
Official magazine of the 
Australian Caravan 

Club Limited R
eg

is
te

re
d 

by
 A

us
tr

al
ia

 P
os

t 
Pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
N

o.
  

10
00

00
70

5 
A

C
N

 1
21

 3
00

 8
56

 
IS

SN
 1

83
5-

16
46

 

Spring 2014 Vol 8/No 4 



 



 



4 
 

Club Management 
 
Chairman 
Tom Smith 
chair@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Secretary 
Craig Humphrey 
secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Treasurer 
Robert Tudor 
treasurer@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Publicity 
Lionel Mussell 
 

Directors 
Brian Ward 
Debbie Cohen 
Bruce Beausang 
 

Nomad Editorial Team 
Lionel Mussell 
Alan Lazarus 
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Webmaster 
Rob Tudor 
webmaster@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Returning Officer 
Barry Konemann 
 

Committee Chairs 
Budget Camping—Tom Smith 

 

National Marketing Manager—
Debbie Cohen 

 

National Muster— 
Therese Goodwin 
 

Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
PO Box 631 
Patterson Lakes, VIC  3197 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

The Nomad is a publication of the Austra-
lian Caravan Club Limited, it is published 
for the benefit of club members. 
 

All contributions and suggestions for fu-
ture issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 
 

The content of this magazine is subject to 
copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have 
obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been 
used. 
 

Opinions expressed in any article are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the Club Management. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid 
for by the advertiser. Members and read-
ers should not assume that the inclusion of 
an advertisement is a recommendation as 
to the suitability or otherwise of the prod-
uct or service being advertised. 
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From The Editor 
G’Day All, 
 

Got to start off with an apology—
the Lucky number for the last is-
sue was accidentally erased dur-
ing the proofing stage—sorry 
about that, but you all obviously 
enjoyed looking for it! It is defi-
nitely in this issue! 
 

This issue is larger than normal 
due to the inclusion of the audited 
reports. From reading them it is 
quite obvious that the club is in a 
stage of rapid growth, and is be-
ing managed in a proper manner. 
 

We have a talented team at the 
helm, but we must ensure that we 
don’t over-burden them. If you 
see an opportunity to help in the 
operations of the club, please put 
your hand up! Your efforts will 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

There were a large number of No-
mads from the last issue, returned 
to us with the dreaded “No 
Longer at This Address” message 
stamped on them. There is a lot of 
work involved in repackaging and 
resending—not to mention the 
expense, so please, please, please 
advise the Secretary whenever 
you change address, don’t leave it 
until renewal time! 

 

Cheers, Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Summer) issue is November 

10th, 2014. 

Official Business 
 

Notice of the 2014 Annual      24 
General Meeting 
Includes the AGM agenda. 
                

Audited Annual Reports        25            
You will need these for the 
A.G.M. 

Underground church 
Coober Pedy. 
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From the Chair 

Lucky Number 
 

There is a lucky membership 
number hidden in this edition. 
Truly! It’s in here somewhere! 
 

If it’s yours get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a 
$20 Bunnings voucher.  
 
 

ooOOoo 

Update Your Details! 
 

Sadly, every week, we have mail 
that we have sent to a member 
returned to us marked “No 
Longer at This Address”.  
 

On behalf of the club’s record-
keepers, please, drop us a line or 
a call to let us know when any of 
your details have changed!   

   

 

I started writing this column while 
camped on the Burdekin River off 
the Gregory Road about 50 K 
south-east of Green Vale a very 
picturesque spot. 
 

This year’s chairman’s musters 
have again exceeded my expecta-
tions, with 37 units at Yarrawonga 
Vic. and 82 Maryborough Qld, 
with three or four Vans attending 
both musters. Members attended 
from all over the country and I 
enjoyed the chance to talk to 
them.This year the musters were 
organised by Peter Eade and help-
ers at Yarrawonga and Trevor 
Owens and the Wide Bay Burnett-
Nomads branch for Maryborough, 
this made life a lot easier for my-
self and Sandra. Thank you to all 
who helped. 
 

On the Sunday of the Marybor-
ough Muster the Board had a Face 
to Face Board Meeting. I find hav-
ing these meetings very produc-
tive. 
 

During the Maryborough muster 
we had talks with an insurance 
company who are very interested 
in providing insurance for mem-
bers caravan, motorhomes et cet-
era. At the time of writing this 
column we are working through 
the mechanics of getting the 
scheme up and running. Ray Cor-
nell has done a huge amount work 
on behalf of the club and we 
wouldn’t be in this positive area 
without his input. 
 

While we have been travelling in 

Queensland hiding from the 
Northern tablelands winter, we 
had lunch at the Brothers 
Leagues club in Townsville with 
seven members from the Towns-
ville area. This was the first time 
they had met and they are very 
interested in starting a branch so 
hopefully we will have a branch 
in North Queensland in the near 
future. 
 

This year’s national muster is 
coming together nicely with a 
very interesting program. I am 
looking forward to catching up 
with members and it is very 
pleasing to see the number of 
members who are attending for 
the first time. 
 

Our Column in the Caravan and 
Motorhome Magazine has had 
some positive feedback. One re-
tired Truck and Bus operator 
contacted the club to thank us for 
the column on Road Etiquette. 
This has grown to C&M asking 
the board if we would print arti-
cles from them in the “Nomad”. 
The board has approved for this 
to happen. 
 

One of our members who live in 
Tamworth have used Club Mem-
ber Benefits and in doing so off-
set the cost club membership 
subscription.  They saved $44 on 
a new windscreen put in the tug 
and then spent a total of six 
nights at the farm stays in 
Queensland which reduced their 
accommodation costs on their 
trip north. So please use our 
member benefits as much as pos-
sible, it’s a case of use it or lose 
it. 
 

It is very pleasing to see the con-
tinued growth of the club over 
the last financial year both in in-
creased membership and also the 
increased awareness of the ACC 
in the broader community. This 
has resulted in ACC being asked 
for input into issues that affect 
our members. 
 

Some friends of ours who we 
had met through a caravan club 

Chairman’s  
Musters 

 

A quick reminder from Chair-
man Tom— Chairman’s mus-
ters are held several times in 
any year, attendance is open to 
any and all ACC members! 

(they are now members of ACC) 
are working on a large cattle sta-
tion in north Queensland, running 
one of the accommodation 
camps. Their boss allowed us to 
visit them so we stayed with them 
three nights and had a look 
around, Sandra and I found it in-
teresting to say the least, just to 
see how one of these large sta-
tions operate and  what is re-
quired. It is a whole different 
world when compared to a farm 
near Inverell. One of the benefits 
of being in a club like ours is the 
number of friends we make from 
across the whole country and the 
information and opportunities 
that come about. 
 

Remember let’s be careful out 
there and travel safely, 

Tom 
ooOOoo 
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Recreational Vehicles (RV's) reg-
istered interstate but travelling 
through NSW are not subject to 
the breakaway brake battery 
monitoring requirements under 
current NSW Road Transport 
regulations.   
 

A NSW registered caravan over 
two tonnes GTM (with electric 
brakes) must have a battery pow-
ered system capable of operating 
the van brakes automatically for at 
least 15 minutes if it breaks away 
from the towing vehicle.  Such a 
caravan must have a remote warn-
ing light, readout or speaker de-
vice in the tow vehicle to show if 
the breakaway brake system bat-
tery has appropriate operating 
power.  The alternative? You 
could move interstate, of course. 
 

It appears legal if the caravan 
mounted breakaway battery is 
constantly charged by the tow ve-
hicle/house battery system AND 
an appropriate warning device 
(audio and/or visual) is installed 
into the towing vehicle, to alert 
the driver if there is insufficient 
charge to activate the breakaway 
braking system in the caravan. 
 

 You might have the system nicely 
wired up to put charge into the 
monitor battery, but how many of 
you have the warning system in-
stalled in the tug? 
 

Keep in mind that this is now a 
legal requirement to tow a NSW 
registered caravan in NSW, so 
you don’t want your unequipped 
van to be of interest to the High-
way Patrol, the RTA or an insur-
ance assessor. 
 

The Australian Caravan Club isn’t 
the RV police, or guardian of the 
road rules, but we care that a new 
and minimally publicised rule 
could cause embarrassment and 
financial disadvantage to vanners 

who were unaware that this was 
implemented in August 2013.  In 
the spirit of trying to advise ALL 
the caravanning fraternity, not 
just ACC members, if you have 
read this far,  YOU HAVE 
BEEN TOLD! 
 

An appropriate breakaway brake 
system on a heavy caravan is 
reasonable, because the last thing 
we ever need to meet is a run-
away unattached van in full 
flight. A low battery monitor in 
the tow vehicle appears very 
costly for something which only 
tells you that your breakaway 
brake is already inoperative. The 
actual driving brakes should still 
work, because they operate inde-
pendently.   
 

In the meantime, breakaway bat-
tery boxes usually have a press-
button check system in the van 
boot.  Maybe make a breakaway 
battery check an essential item 
on your daily drive-off checklist. 
 

Want to be sure the breakaway 
system is actually working?  Pull 
the breakaway wire and plug out, 
and try and roll the car and van 
forward.  The van brakes should 
lock up.  Replace the plug, all the 
way in, wait a moment for the 
system to reset, and be secure 
that it works. Didn’t lock up?  
Van doctor. 
 

The Australian Caravan Club is 
the club for all RVers.   Enjoy 
your drive. 

ooOOoo 

and varied bird species found 
here. Many of these species are 
quite rare and therefore a key at-
t r ac t ion  fo r  en thus ia s t s . 
 

In May 2014 Ballina Lakeside 
Holiday Park worked with repre-
sentatives from Birdlife Northern 
NSW who identified 110 differ-
ent species of birds in and around 
the holiday park area,  including 
Shaw’s Bay. 

Of these 110 species, 44 are clas-
sified as uncommon bird species 
and include the Tawny Frog-
mouth, Royal Spoonbill, White-
breasted Woodswallow, and the 
Striped Honeyeater. A further 45 
common, 18 migratory and 
3 ocean species were also  identi-
fied. 

In addition, other interesting 
wildlife spotting includes the rare 

Give Us A Break! 
 

Caravan Breakaway Unit, Bat-
tery Monitoring in N.S. W. 

 (Russ Voysey) 

Bird watchers love 
the abundant 

birdlife in Ballina 
(Advertorial) 

Ballina, on the Far North Coast 
of NSW, is an area renowned for 
its natural beauty and stunning 
beaches. However it is also a 
popular destination for bird 
watchers from around Australia, 
who come for the abundant 
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Now is it CASSilis or CassILis?  
Even the locals don't seem to 
agree but however it is pro-
nounced this little town just 
won't lie down and die.  Situated 
in a pretty little valley about two 
kilometres off the Golden High-
way between Merriwa and Dune-
doo, Cassilis is a shadow of it's 
former self but it's community 
spirit ensures that it is far from a 
ghost town. 
 

The ACC Hunter Ramblers first 
stayed there in 2013 for the 
“running of the sheep” festival in 
nearby Merriwa.  We were made 
so welcome by the little town 
and felt that as part of the grey 
nomad/caravanning fraternity we 
play our part in the survival of 
little towns such as Cassilis, we 
returned this year for our “winter 
in July” (which we had in June. 
Go figure.) 
 

Ten to twenty years ago Cassilis 
had a population of several hun-
dred, now the sign at the edge of 
town says Population 110, but 
we were told by a resident that, 
“if everyone is at home” they 
have a population of 60.  How-
ever the historic pub is open 
again after being closed for three 
years and does a very good roast 
lunch on Sundays, there is an 
interesting gift shop/art gallery 
(with an open fire) that does tea, 
coffee, light meals and home-
made cakes and slices, open 
every day.  Located in the old 
stone built Courthouse next to 
the Police Station is a shop, open 
for a limited time each morning. 
 

We stayed at the Cassilis Bowl-
ing Club and Recreation Reserve 
which has a number of powered 
sites, some with water, a clean 
modern toilet and shower block 
(hot water) and plenty of grassy 
unpowered sites.  Cost is $10 per 
night.  Because we had a group 

booking we even got a discount 
on that very reasonable price, 
they provided trailer loads of fire-
wood (it was a freezing wet and 
windy weekend) and gave us ac-
cess to undercover shelter and a 
room for our activities. Bargain!  
We warmed up with a communal 
camp oven soup and damper 
night on Friday night. 

The greens at the Bowling Club 
have sadly gone the way of 
greens at many little clubs and no 
bowls are played there any more 
but the Club is still operating ap-
parently very successfully.  It has 
a friendly little bar, five pokies, a 
pool table and is open every eve-
ning staffed by efficient volun-
teers.  It does meals and meat raf-
fles on Friday nights.  Not sure 
we will be so welcome next time 
as the Ramblers really cleaned up 
in the raffles.  We did hear a few 
“bloody caravanners again” but it 
was said in a spirit of friendship 
(I think). 

 

On Saturday night the Club pro-
vided our “Christmas Dinner”.  
Some of our members did a great 
job of decorating the dining area 
during the afternoon and really 
set the scene for a festive event.  

Black Wallaby, Common Bottle-
nosed Dolphin, Indo-Pacific Bot-
tle-nosed Dolphin, Eastern Water 
Dragon, Cream-striped Shining-
skink and the Grey-headed Flying 
Fox. 

Gerald Searle, General Manager, 
says “The area within and sur-
rounding Ballina Lakeside Holi-
day Park is great for bird watching 
as the weather is generally mild 
and there are many suitable look-
out points and locations which are 
ideal for spotting. I couldn’t be-
lieve how many different species 
June Harris, from Birdlife North-
ern NSW found in such a small 
area.” Gerald said the Tawny 
Frogmouth (pictured) was in his 
garage at Ballina Lakeside, unfor-
tunately he or she was making a 
mess on his car  overnight! 

The full list of the bird species is 
available for guests at reception 
and Ballina Lakeside would like 
to encourage other active bird-
watchers to add to this growing 
list. 

ooOOoo 

Ghost Town with 
Spirit 

 

(Lindsay Marshall) 

The “boys” tell a few tall tales 
around the fire. 

