a local pubfor a very large 
meal especially the parmas. 
 

Tuesday saw a few depart-
ing.Some stayed longer.  
 

Must not forget to thank Brian 
for organising the caravan park 
and also the games namely 
Bocce,Klop ,Croquet and a new 
game Golf Croquet. 
Thanks again to our Commit-
tee.Well done! 
 

ooOOoo 

Branch are: 
 

President:  Henry Schneider 
Secretary:  Roz McMillan 
Treasurer: Collin Bonney. 
 

Other people taking up roles were 
Maree Schneider as Muster Ac-
tivities Co-ordinator and Ross 
Rowe and Ian Davey organising 
the first two Musters to possibly 
be held in Cohuna ( September ) 
and Bright (November 2012 ). 
 

Henry & Sandra Gravina from 
Southern Nomads joined us to 
lend a bit of moral support for our 
first official Muster and brought 
along their addictive game of 
“KLOP”.  Finding a sheltered 
area out of the cold wind, the ap-
parently simple game at first 
glance turned into devious plots 
or strategies to prevent the front 
runners from easy access to the 
key pegs which they needed to 
win.   The skill plus the little bit 
of luck needed was soon evident. 
 

 How the ‘chuck’ managed to 
weave its way through the clus-
ters of pegs was indeed amazing 
– some would add “decidedly 
frustrating”!  It brought various 
“oohhs & aahs & a variety of ex-
pressions that ranged from incre-
dulity to those that should have 
been censored!  For those that 
know the game.... sitting on a 
score of  49 and needing to get 
peg #1 from within a group of 6 
others as their only way of getting 
to the “50” needed, indicates the 
level of skill required.  The game 
proved so popular that it was de-
cided our branch would need its 
own set for every muster as it was 
popular for all comers, very excit-
ing to play or watch and thor-
oughly enjoyed by all. 
 

Other activities included Bocce 
(pictured) and of course the 
“acquaintance-making” activities 
around the happy hour gathering, 
the informal dining out at the lo-
cal Finley Bowls Club and the 
fun of having breakfast together 
on the Sunday morning – with 
what might become a tradition of 
“Toad-in-the-Hole”. 

Southern Nomads 
Heathcote Muster 

 

Glennice & Bob Campbell 

Pete & Kath—Bocce Champions 

Finley, in the heartland of the 
Riverina of NSW is commonly 
thought of as hot and dry; the 
base for extensive irrigation and 
rice! 
 

However for  the inaugural Mus-
ter of the ‘Murray River Ram-
blers’ it was a chilly wind that 
blew and rain was forecast for 
most of the weekend.  The exact 
reason why so many ACC mem-
bers fire up turbo-diesels, pack 
some short-sleeved shirts and 
head north for the winter in our 
fair country! 
 

So despite the forecasts for a 
bleak weekend, 12 vans and sev-
eral nearby living ‘Murray River 
Ramblers’ members turned up 
for the chat at “happy hour” on 
Friday, 25th May 2012 at the Riv-
erside Caravan Park in Finley. 
 

The warming fire and enthusi-
asm for the new branch was a 
great setting for the new mem-
bers – who often had not even 
met before the branch was 
formed - and soon spun yarns of 
travel to distant and “warm” lo-
cations across the breadth of the 
outback as well as to some of the 
more tourist-type parks in major 
centres. 
 

The Committee of the new ACC 

Murray River  
Ramblers Inaugral 

Muster—Finley 
 

Henry Schneider 
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Facilities at the Park were also 
given a major boost when a clear 
plastic curtain was erected at the 
‘happy hour site’ by some of the 
‘Ramblers’.  The activity to help 
stave off the stiff and cold south-
westerly wind brought many for-
mer ‘tradies’ and ‘handymen’ to 
the fore -  as well as ‘structural 
engineers’ giving critical assess-
ments and supervision as to how it 
all was to be built.  This initiative 
did improve the ambience around 
the fire in the evenings and gave 
the newly formed Murray River 
Ramblers members a chance to 
get to know each other better over 
a few drinks. 
 

ooOOoo 

Olga and a table full of mouth-
watering treats. 
 

The day tripper area was well 
patronised by families enjoying 
Mother’s Day picnics. Kathryn 
and Olga returned from Sunday 
drive to nearby monastery and 
were surprised at the number of 
picnickers in the beautiful 
grounds.  

Sharp Park is located on Beech-
mont Road approximately 5 kilo-
metres from Canungra village, 
the Coomera River runs through 
the park. We were fortunate to 
see a small platypus going about 
his business of finding lunch. He 
didn’t seem too perturbed by 
sounds around him.  
 

Lots of bird life frequent the sur-
rounding bush, whipbirds and 
black cockatoos being the noisi-
est. The most unusual were large 
grey and white pigeons that for-
aged around our camps.  

 

We held an informal meeting to 
discuss the June Muster at Bea-
con on Tamborine and the 
change of dates for September 
and October.  
 

September 14th to 17th at Black-
butt, we can arrive from 12th if 

we wish. Individual bookings are 
not necessary but Secretary will 
need to know if you are attending 
at least a week in advance, 
October 12th to 15th at Lake Dyer, 
Laidley. 
 

On Saturday we had the pleasure 
of Ron and Kay from Moreton 
Bay Drifters who came to visit 
also Cruisers David and Lyn. The 
disc bowls came out for a few 
games. 
 

Our lone trekker danced a jig af-
ter conquering the folding and 
bagging of her pop-up shower, 
onya Jenny.  
 

The latest news from rambling 
Browns is that they are freezing 
their way around the UK. The 
wandering Wards and Talbot the 
Koala are wending their way to-
ward Darwin.  
 

ooOOoo 

Geeze! They take their Bocce 
fairly seriously up on the Murray! 

Our muster started with 2 vans 
arriving at Sharp Park in time for 
lunch on Wednesday. As there 
was a limited amount of shelter, 
Ken erected a tarp for everyone to 
gather under.  
 

The weather was wonderful with 
quite warm sunny days and brisk 
to chilly nights. 
 

We had a total of 6 vans for the 
weekend and apart from some 
cards being played, everyone 
seemed quite happy to share tall 
tales and ‘true’. 
 

The camp ovens got a work out 
with Ken producing scones on Fri-
day and cheese damper on Satur-
day. We had a beautiful Mother’s 
Day morning tea with damper by 

Country Cruisers 
Sharp Park Muster 

 

Ken Nutley 

Jenny unveils Ken’s cheese 
damper. 

