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Club Management

The Directors of the Club are -

Lionel Mussell  -  Chair

   -  Publicity Officer

Grant Stable  -  Secretary

Julie Baldwin  -  Treasurer

Rob Tudor  -  Web Master

John Stainer  -  Director

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the

 responsibility for the benefit of our members.

ooOOoo

The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club 

Limited for the benefit of club members.

ISSN  1835-1646.

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be forwarded 

to the editor.

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 

without the permission of the author. We have obtained permission from the copyright 

holder where a copyright article has been used. 

The opinion expressed in any article is that of the writer and not necessarily that of club 

management.

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and readers 

should not assume that the inclusion  of an advertisement is a recommendation as to the 

suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised.

ooOOoo
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From the Chair
As we put together the first Nomad of our second year, I can’t help reflecting on the past 

year that saw so many of our initial aims achieved. These include a steady growth in 

membership, a full-colour magazine to be proud of, an exclusive insurance scheme, a 

dynamic website, growing member benefits, an enjoyable and well attended first Annual 

Muster and AGM and solid plans for the future. A report on our first Muster and my 

Annual Report to members are included in this magazine.

Your Board has worked tirelessly to achieve these aims and has now put in place the 

means to achieve even more through committees. We have set up three so far, each headed 

by keen and active members.  Details are elsewhere but I’d like to thank Gary Duncan, 

Don Reid and Barry Konemann and the members of their committees for agreeing so 

readily to share the workload and help us move forward.

The four directors who have been the members of your Board for most of the past twelve 

months were looking forward to the addition of Jonathan Livingstone to our ranks at the 

Annual Meeting but unfortunately he was unable to take up the position due to health 

reasons and that meant it still left just we four musketeers to keep the wheels turning.

Having active committees will ease the hard-working secretaries enormous workload a 

little but we still need a full Board of six directors to operate in the way we would like. To 

start to achieve this we invited John Stainer to accept a directorship and he has graciously 

accepted. Details are elsewhere - but welcome John.

Our branches will be our best recruiting grounds for members and I am delighted that the 

ACC Southern Nomads has been formed in Victoria and I congratulate them and their 

office bearers. They join our first branches – the ACC Sunshine Nomads and ACC Happy 

Holiday Coasters.

As I write moves are afoot to form a branch in the Wide Bay/Burnett area of Qld and by 

the time you read this I hope that branch will be a reality. There is interest in other areas 

as well. 

Yes – it’s been a year of solid achievement and I know it could not have happened 

without your goodwill and help.  I’m looking forward to the future of our club with great 

optimism and look forward to meeting up with many of you along the way.

Lionel

ooOOoo
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First Annual Muster
Nearly one hundred and fifty members and guests gathered at Belongil Fields Caravan 

Park in beautiful Byron Bay in NSW for the first ever National Muster and AGM of the 

Australian Caravan Club.

In a weekend crammed with activities, the fully catered dinner on Saturday night was 

a highlight and members were surprised and delighted to find they each received a 

souvenir wine glass, courtesy of Caravan World, and a free glass of wine to start the 

evening’s festivities. The popularity of the glasses was shown later in the evening when 

surplus glasses were put up for auction. Spirited bidding saw increasing value placed on 

the glasses until the final pair, plus a bottle of wine, were knocked down by auctioneer 

Lionel for an incredible $125! Thanks Gary and Pam.

Great entertainment was provided by the talented ‘Chris and the Grey’ as award winning 

bush poet Merv Webster and his partner Chris like to be called.

Round the fire

Caravans started arriving the previous weekend and early birds enjoyed great fellowship 

and swapping yarns around the campfire each night at Happy Hour until the circle became 

too big as the number of vans grew to more than seventy.

A trivia night with much mirth and laughter started the official proceedings on the 

Thursday night as teams vied with each other for honours. In the sudden death ‘True or 

False’ contest, Sylvia McGrice surprised even herself by being the only one left standing 

after just seven questions!

The final trivia question sheet was about Greek Mythology and there was only one team 

that scored – and that was just for one correct answer. The team that won the prize for the 

night certainly didn’t win for their answers to that sheet – they answered ‘Thor’ for eight 

questions and crossed ‘Thor’ out and put ‘Aphrodite’ for another! Still wrong.



Boules 

Friday saw the start of the keenly contested Boules competition organised by Rob Tudor 

and this continued with heats, semi-finals and finals throughout the day. The eventual 

winners were Gary Duncan and Brian Ward
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The first of a series of educational 

seminars was held on Friday afternoon 

when newly appointed ACC Honorary 

Technical Advisor, Tom Olthoff, gave a 

wide-ranging talk on ‘Towing Safely’. The 

number of questions was a good indication 

of the interest in Tom’s expertise. Tom 

also made himself available throughout 

the weekend to talk to individual members 

with queries.

The sausage sizzle provided by the club 

on Friday night proved popular and there 

was even provision for those with special 

dietary needs – in fact ALL the sausages 

were gluten free and delicious. Poor Judy 

Tudor and her helpers peeled and sliced 

about twelve kilos of onions to go with the 

snags.

Impromptu entertainment followed with 

Brian Ward providing the music and 

members showing rare talents as well. 

However we won’t allow a microphone 

anywhere near Webmaster Rob again. I’ll 

say no more but Slim Dusty he is not!

Bright and early

After the activities on Friday it was great 

to see so many people front up first thing 

on Saturday for the continuation of our 

education programme. This included 

a very thought-provoking fire safety 

demonstration. I wonder how many of us 

have fire extinguishers that are out of date 

and how many smoke alarms are getting 

new batteries after David’s presentation. 

Oh yes – and how many fire blankets 

were purchased as a result of the practical 

demonstration of their value?



Copped

Member Gary Duncan, newly retired from the NSW Police, and his still serving friend 

Grant Seddon, told us how to stay safe while travelling. Most things they talked about are 

common sense but of course in a difficult situation there is always a tendency to panic.

It’s Electric

Brian Springer from Springer’s 12v Shop, a very strong supporter of our club provided 

an update on 12v electrics for our vans. The power saving devices should be a great 

assets to all of us who prefer alternate camping.
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Our first AGM – and a year of achievement

Happy birthday to us! In just one year we have achieved a great deal and Chairperson 

Lionel Mussell, outlined some of the goals we have set and met during the twelve short 

months we have been in existence.

The fact that we have now finally obtained a ‘members only’ insurance policy through 

MHIA with many benefits for members is a dream fulfilled and the end of a very 

frustrating series of investigations and negotiations with other companies.