The “girls” found a warm spot 
for a game of cards. 
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Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Many of our members  have 
toyed with the idea of forming an 
ACC branch which would cater 
to their particular needs—it could 
be to simply get together with 
other local members, or to get a 
common interest group together 
(e.g. antique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around 
waiting for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an email to the 
Secretary, he’ll be glad to walk 
you through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

The very reasonable cost of our 
two course dinner included a DJ 
who managed to have most of us 
up on the dance floor for much of 
the evening.  In particular the 
Ramblers would like to thank 
Linda, Club President for her ef-
forts in making this a great week-
end, Kevin for the loads of very 
welcome fire wood, Denise and 
her team for the great dinner and 
DJs Cheryl and Rod Cunningham 
aka The Sly Pigs (think about 
it......).  And to the rest of the un-
named volunteers and citizens of 
Cassilis, thank you also. 
 

ooOOoo 

Some Travellers Info.  
Cassilis is about two kilometres 
off the Golden Highway between 
Merriwa (40k east) and Dunne-
doo (66k west).  Coolah is 48k 
north west and Mudgee about 80k 
south west.  Coolah Tops Na-
tional Park (about 40k beyond 
Coolah) is well worth a visit and 
can be done as a day trip from 
Cassilis.  
 The Bowling Club/Recreation 
Reserve is about 1k off the High-
way and about 1k from the town, 
a pleasant walk.  Pull up and find 
a site then pay at the Bowling 
Club when it open.  
Cassilis is a convenient stopover 
for travellers heading along the 
Golden Highway in any direction.  
It is a little town like many others 
struggling to survive but it has a 
great community spirit and is 
working hard to ensure it's future 
and they value our patronage.  As 
caravanners/ACC members/grey 
nomads we can play our little part 
by supporting them. 

Another Recipe! 
 

(Peter Harding) 

This recipe is a variation on the 
normal recipe that many of you 
will have had in the course of 
your lives. 
 

When using palm sugar you have 
to remember that palm sugar is 
sweeter than sugar derived from 
sugar cane. 
 

If using ordinary sugar or other 
sweeteners you will not get the 
same flavour as you get from 
palm sugar. 
 

So once again I put in the warn-
ing of if you are watching your 
sugar intake or you are a diabetic 
please be mindful of how much 
if any palm sugar you use. 
 

The Pain Perdu recipe in the last 
edition of the NOMAD and this 
recipe are desserts that a lot of 
people have not heard of or tried 
but are good and simple recipes 
that are easy to make and as you 
can see require few ingredients. 
 

I hope those of you club mem-
bers that have tried or will try 
these recipes enjoyed the taste or 
will enjoy the taste. 
 

PeterH 

Poached Bananas 
 

Ingredients: 
Banana, ripe x 1 
Palm sugar to taste 
Coconut milk or cream x 165ml 
 

Method: 
Peel and cut banana in half, 
length ways then cut in half 
again with a diagonal cut. 
 

Place cut pieces of banana into a 
saucepan, pour the coconut milk 
over the banana pieces. 
 

Add the palm sugar and heat on a 
medium flame until milk starts to 
boil. 
 

Turn the heat off and allow the 
milk to stop bubbling. 
Place banana pieces into a bowl 
and pour milk over the banana. 

 

Things to try: 
After removing the banana from 
the saucepan, you can thicken the 
milk with some cornflour and 
then pour the custard over the 
pieces of banana. 
 

If you are going to thicken the 
milk into a custard be sure to 
taste and add more sugar if 
needed. 
Pandanas leaves can add to the 
flavour of the dish. 

ooOOoo 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
After eating an entire bull, a 
mountain lion felt so good he 
started roaring. He kept it up 
until a hunter came along and 
shot him. The moral of this 
story: When you’re full of bull, 
keep your mouth shut!!! 
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Family owned and operated for 
over 35 years providing a one-
stop shop for all your caravan-

ning needs. 

General and Insurance  
Repairs 
 

Servicing and  
Maintenance 
 

After Market Installs 
 

12volt Systems and 
Solar 
 

Gas & Safety  
Certificates 
 

Warranty Repairs for 
most Major  
Manufacturers 
 

Spares and Accesso-
ries, over 2000 items 
in stock 
 

Quality Workmanship 
 

Friendly Service 

3 Way Fridges 
 

Awnings 
 

Gas and Diesel  
Heaters 
 

TV’s and Antennas 
 

Air Conditioners 
 

L.E.D. Lighting 
 

12v and Solar 
 

Chassis Equipment 
 

Toilets and Sanitation 
 

Spares and Accesso-
ries 

Call in today & meet our 
great team of friendly 

staff. 

 

Visit our online  
shop 

suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
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In August 2013 we took a 4WD 
tour through the Kimberley’s.  
The remote towns of Broome, 
Derby, Kununurra, the scrub and 
cattle stations along the Gibb 
River Road, Lake Argyle and 
the Bungle Bungles.  This is 
Australia’s last frontier and a 
land of ancient beauty. 
 

With strong walking shoes, 
swimmers, reasonable fitness, 
our swag and a sense of humour 
we ventured out into the un-
known.  What an adventure it 
was, with many kilometres of 
heavily corrugated dirt roads, 
amazing waterfalls and magic 
sunsets.  Giant Boab trees were 
ever present in the area.  The 
high tides along the coast create 
challenges for the locals at 
times.  Tides can be as high as 
12 metres. 
 

After leaving Derby and an his-
torical Boab gaol tree, we vis-
ited Windjana Gorge.  Freshwa-
ter crocodiles were lying 
sunbaking in the gorge, always 
having one eye on us.  We then 
waded through Tunnel Creek 
with our torches to view this 
amazing creek. This area was a 
one-time home to legendary 
aborigine, Jandamurra, whose 
story is well worth reading. 
 

We swam in the waterfalls at 
Bell Gorge and swam amongst 

the water lilies of Galvins Gorge. 
We camped overnight at Mt Bar-
nett Station.  It is August and the 
weather is warm, so sleeping un-
der the stars was most pleasant in 
a very cosy swag.   Also neces-
sary was very strong repellent as 
the mozzies love the Kimberleys 
just as much as we do. 
 

The trek into Manning Falls is a 
hard walk but well worth it. The 
road from the Pentecost River 
into El Questro and on to 
Kununurra is bitumen so that 
section was easier going.  We 
camped at El Questro, a working 
cattle station as well as tourist 
resort, for two nights so we can 
catch our breath and admire the 
sheer beauty of the Kimberley’s, 
and enjoyed a few well-earned 
cold beers.  El Questro has a 
story to be told that dates back 
several centuries. 
 

Zebedee Springs are well appre-
ciated early in the morning.  The 
warm springs and the cool air 
make for a very serene experi-
ence.  After the springs we trek 
up to see Emma Gorge.  Rather 
rough walking or should I say 
scrambling over rocks to get to it 
but the swim and the view of the 
magnificent waterfall makes it 
all worthwhile. 
 

We took a sunset cruise on Lake 
Argyle (Dam of the Ord River 
Catchment). This was an experi-
ence we will never forget.  
Treading water in the lake, with 
the help of a noodle to keep 
afloat whilst  watching the sun 
go down, drinking champagne 

and nibbling on cheese and bik-
kies handed down to us by the 
Captain..  Not a care in the world.  
The wild life were watching us 
with interest on the edge of the 
lake. Up to 50 metres of water 
under us but, fortunately, not a 
crocodile in sight! There is so 
much water in this man-made 

lake – up to 22 times the 
volume of Sydney Har-
bour we are told. We 
also visited the historical 
Durack Homestead 
which was relocated to a 
higher location before 
they flooded the dam. 
 

Then onto Purnululu Na-
tional Park –home of the 
world famous Bungle 
Bungles. This was our 
home for two nights, 

camping in safari tents, so com-
paratively it was luxury.  The 
highlights of this World Heritage 
listed park included the Bungle 
Bungle domes, Echidna Chasm, 
the towering Livingstonia Palm 
trees and Cathedral Gorge.  We 
elected to walk the entire Bungle 
Bungles so did not take a helicop-
ter flight over the top.   For those 
who are not so mobile, and whose 
budget allows, a short helicopter 
flight for a birds-eye view of the 
beehive domes is great experi-
ence. 
 

We then travelled down the high-
way to Fitzroy Crossing, stopping 

Our Trip Around 
the Kimberley Loop 

 

(Tom & Dian Barnes) 
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at Halls Creek to visit the local 
aboriginal arts museum and the 
ruins of Old Halls Creek where 
gold discovery had caused a rush 
in the 1800’s. Our last stop was 
Geikie Gorge.  We boarded a boat 
and cruised through this majestic 
gorge.  We spot wildlife and learn 
about the geology of this natural 
wonder. 
 

Most of the Gibb River Road is 
dirt and river crossings, really not 
suitable for caravans that aren’t 
equipped for off-road touring.   
Yes, you can certainly do this trek 
in a good 4WD and solid camper 
trailer or with camping equipment.  
Supplies can be brought at several 
stations along the road but very 
expensive and fuel is really over 
the top.   So if you are planning to 
do this trip stock up on all essen-
tials before you leave. We left our 
van in Broome, but you could also 
store it in Kununurra, Derby or 
Wyndham whilst you did the loop. 
 

There is so much to see and do, it 

can take seven 
days or seven 
weeks. It just 
depends on the 
time you have 
available. 
 

So, all in all a 
great road trip 
with so many 
sights, experi-
ences  and 
w o n d e r f u l 
memories. 
 

Remember:  
 

“You’ll never, 
never know, if 
you never, 
never go! 
 

ooOOoo 

 
 

Chairman’s Muster—Yarrawonga—2014 
(A pictorial roundup by Russ Voysey) 
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Monday 3rd of March saw the ar-
rival of most of our people from 
the Sunny Coast as well as Lionel 
from Melbourne and Leigh and 
Lindsay from Sydney.  

 

Next day it was off to Britz to col-
lect our 16 Motorhomes and met 
with Elsie and Alan from 
Paekakariki who were joining us 
on our North Island Discovery 
trip. Lunch at Maraetai allowed all 
but Lionel to make our way out of 
Auckland and then a short trip 
down the Thames Coast to a wel-
come Hot Pool at Miranda.  
 

Lionel by now had managed to get 
lost – back to the airport, purchase 
a GPS and an hour later he was at 
Miranda. An easy shakedown trip. 
Then we found what had been left 
out of our vans, and what did not 
work. However a visit from the 
Britz on road support vehicle and 
we were ready to go.  
 

The North Island has many twists 
and turns as the road skirts bays, 
rivers hills etc. but the trip up the 
coast from Thames is a really 
good introduction to what was to 
follow over the next 21 days – 
John continually promised us a 
“straight road” but somehow they 
never really arrived. Our first real 
day of driving took us up the 
Coromandel Coast, over the hill 
(“Mountain range in Australia”) 
and to our home for a couple of 
nights at Hahei. A group meal on 

arrival after a great happy hour 
capped off the day.  
 

The following day we experi-
enced a real Kiwi Icon – Hot 
Water Beach!!!. Hired some 
shovels, used our brute strength 
and dug a hole in the sand – 
which then filled with HOT wa-
ter –what an experience. Have a 
look at the photos – are these 
“seniors” or oldies simply enjoy-
ing a second childhood. It did 
however cap off a great day.  
 

John had done a great job in get-
ting us sited in some amazing 
Parks – almost always with a sea 
view – check the photo of Mt 
Maunganui, with a happy hour 
overlook-ing one of NZ’s best 
beaches. We visited Rotorua, 
saw the geysers and some of us 
practiced the haka, and the ladies 
a poi dance. N00145 Lots of fun – 
even if some of the actions were 
suspect. See the YouTube link 
(Whaka Mens haka).. 
 

We had one night free camp just 
outside Taupo – 17 vans take up 
quite a lot of room – but happy 

hour was great – as always. 
About this time we did have a 
few “stomach up-sets” but these 
quickly resolved themselves after 
about 24 hours.  
 

The “Art Deco” town of Napier 
began with a 3 hour bus trip that 
took us to the top of Te Mata 

Peak. The road is not really de-
signed for bus travel but on the 
“Mad Aussie Tour” anything is 
possible. A great experience and 
much laughter on the way 
down….But the view was mag-
nificent – we could see the Volca-
noes – half way across the North 
Island.  

 

In Wellington we kept our large 
vans away from the city and hired 
a bus for the day – What a good 
idea, and our local – Alan, man-
aged to get bus and driver for $15 
each for the day. We saw Te Papa 
(Museum of NZ), up to the top of 
Mt Victoria, Cable Car, trip 
around the city, lunch – a small 
wait and then back to Paekak. A 
great day once again….  
 

We now head north with the rem-
nants of a tropical cyclone ensur-
ing that our days drive was excit-
ing – especially the cross winds. 
The Central Volcanoes were cov-
ered in drizzle on the Sunday but 
we still managed a few side trips 

Sunshine Nomads 
North Island Tag-
along March 2014  

 

(John Somerville) 
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and wet walks. Dinner for many 
of us at the Chateau Tongariro 
was a highlight of  the day. A su-
perb meal – if a little expensive.  
 

Next day some of the cloud 
cleared and we drove up Mt 
Ruapehu in clear skies. A very 
rocky landscape.  
 

Waitomo Caves was our destina-
tion for the day – some remarked 
that this was a real highlight, 
amongst many other highlights.  
 

Next morning a typical “Waikato 
Fog” descended and slowed our 
travel - through Auckland, around 
the Toll section - and onto the 
Kauri Museum at Matakohe. This 
was another highlight –so much so 
that many of our group went back 

for a second visit the next morn-
ing.  
 

We are now in Northland – this 
means Kauri Forests – a few 
thought that they were driving 
4WD’s and tackled the wet road 
to the lookout – some experience. 

Others took a nar-
row one way road 
to a café, but all 
of us visited Tane 
Mahuta – one of 
the Forest Giants. 
From there the 
sand hills on the 
Hokianga Harbour 
provided a photo 
stop. Lunch at 
Opononi and then 
off to Pahia for 

another of our beachside parks.  
 

A day around the Bay of Islands 
saw most of the 
group on a boat trip 
around the beautiful 
Bay of Islands, 
while others simply 
visited Fabric shops 
in Kerikeri and then 
lunched at Russell. 
A visit to the Wai-
tangi Treaty House 
was another high-
light in this interest-
ing area.  
 