Our intrepid group thawing out 
in the sun! 

Poona Palms Caravan Park was 
the venue for our June muster, 
with the weather forecast not 
looking too flash and with several 
members overseas and another 
group on a tag-a-long trip, num-
bers were down. We managed to 
have a total of 9 vans roll up of 
which 3 were visitors. 
 

Three vans arrived early Monday 
morning the 28th May with boats 
and crab pots, Tuesday we had 
Danny and Lola arrive followed 
by visitors David and Jan Beard 
from W.A. who are on a two-year 
trip around “the block”. Wednes-
day and Thursday saw 2 more 
vans arrive between the showers 
of rain which included visitors 
Trevor and Lorraine Owen from 
Ipswich followed by the last 2 
vans, David and Myra and Mal 
and Lynne. 
 

We all gathered in the camp 
kitchen for Friday morning tea 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads– Poona 

Muster 
 

Bob Kernke 
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and happy hour and then walked 
over to the Poona Community 
Hall for the evening meal and a 
few drinks. A few members 
stayed on to watch the Footy on 
the big screen. 
 

Saturday morning was windy with 
a few showers so the camp 
kitchen was very handy again for 
morning tea. At low tide the 
Poona Soldier Crab Race Com-
mittee collected soldier crabs for 
the big race meeting. By 3pm the 
rain had cleared, the crabs had 
been carefully numbered, race 
track prepared on a concrete slab 
and the crowd gathered for the 
first of the 4 races. 
 

“Race 1” With 18 crabs in the 
starting container, they were soon 
released and on there way to the 
finish line, the first across the line 
was crab number “6”won by Ros 
Paradine. 

 

“Race 2” was won by crab num-
ber “13” for Danny Jackson. 
‘Race 3” was won by crab number 
“5” for Lola Jackson. For the 
Grand Champion Race, the three 
winning crab were gathered in the 
starting container and were soon 
on their way to the cheers of the 
onlooking crowd with crab num-
ber “13” first across the line for 
Danny Jackson. Everyone had a 
great time at Poona’s very first 
Race Meeting. 
 

Question - Who was the race com-
mittee member seen on a couple 
of occasions trying to put the 
crabs into a bottomless con-
tainer???? 
 

The races were followed by 3 
games of Klop. Yours truly won 
the first 2 games and Dave Gat-
field won the 3rd drawn out 
game. All had a great enjoyable 
Saturday afternoon. 
 

Happy hour was late which then 
run into the Free Sausage Sizzle 
put on by Don from the park for 
all the campers in the park, 
which was enjoyed by all. 
 

Heavy rain like four and a half 
inches fell overnight but cleared 

for our 8am break-
fast of bacon, eggs, 
tomato, onions, 
mushrooms and 
toast with tea and 
coffee. Shortly after 
breakfast we had 
the raffle draw con-
ducted by Myra and 
Cherie followed by 
a hard – very hard 
Trivia hosted by 

Dave Gatfield. Dave 
said it was especially prepared to 
test Russ and Gail; unfortunately 
Russ and Gail were unable to 
attend. 
 

Hope you get well soon Russ; 
see you at the next muster. 
 

Trivia was won by Mal and 
Lynne with 11 correct answers  

and were presented with a prize 
of a bottle of wine by Dave. The 
group photo was taken before the 
departure of two vans Sunday 
Morning. 
 

Four vans left Monday as the 
weather cleared to clear blue sky 
leaving three vans staying on for 
an extra night to leave Tuesday 
morning. Everyone, including the 
visitors attending the muster, had 
a great time. 
 

Thanks to all who attended and 
helped us to achieve a great time 
at the Poona muster, don’t forget 
the next muster at Borumba Deer 
Park, Imbil – August 24th – 26th. 
 

ooOOoo 

And they’re off! 

Bob & John cooking  breakfast 

A group of happy campers! 

There were fourteen caravans in 
attendance and one cabin for this 
get together, which included 
Maree & Henry Schneider of the 
recently  formed  Murray River 
Ramblers. Henry is the President 
of the new Chapter.  Rosemary 
and Terry Nunn became our new-
est Members of the Southern No-
mads.  
 

When we arrived at lunch-time 
on the Thursday, everyone had 
just thawed out from a very cold 
night and an early morning frost. 
Because we were late in booking 
in to the Caravan Park, we were 
unable to be placed with the rest 
of the Southern Nomads, so we 
were down near the Antarctic 
somewhere. It was not a large 
Caravan Park for visitors, but it 
was certainly suitable for the 
number of vans that we had in 
attendance. There was a Commu-
nity room with an open fire (or 
two) where we were all able to 
fit, but only just. 
 

On the Friday the ladies who 
wanted to go, headed for Laven-
dula the Lavender Farm. This 
land at Shepherds Flat on the road 
to Newstead, past Hepburn 

Southern Nomads 
Daylesford Muster 
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Springs , was first settled in the 
1860’s.  Originally, 20,000 Swiss/
Italian people came to the area in 
search of gold. After the gold 
came to an end, the families re-
verted to what they knew best and 
that was farming. On the original 
farm lived the Tinetti family and 
their thirteen children. Nowadays, 
the original house and the sur-
rounding buildings are gradually 
being lovingly restored to near 
original likeness. After a walk 
around the acreage and a tour of 
the original house, we had lunch 
together.  Meanwhile the men had 
gone to a nearby farm. Here was 
the “birthplace of the Australian 

Cricket Bat”.  Unfortunately the 
tourist attraction was not open, so 
I am unable to tell you more, but  
y o u  c a n  g o  t o 
www.cricketwillow .com.au and 
have a good read for yourself.    
 

So the gentlemen of the convoy 
went for a “drive around” and fin-

ished up at the local Mitre 10 
store. Hey guys, you can do that 
anywhere. On Friday evening we  

went back to the 
Old Hepburn 
Springs Hotel for 
an evening meal.  
A huge meal, and 
it was lovely. 
 

On  Sa t u rday 
1 9 t h . T r e n t h a m 
were holding their 
a n n u a l 
“SpudFest” as 
well as 2 Markets, 
so that was a good 

reason to go for a 
drive in that direction. Trentham 
was a busy place with all their 
different shops open to the pub-
lic. A lovely historic bakery 
named the Red Beard was a great 
place to have morning tea and 
scones as well as being a very 
warm place out of the cold air. 
On Saturday evening we had a 
Soup and Sweets meal. It was an 
excellent meal, but a lot of work 
for the persons who organized it. 
Thank you to everyone con-
cerned. 
 