The CEO of MHIA, Phil Nossiter, was the first speaker on Sunday morning and he and 

his staff outlined the many add-on benefits members will be able to enjoy if signing up 

with his company.

It was interesting to see the number of 

hands in the air when Phil asked how many 

people were already with MHIA. Even 

more interesting was the positive response 

to the question of whether they were happy 

with the service provided.

Following the insurance seminar, Colin 

Hopgood gave the final talk intriguingly 

titled ‘Safe drinking while travelling’ 

which outlined the benefits of using 

B.E.S.T. water filters.
 



Highly Successful weekend

This rounded off a very successful weekend and the number of smiling faces and sounds 

of laughter from groups gathered under awnings were testimony to the enjoyment 

everyone felt from our first Annual Muster. The wonderful pictorial record put together 

by Webmaster Rob shows many of the people and activities that contributed to making 

this such a memorable occasion.

Secretary Grant and Treasurer Julie did most of the planning and organising for the 

weekend, including a number of trips to Byron Bay from the Sunshine Coast. We owe 

them a great debt – thanks a million you two. Thanks also to the people who assisted so 

willingly during the muster.

Volunteers and ideas are needed to make the 2008 National Muster even brighter and 

better.

ooOOoo
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
TO THE ACC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 15.9.07

Welcome to this historic AGM – the first of what I trust will be many more exciting and 

fulfilling annual get-togethers.

The club is now a year old and in the past twelve months a great deal of work has gone 

into laying the foundations for what will without any doubt grow into a real force to be 

reckoned with in the world of caravanning.

I want to pay tribute to the work of your Board. When the club was founded – largely 

through the efforts of the Foundation Chairperson, Gary Stratton, and Foundation 

Secretary, Grant Stable, they based our club on the highly successful UK organisation 

‘The Caravan Club’ which boasts 350,000 members last count. 7,500 of these were invited 

to a garden party at Buckingham Palace recently to celebrate the club’s centenary.

There was a settling in period at the start of the year. Gary found pressure of work made it 

impossible to continue as Chairperson and Tom ‘Titch’ Richards assumed the helm for a 

short time until he too found it necessary to resign from the Board. That was when I was 

coerced into reluctantly taking on the role and now wild horses couldn’t drag me from 

the chair as it has been an intensely challenging and rewarding experience. It has been a 

pleasure working with dedicated directors, workaholic secretary Grant, financial expert 

Julie Baldwin and Webmaster Rob Tudor. We have been joined recently by soon to be 

appointed Jonathan Livingstone. 

Our Board meetings have been held via the internet using MSN Messenger and despite 

living or travelling in widespread areas of Australia it has been possible to conduct our 

meetings in a similar fashion as being face to face. It was only a few days ago that Rob 

and Grant met in person for the first time.

Your Directors have worked tirelessly for the club but we now need assistance from 

people willing to lead and work on committees. We need a recruiting and expansion 

committee, an education committee and an advocacy committee to name just three. 

We have taken out Directors and Officers Insurance plus Public Liability Insurance.

Nomad

Keeping in touch with members is a vital part of any organisation and we have been 

able to do this through the pages of The Nomad that has been delivered as promised 

to members every quarter. Thanks to being able to produce it in-house and success in 

getting advertisers, we have been able to produce and send the magazine at very little 

cost to members. The task is getting too big now with 500 copies each issue so we 

are exploring ways of getting it printed commercially. The content has been interesting 

thanks to contributions and photographs from members – keep ‘em coming folks. 



Our Logo and the name Nomad are now our registered Trademarks and the magazine is 

registered through the National Library with an ISSN.

Website

Rob Tudor joined the Board during the year and took on the important role of Webmaster. 

A website had been set up right from the beginning by Gary and when he resigned from 

the Board I took it over for a short time until Rob came in and revolutionised the site 

and has since kept it a dynamic medium for informing the general public about our club 

and for members to get access to up to date news and contact details. An example is Tom 

Olthoff’s excellent article on ‘Warranty Woes’ that appears in its entirety in the Members 

Section of the website.

Publicity

A club like ours can only function if we have enough members and hand in hand with 

that goes the need for publicity.

I took on the role of Publicity Director when I joined the Board and have continued 

wearing that hat ever since. We have received good support from the RV media. 

Caravan World has given us excellent coverage both through publishing my releases 

and by allowing me to use my ‘On the Wallaby’ column to spread the ACC word – to 

the annoyance of some sections of the caravanning industry. We have also had coverage 

from Caravan and Motorhome and On the Road magazine.

It gives me great pleasure that Ros Bromwich, editor of Caravan World is here with us this 

weekend and Simone Costa, editor of Caravan and Motorhome was with us yesterday

My activities as your Chairperson at one stage upset the industry so much that they were 

not going to have me present my ‘Preparing for the Big Trip’ seminars at Caravan Shows 

after doing seminars for them free of charge for many years. Fortunately common sense 

prevailed and I did presentations in Melbourne and Brisbane. Sydney had a different 

reason for not including me on their programme – but I can read between the lines.

Branches

An analysis of enquiries from potential members showed that social activities are an 

important factor in the decision of whether to join or not. In light of this the Board started 

encouraging State social weekends. We also feel that our growth can be increased by the 

formation of local branches and we were pleased to approve the formation of two branches 

during the later part of the year. The ACC Sunshine Nomads and the ACC Happy Holiday 

Coasters are up and running and have held a number of successful weekend functions. 

Congratulations to those Branches. The name ‘Muster’ has been adopted for our gatherings 

and musters have been held in Queensland, NSW and Victoria so far. More are planned 

and details are on the website. There is talk of special interest groups and we are very much 

in favour of these – Bob and Loretta Taylor here today with a Classic Olympic fibreglass 

caravan are trying to interest other owners of these vans to form a Branch and in fact the 

presence here this weekend of another Olympic van is a result of their efforts.
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Vi and I have been privileged to attend two Victorian musters, one in Queensland and 

now this one in NSW. It’s great to get together with fellow caravanners and swap yarns 

and enjoy good fellowship.

Advocacy

As you will have read in The Nomad, I believe we are still too small to have much impact 

yet. That is why we have been putting so much effort into membership recruitment. A 

club of 450 members can’t really claim to speak for the huge majority of caravanners and 

camper-trailer owners.

That doesn’t mean we haven’t been trying – far from it. We did a fair bit of stirring 

about the failure of LPG regulators but that issue seems to have been swept under the 

mat with no clear cut answers as to the real cause. The bandaid solution of copper 

pigtails and raising the mounting height of the regulator seems to provide respite for 

owners who have experienced the problem. We did get a fair bit of information from the 

Technical Department of the UK‘s Caravan Club where they have similar problems and 

are provided with the same excuses.

