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From the Editor 
 

G’day All, welcome to the Sum-
mer edition of the Nomad. A big 
“thank you” to all that have ex-
pressed their support for the new 
format, it really was appreciated! 
Thanks also to those of you that 
wrote in with suggestions for 
items to be included in future edi-
tions—they are currently being 
evaluated and the first of them 
will appear in the next issue. 
 
Gee, it’s been a busy few months, 
we no sooner got home from our 
7 month lap and it was time to 
pack up again and head to 
Mildura for the AGM and Na-
tional Muster. It was great to 
meet so many of you there and 
really nice to at last be able to put 
faces to the names! 
 
Some breaking news for you—
there is again a vacancy on the 
ACC Board of Directors. This 
came about with the resignation 
of John Stainer. (John has taken 
on the Assistant Secretary role, so 
will still have his finger “on the 
pulse”). So if you feel that you 
would like to play a more active 
role in determining the future di-
rection of the ACC, here’s your 
chance! Send your Expression of 
Interest to the Secretary (he’s a 
mate of mine) and you will be 
given the “good oil” on what is 
involved in the role—so let’s hear 
from you! 

Cheers, Lazo 
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From The Chair 
 

Club Web 
 Site 

 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Better still, why not sign up as a 
forum member and in so doing 
have yourself assigned  a perma-
nent User ID and Password? (No 
more scrounging through the bin 
looking for the Nomad mail label 
that you just threw out!) 
 

A short email to the club Web-
master is all that’s required. Full 
details are on the club’s web 
page at: 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 

them in .jpg format, 300 dpi is the 
ideal resolution, and don’t forget 
to include some captions so that 
we know what they are all about. 
 

Submit your written article in 
whatever form suits you, 300 to 
500 words is ideal, however 
longer submissions will also be 
considered. 
 

All articles submitted will be re-
tained and reviewed for each edi-
tion of the Nomad. In submitting 
an article or photos for considera-
tion you agree that the club may 
edit and publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be 
submitted to the Editor via email:   
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au, 
or by mail to the club postal ad-
dress. 
 

ooOOoo 

I arrived home after a trip lasting 
six months during which I was 
fortunate to be able to meet many 
of you personally at Branch mus-
ters, the caravan shows, a tag-
along and at the Mildura National 
Muster. What a great time that 
was and the days passed so 
quickly. Sorry if I didn’t have 
time to sit and chat but it was a 
busy time for us all. 
 
Thank you for re-electing Rob and 
me unopposed – it shows one of 
two things. We must be doing 

something right or no-one else 
would be silly enough to take on 
the tasks. With a membership 
fast approaching 1,000 we must 
have a lot of talent in our ranks 
but getting to know who has ex-
perience in valuable fields is not 
easy and we will soon be trying 
to find out more about our talent 
pool by means of a question-
naire. 
 
There were rumours floating 
around that I would be resigning 
and going overseas next year but 
the truth is that yes, I’m going 
overseas for four months, but I 
won’t be resigning to do so. The 
Internet is a wonderful tool and 
I’ll be able to keep up with 
Board meetings and duties while 
travelling – Rob, Lazo and I did 
a lot of travelling here and 
abroad last year but remained in 
contact almost daily. 
 
I’ve joined ‘The Caravan Club’ 
as an Overseas Member and 
hope to take advantage of their 
extensive resources for route 
planning, etc. I’m hoping to meet 
with their officers and staff while 
in the UK and bring back some 

ideas for us. They have more than 
500,000 members so must have 
been doing a pretty good job dur-
ing the past more than 100 years. 
 
It’s good to have Craig Hum-
phrey on the Board – he’s a wel-
come younger addition who will 
probably stir us old codgers. 
(Joke). 
 
We are having a full weekend 
planning and strategy meeting in 
February and welcome any ideas 
or suggestions you may have to 
improve our club. I believe we 
are on the edge of a rapid expan-
sion if we can keep up the mo-
mentum we have generated dur-
ing the past three years and we 
need everyone’s help to keep it 
going. 
 
It’s nearly Christmas – shock – 
horror – so I’ll wish you all a 
healthy, peaceful and joyful time 
and hope that 2010 brings lots of 
great travelling for you and yours 
in this wonderful country of ours. 
 
Best wishes, 
Lionel 

Special Places  
Competition 

 

Share your special place with your 
fellow members and receive a 
B.E.S.T. water filter as a reward 
for your efforts if it is published. 
Yes, that’s correct, it is not a 
typo—Colin Hopgood has gener-
ously donated a water filter to be 
awarded to the contributor  of the 
Special Place article published in 
each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—All articles will be 
reviewed by the editors and the 
one which is most appropriate for 
each issue will be selected. If you 
are including items that have been 
taken from someone else’s work 
please ensure that you have their 
permission to do so. 
 
Photos will help—please submit 
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Travellers - 
Our Members & Their Rigs, Get Out and About. 

Victorian members, Case & Louise Vander Kruk took their vintage Olympic van home, from the National 
Muster at Mildura, via the Victorian Alps and snowfields. Nice work if you can get it! 

Queensland member, Bernie McGurgan’s pride and joy at Standown Park (Qld). For the rev-heads, the tug is 
powered by a Chevy V8 diesel, with auto gas and auto gearbox. The tent is for visitors—thinks of everything 

does Bernie! 

Your “pride & joy” could be featured here—just send the Editor a suitably captioned photo! 
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Nullarboring? - Not Likely! 
Words & Pictures—Alan Lazarus 

Roadhouses such as this one at Balladonia are spaced at easy intervals 
providing fuel, food and rest for the weary traveler. 

Many of us, during our travels, 
will inevitably have to drive the 
stretch of the Eyre Highway that 
runs between Norseman in West-
ern Australia and Ceduna in South 
Australia.  
 
Known to one and all as “The 
Nullabor” this 1200 kms of well-
maintained, sealed, highway has 
gained a reputation as a boring, 
monotonous, link in our national 
highway network—an unavoid-
able obstruction  to be negotiated 
during our visits to the attractions 
of the Eastern and Western ex-
tremities of this great country. 
 
Contrary to popular opinion, I 
found the Nullabor to be a fasci-
nating place, with much to offer to 
those that choose to slow down 
and look around. 
 
If you want to know about a place 
you must talk to the people that 
live there, and there is no better 
place out here to meet the locals 
than the roadhouses. These are 
spaced at easily traveled intervals, 
and while they provide the neces-
sary facilities for refueling, food 
and rest (the majority of them 
have an attached camping area) 
they also serve as the social hubs 
for the surrounding area.  
 
Ask a local and you will soon be 
advised of the local history, places 
to visit, and things to do. Some of 
the roadhouses themselves are an 
attraction in their own right. For 
example the Balladonia Road-
house has various bits and pieces 
on display of the Skylab space 
station, which crashed in the area 
in 1979. and also has a great little 
museum. 

Talk to the right people and you 
could be able to visit the old Bal-
ladonia Homestead, or the old 
Telegraph Station. Natural at-
tractions in the area include the 
AfghanRocks and Balladonia 
Rocks. 
 
Further down the road at the 
Nullabor Roadhouse it is usual to 
see a locally owned light aircraft 
parked out the front among the  

roadtrains,  tourist coaches and 
general traffic. Ask a local and 
you’ll find out why! 
 
Travelling between Balladonia 
and Caiguna is the ‘90 Mile 
Straight (or should it be the 
“146.6 km straight”?) the longest 
straight stretch of road in Austra-
lia. Just outside Caiguna is one 
of the famous Nullarbor blow-
holes—fairly unique—it’s just 
off the highway, but the signpost 
is easy to miss. 

While in the Caiguna area, a 
worthwhile diversion is to visit 
the Baxter Cliffs to the south. 
Really spectacular but check the 
road conditions at the roadhouse 
before you set off. 
 
From Caiguna, an easy 65 kms 
will bring you to Cocklebiddy. 
An initial look takes in the road-
house, motel and caravan park, 
but don’t be put off—there’s a lot 

more to see around here—a great 
little picnic spot at nearby Chapel 
Rock, the Eyre Bird Observatory 
south towards Twilight Cove 
which  is housed in the old tele-
graph station, and more of the 
Baxter Cliffs. As usual, check the 
road conditions with a local be-
fore heading off. 
 
Incidentally, the majority of road-
houses on the Nullarbor have ac-
cess roads/tracks which lead 
north to the Trans Australian   
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Start of the “90 mile” - beware of 
white line fever! 

Southern Right whales—mother nature at her awesome best at the 
Head of Bight. 

Nullabor Roadhouse—where aircraft have equal parking rights with 
roadtrains and tourist coaches! 

Railway Line—well worth a visit 
providing your rig is up to it. 
Check locally for conditions and 
permit requirements, and allow a 
couple of days. 
 
At Madura there is some wonder-
ful scenery at the top of the 
Madura Pass when the highway 
descends from the Hampton Ta-
blelands to the Roe Plains. Then 
it’s on to Mundrabilla, close to 
where the biggest meteorite in 
Australia was discovered a few 
years ago. 
 
A leisurely 40 minute drive brings 
the traveller to Eucla, which is 
developing into a large tourist / 
service complex, with roadhouse, 
motel, caravan park, cabins and a 
museum,  

Certainly one should inspect the 
well-known ruins of the old tele-
graph station before they are fi-
nally claimed by the sand dunes.  
 
Spend a little reflective time too 
at the Travellers Cross and other 
memorials on top of the hill. 
 
Passing through the quarantine 
check point at Border Village, 
the highway now closely follows 
the coastline. The many lookouts 
provide access to the magnificent 
Bunda Cliffs—truly awe-
inspiring and a photographers 
paradise. 
 
Experienced cavers are also ca-
tered to with the nearby Koon-
alda and Murrawijinia Caves. 

Nullarbor Roadhouse boasts a 
hotel, motel, caravan park and 
airstrip—although the plane is 
usually parked out front, keeping 
company with highway vehicles! 

This is also the gateway to the 
Head of Bight, where words are 
simply insufficient to describe the 
display put on by the migrating 
groups of Southern Right Whales. 
In the season (July to October) it 
is not unusual for up to forty of 
these magnificent creatures to be 
sheltering in the bay. 
 