Sunday morning and it was 
across to the Daylesford Railway 
Station for yet another Market. A 
great variety of goods, but one 
thing I did notice a lot of, and 
that was hats and coats. I wonder 
why. Daylesford was buzzing, 
there were cars everywhere.  
 

A popular place for a day trip, 
there is so much in the surround-
ing areas to see. In the afternoon 
back in the caravan park, a game 
of Klop got underway. This was 
something new for me, so I 
watched the first session. I have 
decided it would be a good game 
for families to participate in also, 
as it could be adjusted to the 
young as well as the elderly. Our 
tournament finished up having 3 
sessions with a different winner 
each time. Read more about the 
g a m e  o f  K l o p  a t 
www.klop.com.au.  
 

On Monday morning, the major-
ity of caravans headed towards 
their next destination, with yet 
another great week-end having 
been spent together. 
 

ooOOoo 

Now that’s cold! 

Arhhhh—the serenity! 
We were about to head out the 
door, van packed and ready to go 
when the phone rang. “We have a 
problem” the voice on the other 
end said! It was our president 
Derek Hale calling to tell me that 
it was off, the Dargo river was up 
3 feet and showing no sign of 
abating, “The road in isn't to bad 
but we might have trouble getting 
out” he went on to say! 
 

After a quick round of phone 
calls to all committee members it 
was decided to call everyone and 
give them the choice of pulling 
the pin or meeting in Bairnsdale.   

The end result was, 14 RVs at-
tending what turned out to be a 
another very successful ACC 
Gippsland Gypsies muster. The 
venue was the Mitchell Gardens 
Holiday Park in Bairnsdale. Our 

trip down from our home in Car-
rum Downs was very wet and 
windy, our first stop was Yarra-
gon where we met up with Rob & 
Helen Bryce. This is a very good 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Dargo Muster 

 

Woreds -Ian Reid 
Pictures—Derek & Gwen Hale 

Rob, Neil & Banjo checking out 
the weather. 
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place for a pit stop and it is very 
popular with the RV community 
as parking is usually very easy 
and public toilets are easily ac-
cessed, you can also refresh your-
self with a nice cup of coffee at 
one of the many takeaway shops 
available, there is also a great little 
lolly shop if you have a sweet 
tooth. 
 

When we arrived at Bairnsdale we 
were met by several of our fellow 
Gypsies who had arrived a couple 
of days earlier. They had been to 
the inaugural muster for the 
“Border Hoppers”, A new branch 
of the Australian Caravan Club. It 
was held at Albury/Wodonga. 
They then went across the top via 
Mitta Mitta and onto Bairnsdale.  
 

The rain continued to be a nui-
sance so we decided to have a 
cuppa before setting up.  
 

The rain stopped just in time for 
happy hour and as usual we had a 
great turn out, this in my opinion 
is always an enjoyable part of any 
muster, it is a chance to catch up 
with all that has been happening 
since last we met and there is al-
ways an abundance of laughter 
and fun going on.  
 

Klop was once again enjoyed by 
all, we once again trialled a team 
version of the game which we will 
be introducing to National Muster 
in October this year. 

 

The weather gods continued to be 
kind on Friday, so we all headed 
off to Lakes entrance for lunch at 
the aptly named “Awesome Fish 
& Chip Shop”, we were not disap-
pointed the meal was really 

“awesome” and hit the spot 
nicely. We then went onto  Me-
tung for quick look see and then 
returned to the park for happy 
hour. 

 

Saturday started out OK weather 
wise but quickly turned a little 
nasty. We had our camp oven 
dinner planned for the evening 
and it wasn't looking that promis-
ing but with the extraordinary 
work done by one of our newer 
members Lew Ryan it turned out 
to be a great success. Lew stood 
out in the rain tending his home 
made wood burner and did a fan-
tastic job of cooking our meal to 
perfection. On behalf of every-
one thank you Lew.  
 

After our meal we were enter-
tained by Banjo with several of 
his now famous bush poems, and 
as is always the case the place 
erupted with laughter.  
 

Sunday some of our troop left for 
home but not before enjoying our 
now famous Egg & Bacon 
Breakfast which is lovingly pre-
pared by my better half Dianne 
thanks Di .  
 

For those staying on, a tag-a-
long to Dargo was quickly or-
ganised this was a chance for us 
to check out the camp site at 
Jimmy Iversions Flat where we 
had intended to hold this muster. 
 

The weather on Sunday was in 
complete contrast to that experi-
enced on Saturday. We arrived in  

Dargo at lunch time and decided 
to have a meal at the Dargo Pub, 
a very nice lunch was enjoyed by 
all, the Dargo Hotel is steeped in 
history and is well worth a visit. 

 

After lunch we 
went onto Jimmy 
Iversions Flat 
Camp Site which 
is about 15 mins 
up the road from 
the hotel, we 
were very im-
pressed with the 
amount of room 
available at the 
site, although the 
road in was little 
rough and nar-
row, it can be 

negotiated while 
towing a van if you take it easy. 
We will be arranging another free 
camp next year, probably in the 
same area, of coarse the weather 
conditions will once again deter-
mine the outcome and as always 
our members safety and well be-
ing will always be our major con-
cern. 
 

ooOOoo 

Action on the Klop ground! 

Banjo’s poetry entertains the masses. 

Friday the 8th June saw only a 
small group at “Beacon on Tam-
borine”, we were 6 campers in all 
with Ann and Mark first to arrive. 
The weather was good but started 
to cool down as the sun set which 
brought the Port bottles out, 
ASAP, and that was before we 
had had dinner! 
 

We had a tag along from the Sun-
shine Coast Wanderers, Chris and 
Norma. 
 

Saturday dawned bright and saw 
Ken and Dawn arrive early to 
visit for the day to escape from 
the collection of farm animals 
they have been babysitting and 
they also had to be home for a 

Country Cruisers 
Beacon on Tam-
borine Muster 

 

Dawn Nutley 
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‘surprise’ birthday party on Sun-
day. More campers arrived during 
the morning with Lionel Mussel 
who had been to the Caravan 
Show to give a talk.(It was great 
to have his company). 
 