We wrote to the Pine Rivers Council and the Qld Dept. of Main Roads about long-stay campers 

doing the wrong thing at Wyllie Park on the north side of Brisbane. We also wrote to the then 

Premier of Queensland Peter Beattie suggesting the use of showgrounds and school facilities 

for caravan club functions and our letter was passed to the appropriate departments. 

The Lake Macquarrie Council in NSW made some rest areas available to motorhomes 

only for a twelve months trial period and invited submissions about this. We made a 

submission pointing out that this was discrimination and followed this with phone calls. 

It will be discussed by the Council later in the year.

We also wrote to the RVMAA about the SA Coroner’s suggestion that Tare Weight be 

included on the compliance plate of all new caravans but as usual did not get a reply.

Our more recent interest is in the alleged failure of caravan wheel studs and subsequent 

loss of a wheel. There has been a lot of discussion about this on forums but few details of 

actual failures. I emailed a number of caravan insurance companies about this but so far 

the only positive result has come from the NRMA and RACV who gave me the phone 

number of one of their assessors who has encountered the problem. He tells me that our 

correspondence has been forwarded to the NRMA Technical Research people who will be 

conducting some tests on caravan wheel studs. He also said he was pleased that someone 

is taking an interest in the problem. John Balding of Touring Oz forum has given me 

two broken studs that came from Merv Webster’s caravan. Merv will be entertaining us 

tonight and we will be asking him for details of what happened to his studs.

I did ask on one of the forums for people with facts to email me but so far nothing has 

eventuated. Assistant Manager Neil has now added a thread on ‘Touring Oz’ so that 

may elicit some facts. Once we have solid evidence we can approach a whole lot of 

people who should be interested in this life-threatening problem and then - just maybe  

- someone will do something constructive about it before there’s a bad accident.
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Some members feel we should be doing more. We are open to suggestions and offers of 

help if you have the skills and experience to assist. 

Honorary Technical Advisor

We are delighted to tell you that caravanning guru, Tom Olthoff, has accepted the position 

of Honorary Technical Adviser of the Australian Caravan Club. Tom is known and 

respected by caravanners everywhere and his technical expertise is recognised widely. 

He runs his own caravanning advice business in Adelaide and conducts very successful 

Towing Clinics. He appears on the M&MH Forum under the heading of Tom’s Tech. 

Tom’s advice will be greatly appreciated and we feel his appointment will be a wonderful 

asset for our club. Those of you who were able to hear Tom discuss Towing Safely 

yesterday will know what I mean.

Insurance

I’ve left this until nearly last although it’s probably the most important item in the 

report.

Right from the inception of the ACC we have tried to get a competitive, members only, 

insurance scheme. We tried all the major companies and got knock backs until we 

contacted a well known broker who runs an insurance scheme for another large RV club. 

He promised the earth and delivered nothing except months of frustration with hopes 

raised and dashed over an extended time.

Finally Grant and Julie attended the Brisbane Caravan Show with the intention of 

contacting Insurance Companies who were at the show.

To our great pleasure and delight MHIA (Manufactured Homes Insurance Agency) not 

only offered us a great deal but have followed through all the way and are with us this 

weekend to cement our friendship and show us the benefits of their caravan insurance 

policy. I hope you all take the opportunity to listen to them tomorrow morning and ask 

any questions you might have.

In conclusion

We have come a long way in just twelve months but there’s much more to do. We need 

numbers so that our still small voice becomes a mighty roar! The insurance scheme will 

help recruiting as we will have the best policy on the market but what we really need 

are dedicated members spreading the word wherever they go. Roving ambassadors. We 

have nice new brochures to help and Rob will be updating the website with details of our 

insurance scheme.

The next twelve months will be vital. A time to consolidate and a time to grow. Grant and 

Julie are planning a big trip next year so we will need to be looking at replacements on 

the Board next year. They have been the backbone of our progress up to now but there 

must be others to take up the reins.

For now though - if anyone is still awake - we must get on with today’s agenda.

Lionel
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The Advocate
Warranty or Not

Usually this section talks about who we have contacted and the lack of replies! This 

time we have actually got a result to report.

A prominent Queensland RV dealership sent its customers a notice stating there 

was no warranty on lpg regulators. It went on to advise customers to carry a spare if 

intending to visit remote areas. A member sent me a copy of the notice and I emailed 

the Queensland Office of Fair Trading asking if the dealer could state this without 

being bound by the normal warranty provisions. The advice from Fair Trading was that 

it appeared the notice contravened the Trade Practices Act and suggested we lodge an 

official complaint to the Qld. Office of Fair Trading and also contact the ACCC. 

Rather than complain at once, I contacted the dealer and included a copy of the reply 

from Fair Trading. I said I was giving them the opportunity to withdraw the notice 

before we lodged a complaint. 

This resulted in another notice to customers stating that the first notice was an error 

and was unconditionally withdrawn. It went on to say that the normal warranty against 

faulty workmanship or parts applied and gave some helpful advice on ways to improve 

the life of regulators.

Publicity in The Australian Senior (NSW edition) following our National Muster 

resulted in quite a few phone calls – particularly from people who noted with interest 

that we had made representations to the lpg industry and others about the failure of 

lpg regulators. One poor caravanner had replaced five regulators on his Jayco and was 

composing a letter to the company about it as he had only had one replacement as a 

warranty item. He was getting sick of paying for new ones.

It seems this problem is alive and well and I’d be pleased to receive emails from any 

member who has suffered from this annoying problem recently.

Having Tom Olthoff on hand to offer advice on warranty and other technical matters is 

extremely helpful and I’m sure many of us will benefit from his professional experience 

and knowledge.

Lake Macquarie

We have not forgotten this issue. The Lake Macquarie Council advises that it has yet 

to make a decision on over-nighting in their rest areas. Members may recall that signs 

were erected stating that caravans could not stay overnight. Although there may be 

good reasons why we cannot stay there, the signs had a blanket ban on caravans.

ooOOoo
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Time to renew your caravan Insurance? 

Check the policy your club has arranged for our members with MHIA 

MHIA provides all its policy holders with 

* Policies with competitive premiums

* Policy Benefits which compare favourably 
* The best client service possible 

Provide your membership number and obtain the additional benefits 

* Club membership premium 

* Special benefits to club members 

You will be impressed 

The policy benefits are detailed in the product disclosure statement. Before buying the 
policy you should consider the product disclosure statement provided by MHIA. 

For details contact MHIA who will provide the full details. 