Finally we head for 
Auckland. Three nights at Taka-
puna Beach Caravan Park – 
Right on the water. We occupied 

most of this small park and it 
proved an ideal location to ex-
plore Auckland. Saturday morn-
ing saw us all out in a bus at 8.30 
for 4 hours around Auckland 
with “George” our Auckland 
Guide. A long-time friend of 

John and Brenda, George and his 
wife became “happy hour” fix-
tures and enjoyed the easy going 
friendship that we have as Sun-
shine Nomads. We also wel-
comed the Clubs O/S members—
Aucklanders Graham and Tricia 
Scott who spent the weekend 
with us—ACC is truly an interna-
tional club!!  
 

Then it’s a free day on Sunday 
followed by our final Dinner and 
then on the Monday - return our 
vehicles, head to the airport and 
back to Australia.  
 

Twenty one days of touring 
around the North Island with a 
great bunch of friends. The South 

Island 3 years ago was 
great. Three years later 
with a core of the 
same people and a few 
new members we have 
done it again. Differ-
ent scenery, new 
places to visit, a very 
different landscape, 
but what a great time. 
Some things don’t 
change however – 
8.45am Geography 
lessons and Happy 
hour at 5pm. Lionel of 
course added to the 
experience with his 

forum comments and his and 
Brad’s Haka performance.  
 

What’s next – and who is organ-
ising it…..(What about Birdsville 
Races—or Tasmania?)  
 

ooOOoo 
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Caravan & Motorhome on Tour is 
Australia’s largest RV magazine, 
reaching thousands of passionate 
nomads every issue. We’re all 
about seeing the best of Australia, 
living the dream, having freedom 

of choice in campsites wherever 
we go, and giving everyone a fair 
go. As Editor-at-Large and DVD 
presenter, I’ve got a pretty amaz-
ing job. 

 

It’s on this theme of a fair go that 
means over the years I’ve found 
myself mulling about what sepa-
rates a good caravan park from a 
great caravan park. Is it the envi-
ronment – shade, grass, ameni-
ties and access? Or perhaps it’s 
the little things – a friendly wel-
come, being showed around, or 
even helped with a tricky re-
verse. Thanks to the C&M com-
munity, we’re able to hear and  

 

share the amazing park experi-
ences of our team and our read-
ers, helping us give credit to 
those that do deliver the best 
value for money. 
 

From talking to fellow RVers 
over the years, I’ve come to real-
ise that most of us are happy just 
with access to a tidy site and-
polite service. While water-slides, 
play equipment and other similar 
luxuries might be ideal for travel-
ling families, the greyer of us are 
simply after a safe place to pull-
up, clean amenities and reason-
able price that reflects that. And I 
think that is of no greater impor-
tance than it is to self-contained 
caravanners and motorhomers, 
very often we require only a safe 
place to park and access to a 
dump site. 
 

We’re truly blessed in Australia 
with so many superb, well-run 
caravan parks, and I’m pleased as 
punch to see C&M’s ‘Park of the 
Month’ column giving credit to 
these parks that really go the ex-
tra mile. The bush-telegraph is a 
powerful means of communica-
tion in caravanning circles and 
we’re always keeping our ear to 
the ground so we can give credit 
where credit is due.  
 

And for those totally self-
sufficient, we of course feature 
free and low-cost local camps in 
every area we travel to! But that’s 
a debate for another day… 
See you on the road, 
Fred Wright 
editorial@candm.com.au 

What About a Fair 
Go? 

 

( Words bt Fred Wright) 
(Pictures by Caravan & Motorhome on Tour) 

Enjoying “Happy Hour” in Cooktown—Living the Dream! 

My Wife Marilyn and I have just 
returned from a five day caravan 
holiday to the Hunter Valley, we 
booked and stayed at the Big 4 
caravan park in Cessnock with a 
couple of friends in their van. The 
idea was just to get away and have 
some down time and visit a few 
friends and explore the area. 
Marilyn and I have just purchased 
a Winjana Fifth wheeler and 
added a rack on the back for our 
folding electric bikes, we take 
these along so we get a little exer-
cise and to go into town for shop-
ping etc. 

Timely Warning 
 

(Gary Amesbury) 

 

On Tuesday 24th June we set out 
to explore Wollombi and Broke 
then visit a winery or two and the 
cheese factory on the way home, 
we then dropped in on some 
friends and ended up at the RSL 
for Cheap Tuesday for seniors – 
a very tasty smorgasbord. We 
returned home after dark and 
went to bed. The next day we 
went exploring again around 
Cessnock, had morning tea in a 
park and more exploring and 
shopping then back to the van for 
dinner and bed. 
 

On Thursday Morning while en-
joying my breakfast my friend 
knocked on our door and asked 

where we had put our bikes, I re-
plied “Nowhere they are still on 
the back of the van unpacked”. 
“No they are not” he said, and 
when we looked they were both 
gone! 
 

We were devastated, the bikes 
had been bolted down to the bike 
rack and were covered with a 
black vinyl cover which was held 
down with 4 “Occy straps” they 
also had the combination bike 
lock attached to the rack and eve-
rything was gone – every nut 
bolt, the cover, the occy straps 
and the bikes.  
 

(Cont. page 40) 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the  current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner  nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter—
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

The theme for May was “Pets”- Vinnie & Kat took it out with this great snap of “Jackie” 
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June presented the opportunity to show off “Your Rig” - Gary & Marylin won with this little beauty! 

What is it about our rugged coast? July’s winner was Neil with his shot of the “Quobba Blowholes” 
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Former Chairman, Lionel Mus-
sell, current Chairman, Tom 
Smith and Sandy, Brian Hodgson 
and Linda and new Lone Trek-
ker, Chris Rogers have joined 
them at various times this year. 
 

Lunch at the nearby Bridge Café 
saw nine members present in-
cluding Dennis and Geraldine 
Mulholland who travelled from 
the Tinaroo Dam to be with  
them. 
 

Numbers swelled the following 
week when 15 people sat down 

to lunch at the Tolga Hotel in-
cluding Tom and Sandra plus 
Kesley and David Court who had 
driven up from Cairns to join in. 
 

ACC members were some of the 
84 people who enjoyed them-
selves at a Christmas in July in 
the ‘Shed’ and rumour has it that 
the jovial Santa was also a mem-
ber. (Neil stand up!) 

 

ooOOoo 

Walkamin a Hive of 
ACC Activity 

 

(Lionel Mussell V00002) 

The lovely Walkamin Central 
Caravan Park nestled halfway be-
tween Atherton and Mareeba has 
been a hub for ACC activity this 
year. 
 

Keith McInnes and Barbara are 
long time residents having been 
there since February and during 
that time signed up Caretaker Di 
and husband Dave plus another 
regular patron, Jim Liddle. 

The Toga Luncheon crew 

Long time ACC member, 
Lyn Laffin, is this year 
gracing the cover of the  
Telephone Directory for 
the Mackay region! 
 

Here’s what they had to 
say - 
 

“Lively local Lyn Laffin is 
opening doors for young 
women in Mackay to fol-
low their dreams. 
 

Lyn was diagnosed with 
polio as a child, an illness 
that affected her speech, 
heart, kidneys and legs, but 
she’s never let her illness 
dictate her life. A Girl 
Guide in her younger 
years, Lyn was proud when 
her daughter joined the 
Northern Beaches Girl 
Guides, sparking a lifelong 
relationship with the asso-
ciation.  

 

A Girl Guide team leader, Lyn 
has been mentor and leader to 
more than 800 young women, 
teaching life skills including dis-
cipline, teamwork and commit-

ment through a range of activi-
ties. 
 

Lyn is a big advocate for commu-
nity involvement. She helps con-
nect young women with the wider 

community through fund-
raising and community ser-
vice activities. She also pro-
vides support to local family 
services, opening up her 
home to children in need. 
 

Thanks to Lyn’s selfless 
support, many young 
women in Mackay are on 
track to a brighter future.” 
 

Lyn is also a past recipient 
of Mackay Regional Coun-
cil’s “Citizen of the Year” 
for 2013. 
 

Congratulations Lyn, from 
all of us here at the Nomad, 
and indeed the ACC mem-
bership as a whole, you are 
a great example of what we, 
as Australians, should aspire 
to—well done indeed. 
 

ooOOoo 
(The kind consent of Sensis Pty Ltd is 

gratefully acknowledged) 

Our Covergirl 
Lyn! 

 

(Gordon & Laurel) 

(Source—White & Yellow Pages) 
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Bimbimbie at Inverell 
 

20 Harland Street, Inverell, 2360 
Email: caradrew@hotmail.com 
Phone: 02 6722 4065 (Home) 
or 0404 424 065 (Mobile) 
Contact: John & Cara Drew. 
 
Leopards Den 
 

10A Costin Street, Narooma, 2546 
Email: grantrans@netspace.net.au 
Phone: 02 4476 2880 (Home) 
or 0419 139 127 (Mobile) 
Contact: Chris & Di Woods. 
 
Narrabri Farm Stay 
 

79 Tomlinson Ln, Narrabri, 2390 
Email: tomlinsone@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0427 255 442 (Mobile) 
Contact: Liz Tomlinson 
 
Sugarloaf 
 

531 Wimbeldon Rd, Wimbeldon, 
Bathurst, 2795 
Email: sugarloaf531@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0407 016 069 (Jean), or 
0437 996 041 (Warren) 
Contact: Jean Bollard & Warren 
Norman. 
 
The Cams at Tamworth 
 

1265 Manilla Rd, Tamworth, 2340 
Email: lcam5@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0428 608 162 (Mobile) 
Contact: John & Loretta Cam 
 
Thistlebank 
 

12465 Gurya Rd, Tingha, 2369 
Email: thistlebank@bigpond.com 
Phone: 02 6723 3303 (Home) 
or 0429 870 823 (Mobile) 
Contact: Tom & Sandra Smith 

 

Notre Maison 
 

130 Sittella Road, Howard 
Springs, 0835 
Email: slipdavis@hotmail.com 
Phone: 0403 800 865 (Mobile) 
Contact: Lindsay & Imelda Davis 
 

Greg’s at Givelda 
 

664 Pine Creek Road, 
Bundberg,4670 
Email: landie76@hotmail.com 
Phone: 0416 209 952 (Mobile) 
Contact: Greg & Christine  
Lawson. 
 
 

Port Curtis 
 

109 Jelicoe Street,  
Port Curtis, 4700 
Email: manager@mfs.mercyca.com 
Phone: 07 4922 6809 (leave mes-
sage) 
Contact: Glenn Raine 
 

 

Beechworth Farm Stay 
 

1399 Woolshed Road,  
Beechworth, 3747 
Email: theshed139@hotmail.com 
Phone: 03 5728 1464 (Home) 
or 0400 771 454 (Mobile) 
Contact: Allan & Vicki Davis 
 
Lower Heart 
 

165 Lower Heart Rd, Sale, 3850 
Email: dghale45@bigpond.com 
Phone: 03 5144 4174 (Home) 
or 0408 514 790 (Mobile) 
Contact: Derek & Gwen Hale 
 
Illawarra (Nr Stawell) 
 

183 Illawarra Rd, Illawarra, 3381 
Email: lionel@caravanning-oz.com 
Phone: 0414 893 320 (Mobile) 
Contact: Lionel Mussell 

Hello.  My name is Jay and I am 
11 years old.  Because it was 
school holidays, over the past 
weekend my grandparents took 
me with them to their caravan 
club muster which was a Xmas in 
July celebration.  I had never 
heard of that but Grandma said it 
would be fun. 
 

Their Caravan Club is the Border 
Hoppers and they are called that 
because they live and meet on 
both sides of the Victoria and 
New South Wales border.  Well, 
we hopped the border because we 
live in Victoria and the muster 
was in New South Wales. 

Most people arrived on Friday 
and they were lucky enough to sit 
around in the sun and have a chat.  
That was the last time we saw the 
sun for the weekend.  The park 
had a lovely closed in area and 
fire pit, plus we had a heated 
room that we could use for our 
games and that was where we had 
our dinner on Saturday night. 
 

By the time we got there and we 
got set up, it was getting late and 
cold.  Someone from the Park had 
to help direct Grandpa to back up 
on the slab but he got it done 
quite easily. Grandma is not very 
good at directing and I think they 
argue about it sometimes.  But 

ACC Farm Stay 
Our farm-stay scheme is growing 
slowly , but surely! All it needs to 
help it grow more is YOU! 
 

Following is a list of the current 
bank of hosts. They are ready and 
willing to make you welcome, so 
why not give it a go—you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised! 

N.S.W. 

N.T. 

QLD. 

VIC. 

Christmas in July 
at the Great Aussie 

Holiday Park 
 

(Jay Matthews) 

Mr Buckland enjoying the sun. 
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with the park person helping, it 
happened quite easily.  So, after 
we got set up, we went over to the 
fire pit where someone had al-
ready lit a really nice fire and it 
was so cosy.    
 

After dinner I got to go to watch a 
movie and the adults sat around 
the fire and chatted enjoying the 
warmth.  When I got back I found 
that some of them were toasting 
marshmallows and that was a deli-
cious treat. 

On Saturday morning, people 
gathered in the entertainment area 
and we all played team games.  
We were made to rotate around all 
the games in turn and it was great 
fun.  I think some of the teams 
stretched the rules a bit because 
some of the scores did not seem 
right.  Our team absolutely did not 
cheat!   
While we all played the games, 
Grandma and one of the other la-
dies toasted some home-made 
bread on the open fire and served 
it to people with lots of fig jam on 
it.  I think everybody liked it be-
cause there was none left. I had a 
lot of fun and we all laughed a 
lot.Thanks to Garry and Debbie 
Hamilton for organising this. 

In the afternoon everyone sat 
around the fire and we had an 
early happy hour so we were able 
to get organised for our Xmas 
Dinner.  The room and tables were 
decorated beautifully, thanks to 
Annie Randall for organising and 
others for helping to set up. 
 

The dinner was tasty with plenty 
of food provided by the park chef.  
There were many desserts with 

heaps of choices.  The deserts 
were made by the members of 
the club and they were yummy.  
There were 29 people at the din-
ner and everyone had lots of fun. 
 

After dinner was over, Father 
Christmas arrived and he had 
presents for everyone.  There 
was a lot of hugging and a lot of 
laughing.  Fa-
ther Christmas 
was really Un-
cle Alex dressed 
up but he 
looked good 
and it was fun.  
Thank you Alex 
for dressing up 
and making 
every one laugh 
so much. 
 