As there was lots to see and do we 
all spent time shopping at mar-
kets, up at the village cheese shop 
and wineries (Yes, we grey no-
mads are doing our bit for the 
economy). In saying that, Deirdre 
and Jenny did the gallery walk 
Saturday morning and didn’t 
spend a thing!!!!! “We kept re-
minding ourselves ‘I don’t really 
need it’ “ was their reasoning. 

 

Norma suggested we book into the 
bowls club for dinner and use 
their courtesy bus for Saturday 
night’s dinner. 18 of us went out 
for dinner that night, everyone 
enjoyed the meal and, of course, 
the company.    
 

As Jenny relates, “ we also did the  

markets on Sunday which were 
very small due to the inclement 
weather, but bought some tur-
meric, raspberries, and tamarillos 
and later some avocados at some 
of the home stalls on the moun-
tain.” 
 

Sunday saw 2 more campers ar-
rive with David and Kathryn  
leaving for home around lunch 
time ( work the next day). In the 
afternoon, we all made for the 
protection of the camp kitchen, 
where we got together for a chat 
and happy hour or two.  
 

Everyone had a relaxing Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee weekend and 
did their best to help the local 
economy. 
 

ooOOoo 

windy Neil Kollmorgen who was 
in charge of cooking  had a bit of 
trouble when it came to flipping 
the eggs, he flipped one egg only 
to have it disappear when a gust 
of wind grabbed hold of it and 
blew it off the BBQ the look on 
Neil’s face said it all.  
 

The tag-a-long continued on to 
Lorne where we stayed at the Er-
skine River Caravan Park, the 
condition of this park was very 
poor, we were placed on very 
muddy sites, everyone we spoke 
to at this park was not happy with 
the conditions forced upon them. 
After two days of walking around 
in mud it was time to move on to 
Apollo Bay. 
 

We had intended to do a free 
camp at Johanna Beach but after 
inspecting the site and realizing 
we could not have an open fire 
we decided to stay at Marengo 
Caravan Park instead. What a 
contrast this park was to Erskine 
River, well grassed sites for all 
and the friendliest staff you could 
imagine. The park overlooks the 
water and is the start of the Great 
Ocean Road walking track. The 
amenities are spotless and with a 
very nice enclosed camp kitchen 
this park rates very highly we 

thoroughly enjoyed our stay here. 
 

We all went on a tag-a-long to the 
Otway Fly along the way as we 
travelled along a dirt track one of 
our group had the misfortune of a 
flat tyre, however there was no 
shortage of help available, before 
Geoff had time to think about it 
we had his car jacked up tyre re-

Lionel relating some of 
“Murphy’s” latest antics. 

Catching up on the news since last 
muster. 

Another happy mob! 

O ur tag-a-long started 
at Queenscliffe with 
6 RVs’ meeting at the 
park. The weather 

gods were not kind to us with 

wet and windy conditions pre-
vailing. We had an added bonus 
of being able to watch a local 
football match at the park, a few 
stray footballs had to be fended 
off our caravans but no damage 
was reported. Our egg and bacon 
breakfast was held in very windy 
conditions, in fact it was so 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Great Ocean Road 
Tag and Port Fairy 

Muster 
 

Ian Reid 
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moved and replaced all while oth-
ers made sure any traffic was 
made aware of his presence.  
 

It was great to see everyone roll 
up their sleeves and get things 
done, special thanks to Richard 
who did all the dirty work climb-
ing under the car. The Otway Fly 
is definitely well worth a visit, it 
is a very easy walk with spectacu-
lar views of the different levels of 

the forest on offer, the tower and 
the canter lever are interesting fea-
tures of the walk. If you wish you 
can do what they call the Zip Line 
Tour which involves a series of 
flying fox sections where you Zip 
from one platform to another with 
the assistance of guides who also 
tell you all about the different ar-
eas of the forest all in all it takes 
about 3.5 hours at a cost of $115 
per head. We did not take up the 
offer on this visit. 
 

We continued our tag-along to 
Port Fairy from Apollo Bay we 
made a point of spreading out our 
departure times so as not to cause 
too much of a traffic jam along the 
Great Ocean Road. Some stopped 
along the way at the usual touristy 
spots like the Apostles etc. Cheese 
World at Allansford  proved very 
popular, with many members sam-

pling and purchasing 
some of the many 
cheeses on offer. 
 

We arrived in Port 
Fairy on the Friday 
and quickly settled in 
for our muster we 
were greeted by Lew 
Ryan who had arrived 
the day before. We 
also welcomed a new 
member, Brian Jones 

who was on his first ever trip in 
his recently purchased van. Wel-

come Brian I hope that you en-
joyed your time with us and we 
look forward to seeing you at our 
next muster in Mildura. 
 

The park at Port Fairy has large 
sites and very adequate amenities 
it is situated next to the local 
footy oval where we once again 
had the opportunity to watch a 
local game. Port Fairy has many 
fine examples of the architecture 
of the 1800s which remain intact, 
and more than 50 buildings are 
classified by the National Trust. 
There are lots of places to go for 
walks, while there we took a 
walk around Griffiths Island a 
very interesting walk of about 1 
hour which takes you right 
around the island, the track takes 
you on a very interesting journey 
taking in all the different aspects 
of the island, it is a very easy 
walk however there is one spot 
where you need to negotiate  

some rocks to get on to the beach 
and if the tide is in you might get 
your feet wet. We also went for 
walk up Tower Hill this whole 
area is located in an old Volcano 
and is a fairly strenuous walk up 
to the top but I am glad to report 
everyone made it to the top even-
tually, the views are well worth 
the effort. 
 

Klop was once again part of our 
entertainment for the weekend 
and all seemed to enjoy them-
selves the team event was trialled 

again and went off without a 
hitch. This game continues to 
bring everyone together and  
always adds  a lot of fun laughter 
to the musters. 
 
 

This muster was once again very 
successful and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
Derek & Gwen for all their hard 
work organizing everything for 
us.  
 

In closing I would like to remind 
everyone that we will be running 
the National Muster at Malla-
coota in October so we will need 
as many helpers as possible to 
help with all sorts of different 
tasks when the time comes, so if 
we tap you on the shoulder and 
ask for help please do what you 
can, it will be very much appreci-
ated. 
 