Phone freecall : 1800 676 700 
Or Email to : info@mhia.com.au
Postal:  P O Box 3597 TUGGERAH, NSW 2259 

When contacting MHIA please have the following information ready- 
Van Make, model and year of manufacture 
Your club membership Number 

The Australian Caravan Club Limited will receive a referral fee of $20.00 from MHIA for any policy 
taken out under this insurance scheme. MHIA and ACC have agreed on a minimum number of poli-
cies that need to be sold before this fee is paid. 
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Goulburn Rail Heritage Centre
When travelling through the NSW Southern Tablelands a visit to The Goulburn Rail 

Heritage Centre is well worth the time.

 

The rail heritage centre is located in the old locomotive roundhouse at 12 Braidwood Road.

 
The roundhouse was opened in 1918 and was used for major 

overhaul of all classes of steam and diesel locomotives also 

as a major running shed for the preparation of locomotives 

for service. The eastern side of the roundhouse was 

demolished in the early 1970’s to cut down on maintenance 

costs. The depot was closed by State Rail in1986 and was 

scheduled for demolition soon after.

A group of rail enthusiasts held a meeting and had a 

heritage order placed on the historic rail depot.

 

The depot now houses a working heritage railway 

workshop with the restoration and repair of vintage diesel 

locomotives and rolling stock.

 

The heritage workshop is the oldest wooden framed 

railway building in NSW being the original locomotive 

depot at Wellington in western NSW. The building being 

transferred to Goulburn in the 1930’s, houses all the vintage 

machinery to do all the heavy overhauls.

 
As well as a display of vintage locomotives and rolling stock there is a compressive list 

of all locomotive enginemen and maintenance staff employed at the depot from the time 

it opened.

 

The dedicated volunteers carry out all restoration and maintenance at the depot and all 

visitors are given a conducted tour to ensure an informative and safe visit.

 

The Rail Heritage Centre can be contacted on ‘phone 02 48221210 or fax 02 4823 5762. 

Opening times are 10am to 4pm Tuesday 

to Sunday with the last tour is at 3.30pm.

 

A small entry fee is charged to enable 

the society to cover costs and do further 

restoration.



Goulburn is the first inland city and has many historic buildings and has a long history as 

a major railway city, being allocated number 3 depot in NSW behind the two metropolitan 

Sydney depots of Enfield and Eveleigh.

 

More information on The Rail Heritage Centre and other attractions in Goulburn can be 

obtained from the Goulburn Visitors Centre in Sloane Street.’ phone 1800 353 646 www.

igoulburn.com

 

Paul Ings

Member NoN00040

ooOOoo
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Branch Action a-plenty
Since our last issue another Branch has formed. 

In Victoria the ACC Southern Nomads headed by Bruce Watt and ably helped by secretary 

Ray Barton, with Von Richards as treasurer will be enjoying the social life.  

Up north there is plenty of Branch activity as well. As this is being printed John & Bev 

Balding are working very hard to organise our first Muster in the Wide Bay Burnett area.  

By all accounts it is going to be a very successful event and it seems that in our next 

edition will be reporting the birth of another Branch. We are looking forward to that.

Congratulations to everyone concerned. We all are looking forward to reading your 

reports on your musters and  looking enviously at the photos.

Our Branches are a great way to meet your fellow members and enjoy the social side 

of caravanning. If you are not sure, why not phone the Branch and have a chat. You can 

always meet them on a muster and then decide if you wish to join.

Envious seeing your fellow members getting out and enjoying each others company 

when there is no Branch in your area? Well that’s easy to fix. Why not contact the club 

secretary and ask for the information booklet.  He will also be only too willing to help 

you.

ooOOoo
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Technical Things
When you spend many of your waking hours solving caravanner’s problems, you’d 

think that it would be easy to write a couple of paragraphs about the sorts of things 

others do wrong or offer helpful hints. Not necessarily so. The reasons are many. 

Sometimes I wish that I could call on Murphy as he would no doubt provide an ‘out’. 

But we all know that Lionel has Murphy’s contact details and he is not going to share 

these with anyone.

After almost 30 years in the caravanning industry, it is easy to get dejected. And 

sometimes I do as the problems that were around 30 years ago still persist. These days 

prospective caravanners are still being given the wrong advice, complaints are swept 

under the carpet and the industry is still building caravans that are either too light or too 

heavy at the front.

When we bought our first new caravan in 1976, one salesman, when told what our tow 

car was, said that the sky was the limit as far as what we could tow. Fortunately my 

automotive background made me realise that there were limitations as to what you could 

expect a motor vehicle to safely handle.

We were also supplied with a set of “Level-Rides” (3/4 inch diameter bars in stead of 

5/8 inch ones as our van was over 14ft in length) and a set of ‘across-the-bonnet’ towing 

mirrors. While the latter gave us years of good service, the level-rides stayed in their box 

as I had spoken to a Hayman Reese distributor at a show who had offered to ‘educate’ 

me about weight distribution.

Back in the sixties and seventies life on the road was probably a little less demanding. If 

you did 45mph with a caravan in tow it was considered normal. These days there is a lot 

more large and heavy traffic on the road and people travel a lot faster – even caravanners. 

Of course, our tow vehicles have improved out of sight, which is just as well as some 

caravans leave a lot to be desired.

One of the more common problems is still instability. And there is a lot more of this than 

many would like to admit. Often drivers feel that it is the way that they are handling 

the situation rather than there being something wrong with the van, car or towing 

equipment.

Just recently I checked out a 5-year old tandem that had an external body length of 

6.6metres (6.9m including the spare). Nothing unusual there. But to start with it was 

a pop-top. And most experts will tell you that no-one makes a pop-top this long. But 

someone did. You’ll not be surprised to hear that the owners had trouble raising the roof. 

However, there was a bigger problem. 



From the midpoint of the two wheels to the rear of the van measured 3.5 metres – 

remember overall length was 6.9m. In other words, the wheels were too far forward. 

Out of a total weight of 2160kg there was only 150 on the ball. And that was with a front 

kitchen. The owner reported that over about 85km/h, the rig tended to become unstable. 

The tow vehicle was a Landcruiser.

So what is the solution in a case like this? The owner was happy to sell it and buy another 

van, this time a hard top. But, being a honest caring caravanner, he didn’t want to sell 

it knowing that another person might have similar problems. And a dealer he spoke to 

didn’t want to trade it in as he (the dealer) could see that it wasn’t a nice towing van as 

well as being a long pop-top that would not be easy to sell.