On Sunday morning there were 
some egg and bacon rolls which 
were delicious. Thanks to Peter 
and his team........ much appreci-
ated. 
 

Father Xmas and Elves. 

After breakfast most people sat in 
the heated room and played board 
games and had a  chat.   During 
this time, the room had to be 
cleaned up and some people 
helped out with this.   
 

Leslie says that a couple of pro-
spective members joined us as 
guests. Claudio and Elaine and 
Barbara and Peter Magill joined 
us from the Murray River Ram-
blers.  
 

Some of the members left on 
Sunday afternoon and others 
stayed on for another day. We 
stayed over but had to leave very 
early on Monday morning be-
cause we had to be somewhere by 
1pm.  So I had to go to bed really 
early that night. 

 

Anyway, I think Grandma had 
been a bit worried that I might get 
bored or maybe not behave as 
well as I should.  But I was not 
bored and I think this is because 
all the members were very kind 
and tried hard to include me in 
the activities and I enjoyed par-
ticipating.   
 

So I want to say thank you again 
to every one and I hope that if 
there are any more musters dur-
ing school holidays that I can 
come as well.  Maybe other peo-
ple will have their grandchildren 
with them as well. 
 

I also want to say thank you to 
Leslie for giving me the names of 
people to thank for the things 
they did to make this muster a 
success. 

ooOOoo A fully decorated Reg Coysh. 
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LIFE ON THE 
HIGH SEAS  

 

Spirit of Tasmania is one of Aus-
tralia’s most iconic journeys. The 
232 nautical mile voyage between 
Port Melbourne in Victoria and 
Devonport in Tasmania crosses 
Bass Strait, taking between nine 
and 11 hours, travelling at an av-
erage speed of 27 knots.  
 

The twin ships depart each port 
nightly at 7.30pm and arrive the 
following morning at 6.00am. 
Spirit of Tasmania operates day 
sailings in high demand season, 
departing each port at 9.00am and 
arriving the same day at 6.00pm. 
In the event of a day sailing, night 
sailings depart each port at 
9.00pm and arrive the following 
morning at 6.00am. 
 

Passengers have the option of tak-
ing a range of vehicles on board 
such as caravans, campervans, 
vehicles with trailers, mo-
torhomes, motorbikes and push 
bikes. Whether it’s an adventure 

with the family or a weekend 
getaway with a loved one, taking 
your vehicle on Spirit of Tasma-
nia is an easy and stress-free op-
tion. Travellers can enjoy the 
freedom of packing as much lug-
gage as can fit in their vehicle, 
including golf clubs, fishing 
rods, camping equipment and 
anything else needed for a tour-
ing adventure. Plus, taking your 
own caravan or campervan 
means you can stock up on all 
the delicious produce and wine 
along the way.  
 

The best part is, travellers can hit 
the open road from the moment 
they arrive, ready to explore some 
of Tasmania’s most untouched 
environments and diverse land-
scapes.But don't be fooled by the 
size of the state on the map – it is 
bigger than you think with plenty 
of little towns and hidden gems to 
discover once you disembark. 
 

When it comes to sleeping quar-
ters and cruising in comfort, 
Spirit of Tasmania has it covered. 
Passengers can choose from a 
variety of accommodation op-

tions designed to 
suit all budgets 
including Deluxe, 
Four Berth and 
Twin cabins. The 
ships each feature 
222 cabins and 
146 Ocean Re-
cliners. Wheel-
chair accessible 
cabins are also 
available. All cab-
ins have private 
ensuite facilities, 
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with bedding and towels provided. 
Cabins are available with or with-
out a porthole view. 
 

Travellers can select from a wide 
variety of food and beverage op-
tions during their journey - from 
simple snacks to tantalising Tas-
manian dishes and the region’s 
finest wines. They can enjoy a 
drink in one of the on-board bars 
or café and dine in either a relaxed 
eatery or contemporary restaurant.  
 

On board Spirit of Tasmania, 
there are plenty of things to do 

and see. The kids 
p l a y r o o m  a n d 
games arcade keeps 
the younger ones 
entertained and 
adults can sit back 
and enjoy a compli-
mentary movie in 
the cinema. During 
peak season, live 
entrainment is pro-
vided on day sail-
ings and night sailings. 
 

For passengers who need help 
and advice plan-
ning their holiday, 
the friendly travel 
consultant at 
T o u r i s m  O n 
Board will help 
them make the 
most of their holi-
day. Accommo-
dation, tours, na-
tional park passes 
and fishing li-
cences are all sold 
here. 
 

With spectacular 

ocean views, fresh open air and 
sensational Tasmanian cuisine 
passengers can ease themselves 
into a relaxing holiday from the 
moment they board.  
As the sun shines its final rays on 
Port Phillip Bay and Melbourne’s 
city skyline fades into the dis-
tance, travellers can get ready to 
set sail on an adventure of a life-
time.  
 

Make your next holiday a trip 
to remember with Spirit of Tas-
mania.  
 

Visit spiritoftasmania.com.au 
or call 13 20 10 

 
ooOOoo 

SPIRIT OF TASMANIA OFFER 
 
 

BOOK A SUMMER ESCAPE – FARES FROM $75*  
 

Make the most of warm sunny days and book your next summer holiday adventure on Spirit of Tasmania. 
 

For a limited time,adult Day Tickets are available from just $75* and you can take the kids from just $5*. 
 

There is plenty for both adults and kids to enjoy on boardincluding live entertainment.  
 

This offer is available for travel on selected day sailings between 18 January 2015 and 16 March 2015. 
 

Offer applies to new bookings made between 31 August 2014 and 20 October 2014, unless sold out prior. 
 

For details and to book visit spiritoftasmania.com.au/acc 
 

*Terms and conditions apply visit spiritoftasmania.com.au/acc for details 
 

MEMBER DISCOUNT – SAVE 5%* ON PASSENGER FARES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

Members can travel with Spirit of Tasmania and save 5%* on standard adult, pensioner and child Spirit and Flexi fares. 
 

Offer is available for new bookings for travel until 31 October 2015. 
 

For details and to book visit spiritoftasmania.com.au/acc 
 

*Not available in conjunction with other offers/discounts. For full terms and conditions, visit spiritoftasmania.com.au/acc 
for details 
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Caravan Club Limited will 
be held at Elad Court, Yakka Park, Kingston SE Road, Lucindale, South Australia, Saturday 18th October 
2014, commencing at 3.00pm. All members of the Australian Caravan Club Ltd are cordially invited to be pre-
sent. 
 

AGENDA 
 

 1. Present—as per the Attendance Register.  
2. Minutes from previous meeting.  
3. Business arising—nil 
4. To receive the Chairman’s Report.  
5. Acceptance of the Director’s and Financial Statements.  
6. To receive the Secretary’s Report.  
7. Proposed Fees—no change is proposed.  
8. To elect incoming Directors (2 of) - Please refer to Note 1.  
9. Proposed Special Resolutions. - nil 
10. Meeting Close.  
11. NOTE 1  

NOTE 1 
The following nominations for vacant positions on the Board of Directors have been received: 
 

For the Position Number DR 3 —The present incumbent, Mrs. Deborah Cohen , has renominated for a further 
term. No other nominations have been received. 
 

For Position Number DR 2 — Mrs. Maria Minchin, has nominated for the term. No other nominations have 
been received. 
   

Craig Humphrey 
(Secretary)  

A Sign of the Times 
 

I was reading Gary Amesbury’s 
sad story (see page 15) and was 
reminded of this sign that we 
came across on a trip to Queen-
sland. 
 

There are people out there that 
don’t give a toss about you and 
your possessions, in fact you are 
generally regarded, due to your 
mobile lifestyle, as a great source 
from which those low-lifes can 
supplement their income. 
 

Please folks, be carefull! 
The  Ed.  
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
 

It has become apparent that many members—particularly our newer members are not fully aware of the 
many benefits that their membership entitles them to. Here’s the current list. To keep up to date, simply log 
on to the club website, then click on “The Club”, and then “Member Benefits”. 

 

All members are encouraged to patronize the businesses listed, they have been generous in supporting the 
ACC, and in turn warrant our support. There is an old adage that we need to bear in mind—it goes along 
the lines of “Use it or lose it”! 

ALL ABOUT AUTO 
www.allaboutauto.com.au 
info@allaboutauto.com.au 
20% discount on purchases 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS * 
Ph: 1800 240 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Free water alerts and advice. 

CAMPING BUG 
Ph: 02 6762 7184 
www.campingbug.com.au 
10% off anything on website 
Use code “Nomad” or call 

CAMPS AND VANS 
Ph: 0416 043 492 
www.campsandvans.com 
campsandvans@live.com.au 
$5.00 off subscription. 

CELLERMASTERS 
www.cellarmasters.com.au/cmcommunity 
5% discount 

ENGINESAFE 
Ph: 1300 764 476 
www.enginesafe.com.au 
sales@enginesafe.com.au 
10% discount on purchases 
Quote “Nomad13” when ordering 

GSL ELECTRONICS 
Ph: 02 9620 9988 
www.gsl.com.au 
sales@gsl.com.au 

HITCH-EZY 
Ph: 0407 246 407 
www.hitch-ezy.com 
5% discount 

NATIONAL BENEFITS NOVUS WINDSCREEN REPAIRS 
www.novusautoglass.com.au 
michael.cooper@novusautoglass.com.au 
10% discount on all Novus products 
and services. 

NRMA PUBLISHING 
Ph: 1300 782 312 
23% off subscription to Australian 
Caravan + RV. 

OZLINKED 
Ph: 03 9020 3496 
www.ozlinked.com.au 
sanjay@ozlinked.com.au 
Partnership telecommunications ar-
rangement with ACC. 

THE HOSEBAG * 
Ph: 0438 385 622 
www.thehosebag.com.au 
judy@thehosebag.com.au 

TYRECHECKERS 
Ph: 1300 789 549 or 0408 778 492 
www.tyrecheckers.com.au 
enquiries@tyrecheckers.com.au 
20% off LED and Mechanical Tyre-
checkers, and deals on In-Dash Tyre-
dog TPMS by phone. Online offer 
when you type “Nomad” in the promo 
code section of the web checkout page. 

ULTRA TUNE AUSTRALIA 
www.ultratune.com.au 
10% off the local retail price of “Ultra 
Manufacturers Handbook Service”, 
“Ultra Minor Service”, and “Ultra Ma-
jor Service” at any of the 260 nation-
wide locations. 

SOUTHERN METAL SPINNERS 
Ph: 08 8382 6990 
www.southern-metal-spinners.com.au 
sales@southernmetalspinners.com.au 
20% off Dr. Livingstone range. 

QUEENSLAND 

BESTS CARAVAN SERVICE 
6/23 NissenSt, Pialba, Hervey Bay 
Ph: 07 4124 7166 
greta@bestscaravanservices.com.au 

SUNCOAST CARAVAN SERVICE * 
17 Fishermans Road, Maroochydore, 
Qld 4558 
Ph: 07 5443 1036 
www.suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
info@sunshinecaravanservice.com.au 
10% discount on all items including 
spare parts. 

N.S.W. 

R&J BATTERIES 
1/7 McIlwraith St, Wetherill Park,  
NSW 2164.   Ph: 02 9616 3200 
www.rjbatt.com.au 
salesnsw@rjbatt.com.au 

Entries marked with an  * are  
operated by ACC members. 

LANDBASE AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 0408686 461 
www.landbase.com.au 
landbase@landbase.com.au 
12 months rego for 6 months fee for new 
clients. 

POWER BY NATURE 
0414 246 535 
www.pxn.com.au 
sales@pxn.com.au 

INVERELL BOATS & CARAVANS 
Ph: 02 6721 2211 
www.tohatsu.com.au/content/inverell-
boats-caravans 
sales@inverellboatsandcaravans.com.au 

FREEDOM GRILL 
Ph: 1300 506 632 
www.freedomgrill.com.au 
sales@freedomgrill.com.au 

SPIRIT OF TASMANIA 
Ph: 13 20 10 
www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/acc 
reservations@spiritoftasmania.com.au 

NO BOUNDARIES * 
www.noboundaries.com.au 
kymlyn@noboundaries.com.au 

BIRDWORLD KURANDA 
Ph: 074093 9188 
www.birdworldkuranda.com 
sales@birdworldkuranda.com 

BORUMBA FISHING& OUTDOORS 
111 Yabba Road, Imbil, Qld 4570 
Ph: 07 5484 5303 
www.borumbafishing.com.au 
borumba@gmail.com 

CAIRNS TROPICAL ZOO 
Ph: 07 4055 3669 
www.cairnstropicalzoo.com 
info@cairnstropicalzoo.com 

FLAGGY ROCK CAFE 
Ph: 07 4950 2148 
flaggyrockcafe@hotmail.com 

HARTLEY’S CROCODILE ADV. 
Ph: 07 4055 3576 
www.crocodileadventures.com 
sales@crocodileadventures.com 

KURANDA KOALA GARDENS 
Ph: 07 4093 9953 
www.koalagardens.com 
sales@cairnstropicalzoo.com 
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ESSENTIAL R.V. 
14 Glendale Ave, Hastings, Vic 3915 
Ph: 03 5979 3393 
www.essentialrv.com.au 
essentialrv@hotmail.com 

VICTORIA 

ACC PREFERRED CARAVAN PARKS 
 

NATIONAL 

ASPEN PARKS 
All sites nationally 
www.aspenparks.com.au 

N.S.W. 