See you down the track. 
 

ooOOoo 
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On the weekend of July 27th to the 
30th thirty two members of the 
ACC Swan River Rovers held a 
muster at Gin Gin just north of 
Perth. We were honoured to be 
joined by 12 members and two 
visitors of the newly formed WA 
branch of the ACC, the ACC 
Western Wallabies.  
 

This was the first opportunity that 
the Western Wallabies have had to 
get away and they joined us to see 
what happens at a muster. At an 
earlier meeting, prior to this mus-
ter, they had elected their Presi-
dent Terry Pilbeam, Secretary 
Noeline Williams and Treasurer 
Debbie Van Eldik. It was an op-
portunity for the members of the 
new branch to see what takes 
place at a muster and to talk to the 
Executive of the ACC SRR and 
get advice on various matters.  
 

I am pleased to report that the 2 
visitors of the ACC Western Wal-
labies joined the branch within the 
first 24 hours of attendance – 
quite obviously they liked what 
was going on. It was also an op-
portunity for the ACC Western 
Wallabies to hold their first offi-
cial meeting where Brian Miller 
was elected Vice President. It also 
proved an opportunity for mem-
bers of the new branch to get to 
know one another as well as get to 
know members of the ACC SRR. 
It also gave them the chance to 
plan their first muster which is 
scheduled for later in August and 
to discuss how their branch will 
operate. 
 

The weather was outstanding and 
a great time was had by all! 
 

On behalf of the ACC Swan River 
Rovers I extend our very best 
wishes to the ACC Western Wal-
labies for a long, successful and 
enjoyable time. We look forward 
to a long and friendly association 
with you. 

ooOOoo 

News from the West 
 

Syd Newman 

Everyone say “G’Day” to the Western Wallabies! Welcome to the 
ACC! 

WOW! Two more new Branches! 
 

Congratulations to all involved in the formation of 
 

The ACC Western Wallabies (WA), and 
 

The ACC Southerly Busters (NSW) 
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Well! The rain and fog de-
scended upon us but did not pre-
vent us from having a great mus-
ter! We arrived at the Mount 
Beauty Holiday Centre and Cara-
van Park a little after noon, and 
were greeted by Peters' Hough, 
Orford and Pickett (must be some-
thing with the name "Peter") 
David Buckland had already 
dropped off a trailer filled with 
wood for the fire pit; this was to 
be much appreciated over the 
weekend.  
 

As the afternoon progressed oth-
ers were checked in and it was 
time for Happy Hour to com-
mence, the owners of the park 
came over to check if all was ok 
with our sites and mentioned they 
had turned on the heater in the 
camp kitchen for our comfort.  
 

Happy Hour odds & evens has 
been decided to be determined by 
our membership number, so those 
with odd numbers will contribute 
nibbles on odd date days and 
those with even numbers on even 
date days. Several local stores 
contributed to the raffle, with 
vouchers for various amounts 
which had to be claimed on Satur-
day. Jeff Lane of TLE Electrical 
Wholesalers of Wagga Wagga 
was among those others who also 
gave items to be raffled to help 

our funds grow for future events. 
Alex Mark threw in a life saver 
for the branch or should I say a 
barrow load of life savers. If you 
were fortunate to win one of these 

bags, you would not need to buy 
life savers ever again.  
 

With one bag of life savers won 
only three bags to go. Lots of 
laughs by all, maybe we could 
have run a competition on how 
high one could stack them. The 
winner could have won another 
bag of life savers, Alex would 
have been pleased, I believe he 
had a ton of them donated to his 
Men's Shed.  
 

Friday night (Casserole)  
Anticipating it would be cold at 
Mount Beauty members were 
requested to bring a casserole 
that could be shared, well this 
turned out to be more of a ban-
quet, lots of tasty dishes being 
shared.  
 

After dinner, Branch President, 
Phil Randell extended a welcome 
to all, and opened a discussion 
on future musters and activities. 
As a result of this there are some 
great events planned for the fu-
ture. 
 

Options for Saturday were shop-
ping in Mount Beauty, lunch at 
the bakery after which some may 
like to go to Wandilgong to get 
lost in the Maze or make a trip to 
Bogong Village to have a look at 
the Power Station.  
 

Saturday 23rd June  
Following breakfast we headed 
into Mount Beauty to check out 
the shops, pick up the voucher 
prizes to be collected before the 
shops close. 
 

 A nice pie followed by a warm-
ing cup of coffee at the Mount 
Beauty Bakery, pictured are 
David Buckland, Alex & Dot 
Mark together with Keith and 
Sandra Rowe. Our group kept the 
staff hopping, catering to the 
needs of the Border Hoppers. Af-
ter lunch the girls found a garage 
sale next door to the bakery and 
few bargains were picked up. 
Caravaners and Crafty girls seem 
to be always looking for a  
"Garage Sale" or shop with spe-
cials.  
 

Saturday Afternoon:  
Our group of Alex, Dot, Phil, An-
nie, Una & Bill headed off to 
Wandiligong to get lost in the 
Maze but Bill got lost before that.  
 

Alex was keeping 
Bill entertained 
with his life sto-
ries causing Bill 
to miss the turn 
off; Phil flashed 
his lights to indi-
cate a problem. 
We pulled up on 
the side of the 
road, got in-
formed by Phil 
and had to turn 

around. Once again 
Bill got into a sticky 

situation when Phil put on his 
right indicator, Bill thinking turn 
at the next right "Wrong" Phil 
was about to pass. I must mention 
that ute of Phil's has a bit of get 
up and go.  
 

Well we eventually got there safe 
and sound. We were told not to 
cheat "Do not go through the 
wooden gates" they told us. I 
couldn't tell if they were wood 
but they were "quicker'  
 

The giant hedge of 850 cypress 
lambertiana bushes, at Wandili-
gong in Victoria's North East. 
The owner Lynne Bullen and her 
former partner Adrian Dwyer 
planted the "Wandi" maze in 
1990. It was opened to the public 
six years later. Today the oval 

Border Hoppers 
Mount Beauty Muster 

 

Bill Taylor 

Barney Gaskin won one of the 
bottles of wine. 

The camp kitchen proved to be a very suitable 
facility of the caravan park. 



47 

Maze features 2km of pathways, 
is rated as Australia's biggest, 
reaching 4.5m high, the maze 
takes one person eight days to 
trim. Situated just a short drive 
from Bright.  
 

They said it would only take about 
half an hour to find our way out, 
well we may have set a new re-
cord. No we didn't cheat, "who 
said that"? They didn't have a se-
curity cameras, "did they".  