At the time of writing the people had ordered a nice new tandem that would have the 

wheels in the right position to ensure that it would be stable on the road. At the same time 

they still had the problem one. Negotiations were taking place with a caravan repairer and 

an engineering company to determine the feasibility and cost of moving the suspension 

rearwards about 500mm.

The question is – why should all this be necessary? If someone had done the sums right 

in the first place, this could no doubt have been avoided. Fortunately no one had been 

hurt and the caravan had not been damaged in an accident. But that was all due to lots of 

good luck. Working out where the wheels have to go so as to provide maximum stability 

is not rocket science. After all, many get it right, particularly those who specialise in 

custom building. 

So what is the answer? I guess it is education and this is where in the future the ACC can 

hopefully play a part. Some believe that the RVMAA have all this in hand. Sadly, no! 

This organization is more concerned with the size of the steps and if a van is fitted with 

grab handles than if the unit tows well along the road. 

If the ACC can make people more aware of the issues and how to avoid pitfalls it will 

be playing an important party in road safety while at the same time making caravanning 

more enjoyable.

Tom Olthoff

P.S. Tom is happy to answer member’s queries in regard to problems encountered with 

their caravan. Send him an email at caratech@bigpond.com and quote your membership 

number. But please don’t take up his valuable time with questions like – “which way 

should I travel around Oz?” Ed.

ooOOoo
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From The Branches
ACC Happy Holiday Coasters

Since our last report to the Nomad two successful Musters have been held by ACC Happy 

Holiday Coasters. Plus we had members attend the AGM and a great event that was.

In August members assembled at Weenoorna Holiday Park, Manning Point. Manning 

point is a lovely little spot east of Taree, if you haven’t been there, you should make the 

effort.

A small group of five vans made the trip 

Ken & Bev, Geoff & Pam, Richard & 

Marg, Don & Liz and Greg who attended 

minus his better half. All had a very funny 

and sociable weekend. Greg was in his 

usual “life of the party mood” a very funny 

fella with his jokes and stories.

Saturday night BBQ was a great occasion, 

with many yarns being exchanged over 

a glass or three of wine. All in all an 

enjoyable weekend was had by the group.

In November we had a weekend at Seventh Day Adventist Convention Centre, Stuarts 

Point. This is a very large set up and can handle groups up to 7000. A first I thought it 

could be a great venue for an AGM but NO they have some rules that would not work. 

The main one being NO LIQUOR in the function areas.

But despite their rules our small group (who did not venture to their function areas) had 

a very social weekend.

The usual Saturday night BBQ was enjoyed by all. In fact enjoyed so much it was decided 

to reconvene in the morning for bacon and eggs on the Barbie.

Until next time, Happy caravanning from the gang at ACC Happy Holiday Coasters.

ACC Sunshine Nomads

The Sunshine Nomads Muster, at Rainbow Waters Holiday Park from 15 to 19 Nov,  was 

great fun with 15 vans in attendance.  Five of these were new members.  

Happy Hours around the fire were a great attraction for members and sand flies alike.

 The BYO BBQ started the event on Thursday night and things just got better. Those who 

could drag themselves out of bed and wander down to the boat crossed over to Tin Can 



Bay to see  the dolphins being fed. This was followed by a great lunch at the Rainbow 

Beach Sportsman’s Club.  An   all-you-can-eat prawn, oyster and bug dinner on Saturday 

night, followed by a sing along led by Brian Ward and his trusty guitar   with assistance 

from Kathy Burgess.
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On Saturday morning, a correspondent  

from the Rainbow Beach News gave 

us a  blow by blow and most interesting 

description of the recent beaching of 

the Indonesian training ship KRI Arung 

Samudera and the assistance given by the 

townspeople to the crew.

Caravan Park Management provided the 

club with a sausage sizzle breakfast which 

was much appreciated.  The winner of 

our Trivia  challenge on Sunday morning  (John Sommerville) upset everyone when he 

admitted only knowing one answer and guessing the rest.

Intermingled with the semi formal events, a wide range of sports were played: boule (of 

course), disk bowls, fishing (without success) and, for the first time – croquet.  Some 

found this game quite frustrating (Noel Smith) while others shone (Bryan Beck and 

Ryllis Aitkin.   

Nomads were as one in their praise of 

Lyn and Ray Ward for their organisational 

excellence.

Sunshine Nomads have been invited to attend 

the February Muster of the Happy Holiday 

Coasters to be held at Glen Innes in February 

2008. The next muster of the Sunshine 

Nomads is planned at Crows Nest from the 

17-21 April 2008.  Hope to see you there.

Rae Reid Secretary

Victorian Muster—ACC Southern Nomads

Macedon Caravan Park   October 26th to 28th

The small village of Macedon was the venue of our Spring Muster, the first chance many 

of us have had to catch up after the traditional winter escape to northern climates and our 

clubs first ACC National Muster



We were pleasantly surprised to find a record number of club caravans in our allotted 

area when we arrived on Friday afternoon, many attending their first Victorian Muster. 

Like some other late afternoon arrivals we found we had to manoeuvre around the 

“GUR” (ground under repair)  which proved a bit of challenge for yours truly. I certainly 

attracted Lionel’s attention by almost driving under his awning to get our rig onto our site 

and avoid the large hole and numerous star pickets.
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Friday afternoon’s happy hour was spent 

in foggy conditions under cover in our own 

BBQ area huddled around the open fire 

kindly provided by the park management.

Saturday saw the return of our fine and 

sunny Victorian weather and many of us 

ventured to the local bakery for some of their 

magnificent pies and pastries while other 

visited the local wineries, towns, gardens and 

the war memorial on top of Mt Macedon.

Following our Chairman’s report at the 

Saturday meeting, the meeting proposed 

the formation of a Victorian Branch, and so 

the ACC Southern Nomads were formed.

I would like to congratulate the members for 

their tremendous enthusiasm, contribution 

and good humour in the birth of the branch and to the elected Branch officers for standing 

for nomination 

The last item on the agenda was the drawing of the door prize. Great thought and effort 

was applied to drawing of the prize to hopefully allow someone other than our esteemed 

Chairman to win the bottle of wine. Well with a record number of members in the draw 

Lionel still managed to win a bottle of fine red, but to his credit as always Lionel shared 

his win and many of us were delighted by his good fortune.

Sunday saw most members return home in windy conditions having met with old friends 

and having made many more new ones. Thanks to everyone especially the ladies for the 

great nibblies at the happy hours and those members who had travelled long distances to 

make this muster the best yet.