ATPM Escape 2 Holiday Parks 
www.atpm.com.au 

BALLINA 
Ballina Lakeside Caravan Park 
02 6686 3953 

BOYDTOWN via EDEN 
Twofold Bay Beach Resort 
1800 631 006 

BUCKENDERRA 
Buckenderra Holiday Park 
02 6453 7242 

CAREY BAY 
Paradise Palms Holiday Village 
02 4959 1271 

COWRA 
Cowra Holiday Park 
02 6342 2666 

DUBBO 
Big 4 Dubbo Parklands 
1800 033 072 

MOAMA 
A Shady River Holiday Park 
1800 674 239 

MOAMA 
Horseshoe Lagoon Holiday Park 
03 5482 2320 

HUSKISSON 
Jervis Bay Cabins & Hidden Creek 
Real Camping 
02 4441 5809 

INVERELL 
Sapphire City Caravan Park * 
02 6722 1830 

MOAMA 
Maiden’s Inn Holiday Park 
1800 356 801 

MURRURUNDI 
Murrurundi Caravan Park 
02 6546 6288 

NUNDLE 
Fossickers Tourist Park 
02 6769 3355 

NORTH TUNCURRY 
Wallamba River Holiday Park 
1800 268 176 

SOUTH MAITLAND 
Coachstop Caravan Park 
02 4933 2950 

PEAK HILL 
Peak Hill Caravan Park 
02 6869 1422 

TERALBA 
Teralba Lakeside Caravan Park 
02 4958 5370 

TWEED HEADS 
Pyramid Holiday Park 
1800 617 323 or 07 5536 3666 

CHARTERS TOWERS 
Charters Towers Tourist Park 
1800 357 944 

BOYNE ISLAND 
Boyne Island Caravan Park 
07 4976 8888 

QLD 

FISHERY FALLS 
Fishery Falls Holiday Park 
07 4067 5283 

HAZELDEAN 
Lake Somerset Holiday Park 
07 5497 1093 

KURRIMINE BEACH 
Kurrimine Beach Holiday Park 
1300 725 525 

URANGAN (HERVEY BAY) 
Hervey Bay Caravan Park 
Ph: 07 4128 9553 

BOMBAH POINT 
Myall Shores Holiday Park 
02 4997 4457 

CAIRNS 
Cairns Holiday Park 
1800 559 800 

GIG GIN 
Lake Monduran Holiday Park 
1800 988 532 

MARYBOROUGH 
Huntsville Caravan Park 
07 4121 4075 

PALM COVE 
Palm Cove Holiday Park 
1800 736 640 

S.A. 

More, on the next page! 

SOUTH AUST. 

JAYCO MT. GAMBIER 
Ph: 08 87256122 
www.jaycomtgambier.com.au 
sales@jaycomtgambier.com.au 

BARCALDINE 
Barcaldine Homestead Caravan Park 
07 4651 1308 

CARAC CARAVAN ACCESSORIES 
Ph: 03 97947977 
www.carac.com.au 
sales@carac.com.au 

BELMONT SOUTH 
Belmont Pines Lakeside Holiday Park 
02 4945 4750 

BLACKSMITHS 
Blacksmiths Beachside Holiday Park 
02 4971 2858 

GILGANDRA 
Gilgandra Caravan Park 
02 6847 2423 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 
Lightning Ridge Tourist Park 
02 6829 0532 

NARRANDERA 
Narrandera Caravan Park 
02 69592955 

SWANSEA 
Swansea Gardens Lakeside Holiday Pk 
02 4971 2869 

TAMWORTH 
City Lights Caravan Park 
02 6765 7664 

WALLAGA LAKE (BERMAGUI) 
Regatta Point Holiday Park 
02 6493 4253 

WANGI WANGI 
Wangi Point Lakeside Holiday Park 
02 4975 1889 

CEDUNA 
Ceduna Airport Caravan Park 
08 8625 2416 

COBDOGLA 
Cobdogla Station Caravan Park 
08 8588 7164 

KINGSTON SE 
Kingston Caravan Park 
08 8767 2050 

MOUNT GAMBIER 
Pine Country Caravan Park 
08 8725 1899 

MURRAY BRIDGE 
Princes Highway Caravan Park 
08 8532 2860 

NORMANVILLE 
Jetty Caravan Park Normanville 
08 8558 2038 
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GUNBOWER 
Gunbower Caravan Park 
03 5487 1412 

TAS 

LAKE BOLAC 
Lake Bolac Caravan & Tourist Park * 
03 5350 2329 

MILDURA 
Palms Caravan Park 
03 5023 1774 

RUTHERGLEN 
Rutherglen Caravan & Tourist Park02 
6032 8577 

RAVENSTHORPE 
Ravensthorpe Caravan Park 
08 9838 1050 

VIC 

PORT AUGUSTA 
Port Augusta BIG4 Holiday Park 
1800 833 444 

ROXBY DOWNS 
Myall Grove Holiday Park 
1800 356 103 

VICTOR HARBOUR 
Victor Harbour Beachfront Holiday Park 
1800 609 079 

LAKES ENTRANCE 
Eastern Beach Holiday Park 
1800 761 762 

PORT ARTHUR 
Port Arthur Holiday Park 
1800 607 057 

BELMONT 
Geelong Riverview Tourist Park 
1800 336 225 

BRAYBROOK 
Ashley Gardens BIG4 Holiday Village 
1800 061 444 

BRIGHT 
Bright Holiday Park 
03 5755 1141 

W.A. 

EBDEN 
Boathaven Holiday Park 
1800 352 982 

ECHUCA 
Yarraby Holiday Park 
1800 222 052 

MILDURA 
Golden River Holiday Park 
1800 621 262 

KERANG 
Ibis Caravan Park 
03 5452 2232 

PORT CAMPBELL 
Port Campbell Holiday Park 
1800 505 466 

PORTLAND 
Portland Bay Holiday Park 
1800 622 005 

TAWONGA SOUTH 
Mount Beauty Holiday Centre 
03 5754 4396 

CAVERSHAM 
Perth Vineyards Holiday Park 
1800 679 992 

COOGEE 
Coogee Beach Holiday Park 
1800 817 016 

CORAL BAY 
Ningaloo Reef Resort 
1800 795 522 

EXMOUTH 
Exmouth Cape Holiday Park 
1800 621 101 

KARRATHA 
Balmoral Holiday Park 
08 9185 3628 

KARRATHA 
Pilbara Holiday Park 
1800 451 855 

MUNSTER 
Woodman Point Holiday Park 
1800 244 133 

PORT HEADLAND 
Cooke Point Holiday Park 
08 9173 1271 

SHARK BAY 
Monkey Mia Dolphin Resort 
1800 653 611 

 
Hey Everyone—Use 

Them, or Lose Them. 

COWES 
A Maze n Things Holiday Park 
03 5952 2020 

LAKES ENTRANCE 
Lakes Entrance Tourist Park 
03 5155 1159 

TARRA VALLEY 
Tarra Valley Caravan Park 
03 5186 1283 

WODONGA 
Wodonga Caravan & Cabin Park 
02 6024 2598 

From Page 15 
 

We reported it to the caravan of-
fice who seemed disinterested 
and gave me a number to call the 
police, which I did. I then went to 
the local pawn shop to ask them 
to be on the lookout for them and 
they were quite helpful. Marilyn 
went to the community radio sta-
tion to ask them to advertise what 
had happened and they basically 
told her to go away – some com-
munity support! 
 

I also went in to see the local 
Leo’s and they were helpful and I 
have since sent them photos of 
the bikes to help with their inves-
tigation. 
 

On returning home I tried to 
make a claim on my APIA cara-
van insurance only to be told all 
types of bikes are exempt from 
claims, and advised to claim on 
my home and contents insurance, 
so I contacted Real insurance and 
got the same response from them 
– Bikes are not covered under 
their policy. 
 

So now I am $2000 out of pocket 
and have a very bad taste in my 
mouth, we have caravanned and 
camped for over 40 years and this 
is the first time we have lost any-
thing. So let this be a warning to 
all members – do not leave any-
thing of value unattended, if you 
have bikes ask the caravan parks 
for a secure lock up for them. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

There’s a couple of points in 
Gary’s sad tale that we all need to 
be reminded of, from time to time  
 

1. Never under-estimate the engi-
nuity of thieves. Gary did every-
thing correctly as far as security 
is concerned, and still became a 
victim. 
 

2. Carefully check your insurance 
coverage, the fine print can be 
devastating, particularly with 
Caravan Insurance and items se-
cured outside the van. 
 

ooOOoo 
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From the Branches 

Members and guests of the new 
Branch Limestone Coasters trav-
elled to Serviceton (a small dot on 
the map between Bordertown SA 
and Kaniva VIC) on the weekend 
of 18-20th July for their first Mus-
ter.   
 

Nine caravans from 
around the South East 
of South Australia in-
cluding Mt Gambier, 
Millicent, Naracoorte 
and Bordertown stayed 
at the Serviceton Rec-
reation Reserve, which 
was home to the local 
football team in years 
gone by and the com-
munity have installed 8 
powered caravan sites 
to make further use of 
the lovely facilities.    
 

Heather and Trevor 
Langdon, who are mem-
bers of the Branch, were 
the hosts for the weekend 
and did a great job organ-
ising the activities.  Friday after-
noon began with a ‘happy hour’, 
visit from the local Bordertown 
newspaper reporter, followed by a 
communal meal in the clubrooms.  
Heather conducted a small quiz 
following our meal, drawing 
teams from a hat.     
 

Saturday morning the group 
toured the Serviceton Railway 
Station Museum, a magnificent 
old building and jovially hosted 
by tour guide Janet.  All agreed 
the old Station is a wonderful 
piece of local history and enjoyed 
touring the beautiful old building 
and hearing how it all operated in 
its ‘hey day’.  Members were able 
to inspect the kitchen, cellar, dun-
geons and morge and hear how 

the Station operated.    
 

On Saturday afternoon a meeting 
was held in the clubrooms where 
we were able to complete our 
first Committee, electing Trevor 
Hueppauff as President, Chris 
Thornton Treasurer with Deb 
Bott already Secretary from 
when the new Branch formed in 
May.   
 

Therese Gregory was thanked for 

all her efforts in promoting the 
ACC at the Lucindale Field Days 
and following a ‘Meet & Greet’ 
in Naracoorte in May from those 
who registered interest, our new 
Branch was formed, the third in 
South Australia.   
 

To date we have 11 members 
with lots more interest being 
shown.  Our next muster will be 
at Harrow, Vic on weekend 13-
14 September, to be hosted by 
new members Garry and Vickie 
Lomman from Naracoorte. 
 

Gathering around the camp fire 
was a very enjoyable part of the 
weekend and following another 
happy hour, a BBQ with pooled 
salads and desserts was enjoyed. 
 

Back to the camp fire and every-

one loved hearing Ken ‘Rabbit’ 
Maidment (a local identity and 
licenced water well driller) talk of 
his involvement and travels to the 
Canning Stock Route and be-
yond.  
 

He and teams of people they lead 
across the Canning Stock Route 
restored several of the bores over 
a period of years in the 1990’s 
and early 2000’s.  A very inter-
esting story he had to tell.  His 
wife Sue is a volunteer looking 
after the Serviceton Recreation 

Reserve and couldn’t 
have been more 
obliging and helpful 
to our group over the 
weekend.   
 

Sunday morning was 
‘bulls eyes’ and pan-
cakes for breakfast 
before packing up 
and heading home.    

Following a raffle of 
an ACC Umbrella 
and lovely crocheted 
rug, we were able to 
purchase a Finska 
game for our Branch.    

A few took the oppor-
tunity to enjoy Service-

ton a little longer, departing Mon-
day.   

The group wishes to thank Sue 
and other helpers for being so 
obliging and looking after every-
thing at the Reserve.  Everyone 
agreed the facilities are a great 
asset to the community and a fan-
tastic venue for a group such as 
the ACC Limestone Coasters.   
Also a great stop over if travel-
ling between Melbourne and 
Adelaide.  Can be checked out in 
the Camps 7 book. 

ooOOoo 

Limestone Coasters 
Serviceton Muster 

 

(Deb Bott) 

Members of the newly formed Limestone Coasters on the 
steps of the old Serviceton Station. Happy looking bunch, 

aren’t they? 

A big welcome to the ACC Lime-
stone Coasters! See you at Lucin-

dale! 
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The official muster dates were 27th 
– 29th June, but most vans arrived 
early and booked in for a week. 
WBBN members Kernkes, Jack-
sons, Rehrens, Hoffmanns, 
Owens, Callaghans, Paradines, 
Stuarts were joined by visitors Ar-
nold & Carmel and Bill & Shirley 
from Gladstone. ACC Chairman, 
Tom & Sandra, Ian & Kay Hock-
ing (ACC Murray River Ram-
blers) and John & Joyce Blair 
(ACC members from Sydney) 
travelled on from the Chairman’s 
muster in Maryborough to our 
muster at Baffle Creek. 
 

The men tried their luck at fishing 

and crabbing during the week, but 
not much was caught. The crabs 
were all hibernating. 
 

On Thursday members travelled 
to Bundaberg to attend Kev 
Cheshire’s funeral. Kev was well 
known for his great campfires, so 
that afternoon, Dave lit his camp-
fire and we had happy hour dedi-
cated to Kev. 
 

Friday was cold and windy and 
the campfire was a welcome addi-
tion to happy hour. 
 

We woke up on Saturday morning 
to heavy rain so some of us de-
cided to drive to Agnes Waters 

One caravan became two on the 
first leg of the club's first Tag-
along with Robert joining An-
nette and Anna at Bomaderry 
(Nowra) and heading west over 
Cambewarra Mountain, through 
Kangaroo Valley and on to Moss 
Vale. After a quick cuppa, the 
vans headed down the Hume 
Highway to Goulburn before 
turning west to Crookwell.  
 

Driving through Crookwell the 
caravans then encountered sev-
eral sections of good dirt road 
before coming to the free camp 
area at Tuena. After lunch and a 
quick discussion it was decided to 
head on to Blayney for the next 
three nights. The weather was 
quite cool but all were nice and 
warm in their coats sitting around 
Robert's brazier for happy hour 
and dinner.   

The following two days were 
spent relaxing and sight- seeing 
in the towns of Carcoar, Milt-
horpe and Blayney. As well as 
searching out all the historic 
churches and buildings it was 
pleasant to have a coffee or lunch 
in a converted post office or re-
nowned newsagency/cafe .  
 

Monday morning was a leisurely 
pack up and on the road toward 
Orange. On the way a detour was 
made into the recreation area and 
pine plantation to check out the 
free camp at Macquarie Woods. 
This looked like the ideal venue 
for a future Southerly Busters 
free camp long weekend.  
 

Arriving at Orange Colour City 
Caravan Park, for three nights, set 
up was complete and lunch eaten. 
Fellow Busters Trevor and Kathy 
arrived to join the Tagalong. Af-
ter a quiet afternoon and dinner it 
was catch up time by the brazier 
fire and deciding on the next 
day's activities.   

and 1770.  We all met at Agnes 
Waters Tavern for lunch.  The 
rain had stopped and it turned 
out to be a lovely sunny day. 
 