Whilst most plan on spending an 
hour or two in this rugged, but 
beautiful, spot, our experience 
suggests that a full day, with a 
picnic on the cliff top would be 
the better way to go—such is the 
mesmerizing effect of these gi-
ants of the deep. 
 
Nearing the end of Nullarbor now 

the roadhouse at Yalata is closed 
for renovations, pity—it looks 
like an interesting place, and on 
to Nundroo with its great wilder-
ness fishing. Be advised though 
that a 4WD is required for access-
ing the best fishing spots. 
 
Penong is the end of the wilder-
ness, a small town offering all the 
usual services before arriving in 
the ‘big smoke’ of Ceduna and 
the end of the Nullarbor. Nice 
town, good caravan parks, 
friendly locals, and the oysters 
are to die for! 
 
Nullarboring? No way! 
 

ooOOoo 
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We had never been to an ACC 
Muster before , so when Elizabeth 
suggested a trip to the Gippsland 
area in about October and the No-
mad arrived that same day advis-
ing of the National Muster at 
Mildura in October, the decision 
was made. 
 
We arrived two days early to 
avoid any possible booking in 
congestion and were made wel-
come by our neighbours Graham 
and Merlene.  The weather was 
cold and windy with some rain but 
that couldn't dampen the excite-
ment for me, and when the huge 
marquee was erected I knew we 
were about to experience some-
thing special.  
 
We had the programmed semi-
nars, tours, Bocce tournament etc 
and it was all very nice but the 

people we met at happy hours,  
the BBQ , the Muster Dinner or 
just walking around the park, 
made it very enjoyable.   

Two of our Members entertained 
us at night with music in the 
marquee, while Judy Tudor led 
the crowd in a sort of cheer 
leader role and Rob sang and did 
magic tricks from time to time. 

There was also great music to ac-
company the Muster Dinner and 
many of us oldies even found the 
energy to dance.   There was also 
a trivia night which went over 
very well.  The whole Muster was 
all great fun and I would not have 
missed it for the world. 
 
 A ladies reversing practice on the 
final morning proved to be very 
helpful with the ladies directing 
the driver on to a site marked 
with witches hats, and I was 
pleased that such an important 
part of caravanning was included 
in an ACC Muster, thanks to 
Carol and Geoff Halson.  
 
I'm already looking forward to 
our next National Muster in 
Maryborough on Queensland's 
beautiful Fraser Coast.  
 

ooOOoo 

A National Muster Experience 
Graham Weston (Q00168) 

Rob Tudor shows his mastery of 
the foam banjo! 
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First Time Independent Camping 
Words & Pictures by Geoff McLean 

You leave home with the caravan 
on the back of the car.   There has 
been much planning and for some 
of you a lifetime of dreaming to 
get to this point.    For some there 
are kids in the back just craving to 
ask for the first time ‘Are we there 
yet’, for others the faithful puppy 
dog looks up at you with loving 
eyes full of trust.   Some are head-
ing off alone either for the soli-
tude of the road or the opportuni-
ties it brings to meet new people.    
Maybe like me you are an empty 
nester who has worked for many 
years to earn the freedom to pack 
up and use up some of that long 
service leave, loving wife looking 
at you with doubt in her eyes, 
thinking ‘What are you getting me 
into’.    Whichever you are,  you 
push back your concerns in leav-
ing home base behind for an ex-
tended period and put the foot 
down for adventure, well not too 
far down because we are looking 
after the fuel economy. 
 
We pull up the first night in a 
caravan park.    The place looks 
interesting and there is a queue of 
vans out the front waiting to get 
in.  Never mind you are a member 
of the Chain and will get well 
looked after when you finally get 
to the counter.   Oh well a 10% 
discount at least.   You check in 
and get your security code for the 
toilet block, one for his one for 
hers.   You get a code for the  

boom gate also with some quick 
direction to your site along with 
a map with yellow highlighter 
marking the spot for your home 
for the night.      You pull up to 
the boom gate and just remember 
at the last minute about the extra 
wide towing mirrors.    Little 
scratch on one mirror but no 
harm done.    Reach out of the 
car and punch in your security 
numbers.    Though it takes a 
couple of tries and works only 
after you put on your newly ac-
quired reading glasses.    You 
drive slowly forward and peer up 
at the boom gate, lacking confi-
dence that it will stay in its pre-
cariously raised position.   It 
does and you are in. 
 
Three cross roads and you turn 
right then next turn to the left 
and site 18 is there waiting for 
you.   You are feeling a bit tired 
and grumpy by this point having 
driven 400 kilometres of unfa-
miliar terrain.   But all is good 
until you notice a car parked on 
the site.    Never mind after a 
couple of toots of the horn some-
body comes out from one of the 
many vans, gives you a wave and 
moves the car so you can park on 
your site.   Then you look at the 
width of the road and the rubbish 
bin opposite and the trees  and 
wonder how you are going to put 
your new van into this tiny 
space.   Patience and persistence  

along with an understanding wife,  
who knows you didn’t mean it 
when you abused her for giving 
the wrong directions whilst back-
ing and you are in.    Disconnect 
the car, put down the jacks, plug 
in the power,  after you figure out 
which is your plug and is the 
switch up or down to be on?     
Connect the water hose and your 
new fandangled water filter.   The 
hose jumps off the connection 
first time and sprays you with wa-
ter.   Never mind, nearly time to 
relax.   Switch the fridge over 
from 12 to 240 volt, double check 
the level and you are done.   Time 
for a cool drink and a relax. 
 
You get out your new his and 
hers camping chairs, put out the 
awning and crack your first drink.     
You sit and wait for the adventure 
to begin.   A few people walk 
past, say g’day and nod but you 
feel like you are in your own little 
piece of the world and all the 
other people in theirs.    You start 
a short conversation with the guy 
you tooted to move his car, he is 
camped beside you and needed 
the room for his boat.   He has 
been there for 2 weeks and tells 
you this site has been vacant for 
that time and has been his car-
park.    You feel uncomfortable, 
like you have taken some of his 
land from him.   No you tell your-
self, you are a member of the 
chain and are welcome. 



Oh Yeah! New friends around a camp-fire. Life is good! 

A good nights sleep and you want 
to hit the road early.   You hook 
up the car and disconnect every-
thing, knock on the guy next doors 
van to ask him to move his car 
again cause you cannot turn 
sharply enough to get past it out of 
your site.   Back to the boom gate, 
remember the mirrors, keep an 
eye on the boom in case it is try-
ing to trick you and is really wait-
ing to dent your new shiney van.    
You are off and back on the road 
for another days driving.   Scenery 
is great, I think we are starting to 
get into the outback, look there is 
a kangaroo, and oops, that one 
didn’t make it.    I have heard 
there are big eagles in the outback, 
hope we get to see one, or even a 
wild camel or brumby.   As you 
drive on mesmerised by the ever 
changing landscape you cannot 
know that you will see all of these 
things you hoped for and many 
more that you never even knew 
existed. 
 
It is about morning smoko break 
time and you wouldn’t mind a 
cuppa and biscuit to maintain your 
inner strength for the days drive 
ahead.   You see a little blue sign 
‘Parking 5 klm’     “Should I?”, 
you think.  I was going to stop at 
the roadhouse and buy a coffee 
after topping up the fuel tank.   
Why not, you are in for an adven-
ture and the new van has gas stove 
and gas fridge, there is even a 
12volt battery so you can listen to 
the radio over your home made 
coffee. 
 
You pull into the roadside stop 
and as you do a few other vans 
can be seen.   One of them has a 
campfire going and there is a ring 
of people sitting around.   Park the 
van and make yourself a cuppa.   
Even better the lovely wife makes 
the cuppa while you stretch your 
legs and back from driving.    As 
you walk around and admire the 
outback, munching on your biscuit 
and nice hot coffee you see in the 
distance a small pack of kanga-

endless red plains of the outback.   
You look up at the clear blue sky 
and feel the invigorating sun on 
your face.   It feels like a battery 
charger putting energy back into 
your very being.   A pair of huge 
eagles circle something a little 
way up the road.    How good is 
this you say to yourself, or the 
kids, or your puppy dog, or lov-
ing wife, this is what I dreamed 
of all of those years stuck in traf-
fic to and from work everyday.   
You can’t buy this moment, 
priceless. 

Back in the car and you wave at 
the others who are just starting to 
pack up.  You think how good it 
would be to travel with a group 
of friends and be able to camp 
out like that in such a wonderful 
spot.   Put the foot down (not too 
much) and off to adventure down 
the highway.   You stop in the 
town a hundred or so kilometres 
up the road, fuel up the car, use 
the rest rooms and buy a coffee 
and toasted sandwich.    They 
take forever to deliver the food 
but you figure they are busy and 
what’s the hurry anyway.   As 
the coffee comes you notice one 
of the vans from the parking bay 
getting fuel, I wonder where the 
 others are you ask yourself, 
kids, puppy or wife? 

Back in the car and on the road.   
The amazing scenery continues.   
I know I have said this already 
but can you believe how often the 
landscape changes.   I thought the 
outback was supposed to be a 
sandy desert of nothing.   It has 
plenty of shrubs and trees and 
different grasses, you have seen a 
lot of birds also.   This is not the 
dead centre at all, it is living and 
vibrant and you can just feel the 
energy building up your internal 
life’s battery.    You love being 
out here and think back to the  

caravan park last night.  Wouldn’t 
it be great if I could just stay out 
here for the night.    Nah that 
would not be possible, alright if 
you were with a group like you 
saw this morning I suppose.   
Anyway you would need heaps of 
gear to be able to stop out here.   
You just have the basic caravan.    
Oh well and you continue with 
your enjoyable days drive.   You 
were planning on a big days drive 
today, 600 kilometres you hoped 
so you could make it to the next 
caravan park, remember you are a 
member of the chain and you 
have your little card to prove it.   
But the white line starts mesmer-
ising you and you are feeling 
tired.    At one point you can’t  
 

Cont/... 
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remember driving for the last few 
minutes.   Better be careful you 
have seen the TV adds and that 
tired driving is dangerous.   Better 
take a break, it is about 2 in the 
afternoon and still a couple of 
hundred kilometres to go.   Time 
for a swaggy’s breakfast, well 
swaggy’s afternoon smoko, ‘stop, 
cuppa, widdle and a look around’ 
but where.   Then there is one of 
those little blue signs ‘Parking 
Bay 5 kms’.   That will do me you 
tell yourself and foot down (not 
too much) and your plans are in 
place.    Half hour break and then 
back on the road. 
 