Hope to see you all in December at the Daylesford Muster

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year – John & Libby V00022
ooOOoo

Branch secretaries please note that the deadline for contributions from Branches is 

the 2nd Monday of the month prior to publication. Please email your contributions 

in Word (maximum 300 words) with any photos in jpeg format.  Thank you
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South Australian Muster
On the week end of 17th & 18th of November the first muster for the South Australian 

members took place at the Barossa Caravan Park at Nuriootpa.  The attendance was 

smaller that I had hoped for, with only 3 local vans and an interstate visitor, but the 

general feeling was that we all had a good time.  

First to arrive was Rayleen & Allen N0000014 followed by Carol & Barry S000004 on 

Thursday afternoon, so we had a chance to get to know one another before the Friday 

arrivals of Carol & Barry S00002 and Maureen & Theo   S000015.  Friday night was pub 

tea night and after a little misunderstanding, 

Maureen & Theo decided to return to 

their van as they had their 3 year old 

granddaughter,  Lily,  with them and they 

thought she needed bed better than a night 

out.   The rest of us had a meal at the Vine 

Inn at Nuriootpa.

Saturday morning and the mood was like a 

group of long term friends being together, 

despite most of us had not met 24 hours 

ago.  There was a bit of discussion of the benefits of Lily’s 6 month old ball of fluff and 

Barry’s (S00002) electric dog.  Both puppies were well behaved.

Saturday night was BBQ and continual chatter was about how we can improve things 

and get members.  These ideas are being sent to the board. We are all looking forward to 

the next muster.

Sunday was going home time for Maureen & 

Theo, Lily had a birthday party to go, Carol 

& Barry  S00002 had work commitments 

early Monday.  Sunday afternoon the 4 of 

us left went and had a look at 3 wineries 

including the wonderfully restored Chateau 

Tanunda, then up the top of Mengler’s Hill, 

for the view over the Barossa Valley.

Monday morning it was moving time for the rest us, Rayleen & Allen moving on to Hay, 

Carol & I back home to resume the normal grand parents duties.

Quantity we did not have but quality we did. 

Barry Gardiner S00004 
ooOOoo



Special Places
JARRANGBARNMI (KOOLPIN GORGE), KAKADU  -  August, 2002

Grant mentioned that he was looking for material for the Nomad from members, 

particularly stories of their travels.  It occurred to me that many of us would know of 

special places, perhaps a bit off the beaten track, and maybe not so well known.  Koolpin 

Gorge in Kakadu is one such place.  Home to nearly 100 different species of birds, the 

gorge also is the habitat for some rare and endemic species of animals.  Unfortunately it 

is only accessible by 4WD, and a permit is needed, but it is free, as is the camping.  Only 

40 people are allowed in the gorge at any one time.

To give some idea of how fortunate we were to go to Koolpin, at the time we were there 

they told us they got around 7,000 people a week in Kakadu and of that 7,000 perhaps 

100 or so got to go to Koolpin.  We were lucky enough to get a permit with only a couple 

of day’s notice – we had heard that you could need to apply up to ten days in advance.  

The road in is narrow, so entry is only permitted after 4:00pm, and on the day you leave, 

you must be out by four.

We paid our deposit and picked up our key from the southern ranger station, and on the 

way in stopped for lunch at the Gunlom Falls picnic area.  It would have been nice to 

have more time there to do the walks.  There was only a trickle of water –I n the wet an 

enormous amount of water comes over.

The 8km drive from the gate into the gorge took about half an hour.  While the 

campground didn’t seem extensive, it was big enough that with only 40 people there, we 

were well spread out.  We had a nice shady spot, and put our solar panel out in the sun, 

to keep the second battery in the car charged up for the fridge.  After setting up camp we 

walked down to the creek, past the crocodile warning signs, and had a short swim in the 

swimming hole!

The creek runs through the gorge in a series of rockpools.  The walk up the gorge, which 

we did on our one full day, is not for the faint-hearted.  After slogging through the heavy 

sand, just past the swimming hole there are rocks - large and awkward.  I thought I would 

never get over that lot, but after scouting around we eventually found a way that seemed 

passable, and spent the next little while scrambling over rocks.

A little further on, we had to take to the water, which was only knee deep – well, knee 

deep for Ron, but it came up a bit further on me.  Then we had to find a rock to sit on to 

dry our feet and put our shoes back on, without getting sand in the shoes.

At this point we were past the worst of it - there was just more deep sand to slog through, 

a rock-hop over the creek - we crossed the creek where there was a “field” of boulders, 

a collection of stepping stones that gave easy access to the other side of the creek - 
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and then we reached the first of the pretty 

rockholes.  Along the creek are a lot of 

white, sandy beaches, interspersed with 

stretches of large boulders.  We passed by 

a number of pools, and then had another 

of these patches of boulders to scramble 

through before reaching a pool where 

several families were swimming.

Above this was yet another pool, the one 

that is known as the “Bathtub”, with a 
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waterfall on the other side.  We decided to attempt to reach this pool, but after going half 

way, I felt extremely nervous about the rest of the track, which was steep and narrow 

and had a long rocky drop below it.  So Ron went up on his own.  Part of the route to 

the “bathtub” was across an area of very shiny, slippery rock, that looked as though it 

had been gouged by big rocks brought down during the wet.  This was the part I was 

particularly nervous about, and Ron said later it wasn’t easy going across it.

On our way back we stopped off for a swim.  We didn’t stay in long, but at least we had a 

swim, and it was refreshing.  It had taken us a couple of hours to get to the top, but only 

about an hour to get back..

On our last day we partially packed up camp and set out for a walk downstream - lots 

of paperbarks, wattles and eucalypts on this stretch, with pandanus on the sandy banks 

of Koolpin Creek.  There were also lots of tiny wildflowers and we spotted a juvenile 

Nankeen Night Heron.  This stretch of the creek is quite different to the gorge - much 

more open country, and very pretty.  In the gorge we found lots of white sandy beaches.  

Here there was more sand, almost dunes nearer the mouth of the gorge, and wide sandy 
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stretches further down.  We walked for about twenty minutes until we came to the 

crocodile trap.  This trap is designed so that it is not set off by the smaller freshwater 

crocs, only the heavier salties.  I can’t help wondering about small salties - it seems to me 

it would not catch them, and no doubt they could do a lot of damage if one was unlucky 

enough to be attacked by one.

On our way back to camp we stopped off at the swimming hole for a short swim - just 

enough to cool down.  Here we met the young German couple, who were just back from 

their walk up the gorge.  They were rock-climbers, and had got two or three rockpools 

higher up the gorge than Ron had gone.