Saturday night was a combined 
soup dinner.  Each couple pro-
vided a pot of soup and we had a 
good selection of different soups.  
After we all had a taste of all the 
soups we enjoyed a dessert of 
peach cobbler (cooked in the 
camp oven by Trevor) and cus-
tard.  Athol entertained us with 
his “water test”. It did work this 
time Athol!!!!!  Then everyone 
sat around the campfire and en-
joyed the warmth on such a cold 
night. 
 

The raffle was drawn after morn-
ing tea on Sunday, followed by 
trivia and group photo. The 
Kernkes and Jacksons left for 
home. Dave and Jan had a visit 
from their daughter, son-in-law 
and grandchildren. 
 

Happy hour on Sunday was held 
around the campfire once again, 
as it was very cold. 
 

It was time to go home after a 
great muster.  Some left on Mon-
day and the Rehrens, Hoffmanns, 
Callaghans and our southern 
ACC visitors stayed until Tues-
day. 
 

ooOOoo 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads 

Baffle Creek  
Muster 

 

(Narelle Hoffmann) 

Southerly Busters 
May Tagalong. 

 

(Annette Morris) 
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The now group of five set off for 
some sightseeing adventures. 
Heading out of Orange to Mt 
Canobolas, some beautiful scen-
ery was experienced. Wineries 
and many fruit orchards were 
passed. Eventually arriving at the 
top of Mt Canobolas the whole of 
the Orange area could be seen. 
And a few photos were taken!! On 
the descent it was decided to take 
some different roads, some dirt 
fire trails, to find beautiful picnic 
areas tucked in amongst the forest 
areas.   

The group continued on to Lake 
Canobolas where they found more 
picnic areas, people fishing in ca-
noes and then went on a walking 
track to a suspension bridge across 
the river. And yes they did make 
the bridge bounce up and down!!  
 

It was decided that there was still 
plenty to see in Orange, so the 
group stayed another day. Firstly, 
they went to Lucknow for a quick 
look then back in to Orange to see 
the Botanical Gardens before re-
turning to the caravans for lunch. 
Then the rest of the afternoon was 
spent exploring the township of 
Orange and its beautiful parks 
with all the autumn leaves on the 
trees, especially Cook Park with 
the sunken rose garden, its ponds, 
craft cottage and hot houses.  
 

Thursday morning it was pack up 
and move on to Forbes for two 
nights. A stop was made at the 
little town of Cudal where a very 
country morning tea was had in 
the local museum and craft store. 
Then it was on the road again to 
Forbes arriving about lunchtime. 
After setting up the group had 
quick trip to the shops for provi-

sions then back to the caravan 
park for some down time. Spa-
ghetti Bol was on the menu that 
night and eaten around the lovely 
warm brazier. 
  

Breakfast next morning was 
crumpets cooked on the embers 
of the brazier before taking a 
drive to Parkes to see The Dish. 
The Dish was actually tracking 
something so the group were 
able to witness it moving several 
times. A visit into Parkes’s main 
street was next on the agenda 
and a delicious lunch was en-
joyed in a unique cafe.  

It was then back to Forbes for 
some extra grocery shopping for 
their joint dinner. This was a 
baked chicken cooked in the 
camp oven with baked vegies 
followed by delicious mango and 
ice cream. Yummo!!!! This was 
eaten near the brazier, followed 
by coffee and chocolates.  
 

Once again it was time to pack 
up and move on. It was only a 
short drive to Cowra this time. 
The park was on the outskirts of 
town, and after setting up, the 
group split with some going to 

the show ground to see the mar-
kets then a look around the town, 
while others visited friends. Bar-
becued ribs and baked vegies 
were on the menu for dinner.  
 

After a pancake breakfast some 
people had the day with friends 
and others drove to the POW 
camp, had a picnic lunch at the 
lookout, then drove to Wyangella 
Dam and back. Then all met up 
again for happy hour, dinner and 
coffee and chat around the fire.  
 

The next day was a domestic day 
of washing, shopping, reading, 
crocheting and relaxation, ready 
for the longest leg of the Tag-
along going from Cowra through 
Boorowa and Bungendore to Nel-
ligen near the coast. A scenic 
drive was taken from the Hume 
Highway, across the Yass Valley 
Way, before going down the 
King's Highway.   

At the Nelligen Big 4 caravan 
park, the group were lucky 
enough to have sites along the 
banks of the Nelligen Creek. 
Happy hour was around the 
campfire watching the sunset 
with reflections on the creek. It 
was decided that heaters were 
probably no longer needed at 
night as the minimum tempera-
ture was definitely higher than 
the previous two weeks! The next 
morning the ducks were back for 
a visit on the creek while the 
group went about the morning 
activities.  
 

It was great to see another South-
erly Buster caravan arrive and 
now Ian and Heather joined the 
group. After greetings and set up 
complete the group got together 
to catch up on what had been 
happening on the Tagalong. By 
mid afternoon the group grew 
again with a visit from Busters 
Bruce and Virginia and ACC 
Victorian members Derek and 
Gwen, who were enjoying a week 
at Merry Beach that had been 
won in the National Muster raffle 
at Mudgee. 
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 Again happy hour was held 
around the brazier,  followedby a 
group-cooked dinner. The next 
morning, Thursday, members rose 
early to see the mist rising above 
the creek as the sun shone brightly 
for another beautiful day. The 
group of now four vans headed off 
for a quick drive north to Ulla-
dulla, to set up at the Headland 
caravan park for the next four 
days, which was also a weekend 
muster for the Southerly Busters.  
 

By Friday night, ten vans now 
made up the group at the Ulladulla 
muster and several other members 
came for a visit on the Saturday. 
Much of the weekend was spent 
discussing the Tagalong and 
checking out Ulladulla and its sur-
rounds. Some of the group, who 
went to Mollymook for a fish and 
chip lunch at the surf club, also 
experienced the sightings of both 
dolphins and whales in the waters 
off the beach. Visits to the shops, 
the local Cuppit’s winery, walks 
along the headland, the lighthouse 
to look for more whales or just 
sitting around the caravans filled 
in the weekend. Happy hour was 
enjoyed each evening. After a 
meeting to discuss future musters, 
the raffle and thanking Robert for 
organising the Tagalong, members 
set about getting food ready for a 
group dinner on Saturday night. 
Wonderful dishes and sweets ap-
peared for all to enjoy while lis-
tening to music supplied by Ian. 
Those who came for the day sadly 
said their goodbyes and the rest of 
the group continued the night with 
the possums joining them.  
 

The next morning the folk from a 
couple of vans had to pack up and 
go home. Those staying spent the 
day with more sightseeing then 
joined together for the final happy 
hour. It was agreed that the Tag-
along and muster had been a suc-
cess. Those on the Tagalong had 
mixed feelings about going home 
as though they could have kept 
going it was agreed it would be 
nice to be home.... for a while. 

Everyone would meet again in 
July for the next muster of at 
least 4 days at Bendalong. 
 

ooOOoo 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads 

Esk Muster 
 

(Athol  Paradine) 

The Esk muster was hosted by 
Athol and Rosalyn Paradine, and 
vans started to arrive early. 
 

Tuesday saw the arrival of the 
McLeans, Rehrens, Hoffmanns, 
and the Jacksons. The McLeans 
left their caravan on site and 
travelled to Brisbane for a couple 
of days. The Kernkes arrived on 
Wednesday. More vans turned 
up on the Thursday with the arri-
val of the Paradines, Stuarts, 
Owens and the Tsakisiris’s.  On 
Friday Fred Morris, the Cornalls 
and Ruddell’s made a total of 12 
vans for the muster. 
 

Rain on the Friday made sight-
seeing a “no go” which was a 
little disappointing. However on 
the Friday night the “New” fire-
place was christened by the club 
and everyone sat around the 
lovely fireplace in the camp 
kitchen for happy hour. 
 

The fire was kept going and the 
guys watched the rugby league 
Anzac/Trans Tasman test be-
tween Australia and New Zea-

land. The Kiwis gave us all a 
fright but our guys came good in 
the second half winning com-
fortably. 
 

The new stone fireplace seemed 
to be the main draw card as it got 
colder and it was given the 
“thumbs up” by all club mem-
bers. 
 

Saturday saw members go to the 
local markets and wander down 
the main street window shopping 
and picking up the odd bargain.  
After morning tea, a meeting was 
held and the forthcoming musters 
were discussed.  The wind started 
springing up in the afternoon, 
preparing everyone for the pre-
dicted cold snap that was to ar-
rive. 
 

Happy hour was (of course) held 
around the stone fireplace and 
this was followed by BYO Pizza 
night as the Camp Kitchen had 
two Pizza Ovens. For dessert, 
Trevor cooked a Peach Cobbler 
in his camp oven which was en-

joyed by everyone. This was fol-
lowed by night caps around the 
fire and everyone wandered off to 
their nice warm vans. 
 

For Sunday breakfast hosts, Athol 
and Ros, prepared a Champagne 
Breakfast for everyone. This was 
achieved with the kind help of 
David and Jan, and Ross and 
Pauline. 
 

By the time breakfast was over it 
was nearly time for morning tea, 
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raffles and trivia. Thanks to the 
Kernke’s and Cornall’s for organ-
ising these. 
 

Our President Trevor put us all to 
shame by winning Trivia. But ap-
parently he is not so good at cook-
ing chickens in his camp oven!!!!  
(There was an issue with the heat 
beads. 

A mate of Trevor’s (Lloyd) kindly 
gave Trevor a heap of fish fillets. 
Whiting and mixed reef fish 
seemed a good idea for Sunday 
dinner around the fire place. 
 

Dave collected $1 each from eve-
rybody and ordered potato chips 
from the local fish shop. Fish and 
chips were enjoyed by everybody 
and it topped off a great muster. 
 

A few stayed around the fireplace 
having the odd “toddy” or two, 
until retiring to their warm vans. 
 

ooOOoo 

Nothing like Gippsland in the 
Autumn.  A few vans headed to 
Lakes Entrance a few days be-
fore the Muster, and we probably 
had the best of the weather! 
Most of us did our own thing 
during the day and met up for 
Happy Hour each day. The nice 
Camp Kitchen provided the 
venue. A few couples cooked 
their evening meal and ate com-
munally. 
 

The majority arrived Thursday 
night or Friday. Nine ladies had 
days retail therapy in Bairnsdale 
on the Friday. But there was not 
much buying just a good deal of 
"Do I really need that?" Lunch 
was very nice in a purple and 
green café. 
 

Then off to the Bowls Club for 
dinner, a nice Buffet.  A touch of 
the pokies for some afterwards. 
Saturday arvo we played Klop, 
Klop is not as easy as it appears 
and it wasn't long before we had 
a winner and SOME of us never 
hit a Klop if that is what they are 
called! 
 

Sunday several couples went to 
Buchan for lunch while the rest 
of us took the day leisurely. 
Happy Hour rounded off the day. 
Monday for a few vans was 
home day, although some stayed 
on and then went free camping. 
The weather was a mixture, 
warm, cold wet and dry. (Sounds 
like a sheet of sandpaper!).  
And as the sun goes down over 
Lakes Entrance. We say 
"Farewell" and look forward to 
the next Muster. 
 

It was nice to have fixed seating 
in the Camp Kitchen as it did 
away with CMCA.........carrying 
my chair around. And on that 
note I will sign off. 

 

    ooOOoo       

The town of Morgan situated on 
the River Murray was at the 
height of the river trade from the 
1880’s to 1910 the busiest inland 
port in Australia. Nowadays Mor-
gan is a great place to explore its 
interesting history or to have fun 
on the Murray. 

 

We were pleased to have 11 sites 
booked for the weekend. Huep-
pauff’s now members of the new 
club Limestone Coasters and the 
Wooley’s were the first to arrive 
on Thursday. 
 

Everyone else arrived on Friday. 
The Hamlyn’s,  Brooks’s, 
Kramer’s, Lilford’s, Blake’s, 
Vella’s, Harris / Kovaleff, 
Thompson’s and Kelvin Brown 
with Jennifer Saffa as guests. 
 

We all set up between the heavy 
showers of rain. The caravan park 
had unusual sites where there 
were 6 vans to a rectangle mean-
ing that the 2 vans in the centre 

Southern Nomads 
Lakes Entrance 

Muster 
 

(Sue Trotter) 

Sundowners 
Morgan Muster 

 

(Judy Hamlyn) 
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were trapped in with a van in front 
and behind it. This made it very 
difficult to set everyone up. 
 

As the day remained cold and wet 
we decided to have an early happy 
hour under Paul and Jenny’s awn-
ing. The park has no camp kitchen 
and allows no campfires. Between 
us we had 3 gas heaters which we 
put on the edge of the awning and 
with everyone standing and the 
help of shared warm mulled wine 
a good time was had by all. 
 

Saturday was fine for most of the 
day but remained cool. The town 
was celebrating their Morgan Liv-
ing River Festival on the banks of 
the Murray so most of us walked 
over to the festival during the 
day . There was an assortment of 
wooden boats on the water and 
vintage machinery , classic cars 
and motor cycle displays to look 
at. 
That evening we had another early 
happy hour this time under Alby 
and Geraldine’s awning as the 
wind had changed direction. Joe 
gave us a report on the develop-
ments for the national muster at 
Lucindale and tips for planing our 
musters for next year.We then 
went to  local Terminus Hotel for 
dinner. 
 

Sunday morning was again fine so 
we started the day with a pancake 
breakfast, and group photo before 
5 caravans left the park. the rest of 
us walked back to the festival as 
many more wooden boats had ar-
rived and were parading the river. 
We then continued our walk tak-
ing in part of the historic town 
walk with morning tea at the bak-
ery. 
 

At happy hour we 
finished the last 
of the warm 
mulled wine be-
fore breaking into 
groups for tea. 
 

Monday morning 
we all departed, 
some to go home 
and the others to 

continue on along the Murray 
River. 
 