You pull into the rest area and 
there are about half a dozen vans 
in there.    You see a shade area 
and even some toilets, here out in 
the middle of nowhere?  Bon Bon 
Rest Area the sign says.  Though 
nothing special really and not far 
off the highway.    You park the 
van and put the kettle on.   Get 
your cuppa and start having your 
swaggy’s arvo smoko.   Eventu-
ally you get to look around a bit.   
You see the van from this morn-
ing at the parking bay and at the 
road house.   The guy looks up at 
you and gives you a smile and a 
wave.   He gets up and walks to-
wards you meeting you half way.   
Sounds romantic doesn’t it?   He 
shakes your hand and introduces 
himself, Macca he says and then 
points out his wife over there by 
the campfire.   “Bring a chair and 
have a seat” he beckons you to his 
established camp.   He is a bit 
grisly looking but his wife looks 
nice enough,  so you get your ‘his’ 
and ‘hers’ chairs and come over to 
the fire.   You feel a bit uncom-
fortable, a bit like the man who 
came to dinner as the group of 
people sitting around the fire hav-
ing a few drinks have obviously 
been friends for years. 
 
Macca says “ I will let you intro-
duce yourself as I am shocking 
with names”.   You find that 
strange for such long term friends  

A peaceful clearing on a creek bank, no traffic, no crowds, just you and 
the company you choose. (Photo courtesy Alan Lazarus) 

to not remember their names.     
You introduce yourself, kids, 
puppy dog or wife around the 
small  group of eight or so travel-
lers.   They joke that happy hour 
is a bit early today but as they 
were settled in early for the night 
they could see no reason why 
not.   You share stories and itin-
erary information around the 
friendly fire.   You discover 
these people are good friends, 
but you were wrong.    They only 
met each other a few minutes 
before you came over, what a 
great bunch of characters,   You  

think back to last night in the 
caravan park and how you felt a 
bit disconnected with the other 
people, this is different, it must 
be because you are all in a com-
mon space so you all open up 
freely and become good friends. 
 
You look at your watch, and you 
have taken too long, it will be 
getting dark by the time you get 
to the caravan park, all that un-
hooking and connecting and re-
versing in the dark.   What a 
pain, you nearly dread the idea.   
As you stand to say your good-
byes you voice your concerns  

about the travel and the caravan 
park.   Macca suggests you just 
stay and sleep where you are 
parked.   Why not you are already 
there, there is no unhooking or 
connecting or reversing to do.   
What about lights, well the van 
does have a battery for the lights, 
or you have a torch and what 
about the scary bad man in the 
middle of the night, the idea 
seems silly even as you think it.   
Here with this group of friends 
you feel safer than if you were at 
home. Look there has been an-
other six or so vans pull in since  

you got here.  So what do you 
think kids, puppy dog, loving 
wife shall we do it, they look at 
you as if to say the question is too 
late, the decision is made we love 
this place. 
 
A bottle of red wine around the 
campfire and you have learnt 
more about caravanning than you 
have done in the last year.   Look 
up at the stars how magnificent 
are they.   The warmth of the 
campfire on your face and the 
reflection of the flickering flames 
 

Cont/...  
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 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located 
somewhere in this magazine. If 
it’s yours, you have until February  
28th, 2010 to contact the Secre-
tary and claim your prize of a $20 
gift voucher from Bunnings. Good 
hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 

in the eyes of your loved one add 
energy to your life force 
(remember the one worn down by 
endless days stuck in traffic to and 
from work)   how great is this, this 
is what I got into caravanning for.   
After a suitable number of hours 
chatting you retire to the van.   In 
to bed, I wonder how you will 
sleep out here in the middle of no-
where.   The next thing you know 
there is light streaming in the open 
ceiling vent, look at the clock it is 
6 am already.   Kids, puppy dog, 
loving wife have all slept like a 
log also.   Though the van is the 
same as when it was in the cara-
van park, something feels differ-
ent.   What is it do you know?   It 
is the feeling of adventure, you are 
having adventure that’s why you 
feel so good.  Up you get and have 
your swaggy’s breakfast.   How 
crisp and clean it is here. 
 
Time to go and a wave to your 
new friends, you have all of the 
numbers and e-mails and promise 
to keep in touch (I wonder if you 
do)?   Into the car start your en-
gine, pedal down and you are off.   
What happened to all the discon-
necting hooking up, packing up 
and squeezing through boom 
gates?   There was none of that. 
 
As you drive along admiring the 
ever changing scenery you think 
how much better, how much eas-
ier was this independent camping 
stuff.   You never thought you 
would be game.   But you were 
and you love it! 
 

ooOOoo 

better show of faces had the ses-
sion run on an extra day but I 
imagine that this will only take 
place if the trainers are willing 
and the demand is there.   
 
For myself I would have liked to 

have visited a few more tables to 
learn more crafts but with only a 
2 hr. time slot this was impossi-
ble.  Congratulations to the or-
ganisers and please keep up the 
good work for any future musters. 
 

ooOOoo 

Just a note to thank all the ladies 
who took part in the Craft morn-
ing at the Mildura muster.   
 
For myself I can honestly say 
what a delight it was to see how 
much everyone seemed to enjoy  

 
themselves.  I especially want to 
thank the ladies who took the 
time to collect all the necessary 
bits and pieces that go into creat-
ing such a special event.   
 
I did mention at the wrap up 
meeting that I felt we could’ve 
raised more money and had a 

Thanks to Those Crafty Ladies 
(Deirdre Lazarus V00012) 

The popular craft tables with things to do, things to see , and things to 
buy, were an irresistible attraction to many of the ladies. 

Going, Going, 
 

ooOOoo 

Gone! 

Crocodylus Porosus 
Caught this guy, doing his thing, on a recent trip down the Adelaide 
River (N.T.) - We kept the dogs in the car!   (Pictures—Alan Lazarus) 
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Do the Right Thing! 
Although originally addressed to CMCA members, the sentiment expressed applies 

equally to ACC members and serves as a timely reminder of our responsibilities. 

Being a Recreational Vehicle 
(RV) tourist brings with it certain 
responsibilities.  
 
Sadly, there are those travellers 
who do not do the right thing, and 
they subsequently give this indus-
try and all RV tourists a bad 
name. They also make it very dif-
ficult for those who work so hard 
negotiating with local Councils 
for new and better rest areas and 
new dump point installations.  
 
So we thought it timely to address 
some of the issues that confront 
us, and to hopefully get the mes-
sage across to those who do not do 
the right thing when ‘on the road’. 
 

Water 
In many towns across our country, 
water is still a very scarce com-
modity. Please remember that it is 
the local residents that pay for this 
water, and in many towns they are 
still on strict water restrictions. 
Always ask before filling your 
water tanks, and perhaps pay a 
couple of dollars into a local char-
ity box. Do not wash your vehi-
cle. Not only is this wasteful, but 
it is the easiest way to get the lo-
cal community and the local 
Council offside. 
 
Parking and camping 
One of the things that cause most 
problems with Councils is people 
parking in non designated areas 
with no consideration for local 
residents. Please do not park in a 
manner that blocks a local resi-
dent’s view. Do not park in any 
area that is not signposted accord-
ingly, and please always only stay 
for the maximum length of time 
allowed. If you are asked by a 
Council Ranger to move on, 
please do not abuse them. If fees 
apply to an area, please pay them. 
Councils have to maintain these 
areas, and to avoid paying fees is  

only abusing a privilege. When 
we are negotiating with a Coun-
cil for a new Rest Area, we never 
ask that it be free. In fact, we en-
courage Councils to apply a 
nominal charge to cover mainte-
nance costs. 
 
Please do not hang washing out 
around your vehicle whilst 
stopped in a rest area, especially 
in a city environment. This cre-
ates an unsightly image, and only 
damages our reputation in the 
eyes of Councils and the general 
public.   
 
Power 
If you are staying in a caravan 
park on a non-powered site, 
please do not hook up to power 
after dark. (Yes it happens – and 
it happens often!) And if you do 
need to connect to power after 
hours for a legitimate reason, 
then don’t argue when asked to 
pay for it. In fact, you should en-
sure that you do pay for it before 
having to be asked. Remember, 
caravan park owners are business 
people trying to make a living, so 
please don’t try and cheat them. 
 
Another problem that we experi-
ence is people stopping over-
night adjacent to a Council struc-
ture such as a camp kitchen, and 
then connecting their van to the 
power overnight. This is just 
abusing a privilege that the 
Council has provided. 
 

Disposal of waste water 
This one probably causes us 
more grief with Councils than 
any other issue. Unless you are 
given permission to do so by the 
controlling authority, NEVER 
discharge your grey waste onto 
the ground, especially if you are 
parked on bitumen.  
 
Wherever possible all grey and  

black water waste should be dis-
charged into a dump point.  
 
We acknowledge that this is not 
always possible, so in extreme 
cases it will need to be buried in 
the bush. Choose a site at least 
100m away from any campsite 
and any watercourse. Bury waste 
at least 15cm (6 inches) deep, 
mixing the waste with soil to help 
decomposition. In snow, dig 
down into the soil, otherwise the 
waste will be exposed when the 
snow melts. 
 
DO NOT discharge the waste di-
rectly onto the ground surface. 
This is nothing less than environ-
mental vandalism, and can create 
serious health issues. 
 
Please do not flush grey and 
black water holding tanks or their 
hoses with a hose attached to a 
potable water outlet. This can 
cause contamination, not just for 
your water, but for others using 
the outlet after you. 
 
Caravan Parks  
Some parks give members of RV 
clubs a discount off their normal 
park fees. Please always notify 
the staff on your arrival that you 
are a club member. If you intend 
to stay for a longer period, please 
notify them at the time when you 
first book in. These discounts do 
not apply for long term stays, but 
have limitations placed on them. 
There is no point abusing the staff 
at the end of your stay because 
you have been charged more than 
you ‘thought’ you should be.  
 