After lunch we finished packing up, and shortly after three made our way out of the gorge 

and back to the comforts of our caravan, which we had left at Mardugal campground.  

This campground had a resident manager, who had said he would keep an eye on our 

caravan for us.

Koolpin Gorge is just one of the special places we found on our trip.  Where is your 

special place?

Jan Barham
ooOOoo
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Web Site Access

NEW USER NAME AND PASSWORD

are

ON THE BACK OF YOUR MAILING LABEL

The web site will be changed on Friday December 15.

ooOOoo

New Competition — Special Places
Share your special place with your fellow members and receive a B.E.S.T water filter 

as a reward for you efforts if it is published. Yes, that correct, you did not misread this. 

Colin Hopgood has generously donated a water filter to be awarded to the contributor 

of the Special Place article published in each edition of The Nomad. 

Conditions:

All articles will be reviewed by the editors and the one which is most appropriate for 

each issue will be selected. Photos will help. Please submit them in jpg format and your 

article in Word.

All articles submitted will be retained and reviewed each edition of The Nomad. In 

submitting an article or photos for consideration you agree that the club may edit and 

publish the article.

Articles & photos should be submitted to The Editor via our web site or by mail to the 

club postal address.  Good Luck.

At Colin’s suggestion the article and idea submitted by Jan Barham has been most 

appropriately awarded the first prize. Congratulations Jan.

ooOOoo



Committees
Call to Arms

In our last edition, and at our Annual Muster your Board called for help in running the 

club. We advised that in particular we needed help in preparing The Nomad, Marketing 

and organising our Annual Muster.

The Nomad

Unfortunately we have received to offers to help in preparing The Nomad, which is 

important to keep this magazine in production. If you can help please contact any Board 

member to discuss what is involved. We are now moving to commercial printers to the 

task is centred around using a computer to design the layout and then communicate with 

the printers. The final part is placing The Nomad in plastic bags for mailing.

Annual Muster Committee

We are delighted that Gary Duncan has agreed to head a committee to organise our 2008 

Muster. Gary made a huge effort in helping run the 2007 Muster smoothly and has a 

lot of great ideas. He has formed a committee who are hard at work finding a suitable 

location, venue and programme of events.

If you have any suggestions, we are sure Gary would love to hear from you.

Marketing Committee

In order to expand our profile in the RV community we need to look to new ways to get 

our message out there. We are delighted that Barry Konemann has agreed to take on this 

important role.

Independent Camping Committee

The board has also established a committee to investigate independent camping and 

the issues involved. Don Reid has agreed to take on this committee and his first report 

follows this.

ACC Independent Camping Committee initial Report

Many ACC members prefer to camp overnight, or for their entire holiday, away from 

structured caravan parks.  Some are following the long established tradition of bush and 

beach camping.  Others just don’t want to pay for unwanted amenities and luxuries in a 

structured caravan park. 

 

In peak periods, coastal caravan parks can be booked out for months in advance and 

in some cases, caravanners find that their vans are too large for the available sites.  

Caravanners in these situations need to be able to access alternative camps.
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Many caravanners are able to stretch their travelling budgets by spending at least some 
nights in free roadside camps, rest areas, bush camps, rodeo grounds, show grounds or 
Shire Council recreation grounds.  Some of these options are no-cost whilst others may 
have a significantly lesser charge than a commercial caravan park (budget options).

Some low income caravanners would not be able to travel at all, or would have their 
travelling curtailed, if these free or budget options were not available.  Surely limited-
income caravanners have the right to travel Australia using low-cost camping options.

Budget camping options are also becoming increasingly popular as more caravans become 
self-contained.  Forward thinking Shire Councils and other Authorities recognise this 
trend and a growing number are providing dump points for self-contained RV travellers 
to properly dispose of their waste water and rubbish and to refill their water tanks.

Some Shire Councils recognise the potential income budget caravanners bring to their 
areas and now provide free or low-cost camping areas within their towns to encourage 
caravanners to stop and spend money in the town.  Examples are Home Hill, Tiaro, 
Barcaldine and Mitchell in Queensland.  Latrobe and Deloraine in Tasmania.

The Campervan & Motorhome Club of Australia – a very successful national organisation 
representing motorhome owners, - has driven many of these initiatives.

For the benefit of ACC members we need also to support and encourage Councils to set 
up budget camps and continue to allow the use of existing facilities.

Our club, the Australian Caravan Club, recognises and supports independent camping as 
a valid alternative for responsible caravanners who prefer this option.

There can sometimes be other interested parties asking councils to close down established 
budget camps or to reject new sites.  This opposition may come from affected residents 
or local caravan parks.

In many cases Shire Councils and other Authorities have not been presented with a 
valid opposite view.  Until now there has not been any national caravan club able to 
gather the factual data and present an argument that supports the retention of free and 
budget camping options and the provision of basic overnighting areas within towns, for 
caravanners.

ACC needs to be in a position to credibly represent caravanners to all Authorities and 
to keep members informed about any actions that might threaten their right to camp 
independently.

Sadly, in many cases the opposition to alternative camping is valid as a result of anti-
social actions by some caravanners.  ACC can inform and educate caravanners about 

their obligations and promote responsible camping.
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Perhaps in time to come ACC can also promote ‘Caravan Friendly’ towns where provision 

is made not only for budget campers but other facilities such as adequate parking close to 

town centres for all caravanners, are provided.

To help achieve these objectives The Board of ACC have established an ‘Independent 

Camping Committee’ and asked me to Chair this committee.

If you are an Independent or Budget Camper we need your support.  We need Independent 

Camping Committee members in every state to provide feed back and local information 

and take part in discussions that might affect your area and the wider caravanning 

community.  

If you are prepared to give your time as a committee member or you have information 

relevant to independent camping, drop me an email at dlmereid@bigpond.net.au or 

phone me on 0419 391 037.

Don Reid #N00005

ooOOOo
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Club Web Site

Club Forum

We are pleased to announce that a club forum has been added to our web site.  The 

forum is under the control of our committee headed by webmaster, Rob Tudor and our 

moderator John Balding.

Members who wish to post on the forum must first obtain their access ID and password 

by contacting the committee via the web site.

Tips & Tools

The safety tips page has now been re-named Tips and Tools to provide more flexibility. 

We have also added a travel costs analysis tool to the page, which can be downloaded 

to record your travel costs. It is an Excel spreadsheet that records your costs and has a 

small fuel analysis tool.

Members without internet access can request a CD of the tool from the club secretary. 