 

After our visit to the maze we 
called into the "Wandi Pub" an 
interesting little pub with lots of 
curios around. Don't knock for 
service if it’s a bit slow and if you 
are drinking to forget, then pay in 
advance.  
 

Unfortunately the Power Station 
was not open for viewing on Satur-
day, a visit by Phil, Alex and Bill 

on Sunday gave an opportunity 
tovisit  the viewing room where 
the guide gave an informative talk 

together with the video story of 
AGL, the Power Station and its 
construction.  
 

Time to head back to Mount 
Beauty for Happy Hour, Happy 
Hour with a difference; this was 
to be held in a Brewery called 
Sweetwater Brewing Company! 
 

We were offered a tray of the 
various brews they make on site 
- some were interesting and some 

you would need 
to have developed 
taste for. 
After the beer 
sampl ing we 
headed off to the 
Mount Beauty 
Country Club for 
dinner. Mark, the 
chef, had ar-
ranged for a com-
plimentary des-
sert for us after 
our main course, I 
didn't take any 

photo's here; I must 
have been too busy 

eating.  
 

And so ended the day, a very 
busy day!    

Sunday morning. Pancake 
Breakfast  
Park owners, Mat & Duane, pro-
vided us with a complimentary 
Pancake Breakfast which was 
well received by all.  
 

Phil took the opportunity to 
thank the management for 
the hospitality extended to 
the Border Hoppers and 
the generous discount ap-
plied to our stay at their 
park.  
 

We welcomed Debbie & 
Garry who made the trip 
from Wagga Wagga for 
the day only and said fare-
well to those who had to 
return home for work 
commitments.  
 

Those who didn't go to the 
Power Station on Saturday made 
their way up the hill. Inside, we 
were told the story of its con-

struction and how it operates. A 
very informative talk, lots of 
charts and displays to check out. 
A video of the construction and 
operation was watched by all. 
The story of the Bogong Power 
Station is on the web at http://
aglbogonghydro.com.au/bogong-
power-station  
 

Whilst we were at the village we 
decided to call into to the restau-
rant for lunch, nice meals not too 
expensive and very tasty. The 
waitress was a lass from Bosnia, I 
asked her for her name and she 
replied better to call her "Milky" 
as her name was too hard to pro-
nounce.  
 

Although it was raining and a lit-
tle cold there were still a few peo-
ple visiting the village.  
 

Back to the Mount Beauty Camp 
where others had been playing 
card games and keeping warm in 
the camp kitchen. After Happy 
Hour it was decided to empty out 
the larder of left over casseroles 
etc, which made another interest-
ing meal. Then back into some 
serious card games, it had been 
years since I had played 500 and I 
was being instructed by some 
guys from the old school of card 
games. David Buckland made the 
comment that it is easy to antici-
pate what the next card is to be 
played but when a player has no 
style or knowledge and plays on 
luck alone, had him completely 
confused.  
 

Off to bed and up early for depar-
tures Monday morning.  
 

So ended our second muster and I 
think most people enjoyed the 
weekend even with the weather 
the way it was. A good muster is 
the one where the members enjoy 
the company of the others, meet-
ing new people and sharing sto-
ries of previous trips or life 
styles.  
 

Take care and travel safely until 
the next we come together again.  
 

ooOOoo 

The seeing eye dogs led them out! (L to R—Annie 
& Phil, Bill & Una, Dot & Alex) 

Six beers for $5 per tray—bargain! 
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We're heading off to Lameroo 
today to join other ACC members 
for a weekend muster and then a 
tag along to Mildura and Broken 
Hill. Lameroo is a small rural 
township on the Mallee Highway 
proclaimed in 1884, but, which 
didn't really take-off until the rail-
way passed through in 1906.  
We had arranged to meet up with 
friends in Tailem Bend for an 
early lunch at the Bakery before 
embarking on the rest of the jour-
ney to Lameroo. We arrived in 
Lameroo around 2pm and after 
some time sorting out which site 
were where and having paid our 
fees at the Lameroo Hotel we set 
up camp and congregated with 
other ACC members who had ar-
rived earlier. Present were 
Therese, Dennis, Mo, Des, Allan, 
Helen, Gary, Sue, Geraldine and 

myself. We were 
joined by Derek, 
Gwen, Neil, Kay, 
Phillipa & Alan, 
from the Gipp-
sland Gypsies for 
the tag along to 
Mildura. Derek 
and Gwen at-
tended one of our 
musters last year 
a t  P o r t 
Broughton whilst 
on their way to 
WA. After intro-
ductions and 
greetings we 
were introduced 
to a new Finnish 
game cal led 
Klop, which 
turned out to be a 
lot of fun. The 
usual Happy 
Hour was fol-
lowed by a deli-
cious dinner 
cooked by Sue 

rise. The clouds kept the frost 
away. Apart from a few trucks 
passing during the night it was 
otherwise peaceful. We had our 
breakfast and sat around till mid 
morning when we all went for a 
walk into town to the local mu-
seum. Entry was a gold coin do-
nation. The displays were inter-
esting as always. Most of these 
small town museums are operated 
by volunteers who rely on the 
passing tourist traffic for support. 
After about an hour of perusing 
the displays and bric-a-brac we 
walked to the town cafe for morn-
ing tea. We were joined by the 
final couple for the Muster, Ray 
and Joan who arrived just before 
lunch. After lunch we headed off 
to Gumvale homestead to look at 
how a local farmer operates. We 
were shown heavy farming equip-
ment and given an explanation of 
the workings of the farm includ-
ing the size of the acreage and 
yields of the crops. Parilla is re-
nowned for potato farming so we 
looked over one of the potato cir-
cles that was leased on the farm. 
The potatoes are grown through 
irrigation, whereas the other 
crops are reliant on rainfall only. 
Everyone enjoyed the visit to 
Gumvale and we thanked the 
owners, Les and Heather May-
nard, for allowing us to take a 
look. All very interesting for a 
city slicker, especially the cost of 
producing crops and amount of 
monies involved in the operation 
of the farm. Then it was back to 
the van park for a game of Klop 
before happy hour, this time a 
match between the couples play-
ing as a team. This was followed 
by a pizza dinner around an open 
fire. Geraldine looks like coming 
down with a cold so she went to 
bed early. 
Tomorrow we pack up and move 
to a free camp at Parilla for 2 
nights.  
 