RV Friendly Towns™ 
When visiting an RV Friendly 
Town™, please remember that 
they have had to meet a very 
strict criteria to be part of the 
scheme. However, not every RV 
Friendly Town™ may have ex-
actly what you are looking for. 
For example, the rest area that 
has been provided for short term  
 

Cont/... 
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Continued from Page 17… 
 
stays may not be within walking 
distance of the main street. It may 
have been established on the only 
land available. It is therefore inap-
propriate to go to the Council 
Chambers and abuse the Council 
staff because the rest area is not 
where you think it should be. (Yes 
– it does happen!) 
 
All of these issues are based on 
complaints that have been re-
ceived from retailers, caravan park 
owners, Councils and diligent RV 
tourists. It is sad that such a small 
number of people abusing the 
privileges allowed to us make it so 
hard for us to gain better facilities 
for all RV tourists.  
 
It is not hard to do the right thing. 
We acknowledge that some peo-
ple may be finding it economi-
cally difficult at the present time, 
but to abuse staff, to abuse Coun-
cil officers, and to try and avoid 
paying your way is not helping 
this industry. We have lost rest 
areas due to waste being dumped 
on the ground. We have lost the 
support of some organisations due 
to the abusive nature of a few. 
 
As this mobile tourist industry 
continues to grow, and it is the 
fastest growing segment of tour-
ism in this country, we will find 
that we will lose rest areas and 
access to some wonderful camp-
grounds, all because a small mi-
nority of people abused the privi-
lege provided to them. 
 
To enjoy this wonderful lifestyle, 
and to ensure that we all continue 
to do so, PLEASE - DO THE 
RIGHT THING.  
 
Reproduced with kind permission 
of the CMCA. 
 

ooOOoo 

Time to renew your 
caravan Insurance? 

Check the policy your club has arranged for our members with MHIA 
 

MHIA provides all its policy holders with 
 

♦ Policies with competitive premiums 
♦ Policy Benefits which compare favourably 
♦ The best client service possible 

 

Provide your membership number and obtain the additional benefits 
 

♦ Club membership premium 
♦ Special benefits to club members 

 

For details contact MHIA to obtain the full benefits and a product disclosure 
statement. 

 

Phone freecall : 1800 676 700            Postal: PO Box 3597 
Or Email to : info@mhia.com.au   TUGGERAH, NSW 2259 
 

      When contacting MHIA please have the following information ready- 
      Van Make, Model, Year of manufacture, and your Membership Number. 
 

The Australian Caravan Club Limited will receive a referral fee of $20.00 from MHIA 
for any policy taken out under this insurance scheme. MHIA and ACC have agreed on 
         a minimum number of policies that need to be sold before this fee is paid. 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND A JOYOUS AND 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR, FROM US AT THE NOMAD! 
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Off The Beaten Track 

Giles Weather Station 
Words & Pictures by Jan Barham 

Another balloon wends its way 
skyward. 

Warakurna Roadhouse and the 
Giles Weather Station are in 
Western Australia, about ninety 
kilometres from the Northern Ter-
ritory Border.  Permits are needed 
from the Central Land Council 
and Ngaanyatjarra Council and 
these can be obtained from the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust of WA in 
Alice Springs.  One permit covers 
the Docker River area and the 
other the Great Central Road in 
WA. 
 
The Docker River permit enables 
you to travel through the Uluru 
National Park without charge, 
though you will be told you are 
not allowed to make any stops on 
the way through.  You will need 
to show your permit at the gate. 
When we received our permits, 
the explanatory notes with them 
said that the Docker River section 
of the road could be very rough, 
and at times dangerous.  It must 
have been recently graded, as we 
found it to be pretty smooth. 
 
We saw a lot of wildflowers along 
the road, including two or three 
varieties of Grevillea.  Most of the 
day we travelled through Desert 
Oak country.  These trees are not 
really beautiful, but do have a 
character all their own.  Much less 
beautiful were the many wrecks of 

cars along the way, including an 
old caravan. 
 
Our lunch stop was at Lasseter’s 
cave.  This guy, Lasseter, got 
stranded there when his camels 
bolted.  He survived for 25 days, 
and then with the aid of an Abo-
riginal family tried to walk out to 
Mt. Olga, 140km away.  He 
made 55km, but died at that 
point, from starvation. 
 
Camping at Warakurna Road-
house is $12 per person for a 
powered site and $10 per person 
for an unpowered site (half price 
for children). 
 
On this trip we were actually 
heading down the Great Central 
Road, but planned a stopover at 
Warakurna to visit the Giles Me-
teorological Station, which was 
pretty much just across the road.  
So once we were packed up next 
morning we made our way 
across to the Station.  We were a 
few minutes early, and there did-
n’t seem to be anyone around, so 
while we were waiting we took 
time to look at the Caterpillar 
grader used by Len Beadell when 
making his roads. 
“This grader was first used in 
the Emu Plains and Maralinga 
areas from 1953 to 1955.   

It was then assigned to the Gun-
barrel Road Construction Party, 
led by surveyor Len Beadell from 
the Department of Defence, com-
mencing work in the area in 
1955.   
 
This grader was used to construct 
6,000 kilometres of road through 
the Great Victoria, Gibson and 
Great Sandy deserts, starting 
with the road to Giles.  As each 
section of the road was graded 
five times, the total distance 
worked was in excess of 30,000 
kilometres.   
 
The Gunbarrel Highway was the 
first east-west link across Central 
Australia.  The grader ceased its 
working life, at Giles, on 22 No-
vember 1963; and has been pre-
served there since that time.   
 
Len Beadell was also known as 
an artist and author, and has pro-
vided Giles with interesting mu-
rals on the walls of the mess-
building - a common talking point 



for many visitors to the sta-
tion.”      (From Australian Gov-
ernment BOM website). 
 
Just on half past eight a gentleman 
came walking across.  He invited 
us to follow him to the weather 
centre, where we were in time to 
watch the weather balloon being 
released. They use a hydrogen 
balloon here, and manufacture the 
hydrogen on the spot.  The bal-
loons have to be exact in size and 
weight of the hydrogen.   
 

There are four such weather sta-
tions in the world, and the weather 
balloons are released at the same 
time at all the stations.  The size 
and weight of the balloon here is 
exactly the same as at the other 
stations.  A silver radar reflector is 
attached to the balloon so that 
they can follow it on their radar, 
and hanging well below that is the 
radiosonde.   
 

Though the balloon is not very 
large, we could follow its flight 
for well over a kilometre up.  The 
balloon ascends for about an hour 
and a half, the thinning atmos-
phere making it expand until it 
finally bursts. 

“Giles Weather Station is a mod-
ern fully equipped station which 
carries out a full range of mete-
orological observations, including 
upper atmosphere observations 
using balloon flights and radar 
tracking.  It is the only staffed 
weather station in an area of 

about 2.5 million square kilome-
tres.   
 
Its location near the core of the 
subtropical jetstream makes the 
station vital for forecasting over 
most of eastern and southeastern 
Australia, particularly for rain.  
In summer it provides data on 
convective situations for the as-
sessment of severe storms etc.   
 
Its central continental location 

makes it a key station for climate 
measurement and forecasting 
purposes over much of Australia, 
and also for the "local" weather, 
be it for places such as Uluru 
and Alice Springs, or for aircraft 
operations to aboriginal commu-
nities.  Giles provides useful me-
teorological data in a remote 
region to the west and northwest 
of most major population centres 
of Australia. “ (From the same 
website). 
 
Next we were taken to the enclo-
sure where all the readings are 
taken.  Once again this is laid out 
the same way as the other three 
world weather stations, and read-
ings are taken at the same time. 
 
The time is based on Greenwich 
Mean Time, and in Australia is at 
nine o’clock.  The weather bal-
loon is released at 8:45.  We 
were shown how they judge the 

moisture evaporation, read the 
humidity and temperature, and 
how the minimum temperature 
thermometer works.  Four ther-
mometers are buried in the 
ground at various depths to give 
the ground reading temperatures. 
 
They had two rain gauges, one 
the ordinary type, and the other 
was the tipping bucket type.  This 
second one is connected to the 
computers.  The “bucket” tips 

every 20mm of rain, but when 
they had some rain a few days 
previously, the first for quite a 
long time, something went wrong 
with the connection to the com-
puter, and it didn’t record it. 
 
Next he took us into the building 
and we saw the radar readout on 
the computer.  The balloon was 
already 130km east of us, but I’ve 
forgotten how high it was.  They 
were able to tell us that we would 
have easterly winds for most of 
the day, changing to south-
easterly in the afternoon.  The 
fact that we would have a tail 
wind was very encouraging. 
 
The building also houses a mini 
museum with various exhibits 
related to the history of weather 
observations.  Included in the mu-
seum are several of Len Beadell’s 
weather cartoons, which he drew 
on the walls of the station. 
 

ooOOoo 

Data received from the  
radiosonde is displayed on the 

station equipment. 

Len Beadell obviously considered the station to be multi-functional! 
(Printed by kind permission of Mrs Anne Beadell) 

20 



21 



Club Shop 

 

  

 

Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 
“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson 

Lakes Vic 3197” 
The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
Stock No : S-Key, Item Description: Club Keytag, Price: $7.50ea + $1.30 post. 
  

  

 

  
Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Sizes S to XXXXXL. May be embroidered with member name in green or gold. 
Stock No: S Polo. Desc: Polo Shirt 
Price $36 ea plus Post (Postage 1 = $7, 2 to 4 = $11) Embroidery add $6 for up to 9 let-
ters. 
  

  

 

  
Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 
Stock No: S Club Cap. Desc: Club Cap 
Price $12 ea plus Post (Postage 1 to 4 = $6, 5 to 8 = $10) 
  

  

 

  
Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
Stock No: S Club Flag. Desc: Club Flag 
Price $15 ea plus Post (Postage 1 = $7,  2 = $9) 
  

  

 

  
ACC Club Sticker, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
Stock No: S Van Sticker. Desc: Club Van Sticker. 
Price $3 ea plus Post (Postage 1 to 6 = $1.30, 7 to 15 = $2.10) 
Note: If purchased with another item postage charges do not apply for this item. 
  