Please forward $5 with your request to cover the cost of the mailing box to post it to 

you.

ooOOoo
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Member Benefits
A listing of member benefits is available in the Members’ area of our web site. If you do 

not have access to the internet and would like a printed listing of benefits, please contact 

the secretary and a copy will be posted to you.

Oz Parks

Oz Parks have now advised that their systems are now in place and our members are 

able to receive a 10% discount merely by presenting their ACC membership card when 

booking in. They asked that we emphasise that this offer cannot be combined with any 

other and that the maximum discount on any stay is $25.

ooOOoo
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Van-Lectrics
We have been asked several times for the pin assignments on trailer plugs. So here they 

are -

6Pin—Round

1. Tail, clearance lights Brown

2. Left turn signal Yellow

3. Right turn signal Green

4. Stop light Red

5. Electric brakes Blue

6. Earth White

7 Pin—Round

1. Left turn signal Yellow

2. Reverse light Black

3. Earth White

4. Right turn signal Green

5. Electric brakes Blue

6. Stop light Red

7. Tail, clearance lights Brown

7 Pin—Flat

1. Left turn signal Yellow

2. Reverse light Black

3. Earth White

4. Right turn signal Green

5. Electric lights Blue

6. Stop light Red

7. Tail, clearance lights Brown

12 Pin Flat

As for the 7 Pin—Flat plus-

8. Battery Supply Orange

9. Auxiliary Pink

10. Earth White

11. Rear Fog light Grey

12. Auxiliary Violet

ooOOoo
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Recipes for the Road
FETTA CHEESE & SPINACH TRIANGLES

INGREDIENTS

Fetta Cheese – about 300g

Ricotta Cheese – about 250g

Spinach x 1 big bunch (or 2 frozen packs)

1 x egg

Garlic – 2 cloves chopped

Parsley – chopped 2 tabs

Salt and Pepper

1 Pkt Filo Pastry (the packet from the deli section is easier to manage than frozen one)

Melted  butter or oil to brush between layers of pastry (I sometimes cheat and use the 

spray oil)

Sesame seeds (optional)

METHOD

Cook the spinach and drain and place in a large bowl

Mix the Fetta (crumbled), Ricotta, garlic, parsley and egg together in a small bowl

Season with salt and pepper

Add to spinach and cheese mixtures and mix together

Brush layer of Filo pastry and fold over itself in thirds (3 layers of pastry)

Spoon 1 heaped tabs onto end of pastry. Fold over in triangle and again over itself 

to end of pastry. Brush top of  triangle with oil and sprinkle sesame seeds on top 

(optional)

Bake for 20-30 minutes in oven at 180˚C

NOTE

You can vary the six  of the triangles by layering 3 sheets of filo and cutting them in 

quarter lengths or any other variation.

You can omit the Ricotta if you want to and vary the cheese amounts to your preferred 

taste. The same with the garlic, however don’t overdo the garlic . . . Increase parsley if 

you increase the garlic.

ooOOoo
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New Director
As Lionel advised in his column, we were very disappointed that Jonathan Livingstone 

was unable to take up his appointment at the AGM.

We are now pleased to advise our members that John Stainer has agreed to take a seat on 

the board. John has extensive corporate knowledge and board room experience and will 

be a great asset to the board and the club. 

Next year Grant and Julie will be retiring from the board to begin their travelling over 

the great brown land. John’s presence will ensure continuity when they leave and when 

combined with the new board members we hope will join next year ensure the future of 

the club lies in safe hands.

ooOOoo
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Coming Events
February, 2008

15th to 18th—Combined Event

ACC Happy Holiday Coasters & ACC Sunshine Nomads

Contact either secretary regarding this event.

Glen Rest Caravan Park, Glen Innes.

March, 2008

14th to 17th  - ACC Happy Holiday coasters

Gloucester Holiday Park, Gloucester

April 2008

17th—21st ACC Sunshine Nomads

Crows Nest 

Please contact the Branch secretary for bookings to Branch events.

Details of Branch contacts are available on page 40.

ooOOoo
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Lucky Member Number

Congratulations to member V00013, David & Sylvia English, who found their number 

in the last edition.

A new member’s number is included somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours you have 

until February 28, 2007 to contact the secretary and claim your prize. The prize is a 

Bunnings $20 gift voucher. Good hunting!

ooOOoo

Club Logo

Many of you may have noticed a subtle change to our logo we are using. The board has 

decided that we shall start using our logo with the club name included, rather than just 

the image by itself. This logo is already on our caravans, our shirts and banners. So it is 

logical that we use a common format.

Our registered trademark is still the Map and Caravan combination, so use of  either is 

correct.

ooOOoo
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Letters to The Editor
The Editor

The Nomad

Australian Caravan Club

Dear Sir/Madam

I am making contact to enquire if the Club has a service for returning a traveller’s 

caravan home in case of an emergency.

I am able to provide such a service and I am hoping that there is a way to advertise this 

in your magazine.

Yours faithfully

Stephen Hall

Ph 46814275

Editors note: Stephen is not a member—but we publish this letter, as this may be a 

useful service for our members.

Wrong?

We received a letter from Member Richard Searcy

 questioning  a statement in Gary Duncan’s article in the last Nomad.

It appears that Gary omitted to say that his remarks about giving way didn’t apply when 

crossing broken lines. In that case the vehicle crossing the broken line has to give way 

regardless of position relative to a vehicle already in the lane. This includes merging 

into freeways and whenever a lane ends with a broken line. This applies in all States.

 

Queensland Transport recommends that drivers who merge onto a freeway build up 

speed to match that of the traffic already on the freeway. In most cases this enables a 

driver to find a safe gap in the traffic and then change lanes into it. It is also common 

practice, and recommended by Queensland Transport, that drivers already on the 

freeway exercise courtesy and allow space for drivers trying to enter the freeway, either 

by adjusting their speed or changing lanes.

ooOOoo



40

Branch Contacts
ACC Happy Holiday Coasters

President – Don Lewis

Secretary—Gary Stratton

Mail:  P O Box 476 Port Macquarie NSW 2444

Email  mail@garystratton.com

Phone  02 6562 7093

ACC Southern Nomads

President—Bruce Watt

Secretary— Ray Barton

Mail:  11 Menzies Close LARA VIC 3212 

Email:   bartonrk@bigpond.com

Phone:  0428 821 979 

ACC Sunshine Nomads

President—Ray Ward

Secretary—Rae Reid

Mail:   21 Lehmann Court Buderim QLD 4556

Email:   david.reid4@bigpond.com

Phone:   07 5445 6020

ooOOoo

To One and All

we wish you

Merry Christmas
and

A Wonderful 2008

Full of new experiences and

Happy Caravanning