Day 3—We left Lameroo in 
small groups and arrived in Pa-

Sundowners Lameroo 
Muster and Tagalong 

 

Alby Kramer 

and Geraldine. After dinner it got 
quite cold outside so most stayed 
indoors, whereas the more hardy 
of us sat around a nice little 
choofer fire and spun ditties and 
discussed the mulesing of sheep 
and other farmyard antics. After 
a long tiring day of travel we 
called it a night and headed off 
back to the van for some Internet 
therapy and then bed. 
 

Day 2—It was not as cold this 
morning as we determined it 
would be the night before, due 
mainly to some drizzle arriving 
early in the morning around sun-

Campfire at Lameroo. 
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rilla rest area about 15 minutes 
later. Parilla is only a short dis-
tance from Lameroo but the point 
of the exercise was to free camp 
for a couple of nights without a 
power cord attached and relying 
on house batteries and gas. Most 
of the vans had 3 way fridges so it 
was only a matter of switching 
over to gas. The lighting was 
through the 12v systems. After 
lunch we were invited to the 
'Gregory Block' a property owned 
by Therese and Dennis' son Leon 
and wife Linda. This property is 
only small but still had cattle and 
sheep grazing. We were shown a 
Mallee fowl nest in the scrub be-
fore being taken to the 'Love 

Shack' a small cottage that Leon 
built for their private getaways. 
Leon showed us some working 
sheep dogs in action and the large 
shed he had built for the vehicles 
and equipment. We had afternoon 
tea at the shack and then after 
thanking Leon and Linda we 
headed back to the rest area for a 
game of Klop and happy hour. 
The Sundowners are quickly pick-
ing the game up as we won a 
game or two. In the evening we all 
went to the Parilla Pub, which just 
happened to be across the road 
from the camp. We dined on 
schnitzels and watched the Crows 
beat the Dockers on the TV. By 
the time we finished dinner it was 
getting cold so it was time to go 
indoors. 
 

Day 4—This morning most of us 
slept in and then had a big break-
fast before taking a walk through 

Parilla township being shown 
various historic locations by 
Gordon Hancock the Mayor of 
the Murray Mallee District 
Council who had anecdotal sto-
ries of his younger years, as well 
as commentary by both Therese 
and Dennis who grew up in the 
area. The rest of the day was 
taken up with a Klop rematch 
and happy hour sitting around a 
campfire. We said farewell to 
Ray and Joan who had to return 
to Adelaide for work commit-
ments. In the evening the 
Kramer’s, Ormsbys and Thomp-
sons had a BBQ dinner. It started 
to rain later in the evening so we 
all retreated to the vans. 
 

Day 5—It rained most of the 
night and we woke up to a misty 
day. We packed up to move to 
our next location. On the way to 
Pinnaroo we stopped at the Pa-
rilla Premium Potato Processing 
Factory where we were given a 
tour of the facilities. This was 
followed by morning tea at a 
roadside stop before continuing 
on to Pinnaroo for lunch and a 
tour of the Heritage Centre. It 
was then a short journey to Mur-
rayville just over the Victorian 
border where we set up for the 
night in the local caravan park. 
Happy hour was at the Murray-

ville football club where Lance 
Perkins a town elder, and uncle to 
the V8 driver Larry Perkins, kept 
the group entertained with stories 
of the history of Murrayville and 
the early days of the Redex Tri-
als. The weather deteriorated a bit 
and it rained most of the night. 
We were snug in the van with the 
heater on watching the TV for the 
rest of the evening before bed 
time. 
 

Day 6—This morning the wind 
was up but it stayed dry. After 
breakfast small groups walked 
into the village to look around 
and take a few photos. Gary and 
Sue stayed in Murrayville for an 
extra day as they had a funeral to 
attend in Pinnaroo. Mid morning 
the rest of the group departed for 
Cowangie and the Kow Plains 
Homestead, part of the Kow 
Plains Station complex. This his-
torical homestead has been re-

Looking for spuds on the farm 
visit. 

The Kow Homestead. 
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stored by volunteers and is now 
on the Historic Building Register. 
One of the volunteers Joslin 
Lidner showed us around the com-
plex which included the home-
stead, a barn, a well and a cook-
house. The station was first settled 
in 1859. 
 

The homestead is dated to 1860. 
After the tour we had morning tea 
in the cookhouse and enjoyed 
small cakes and scones put on by 
the volunteers. Then it was back 
into Cowangie to look at the Bush 
Nurse's Cottage and the Baker's 
oven. We continued on to Under-
bool for lunch and to look at the 
Memorial Wall built to com-
memorate the pioneers and early 
settlers of the area. We stopped at 
Walpeup for the night. Our arrival 
filled the small van park but we all 
managed to get a powered site. 
Late afternoon saw the Sundown-
ers playing Klop whilst the GGs 

day was rounded off with an-
other ubiquous 'happy hour' be-
fore the colder temperatures sent 
members indoors. 
 

Day 7—Crikey, it was cold this 
morning when we woke up, tem-
perature was around 1 degC. De-
parture from Walpeup was at 
9:15am. I elected to wait till 
Gary & Sue caught up. By 
10:15am Sue drove into 
Walpeup and we travelled to-
gether to Ouyen arriving there 

We tried the Bakery at Ouyen for 
brunch and then had a quick look 
around the CBD before heading 
off to Hattah. Happy Hour was at 
the usual time and by the end of 
the day-light it got so cold we all 
headed back to our vans. Tomor-
row we finish this section of the 
Tagalong at Mildura and settle in 
for the GGs Muster over the long 
weekend at the Palms Caravan 
Park. 

ooOOoo 

Sundowners and some Gypsy friends. 

about 30 minutes 
later. By this time 
the others had 
looked around 
Ouyen, refuelled, 
had a coffee and 
were on their way 
to Hattah for lunch. 
We decided to stay 
in Ouyen for lunch 
and then catch up at 
Hattah.   
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Relax 
And Discover the Beauty of the Granite Belt 

 

10 High Street, Stanthorpe, Queensland 4380 
 

Phone: 07 4681 4888 info@topoftown.com.au  Fax: 07 4681 4222 
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  Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Mens sizes M to 5XL, with pockets. Ladies sizes 12 to 26, without pocket (pockets are available at 
no charge—to be self sewn). 

$38.00 ea 
Postage: 1 shirt—$8.00, 2 to 4 shirts—$12, add $2.95 for registered post. 

 Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 

 $15.00 ea 
Postage: Up to 4 caps—$8.00, 5 to 8 caps—$12.00 

 Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
$15.00 ea 

Postage: 1 flag—$9.50, 2 flags—$11.50  
 Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 

Note: If stickers are purchased along with another item, or items, no additional postage charges will 
apply. 
NEW ITEM! Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                            $10.00 ea 
Postage: $2.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Large Van Sticker                                                                                                     $3.00 ea 
Postage: $1.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen                                                    $1.00 ea 
Postage: $0.75 for up to 5 stickers. 

 

ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours of green & 
gold. 

$7.00 ea 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for the first stubby holder is free.  
Add $0.50 for each additional.  
 

Postage: $7.50 for up to 10 holders, $12.00 for 11 to 18 holders. 
 ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and web ad-

dress in green & gold. Please advise tyre size when ordering. We have good stocks of this item. 
 $50.00 ea 

Postage: $12.00 + $2.95 Registered Post (if required). 

 

  

Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  
A MUST for all travellers. (Limited Stocks).                                   

Special Price $15.00 ea 
 
Postage: $2.00 

  
  
  
 

Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 
“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson Lakes Vic 

3197” 
The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have their mem-
bership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the event they should be 
lost. The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, and 
comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 

$7.50 ea 
Postage: $1.50 (maximum of 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

NEW ITEM! Club Umbrella, quality unit with fibreglass shaft and carbon fibre bow, making a very 
durable umbrella in clb colours of green and gold, with club logo on 2 sides. 

$25.00 ea 
Postage: $13.00 ea. 

  

Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name. 
$4.00 ea 

Postage: No charge if purchased with an item or items that do attract a postage charge. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for up to 2 lanyards. 

  
The brimmed hat, bottle green in colour with club emblem in gold on the front.  Available                 
$18.00 ea 
in 2 sizes, small 57cm and large 61cm.  The hat as an adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a 
snug fit.              
Postage: up to 4 hats---$8; 5 to 8 hats---$12 

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the 
Nomad mail slip. 

Note: Prices shown are current at time of publication and may be subject 
to change. 

Club Shop 
 

Club Shop 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

  

 

  
  The pens are silver and green with club emblem in gold.                                                                       $8.00 ea 
 PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
 item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for this 
 item.  If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 pens. 

  

 

  
 
The club jacket is a polar fleece full zip jacket, bottle green in colour, similar to the green on collar  $44.00 ea 
of club shirt with club emblem on the  left side.                                                             
 Postage:  1 or 2 jackets ---  $12.00 

Date 2012 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Sep 7—9 Southern Nomads VIC Maryborough Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 

Sep 7—9 Murray River Ramblers NSW Cohuna Muster  Roz McMillan 03 5873 2500 

Sep 7—9 Hunter Ramblers NSW Gundy Muster Diane Archer Email 

Sep 12—17 Country Cruisers QLD Blackbutt Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Sep 14—16 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Lightning Ridge Mustr Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2033 

Sep 14—16 Border Hoppers NSW Hamilton Springs Must Bill  Taylor 02 6926 2274 

Sep 21—23 Swan River Rovers WA Lake Towerrinning  Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Sep 21—23 Bayside Wanderers VIC Tara Valley Muster  Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Oct 7—22 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Mallacoota Tagalong Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Oct 11—16 Goldcoast Gadabouts QLD Leslie Dam Muster Lynda Richards 07 5535 5269 

Oct 12—15 Country Cruisers QLD Laidley Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Oct 12—14 Southern Cross Overlandrs SA Wallaroo Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Oct 13—20 Sydney City Slickers NSW Mallacoota Tagalong Joy Lewis 02 9982 7845 

Oct 16—Nov 11 Southern Highlanders NSW Mallacoota Tagalong Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Oct 19—21 Hunter Ramblers NSW Gresford Muster  Diane Archer Email 

Oct 22—28 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Mallacoota Tagalong Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2033 

Oct 22—28 ACC ALL Naitional Muster Derek Hale 03 5144 4174 

Nov 2—4 Swan River Rovers WA Buselton Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Nov 9—11 Murray River Ramblers VIC Bright Muster Roz McMillan 03 5873 2500 

Nov 16—19 Southern Nomads VIC Yarrawonga Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 

Nov 16—18 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Bretti Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2033 

Nov 23—25 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Marong Muster (AGM) Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Nov 23—26 Country Cruisers QLD Lowood Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Nov 23—25 Souther Cross Overlanders SA Murray Bridge Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Nov 23—25 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Kenilworth Muster Jenny Rehren 07 4128 0379 

Nov 23—25 Bayside Wanderers VIC Kerang Muster Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Nov 23—29 Goldcoast Gadabouts QLD Brunswick Heads Must Lynda Richards 07 5535 5269 

Nov 23—26 Sydney City Slickers NSW Budgewoi Muster Joy Lewis 02 9982 7845 

Nov 23—25 Border Hoppers VIC Mt Beauty Muster Bill  Taylor 02 6926 2274 

Your presence at a branch muster is always welcome, regardless of whether you are a member of a branch, 
or not. If you would like to attend just give the contact person a call so that you can get the current infor-
mation. Full details can also be found on the Club’s website for those of you that are computer-literate. 
 

Changed your Email address lately? You have let the ACC Secretary, and your Branch Secretary, know 
about it—havn’t you?  
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ACC Branch Directory 
 

 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 
Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Holly Humphrey 
0412 211 260 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Lynda Richards 
07 5535 5269 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Lyn Richens 
02 4956 6338 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Diane Archer hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

Bevan Wittwer 
07 5494 9252 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Pam Gregory 
08 8374 4034 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Myra Males 
02 4684 2139 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Jim Henwood 
07 5341 6094 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Maria Minchin 
08 9332 6190 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Joy Lewis 
02 9982 7845 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Dawn Nutley 
07 54263621 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Geoff McLean 
0419 372 044 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Bill Taylor 
02 6926 2274 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Roz McMillan 
03 5873 2500 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Noeline Williams 
0428 325 335 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Rod Shapley 
0439 600 959 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Met up with the driver of this rig, up 
in the Kimberly. He really appreci-
ated the effort we put in to contact-
ing him on the UHF and letting him 
know that we would stay well out of 
his way. 
 

Don’t fall into the trap of expecting 
these guys to weave their way 
around you, especially on the dirt! 
Common sense and a friendly wave 
can help keep everyone safe! 