  

 

  
ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours 
of green & gold. 
Stock No: Stubby. Desc: Club Stubby Holder 
Price $5 ea plus Post (Postage 1 to 10 = $6, 11 to 18 = $10) 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for this item is free. 
  

  

 

  
ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and 
web address in green & gold. 
Price $50 ea plus Postage of $10. 
We must order these in lots of 50, so when orders held amount to 50, purchasers will be 
advised that payment is required. 
  

 

  
Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook. A MUST for all travel-
lers. 
Stock No: Aucal. Desc: Australia Calling 
Price $19 plus Post (Postage $2 ea) 

  
  
  

 

Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 
“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson 

Lakes Vic 3197” 
The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
Stock No : S-Key, Item Description: Club Keytag, Price: $7.50ea + $1.30 post. 
  

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the Nomad mail slip. 
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DREAM-POT® TIME ….. 
 

 With Barry and Merran Green       The absolute necessity for on the road. 
 

Barry and Merran, with the love of cooking and being fellow travellers, commenced developing the Dream-
Pot in early 1996.  It is just perfect for small spaces such as the camp kitchen, caravan and motorhome where 
there is no oven.  The Dream-Pot is so compact with a stack of two inner pots.  All that is needed is a cook-
top to start the cooking process.  
The superb features of the Dream-Pot allow the cooking of delicious meals or the ability to keep food and 
drinks icy cold.  It has been described as six appliances in one.  So use the Dream-Pot to cook one or two 
delicious meals together, bake your bread, scones or cakes.  Just perfect to carry the cold dessert or drinks to 
happy hour.  Extra uses as a rice cooker, yoghurt maker and barbeque bain-marie makes the Dream-Pot so 
impressive.  All in just one unit. 
Travellers will appreciate the superior results that are produced, but even better still, the meals actually cook 
while you travel in the portable Dream-Pot.  After the day’s drive is over, just set up for the evening and 
serve the dinner.  
However, the meals that cook in the Dream-Pot take approximately the same time as a conventional stove at 
home.  So remember that you can also start a meal at day’s end in the Dream-Pot, such as ‘Spaghetti car-
bonara’, and be serving 15 minutes later.  All the cooking times are set out so clearly in the recipe book 
(chock-a-bloc with recipes). 
As we all know, home cooking is the way to go, whether home or away.  Please enjoy the ‘Festive cake’ for 
the celebration season – Dream-Pot cooked of course.  This cake could be started at any time through the 
day and served whenever convenient.  One small piece with morning coffee?  Be careful – one piece is just 
not enough. 
For more information and questions on this amazing product please visit www.dreampot.com.au 

Boiling time on stove:  40 minutes 
Cooking time in the Dream-Pot:  2 hours 
minimum 
 
Ingredients 
Cake 
150g mixed glace fruit (eg. pineapple, gin-
ger, apricots) – coarsely chopped into   
chunks 
100g pkt red/green glace cherries, halved 
1/3 cup blanched almonds 
¾ cup Brazil nuts, halved 
¾ cup macadamia halves 
1 cup raisins 
1 1/3 cup dates, halved 
½ cup plain flour 
¼ cup SR flour 
1 tsp cinnamon 
2 eggs 
2 tblsp brandy 
1/3 cup dark brown sugar, firmly packed 
Topping 
150g mixed glace fruit, coarsely chopped 
100g pkt red/green glace cherries, whole 
¾ cup Brazil nuts, whole 
1/3 cup blanched almonds, whole 
¾ cup macadamia halves 
Glaze 
2 tblsp brandy 
½ cup apricot conserve 
1 dsp grated orange rind 

Method: 
1. Spray well with cooking spray the small inner pot. 
2. Mix together in a bowl the fruit and nuts for the cake, i.e., glace fruit,  
           cherries, nuts, raisins and dates. 
3. Mix together the flours and cinnamon. 
4. Add ¼ cup to the dry fruit and nut mixture and mix well. 
5. Beat or whisk the eggs, brandy and sugar together until creamy, approx. 3  

     minutes. 
6. Stir in the remaining flour mix. 
7. Pour over the fruit mixture in the bowl and fold through to combine. 
8. Spoon into the greased small inner pot. 
9. Press down well with the spoon turned over. 

 
Topping 
            Place the fruit and nuts for the topping onto the top of the cake mixture 
            randomly to cover completely and press into the cake mixture gently. 
 
To cook 
1. Put 2 litres boiling water into the large inner pot and return to the boil. 
2. Place the small inner pot containing the cake mixture over the boiling water. 
3. Cover with the stainless steel lid and boil on the stove as a double saucepan 
            for 40 minutes. (Make sure it is boiling and ensure the steam is constantly 
            visible between the two pots.) 
4. Transfer double pots into the Dream-Pot for the required minimum cooking  
            time.  
5. When suitable, remove from the Dream-Pot and cool in the inner pot.  Prior  

      to tipping out, run a sharp thin knife blade around the outer edge of the cake  
      to loosen, then glaze the cake. 

 
Glaze 
1. Put brandy, apricot conserve and orange rind into a small saucepan. 
2. Boil and then simmer for 3 minutes, stirring. 
3. Brush over the cake, using a pastry brush.  
 
Note:  A 6 inch (15cm) ring tin may be used (instead of the 2 litre inner pot) standing 
on a trivet, as per the boiled fruit cake recipe.  There may be some fruit and nut top-
ping left over.  Boiling time is reduced to 30 minutes. 

Copyright Ó 1998 Green Brothers (Wholesale) Pty Ltd Trading as DREAM-POT 
Ò All rights reserved 
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(Pictures—Alan Lazarus) 
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Chairman’s Report to the 2009 Annual General Meeting 
By Lionel Mussell 

Welcome to our third Annual 
General Meeting.  
 
This has been a year of consolida-
tion and continued growth. I had 
hoped we would have passed the 
magic figure of 1,000 members by 
this AGM but we are getting very 
close. The latest figure I have 
from Rob is that we have 966 
Members. 
  
Our participation in caravan 
shows this year in Adelaide, Syd-
ney, Melbourne and Brisbane plus 
a country show, has raised our 
profile with the caravanning pub-
lic and the RV industry and has 
been one of the avenues for mem-
bership recruitment. We are so 
grateful to Barry Konemann for 
organising these events and to the 
many volunteers who staffed our 
stands. With their cheerful, help-
ful approach and their smart ap-
pearance wearing ACC shirts they 
did us proud. Many thousands of 
ACC brochures were distributed 
and each was marked so we are 
able to identify how many new 
members were recruited from 
each show. 
 
Barry is organising our participa-
tion in some slightly smaller 
shows during the rest of the year 
and needs help from members liv-
ing within commuting distance of 
the venues. 
 
Attending caravan shows is a 
costly exercise and your Board 
will be having a close look at the 
expenditure versus benefits before 
deciding about our programme for 
2010.  
 

Board Membership  
We have been very fortunate this 
year to have a very stable and 
hard-working board. The same 
stalwarts who started the year are 
still with us and I want to say how 
great it’s been working with these 
dedicated members who give so  

willingly of their time and ener-
gies to ensure the smooth run-
ning of what has become a large 
and vibrant organisation. 
 
Thanks to that miracle of modern 
technology, the Internet, we have 
been able to keep in touch, run 
Board Meetings and make deci-
sions despite the extensive trav-
els of some Directors during the 
year.  
 
Our Treasurer and Webmaster 
Rob has been communing with 
camels in the deserts of the Mid-
dle East – he tells us he was con-
sulting on IT business but we 
have our own opinion! He also 
recently spent a month with fam-
ily in London but still kept his 
finger on the financial pulse. 
 
Secretary Lazo did a lap of Aus-
tralia but still kept up with email 
correspondence, sending out 
Board papers and producing the 
Nomad and the ACC Newslet-
ters. Thanks to Skype we were 
able to talk often at no expense. 
A miracle of technology yes but 
reliant on human input – that’s 
why he left his modem at home 
in Melbourne and had to use 
Judy Tudor’s laptop for our 
Board Meeting on Tuesday! 
 
Because much of our business 
involves snail mail and hard cop-
ies of correspondence, John 
Stainer took on the position of 
what he jokingly refers to as the 
‘Under Secretary’ and has done 
an excellent job in Lazo’s ab-
sence. He and his family have 
also been responsible for packag-
ing and mailing the Nomad and 
Newsletters. Great job John. 
 
Tom Smith hasn’t been travel-
ling that much as running an ex-
tensive sheep and cattle property 
in the New England highlands 
takes a lot of time and effort. He 

did have to go away for a week-
end of a Board meeting and took 
his laptop and wireless modem 
with him so he was still able to 
join us for the meeting as usual. 
 
As for me, I left home in the Mid-
dle of May and haven’t been 
home since! 
 
I hope to visit the UK and Europe 
for a few months next year but 
should be able to get Internet ac-
cess over there to attend Board 
Meetings as usual. I’ll be back in 
good time for the Maryborough 
National Muster. I’ve joined ‘The 
Caravan Club’ and hope to get to 
visit their HQ and pick their 
brains. Their membership is more 
than 500,000! They have 200 plus 
caravan parks of their own plus 
2,500 5-site areas and I intend 
buying a second hand campervan 
and using the club’s facilities at 
times when I’m not staying with 
rellies or friends. 
 
Rob and I both come to the end of 
our three-year terms at this AGM 
but have re-nominated and as the 
flood of nominations didn’t ex-
ceed the vacancies you are stuck 
with us for another three years. 
Contrary to any rumours cur-
rently circulating, I have no inten-
tion of resigning the chairman-
ship when I go overseas – I’m 
afraid you have to put up with me 
for a while yet. 
 
We have never had the full quota 
of six Directors since we began 
but we are delighted that Craig 
Humphrey has been nominated 
for the remaining position and we 
welcome him to our ranks. We 
invited Craig to attend recent 
Board meetings and he has al-
ready demonstrated his willing-
ness to participate constructively 
in our deliberations. Craig will 
bring a younger outlook to the 
Board – until recently he was 
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President of the ACC Family Fire-
siders. 
 