Despite the cold weather  and 
lack of a camp kitchen we all 
managed to stay warm and so-
cialise together. 

ooOOoo 

o’clock we booked in at the Up-
per Hunter Council office which 
looks after the showground and 
we drove in to find six others al-
ready on site so it was find a site 
and get settled before the rest ar-
rived. Amongst those on site were 
two visitors, members of the 
ACC with both becoming new 
members of the Drifters group, it 
was good to meet Barry and 
Leoni Hines and also Tom and 
Bernie Fuller. Also coming along 
were Dennis and Margaret, 
friends of Bill and Fay who live 
in the same village to look us 
over so with a little luck we may 
get another new member so 
things are looking positive for the 
Drifters. 
 

A very jovial happy hour was en-
joyed by all and with the weather 
cooling most decided to go back 
to the individual vans and close 
up. As it was the vans were quite 
warm from the beautiful warm 
day and it was not a cold night 
even though we were one of four 
that went without power for the 
Muster. 
 

Being in a great spot and close to 
the amenities it was good to wake 
up and get lovely hot showers to 
help wake up. The morning went 
quite quick and after the usual 
morning tea it was time to walk 
up town and have a look around 
and get some idea of what would 
be happening the next day for the 
festival. Since the last time we 
were here there has been a big 
increase in activities and it will be 
what to do as there will be so 
much doing in the main street as 
well as the showground, it is 
shaping up to be a non-stop pro-
gramme from 7am through to a 
night time fireworks spectacular 
to finish up the festival day. 
 

After a hearty lunch at the RSL 
Club it was back to the vans and 
with the weather closing in Dale 
soon had the fire going in the 
choofer so all surrounded and en-
joyed the company until quite late 

Lakeside Drifters 
Merriwa Muster 

 

(Max & Valda Plumb) 

The rain decided to ease up as 
we started to pack up our tempo-
rary home on wheels at Budge-
woi  and started again as we set 
off to join up with the gang at 
our June Muster, the Festival of 
the Running of the Fleece at 
Merriwa. Luckily by the time we 
joined the new expressway at the 
Newcastle turn off the rain had 
stopped and it was getting quite 
warm. 
 

Stopping at the first of the rest 
areas on this new section of road 
for morning tea it was off with 
the jumpers and really enjoy the 
trip. Whilst there Bill and Fay 
went past heading west only to 
be seen a few minutes later head-
ing East, the mind was really in 
overdrive, later to be advised that 
Bill had left his wallet at home. 
 

Next stop for us was at Sandy 
Hollow for a luncheon experi-
ence at the fuel stop, and after 
ordering a hamburger with the 
works  it was like a good KFC, 
finger licking good, the only way 
to eat it as the bun was twice the 
size of a Macca’s and so much 
better. 
 

Arriving in Merriwa around one 
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at the showground, the restored 
motor vehicles, restored tractors 
and trucks making the parade 
definitely worth the day.  
 

Another popular event was the 
dog jumping event with Mike 
&Val’s CHARLIE taking second 
place in the small dog’s event so 
the branch has another cham-
pion. 
After that it was time for lunch 
so off to the CWA rooms for a 
luncheon of pumpkin soup and 
sandwiches before heading back 
to camp and re-joining the others 
for a relaxing afternoon watching  
the sheep dog trials and the horse 
penning teams doing their stuff. 
 

Each team had three riders and 
had to pick up three calves wear-
ing a coloured band of identical 
colour around the neck from 
within a group of about 20 and 
get them into a pen. I have no 
idea who won but I suppose 
someone did as it was down to 
the fastest to finish.  
 

It was an early start for the fire 
as Dale soon had it going and all 
had chairs surrounding the 
warmth and soon it was after-
noon tea closely followed by din-
ner mostly supplied by the onsite 
canteen and being in the sheep 
area what else but lamb meat 
rolls with gravy wow were they 
OK.  
 

Whilst eating dinner, time was 
drawing neigh for the festival to 
end with a BIG BANG as the 
fireworks took off, not as big as 
New Year but impressive just the 
same. It was then back to the fire 
and warm up even though the 
night wasn’t that cold with all 
agreeing that we had all had a 

great weekend and with all the 
new events and street stalls, great 
company it was a pity that more 
members didn’t attend this muster 
as there was plenty of room for 
more to attend. 
 

Sunday dawned fine with just a 
hint that maybe we would have to 
look for cover but the day fined 
up and 10am was meeting time as 
we just had a quorum present.  

After the meeting it was time for 
the cooks to go to work as it was 
sausage BBQ time and with many 
others chipping in a great meal 
was held with all sitting at the 
long table. The normal thank to 
all who helped  given, time to 
clean up and get the Klop/Finska 
out for a bit of a cutthroat game.  
I couldn’t do a thing right and 
had to sit down quite early. It 
wasn’t long before the fire was 
going and ready for the nights 
chit chat and how did we all en-
joy Merriwa with a general great 
weekend of fellowship being had 
by all. 
 

Monday was not a real good day 
other than the beautiful day but 
time for several to pack up and 
return home.Bill and Brian soon 
had the fire going again and with 
things starting to cool the  wel-
come flames of the fire kept us 
warm during the usual happy 
hour before heading indoors and 
starting to pack up as all those 
who remained get ready to depart 
the following day, some heading 
North to join up with the ACC at 
Maryborough for the Chairman’s 
Muster the rest heading for home. 
 

A great weekend with new 
friends made and hoping to all get 
together at Jimmys Beach in Au-
gust. 

ooOOoo 

before heading indoors and clos-
ing up for the night and getting 
ready for a hectic day on Satur-
day. 

For us it was not a real early start 
as most seemed to go up town 
around 9am to find the Main 
Street blocked off for the day with 
many street stalls of food and the 
normal market stalls to keep all 
busy.  

A very interesting shearing demo 
was set up and it kept the shearer 
quite busy during the morning 
with many sitting on a hay bale to 
watch.  
Just around the corner was a most 
interesting display of restored cars 
of all descriptions from the upper 
hunter motorist group and also a 
group from Newcastle. For the 
men it was quite a great time look-
ing at some of the oldies. 
 

 

Midday it was time for the main 
event with the running of the 
sheep up the main street and what 
a show that was with all wearing 
their red stockings and in a hurry 
to complete the run uphill. After 
the sheep came BIG DOG  from 
NBN then the school children, a 
group from the junior circus, pony 
club members and riders who 
were competing in penning event 
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. The inaugural ACC WA State 
Muster was conducted at Dwellin-
gup during the weekend of May 
23rd – 25th with 53 members in 
attendance. Representatives from 
the ACC Western Wallabies, ACC 
Swan River Rovers, the newly 
formed ACC Sunset Coast Travel-
lers and our interstate visitors, 
Vince & Ruth from the ACC 
Hunter Ramblers, enjoyed a 
memorable muster located in the 
jarrah forest despite unrelenting 
rain. 
 

Hosted by the Western Wallabies, 
members started arriving from 
Wednesday some remained until 
the Tuesday after the event.  
 

As numbers grew visits were 
made to the numerous local points 
of interest, including an aban-
doned Prisoner of War camp dat-
ing back to WWII, wineries, his-
toric rail yards, visitors centre and 
museum, not to mention the 
cafe’s. 
 

Attempts at a gathering around the 
campfire on Thursday evening 
was proceeding well until a deluge 
about 6pm bought the whole thing 
to an abrupt halt. Forty three mm 
of rain overnight ensured that the 
gathering wasn’t resurrected. 
 

Numbers grew rapidly on Friday 
and “nibbles” was relocated under 
cover, to the camp kitchen, where 
an enjoyable night of “meet & 
greet” occurred.  
 

Western Wallabies President 
Terry welcomed everyone and 
outlined the program for the 
weekend and with the fortification 
against the cold and wet weather, 
of a few drinks, everyone retired 
for dinner around 8pm. 
 

Saturday was greeted with an im-
provement in the weather as 
showers temporarily abated. This 

events of Jack the Ripper, his vic-
tims and possible culprits culmi-
nating in identifying the mur-
derer, maybe!!!! 
 

A vote of thanks from Syd, Presi-
dent of Swan River Rovers, com-
pleted the evenings activities but 
many members preferred to re-
turn to their caravans in a group, 
rather than individually, in the 
dark forest environment. A most 
enjoyable night, appreciated by 
all who attended. 
 

A special thanks to the Western 
Wallabies members, David 
Caddy, Geoff & Jan Tuke and Joe 
Jordan, who provided the enter-
tainment. It never ceases to 
amaze, the amount of talent and 
expertise our ACC branches have 
within their ranks. 
 

Sunday morning breakfast, of ba-
con & egg burgers, was served at 
9 o’clock as members gradually 
made their way to our eating area, 
yet again. It is most unlikely that 
any attendee at an ACC muster 
will ever return home under nour-
ished! 
 

The weather started to clear al-
lowing our photographers, Kathy 
& Rob, to snap a traditional 
group muster photograph. 
 

Terry thanked all members for 
their attendance, our entertainers, 
our culinary experts and his 
members for their contributions 
and commitment to the success of 
the weekend. 
 

During the course of the day a 
number of members vacated the 
site to return home for work and 
other commitments. The remain-
der congregated for “nibbles” at 
5pm when Vince Pagett, our visi-
tor from the Hunter Ramblers, 
took up his guitar and entertained 
the gathering for two 2 hour con-
certs, interrupted only for Vince 
to gather his breath and members 
to prepare their dinner.  
 

Our thanks are extended to Vince 
for a great performance. 
 

ooOOoo 

did not dampen member’s enthu-
siasm when the Western Walla-
bies ladies provided morning tea 
of scones, jam & cream as part 
of their contribution to the week-
end’s festivities. 
 

Ann Lang (from Swan River 
Rovers) celebrated her 70th 
birthday and members did not 
miss the opportunity to enthusi-
astically assist in her celebra-
tions. When the morning tea 
gathering finally dispersed, many 
were overheard to comment that 
lunch could be avoided!  
 

The remainder of the day was 
applied to visiting local facilities, 
continuing discussions and so-
cialising commenced earlier and 
staying out of the rain. 
 

Members reconvened for the 
evening meal at 6pm and were 
welcomed with a medley of 
tunes, played on the bagpipes by 
piper David Caddy. His expertise 
was extremely well received by 
all and set the scene for an enjoy-
able evening.  
 

The meal followed, with pump-
kin soup and a sumptuous main 
course of a variety of casseroles 
provided by the culinary experts 
of the gathering. The writer was 
not aware that so many varieties 
of pumpkin soup existed! 
 

The evening’s entertainment pro-
gressed to stage 2 when Geoff & 
Jan Tuke demonstrated an exam-
ple of their abilities on the dance 
floor, including rock n roll and 
swing, and left their audience 
gasping in admiration. As profes-
sional dancers Geoff and Jan 
made their performance appear 
easy and many of the ladies wish 
to seek some coaching, many of 
the males feigned leg or back 
injuries! 
 

Festivities then moved back to 
the dining table for an array of 
desserts prior to the final enter-
tainment item for the evening. 
 

Story teller & historian, Joe Jor-
dan, then presented an interesting 
and intriguing dossier into the 

W.A. State  
Muster 

Dwellingup 
 

(Bruce Buchanan) 
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Cec & Di from Sunshine Nomads 
arrived first on Tuesday afternoon 
after leaving their own club mus-
ter at Woodford, it was a great 
pleasure to have then visit our 
muster.   

Next to arrive was Graham from 
Bogantungan who is a club mem-
ber of the Australian Caravan 
Club who is on his first muster 
hope we didn’t frighten him off. 

Marion & George, Kelvin & 
Christine, Mary & Gary all meet 
at the Duck Ponds in Rockhamp-

ton before heading out in a con-
voy, with guest Glestelle & Tom 
joining us from Gracemere, last to 
arrive were Jennifer & Sonny, Val 
& Rod, Joyce & Bevan.   

We all set up at Baralaba Show-
grounds.  Mary, an old Baralaba 
girl, took us for a walk around the 
town, a small town but very 
spread out. We visited the Land-
care Building where the local art-
ists were displaying their art work. 

 Finska or Boules were the games 
played at Happy Hour daily and 

aided and abetted by “Morgan” 
the Jack Russell. 

Thursday night we had a com-
munal BBQ as a farewell to Cec 
& Di who were heading to Mac-
kay and Graham who was head-
ing back to Bogantungan on Fri-
day morning.  An added bonus 
on Friday night was the local 
school fete - we all turned up and 
supported the kids in their games 
and some of us won a few raffle 
prizes.  We ran across the annual 
nomads that the locals call “The 
Baralaba River Rats” on a few of 
our outings. Baralaba folk wel-
comed us as well as the “River 
Rats” as we nearly doubled the 
population, and bring revenue to 
the town. 

On Saturday Tinny Major sup-
plied a Country Morning Tea and 
a tour of their Heritage Village 
of “Old Houses & Wares”. No 
lunch was necessary following 
morning tea, and a very enjoy-
able dinner was held at the Bara-
laba Bowls Club on Saturday 
Night. “Boy can those country 
people cook”.    

Sunday Night saw our final din-
ner, with everyone bringing a 
Hotpot along to help celebrate 
Rod’s birthday, we missed hav-

ing Christine & Kelvin and Jenni-
fer & Sonny who had to be back 
in Rockhampton on Sunday 
Morning for a Camp Quality 
Event.   

The remainder except for Bevan 
& Joyce left on Monday to go 
back to reality, with Joyce & 
Bevan travelling further afield. 

ooOOOoo 

Capricornia  
Tourers 

Baralaba Muster 
 

(Elizabeth Benney) 

Western Wallabies 
Gillingarra Muster 

 

(Bruce Buchanan) 

For those that missed it, what a 
great muster. We couldnt have 
ordered better weather with light 
winds, blue skies and crisp 
nights.  
 

A wonderful fire rounded off 
each day with nibbles and drinks 
to finish. Thanks to Steve and his 
chainsaw we had wood aplenty. 
The huge logs he and his helpers 
collected made for some roaring 
fires. The fires were the place to 
be as the sun started to get lower 
in the sky. It was so nice to sit 
around the raging fire swapping 
stories and sharing nibbles, and 
when meals were concluded, a 
place to share a “Premium, Top 
Shelf” cask of port, and dribble 
into the early hours of the morn-
ing. 
 

BTW.. seen at the campfire in the 
early hours not once but twice 
was none other than the Birthday 
boy!!! 
 