The Board has never met in the 
physical sense but the time has 
come when we need to have a 
longer, face-to-face, meeting and 
we are planning for that at the mo-
ment with a tentative date set for 
the 13th/14th Feb. At that meeting 
we will be discussing and adopt-
ing a forward plan for the future 
of our club and its administration 
as we continue to grow and our 
activities increase. 
 

Committees 
Independent Camping  
There’s not a lot to report about 
this committee this year. Don 
Reid resigned as Chairman early 
in the year and Geoff McLean 
took over some time after that. 
Geoff saw his role as promoting 
independent camping rather than 
carrying on lobbying activities 
and to that end wrote articles on 
our website and for the Nomad. 
He also organised a tagalong tour 
using a number of independent 
sites and encouraged members to 
include independent camping in 
their trip itineraries. 
 
Geoff is a very busy person and 
found he didn’t have the time 
needed to put into the position and 
stepped down last month.  
 
We need a new ICC Chairman 
and if this is a role you think you 
could fill we’d love to hear from 
you. 
 

Marketing and Promotions - 
Barry Konemman 
 
What can I say to adequately sum 
up the tremendous contribution 
Bazza has made to the club during 
the past three years? He has or-
ganised the caravan show partici-
pation, recruited advertisers for 
the Nomad, run the Club Shop, 
acted as Returning Officer and 
been a member of the National 
Muster Committee. In that role he 
has obtained sponsors to help 

make the event a success. He has 
travelled many thousands of 
kilometres and spent countless 
days away from home. In all this 
he has been wonderfully sup-
ported by his wife Jo and we 
thank her for her dedication.  
 
National Muster – Gary Duncan 
 
Dunco is another traveller who 
spent much of the year on the 
road. Despite this and together 
with Geoff and Carol Hanson – 
another travelling couple - and 
with Barry Konemann’s addi-
tional input, the committee put 
together this wonderful National 
Muster. 
 
Following the ACC Southern 
Nomads Christmas Muster last 
year, Geoff and Carol and I went 
up to Mildura to suss out the 
park we are now in and Dunco 
met us here. We visited the Tour-
ism people and were impressed 
by the helpful reception we got 
from them and the Council. We 
were also impressed by the en-
thusiasm of the park owners and 
had no hesitation in recommend-
ing that this year’s event be held 
here on the banks of the mighty 
Murray River. 
 
I’m sure you will agree that they 
have done a fine job. 
 
Next year’s National Muster will 
be in Queensland for the first 
time and we appreciate the offer 
by the ACC Wide Bay Burnett 
Branch to host the 2010 event at 
Maryborough. Russ and his team 
have been working away indus-
triously on this for some time 
and I’m sure the fourth National 
Muster will continue the great 
tradition already established. 
 

Insurance 
Our relationship with MHIA is 
strong and a large percentage of 
our membership take advantage 
of the great service and addi-
tional benefits we get though our 
special policy. Just occasionally 

someone gets a quotation that is a 
bit higher than a rival company 
but usually the extra benefits 
more than make up for any differ-
ence in cost. Because such a large 
number of ACC members insure 
through MHIA we get a substan-
tial financial benefit each year 
and we appreciate this. 
 
Many of you know Terry Sainty 
of MHIA and we were all sad-
dened when Terry’s son was lost 
in a kayaking incident earlier this 
year. We sent our condolences to 
Terry and Mrs Sainty. 
 

Membership 
I’ve already mentioned member-
ship but I’ll repeat my yearly plea 
– please do all you can to help the 
ACC grow by recruiting new 
members. We have lots and lots 
of brochures and if we run out 
we’ll soon print a lot more. Mem-
bership growth is vital if we are 
to become the force that’s needed 
to look after the rights and bene-
fits for our members.  
 

Club Shop 
The range of products has in-
creased dramatically this year 
thanks to Barry Konemann’s ef-
forts and the spare wheel covers 
are our best advertising medium 
yet. I was delighted to see the fo-
rum thread showing the covers in 
all sorts of places. Have a look 
around the park and see for your-
selves what a great sight they are 
on the back of members’ vans. 
 
Motouring Australia 
There is a gentleman in Mel-
bourne with the surname Arvo 
and he has his business registered 
under that name. We thought it 
prudent to change the name of the 
combined lobby group from 
ARVO (Australian RV Owners) 
to ‘Motouring Australia’ – a 
name the CMCA had already reg-
istered. The group is functioning 
well and we have just signed a 
‘Memorandum of Understanding’ 
 

Cont. page 29 
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Date 2010 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 
Jan TBA Southern Highlanders NSW Snowy Mountains Tour Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Jan 22-26 Family Firesiders QLD Carlo Point Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

Jan 29-31 Southern Cross Overlanders SA Normanville Muster Theo Ellard 08 8326 8026 

Feb 3-10 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Maroochydore Muster Kaye Hawkins 07 5534 8488 

Feb 12-14 Hunter Ramblers NSW Stroud Showground Nevis Rothery 02 4982 3580 

Feb 12-15 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Mudjimba Muster Noel Hawes 0419 658 078 

Feb 19-21 Gippsland Gypsies VIC State Muster, Bairnsdale Derek Hale 0408 514 790 

Feb 23-26 Golden Westerners NSW Tumut Muster Brian Semmler 0439 823 486 
Feb 26-28 Family Firesiders QLD Noosa Muster Stuart S-Dean 07 4123 6142 

Mar 3-10 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Stanthorpe Muster Kaye Hawkins 07 5534 8488 

Mar 12-13 Southern Cross Overlanders SA Mannum Muster Theo Ellard 08 8326 8026 

Mar 19-Apr 6 Southern Highlanders NSW Mudgee Area Tagalong Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Mar 26-28 Hunter Ramblers NSW Clarencetown Muster Nevis Rothery 02 4982 3580 

Coming Events 

Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common  

interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 
Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”.  
 
Here’s a simple way to do it - 

(1) Get the support of 4 other 
members. 
(2) Read the Branch Guidelines, 
they are on the web site. 
(3) Ask the ACC Secretary for 
help, he’ll guide you through the 
rest of the process. 

 

ooOOoo 

Psssst! Want to Form a Local Branch? 



 Chairman’s Report (cont) 
with the other three parties. This 
will put us on a more regular foot-
ing when approaching regulatory 
bodies like Governments and 
Councils. It will not prevent us 
lobbying on our own behalf when 
the need arises. 
 
We have already met with repre-
sentatives of the Queensland Agri-
cultural Show Societies and inter-
ested Qld Government Depart-
ments with the aim of opening up 
more showgrounds for overnight 
camping. The list is on our web-
site. 
 
ACCESS 
 (Australian Caravan Club Envi-
ronmentally Safe Scheme.)  
 
There was much to do about very 
little on various forums including 
our own at the beginning of the 
year and much heat was generated 
by a few members who wanted us 
to join the CMCA LNT Scheme. 
 
After much debate and considera-
tion we decided to stick with our 
own ACCESS as LNC is very re-
strictive for most caravans as grey 
water must not be discharged on 
the ground at any time under that 
scheme. 
 
The other members of Motouring 
Australia have joined LNT al-
though no-one has produced any 
figures showing the take-up rate. I 
can’t imagine too many members 
of the National Association of 
Caravan Clubs joining with the 
grey water restriction. If any ACC 
members want to join LNT that’s 
fine by us. 
 
When we reprint the ACC bro-
chures we will be having an op-
tion to join ACCESS from the 
start and include the fee in the to-
tal. 
 

Branches  
I’ve been lucky this year to be 
able to visit musters of so many 
branches and the friendliness and 

welcome has been great.  
 
It started with the Southern No-
mads at Warnambool, continued 
with the formation of the Gipp-
sland Gypsies at Warragul, then 
the Hunter Ramblers muster at 
Gloucester, the Gold Coast 
Gadabouts for just a day, the 
Moreton Bay Drifters at Imbul 
and finally the first muster of the 
new Troppo Trekkers at Wal-
kamin on the Atherton Table-
land. 
 
It culminated with the tagalong 
tour with the Moreton Bay Drift-
ers which was fantastic and 
ended up right here on Tuesday 
for the muster. 
 
I’m sorry if your branch missed 
out – I’ll try to do better next 
year! 
 
We have 12 Branches at the mo-
ment and a WA couple who were 
at the Imbul muster with the 
drifters are all fired up to see 
about forming a branch over in 
the West when they get home 
later this year. 
 
We did try to revive the defunct 
ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
but despite the best efforts of 
Max and the Hunter Ramblers 
and myself it was in vain – we 
had a great weekend just the 
same. Although we didn’t 
achieve our objective that week-
end we did have with us a couple 
from Nambucca Heads who are 
enthusiastic about starting a 
branch in that area and we will 
be doing all we can to assist 
them in their aim. 
 

Website and Forum 
As I mentioned earlier we had 
some lively and at times acrimo-
nious debates early in the year 
that were a cause for concern and 
I believe turned a lot of members 
off from taking part or even 
looking at the forum. Fortunately 
that all settled down with the res-
ignation of one or two of the 

main stirrers and the forum is 
once again a happy medium for 
the exchange of information and 
ideas.  
 
We now have the facility to add 
pictures to our posts and this 
makes it even more interesting. 
 
Rob does an excellent job as 
Webmaster, even when overseas, 
and the website is a good shop 
window for people interested in 
finding out more about us. That 
doesn’t mean we can’t improve 
our window to the world and we 
welcome constructive ideas. 
 

Nomad and Newsletters 
Despite being on the road for 
much of the year, Alan Lazarus 
has done a great job as the Editor 
of the Nomad. With Barry deliv-
ering more advertising we have 
been able to produce a quality 
magazine and with the change to 
the A4 size for the current issue I 
believe we have made a giant step 
forward. 
 
Lazo has also put together the 
ACC Newsletter for the months 
between Nomads and this I hope 
has improved communications 
between your Board and the 
membership. We post them to 
those without Internet access and 
put them on the website for the 
rest of us. 
 

The Future 
I believe we are on the brink of a 
rapid expansion as the word gets 
around that we are a vibrant and 
successful organisation offering 
many benefits to caravanners. 
 
With a committed Board, enthusi-
astic Committees and Branches 
plus a strong and active member-
ship, I’m sure our future is bright. 
I look forward to being part of 
that future and working with you 
all to achieve our goals. 
 
Lionel (Mussell) 
Chairman 

ooOOoo 
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From the Branches 

Another great muster of fun and 
fellowship by members of the 
Golden Westerners Branch held at 
Moree with twelve member vans 
and one guest van in attendance. 
Our location was the Gwydir 
Thermal Pools Caravan Park. The 
highlight was the four Thermal 
pools with temperature ranging 
from 35 to 39 degrees - much use 
was made by our members of 
these facilities having regard to 

the July winter temperatures. 
Most attendees arrived on Mon-
day and set up ready for a full on 
muster over the next three days. 
 
Tuesday dawned fine and cool 
(max 18) with most members do-
ing their own thing until 4pm 
when we had our happy hour/meet 
and greet and welcome followed 

by a session of tall stories and 
jokes, nibbles and drinks. 
 
Wednesday saw us travelling out 
to "Bunnor" Station Wetlands 
some 60 kms NW of Moree- the 
Station property has an area of 
18000 acres and includes 3000 
acres of Wetlands. Our host and 
property owner Sam Kirkby gave 
us a talk on his aims and objec-
tives concerning the wetlands 
which include developing an in-
terpretive Centre and Tourist fa-
cility. Following our B.B.Q. 
lunch we rounded off the visit 
with a walk to a bird hide and a 
perimeter section of the area. All 
voted the visit informative and 
interesting. 
 
Returning to camp it was time 
for happy hour and a trivia quiz 
organised by David Ongley. Af-
ter much scrutiny and recounting 
the team of Lewis, Missy, Brian, 
Barry & Moya won the goodies 

Thursday saw a rematch in the 
Boules Competition Ladies V 
Gents and boy o boy was the ac-
tion intense to determine who 
would be the finalists for each 
side which resulted in Betty & 
Kay for the ladies with Brian and 
David for the gents.  
 
What a final - the ladies winning 
with the last bowl of an extra 
end. Bad luck fellows, we were 
not disgraced - let us see what  

we can do at Bourke although the 
girls are looking for a "Grand 
Slam" (3-0) result. 
 
The Branch meeting was held at 3 
pm with, inter alia, the following 
matters resolved:- 
 
(a) That the Branch continues 
with mid-week musters. 
(b) That the next Muster he at 
Bourke on 6-10 October '09 
which will include the Branch 
A.G.M. 
(c) That musters be held at Tumut 
23-26 February and Corowa 20-
23 April 2010 
 
Further, President Doug advised 
that he, together with Secretary 
Brian and Treasurer Glen would 
not be standing for re-election at 
the Branch A.G.M. in October. 
 
Afternoon  Q00450 tea and a further 
trivia quiz followed at the close 
of the meeting. 
 
The Branch dinner was held at 
the nearby Amaroo Tavern which 
concluded another very enjoyable 
muster.  
 
In summary it is acknowledged 
that the Branch is continuing to 
grow with increasing member-
ship; positive contribution by 
members and great fellowship - 
Bourke, here we come! 
 

ooOOoo 

Golden Westerners 
Moree Muster 

(Doug Elliott) 

Beating the winter ‘blues’ in the 
thermal pools. 

One of the locals dropped in for a 
visit! 

Boules finalists. Positions 
Vacant 

 

Expressions of Interest are sought 
from current ACC members that 
would be interested in filling the 
following positions: 
 

Director—1 position has become 
vacant recently. This is a Board 
position. 
 

Chairperson (Independent 
Camping Committee) - report-
ing to the Board. 
 

Contact the ACC Secretary for 
details. 
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Hunter Ramblers 
Cessnock Muster 

The Hunter Ramblers gathered 
at the Cessnock Showground for 
our rally from the 10th -12th 
July. 
 
By Thursday most had arrived 
and while we enjoyed our morn-
ing tea we were entertained by 
the Trotters who were exercising 
on the track. 
  
Our weekend was again a food-
fest.  This kept us both occupied 
and amused as we gathered 
around our camp ovens. Dream-
pot cakes and Camp oven de-
lights. We have even decided 
that a chuffa should perhaps be 
our branch logo. 
 
The days were balmy but the 
evenings got chilly as soon as 
the sun went down. We gathered 
around the camp fire with a port 
from Greg’s 10 litre bottle that 
he bought at the Vineyard. This 
was used purely for medicinal 
purposes to keep everybody 
warm. 
 
Friday night was ‘Soup and 
damper’ which tested our skills 
in all manner of cookware but 
the results were magnificent. 

 
 

Saturday, the ladies handled the 
happy hour nibblies and the men 
were responsible for the main 
course. Naturally they had to sit 
around and discuss the whole 
process…… first fire then the 
cooking.  
 
Dinner was served in the show-
ground “Members” room, and 

 
 
Over the weekend, several peo-
ple toured local vineyards, others 
wandered around town, still oth-
ers attended the greyhound own-
ers meeting or the Poultry Soci-
ety meeting. There was certainly 
a lot to keep us amused. 
 

 
 

ooOOoo 

we all feasted on our creations.  

Hunter Ramblers 
Telegherry Muster 

North of Dungog in the lovely 
Chichester State Forest, a group 
of hardy Ramblers gathered for a 
lovely relaxing weekend 
 
The first challenge was avoiding 
the logging trucks but after arriv-
ing at the secluded campsite by 
the running creek all was worth 
it. 
 
For a while we thought it would 
be a very quiet weekend for 2 
vans but by Friday evening a few 
more vans arrived with more 
hairy stories of logging trucks. 7 
vans eventually settled in to en-
joy a lovely bush camp. 
 
The pace was relaxed and the fire 
warm as we enjoyed our usual 
banter over the camp ovens. 
Vince gave us a few songs and 

jokes. We welcomed a new mem-
ber towing her recently acquired 
A-van and the advice committee 
was there to lend a hand. 
 

  
We have told her membership is 
conditional on getting a ‘chuffa’ 
so the same advice committee 
may have to make her one. 

 

 
 
The weekend was an attraction 
for the local Kookaburras and 
Currawongs. As they sat in the 
trees watching proceedings, we 
thought they added a lovely rustic 
charm to the scene. Then we dis-
covered their more nasty traits! 
 
First they stole Max’s soap, in a 
plastic bag, from his drawbar; 
then they stole all the toast from 
Cheryl and Ian’s breakfast plate. 
One mounted a surprise attack 
from the left using diversionary 
tactics and as they were chased 
off, the gang swooped in from the 
right and took the rest. 
 
Sunday, morning tea a surprise 
birthday celebration for Ruth with 
iced cake and candles whipped up 
by the ever resourceful Valda. 
What a champion! Lindsay made 
a fruit damper for the party and 
we all kept look out for thieving 
birds. 
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We tried to convince our canine 
pals, Buddy and Tess to keep 
watch but I think both were so 
busy being spoilt that birds were 
of no concern. Leigh announced 
that it had been a wonderful week-
end with no mention of bowls, in 
fact, no talk of throwing of any-
thing at all, except at birds. 
 

 
 
After much discussion we decided 
that those who had been going to 
stay Sunday night would have to 
face the prospect of road rage with 
logging trucks on Monday when 
they left, so a decision was made 
to move to Clarence Town and 
avoid the drama. 

 

 
 

What a lovely spot and we will 
probably have a muster here in the 
future. The park provides drums 
for a fire and the showers were 
wonderful. 
 

ooOOoo 

Wide Bay Burnett  
Nomads  - Gin Gin 

Muster 
The well presented and well ap-
pointed Gin Gin Showgrounds 
provided an excellent  venue for 
the ACC Wide Bay Burnett No-
mads latest muster, conducted 14 
and 15 of November. This being 
the last official muster for 2009 
it had a dual focus – AGM and 
Christmas  Party.  
 
Twenty- three vans occupied the 
grassy sites  providing accom-
modation for the 45 attendees. 
New members, Bob and Cherie , 
Cec and Dianne from the Sun-
shine Coast Nomads along with 
visitors Ross and Pauline were 
welcomed by President Fred at 
Happy Hour on the Friday after-
noon. Jovial conversation and 
joyous laughter filled the venue 
as members  intermingled and 
soothed their throats with the 
Nectar of the Gods. 
 
 Our evening sustenance was 
provided via a BYO BBQ, 
shared salads and deserts. Kev 
and Dell, Jim and Anne, as good 
ambassadors for genuine Bunda-
berg produce generously sup-
plied tomatoes, watermelon and 
rockmelons  to add to the variety. 
Following this repast members 
were entertained by viewing a 
DVD presentation ( compiled 
expertly by our Editor, Lynne), 
the content of which comprised a 
series of snapshots of each of the  
past years musters , commencing 
with last year’s AGM held at this 
very same venue in October, 
2008. 
 
This  reviewing of memories 
seemed to be the catalyst for lots 
of laughter, red faces for some,  
bewilderment for some,  and a  
realisation that this group cer-
tainly enjoys their musters. We 
are blessed to have the likes of 
Lynne to produce this sort of 

memory reviver. Thanks Lynne. 
On the Saturday morning after 
smoko, the AGM was conducted. 
A sign that this branch is matur-
ing was evidenced by the fact that 
there were three nominations for 
President, and feedback from the 
Returning Officer, John Hoff-
mann, was that the results were 
close.  Mal Sanderson took the 
reins as the head honcho, with 
Russ as Secretary, Neil as Treas-
urer and Fourth Number  Chris-
tine Lawson completing the 
Branch Executive.  
 
It was obvious from the remarks 
and discussions that , as a branch, 
we see ourselves in a positive 
light, as a group who supports 
each other, as a group who en-
deavours to be friendly, as a 
group full of willing volunteers 
and as a group one would be 
proud to belong to. 
 
In recognition of their sterling 
efforts as our “ unofficial” cater-
ers , the Hoffmanns, Rehrens and 
the Jacksons were presented with 
their name badges at no cost to 
them, through donations  from 
appreciative members. A compre-
hensive report on the recent  Na-
tional  Muster held at Mildura 
was presented by Brian Ward. 
 
 The Duty Roster for our Wood-
gate muster in February 2010 was 
drawn up and suggestions for  the 
venue s for the June and August  
musters will be considered at 
Woodgate. It is hoped that a 
cheque for $ 1,000 will be pre-
sented to the RFDS  at this mus-
ter. 
 