Our Camping tip this issue has 
been provided courtesy of Gavin 
and Linda, who recounted the 
time they first went camping. Af-
ter struggling for quite some time 
with the small, “Easy Up” tent, a 
couple approached and asked 
them if they minded that they 
give some advice.. Gavin and 
Linda, by this stage were in the 
early stages of Divorce proced-
ings and were ready to accept any 
advice said, “Yes Please” .. The 
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couple then suggested that per-
haps they were attemting to put 
the tent up, UPSIDE DOWN!!!!! 
 

Before I forget...  Happy Birthday 
to Bruce. 
 

Surprisingly around 6 vans made 
an early start by arriving on 
Thursday. We also had 5 stay on 
for the Sunday night. The venue 
and facilities were first class and 
once again made for a very enjoy-
able stay.  
 

The excellent kitchen made the 
preparation of our Annual Christ-
mas in July feast a breeze. Every-
one pitched in to supply, prepare, 
cook, carve and serve a veritable 
feast. 
 

What is a feast without one of 
Vicki’s raffles? Great job again 
Vicki, only you can do it that well. 
Joe and Kay seemed to hold a few 
winning raffle tickets and defi 
nitely outdid Onset, although she 
and Peter still managed to collect 
a prize on the night. We were 

wondering whether Peter had 
already collected a prize earlier 
in the day when he and Onset 
quietly slipped away from the 
campfire for around 90 minutes. 
 

Also a big thank you to everyone 
for entering into the spirit by pre-
paring hats  for  Vicki’s 
“Interesting Hat” competition. 
Kay Jordans magnificent contri-
bution, including matching boots 
was a very deserving winner. 
 

Saturdays branch meeting came 
up with some good ideas which 
will no doubt be implemented in 
time. There was majority support 
for Bi-ennial State Musters 
rather than annual.  
 

Unscheduled Rolling musters, or 
“Tag Alongs” were also sug-
gested. Discussions following 
the meeting raised the possibility 
of these “Tag Alongs” com-
mencing immediately prior to a 
scheduled Muster or finishing at 
a scheduled Muster with the abil-

ity for vans to join or leave at any 
time.  
 

No doubt it will be a topic for 
conversation around the next 
campfire. 
 

A very special thank you to Brian 
and Pam Kelly from Gillingarra. 
Brian is a long time resident and 
farmer from the area and took a 
number of us on a tour of the 
area, sharing his knowledge of 
the history of the area and keep-
ing us enthralled with his tales of 
growing up in the early days of 
the district. 
 

He also shared with us a tour of 
the house in which he grew up, 
showing us some fantastic views 
of the district from nearby van-
tage points. 
 

A great muster, with all looking 
forward to catching up at our next 
one, which will be at Southern 
Brook. 

ooOOoo 
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CLUB SHOP 
 
 

  
 Quality polo shirt  $38.00  

Taupe with green and gold trim.  Features club logo.               
Men’s sizes  S to 5XL with pockets; 
Ladies sizes 12 to 26 without pocket 

  
 Quality long sleeved polo shirt  $42.00 

Taupe with green and gold trim.  Features club logo. 
Men’s sizes  S to 5XL with pockets; 
Ladies sizes 12 to 26 without pocket 

  
 Breathable jersey knit polo shirt  $38.00 

Snag resistant fabric.  Knit collar with contrast  
tipping. Side splits, features club logo. 
Mens sizes S to 5XL with pockets. 
Ladies sizes 8 to 24 without pocket   

  
 
  

Polar zip jacket  $44.00 
Polar fleece full zip jacket with two pockets, bottle   
green in colour.  Features club logoon the left side. 
Mens sizes S to 5XL 
Ladies sizes 10 to 28 

  
  
 Sprayproof jacket  $50.00 

100% Polyester jacket with contrasting microfibre 
panel, jersey lining. Full zip front with two 
zippered pockets bottle green with gold trim. 
Features club logo on the left side. 
Adult sizes: XXS to 5XL. 

  
 Quality Cap  $15.00 

Embroidered club logo in green and gold 
One size fits all. 
  

  
 
  

Brimmed Hat  $18.00 
Bottle green with gold club logo on the front with 
adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a snug fit. 
small 57cm;  large 61cm 

  
  Club Flag  $15.00 

600 x 400, complete with small staff 

  
 

Stickers 
Available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for 
car and van. 
Jumbo Van Sticker (A4 size)                $10.00                            Postage up to 5 Stickers—$3.50 
Large Van Sticker                                   $3.00                                             up to 5 Stickers—$2.00 
Small Sticker (fits inside windscreen) $1.00                                            up to 5 Stickers—$1.00 
N.B. If any stickers are purchased with another item that attracts a postage cost, there is no 
charge for Sticker postage.  

 
   Spare Wheel Cover  $50.00 

 High quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, 
 name and web address in green and gold. 
 Please advise tyre size when ordering. 

Postage—1 shirt—$9.00 
       2 to 4 shirts—$14.00 

Postage—1 shirt—$9.00 
       2 to 4 shirts—$14.00 

Postage—1 shirt—$9.00 
       2 to 4 shirts—$14.00 

Postage—1 to 2 Jackets—$14.00 
      3 Jackets—$18.00 

Postage—1 to 2 Jackets—$14.00 
      3 to 4 Jackets—$18.00 

Postage—1 to 3 Caps—$9.00 
      4 to 7 Caps—$14.00 

Postage—1 to 4 Hats—$14.00 

Postage—1 Flag—$9.50 
      2 Flags—$11.50 

Postage—1 Cover—$14.00 
      2 to 3 Covers—$18.00 

The ACC recommends that members avail themselves of the Registered Post option for goods purchased. Currently this is $3.20 per 
parcel/mailing item, and provides cover up to $100 . 
 

Additional insurance of goods in excess of $100 value is available at $1.50 per $100 value (after the first $100 covered by Regis-
tered Post).  Members should use their own discretion for low cost items. 

(Prices include GST.) 
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 Beanie  $13.00 

Bottle green featuring club emblem.  Matches 
the scarf.                                                                                                               

  
  Scarf  $17.00                

Bottle green with gold stripes down sides, features          
club logo.   Matches the beanie. 

 Stubby Holder  $7.00up to 6 ‐‐‐ $9.00 
Durable and handy for that cold one.  Comes in  
club colours of green and gold 
N.B. If other bulky item ordered 1st holder ‐‐‐ N/C then each additional is $0.50c. 

  
 
  

Lanyard  $4.001 to 2 ‐‐‐ $2.00 
including small clip, in gold with green club name. 
N.B If purchased along with another item that attracts postage cost ‐‐‐ N/C 

 
 
 
 

 

Keytag  $7.50 
55mm x 25mm ‐ individually numbered, return                 
address on reverse.  “If found please return to Australian 
Caravan Club Ltd.  PO Box 631, Patterson Lakes  Vic  3197”  
Purchasers of these keytags will have their membership  
Number and name recorded in a register for return of  
keys in the event they should be lost.  The product is  
enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold  
on the reverse side, and comes with a heavy duty chain  
and split ring. 
N.B If purchased along with another item that attracts postage cost ‐‐‐ N/C 

  
 Umbrella  $25‐001 ‐‐‐ $13.00 

Quality umbrella with fiberglass shaft with carbon 
fibre bow makes a very durable umbrella in club 
colours of green and gold with club logo on 2 sides. 

 

 

Pen  $6.00                
Silver and green with club logo in gold. 
N.B If purchased along with another item that attracts postage cost ‐‐‐ N/C 

   
  
  
  
Picnic Basket  $25.001 ‐‐‐ $18.00   

  
 Apron  $25.00 

83cm x 65cm with pocket and adjustable neck  strap.  
Features club logo with the words “FOOD CREW”  
printed in gold 

  
  
 Membership card holder  $1.001 to 4 ‐‐‐ $1.00   

Clear sturdy plastic with place to attach your 
lanyard.  Holds your membership card to stop 
from getting damaged. 
N.B If purchased along with another item that attracts postage cost ‐‐‐ N/C 

  
 Cooler stool  $25.00           1 to 4 ‐‐‐ $18.00 

Bottle green fabric with club logo on side. You can 
keep your drinks cold in the cooler section.  Also 
 has 2 straps for easy carrying. 

  
  Gift CertificatesUp to $100.00 

1 year membership gift certificate  $60.00 
Give a gift certificate or 1 year membership to 
that special person, something a bit different. 

Postage—1 to 5 Beanies—$9.00 
    2 Beanies + 2 Scarves—$9.00 

Postage—1 to 3 Scarves—$9.00 
    2 Beanies + 2 Scarves—$9.00 

Postage—1 to 6 Holders—$9.00 
    7 to 12 Holders—$14.00 

Postage—1 to 2 Lanyards—$2.00 

Postage—1 to 2 Keytags—$2.00 
                  Multiply accordingly for  
                  greater numbers. 

Postage—1 Umbrella —$13.00 

Postage—1 to 10 Pens —$4.00 

Postage—1 Basket —$18.00 

Postage—1 to 2 Aprons—$9.00 
      3 to 4 Aprons—$14.00 

Postage—1 to 4 Holders —$1.00 

Postage—1 to 4 Stools —$18.00 

Postage—1 Certificate —$1.00 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

Date 2014 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Sep 14 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Family Day Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

Sep 19—21 Swan River Rovers WA Leeman Muster Kaye Petterson 0427 775 301 

Sep 26—28 Border Hoppers NSW Mt Beauty Muster Leslie Gaskin 0418 479 855 

Sep 28—Oct 12 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Tag to Nat. Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

Sep 28—Oct 12 Golden Westerners NSW Tag to Nat. Muster Graham Humphreys 0409 126 308 

Oct 3—5 Tassie Travellers TAS Huonville Muster Rod Barwick 0427 674 780 

Oct 5—11 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Tag to Nat. Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Oct 6—12 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Tag to Nat. Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 
Oct 7—12 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Tag to Nat. Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Oct 13—19 ACC NAT National Muster Therese Goodwin Email 

Oct 24—26 Southerly Busters NSW Huskisson Muster Peter Stanhope 0419 225 271 

Oct 24 –26 Western Wallabies WA Gin Gin Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306 

Oct 24—26 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Poona Palms Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

Oct 25—26 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Yarrowitch Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Oct 31—Nov 3 Murray River Ramblers VIC Boomanoomana Muster Kaye Hocking 0408 230 147 

Nov 1—30 Sydney City Slickers NSW High Country Tag Lorraine Theodorus 0417 486 017 

Nov 5—10 Country Cruisers QLD Allawah Muster Robyn Ward 0417 780 201 

Nov 7—9 Border Hoppers NSW Forges Pump Mustery Leslie Gaskin 0418 479 855 

Nov 9 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Seafood Cruise Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

Nov 14 –16 Family Firesiders QLD Elanda Point Muster Robyn Bower 0418 162 094 

Nov 14—16 Swan River Rovers WA Cookernup Muster Kaye Petterson 0427 775 301 

Nov 14—16 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Tin Can Bay Muster Jenny Rehren 07 4128 0379 

Nov 14—16 Southern Nomads VIC Yarrawonga Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Nov 21 – 23 Sundowners SA McClaren Vale Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 

Nov 21—23 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Lakes Entrance Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Nov 21—23 Southern Cross Overlanders SA Murray Bridge Muster Pam Gregory 0437 093 412 

Nov 21—23 Hunter Ramblers NSW Karuah Jetty Muster Di. Stubbs 02 4982 3815 

Oct 20—31 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Tag Home from Nat.Must John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

Nov 24—Dec 1 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Brunswick Hds Muster Shirley Carey 0408 451 206 

Nov 28—30 Bayside Wanderers VIC Bendigo Muster Ray Flynn 0419 590 884 

Nov 28—30 Lakeside Drifters NSW Anna Bay Muster Bill Walker 0412 424 972 

Nov 28—30 Tassie Travellers TAS Longford Muster Rod Barwick 0427 674 780 

Nov 28—30 Western Wallabies WA Busselton Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306 

Dec 4—9 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Kilcoy Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

Dec 4—8 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Helensvale Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 

Dec 5—8 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Stanthorpe Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Dec 5—7 Murray River Ramblers VIC Cobram Muster Kaye Hocking 0408 230 147 

Dec 5 - 7 Southerly Busters NSW Tumut Muster Peter Stanhope 0419 225 271 

Jan 30—Feb 1 (2015) Hunter Ramblers NSW Blacksmiths Muster Di. Stubbs 02 4982 3815 

Feb 12—16 (2015) Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Mt Warning Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713 

Feb 13—15 (2015) Tassie Travellers TAS Ross Muster Rod Barwick 0427 674 780 
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ACC Branch Directory 

 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 

Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Robyn Bower 
0418 162 094 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Shirley Carey 
0408 451 206 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Graham Humphreys 
0409 126 308 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Di Stubbs 
02 4982 3815 

hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

John Mathams 
07 3351 1713 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Pam Gregory 
0437 093 412 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Ellen Wightman 
0447 001 370 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Den. Mulholland 
0412 274 154 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Kaye Petterson 
0427 775 301 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Lorraine Theodorus 
0417 486 017 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Robyn Ward 
0417 780 201 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Ray Flynn 
0419 590 884 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Leslie Gaskin 
0418 479 855 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Gloria Griffiths 
0428 236 158 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Bruce Buchanan 
0419 964 306 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Peter Stanhope 
0419 225 271 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Lakeside Drifters 
NSW 

Bill Walker 
0412 424 972 

lakesidedrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Tassie Travellers 
TAS. 

Rod Barwick 
0427 674 780 

tassietravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Brisbane Roustabouts 
QLD 

Chris Lloyd 
0412 614 260 

brisbaneroustabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Capricornia Tourers 
QLD 

Mary Benney 
0409 475 030 

capricorniatourers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Cooloola Coasters 
QLD 

Joan Smith 
0438 387 948 

cooloolacoasters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Sydney Explorers 
NSW 

Linda Armour 
02 9624 6036 

sydneyexplorers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

Bushtrekkers 
QLD 

Kaye Hawkins 
0411 143 648 

bushtrekkers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

River Runners 
NSW 

Jenny Fuller 
0428 537 585 

Riverrunners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Limestone Coasters 
SA 

Deb Bott 
0408 840 769 

limestonecoasters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunset Coast Travellers 
WA 

Monika Schatz 
0418 911 159 

sunsetcoasttravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 