We count ourselves lucky to have 
a small group of “unofficial” ca-
terers who obligingly arranged 
the Christmas Dinner and enter-
tainment for this muster. This 
group and other volunteers spent 
the afternoon attending to all of 
the tasks that were required in 
order to provide a sumptuous 
meal. The number of people at 
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Happy Hour was thus depleted. 
Much convivial conversation was 
to be heard as members enjoyed 
the feast as well as quaffing a fine 
red, an exotic white, or just good 
old beer. Half of the caterers im-
bibed Bundaberg Boldness, possi-
bly to give them the fortitude they 
needed to carry out an important 
and demanding role later in the 
evening. 
 
For entertainment, at great ex-
pense to the management, the au-
dience was treated to a first class 
fashion Parade, based roughly  
( extremely roughly) on the format 
of Dancing with the Stars. The 
presenter, Lillian Sonia Kruger, 
along with judges Mal Todd, Bev 
Helen, and Gregoria Mark gave a 

creditable performance.  
 
Some of the boys became  female 
models and some of the gals did 
the blokie  thing. The guys as gals 

were able to present very prof-
sionally and exuded a certain 
amount of femine decorum, where 
as some of the gals as blokes bri-

gade presented the male species 
as a crude cohort, through lots of 
scratching their nether regions, 
and also their sitting down re-
gions. It is hard to comprehend 
that females could actually be-
lieve that we men actually carry 
on like that. A hilarious presenta-
tion that caused much raucous 
laughter  and also produced some 
genuine shutter bug fever. Con-
gratulations to all concerned. 
 
Santa and Mrs Claus distributed 
the presents to the delight of eve-
ryone.  Mrs Clause has become  
a bit self-conscious and I don’t  
want him to be further worried. 
One of the poor unfortunate ca-
terers was denied his present un-
til two mugs of Bundaberg De-

mon were produced to wash the 
whiskers out of Santa’s mouth, 
and Mrs Claus looked like she 
was filling the tank of a V8 when 
she received her mug. Very en-
tertaining. To round off a fantas-
tic evening, our local balladeer, 
Brian Ward, provided the accom-
paniment on his guitar for a sing 
along, a fitting way to end a ter-
rific evening. 
 
After Sunday’s morning tea, the 
popular Trivia session was con-
ducted, the answers to the  Ding 
Bats competition given, and the 
raffle was drawn. As the group 
proceeded to return the hall to its 
original spic and span state, the 
members of the National Muster 
Task Force held a planning meet-
ing.  

ooOOoo 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Warburton Muster 

 
They began to arrive at the War-
burton Caravan Park as early as 
Tuesday and by Thursday night 
there were 6 camps set up and 
ready to rumble. 
 
Come Friday they began arriving 
in earnest to a slightly warm day 
with a pleasant breeze to keep 
temperature down somewhat. My 
count was 19 vans. 
 
Happy Hour was  well... Happy!!       
 
 6.00 pm saw a brand new bus on 
it’s maiden trip pick up 30 + hotel 
bound campers for what turned 
out to be a lovely evening with a 
great meal and even greater com-
pany.     Oh……….. and  great 
Red.   
 
Saturday was again very warm, 
but most found activities to keep 
cool. We were camped next to the 
Yarra after all. Under the shade 
of a local gum tree was also 
popular. A Bocce tournament was 
being played under the same tree. 
 
At 4.00 pm the AGM of The 
ACC Gippsland Gypsies was 
opened by Dennis, who handed 
the meeting over to ACC Chair-

person Lionel to hold the election 
of Committee for 2010.  This was  

Some of the “Girls” fronting up to the venerable judges! 

A fine body of “Men”! 

Ho, Ho, Ho, little girl…... 
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easy as all 2009 members re-stood 
and were re-elected. 
 
The newly re-elected President 
then took control of the chair and 
reports from President, Treasurer, 
Secretary and Camp co-ordinator 
(Vice President) were tabled. 
 
There followed Happy Hour 
which was gate crashed by a 
strange fellow in a red suit who 
kindly distributed gifts to all 
members present. This was soon 
followed by the traditional BYO 
everything BBQ, that went well 
into the night. 
 
Sunday..  Pack up and head into 
the sunset for most, but a select 
lucky lot were able to stay an ex-
tra night or two. 
 
All in all it was popular opinion 
that this muster was our best yet. 
 
The Committee of the Gippsland 
Gypsies would like to thank all 
the members of the Southern No-
mads who came along to support 
our last 2009 muster. I am sure 
they enjoyed themselves.  How 
could they NOT ??   
 
Just 2 more things to say      
ROLL ON BAIRNSDALE and  
Merry Christmas !! 
 

ooOOoo 

ples to our ranks in the persons 
of Tony and Gaye White from 
Blackbutt and Peter and Lesley 
Patzwald who hail from Kulpi. 
By the end of the week end they 
were no longer strangers to any 
one. 
 
The Hoffmans, Rehrens and the 
Jacksons combined to provide a 
superb Friday evening meal for 
everybody, using Kilkivan sau-
sages, salads and vegetables 
along with strawberries dipped in 
chocolate, sponge cake topped 
with cream and strawberries as 
well as caramel tarts. Those who 
had to finish work on Friday af-
ternoon before coming to the 
muster were very appreciative of 
this gesture, as were all mem-
bers. Surprisingly there was 
enough left over for a commu-
nity lunch on the Saturday. There 
followed a great session of fel-
lowship, around a well attended 
campfire. 
 
Following morning tea on the 

Saturday morning a business ses-
sion was conducted during which 
members were given an update 
on the current status of our plan-
ning for the 2010 National Mus-
ter to be conducted at Marybor-
ough Park.  
 
There was a sharing of informa-
tion as it pertained to the AGM to 
be held at Gin Gin and duty offi-
cers were appointed for this mus-
ter. Members decided that the 
February muster would be held at 
Woodgate, with the date being 
subject to availability. For the 
April Muster it was decided that 
we would invite members from 
all Queensland Branches to attend 
a combined muster to be held at 
Maryborough Park so that there 
would be an opportunity for each 
Branch to contribute something 
towards the running of the 2010 
National Muster, thus making it a 
Queensland effort and not just the 
ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
effort. This date is to be negoti-
ated. 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads - Rossmore 

Muster 
Twenty one vans were to be found 
spread throughout the tree studded 
Rossmore Park near Kilkivan on 
the weekend of 21 – 23 August for 
the latest muster of the ACC Wide 
Bay Burnett Nomads. The forty-
two attendees were wakened each 
morning by the fervent cacophony 
of screeching green leeks, blue 
mountain parrots and rainbow 
lorikeets, and were again sere-
naded at dusk by the same crea-
tures. We welcomed two new cou-
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Following the communal lunch 
(which proved to be too much for 
some – they had to have an after-
noon siesta) we set off to visit the 
Prophet Goldmine which is just 
down the road from Rossmore 
Park. The owner of the mine, John 
Parsons proved to be a very jovial 
and generous man (No, he didn’t 
let us line our pockets with 
gold!!). Following a very informa-
tive session of how gold effects 
the global monetary system, and 
current trends, we were taken on a 
tour of the facility, to be shown 
some ingenious machinery de-
signed and built by John in order 
to extract the gold whilst at the 
same time cleaning the rocks, 
sand and gravel that come from 
the tailings from the old mine. 
 
We were able to view, close up, 
the gold reclamation machinery. A 
series of 10 cm rainwater pipes 
were set at various angles at the 
foot of the sluice so that the sand 
and various sized pebbles, up to 
25mm were neatly piled in cement 
bunkers from where it is then 
transferred to the holding sites. 
This ingenious method was mar-
veled at by all. 
 
We were then treated to an exhibi-
tion of melting the gold and cast-
ing it into an ingot. This was 
passed around for everyone to 
handle. It was worth about $10 k. 
As part of the value adding pro-
gram at this site, sand and silt 
from the dam are used as fertil-
izer.  
 
John invited us to view his vegeta-
ble garden, the produce of which 
thrives on this sand / clay mix. All 
were given some vegetables in-
cluding cabbage, carrots, kale, 
broccoli and tomatoes to take back 
to camp. As this garden currently 
keeps 5 families supplied with 
fresh vegetables, it is a good testi-
mony as to the efficacy of John’s 
garden mix. 
 
All available fire places where we 
were camped were put into service  

to provide a means of the cook-
ing of pies. Each caravan unit 
was provided with an aluminium 
pie plate and two sheets of puff 
pastry , the idea being that par-
ticipants would provide a filling 
of their choice and the pie could 
be cooked any way chosen. Sue, 
part owner of the Caravan Park 
judged the entries, using her own 
secret criteria list.  

 
Ian Rehren was declared the win-
ner which was named “Roadkill” 
and was made in the shape of a 
car and caravan. Along with a 
great variety of vegetables that 
had been cooked these pies were 
devoured as the Saturday night’s 
meal, along with apple tarts and 
custard. 
 
Massive thanks to our chefs – we 
really appreciated your efforts – 
well done. 
 
Following this delectable meal 
we were entertained by a bush 
balladeer, Alan McPherson, who 
sang some of his own composi-
tions – some quite comical. Our 
own Brian Ward assisted in 
keeping our feet tapping through 
his renditions. Our host, Sue also 
presented some bush poetry, all 
of which had a bush flavour and 
much hilarity. 
 
As there was a fire ban in place 
in the district all fires had to be 
watched closely and extin-
guished at the end of the eve-
ning. As the area where the en-
tertainment was provided was up 
away from the lower camp area a 
small number of our group vol-
unteered to do fire watch, which 
is very thirsty work.  

 
One of those good souls whom 
we will call “Jim” (because that is 
his real name) went to his van to 
extract some more beverages 
from his fridge, forgetting he had 
put the keys on the bench and 
when he exited the van he 
slammed the door and for some 
unknown reason, it locked. His 
better half who we shall called 
Wendy (same reason as above) 
was up on the hill. 
 
Now Jim is an inventive lad so he 
gets a ladder, removes the screen 
around the pop top and decides he 
will enter his van, somewhat like 
a goanna enters a hollow log, but 
common sense prevailed as he 
realized if he fell head first, no-
body would be able to get in to 
help him, so he gave that idea 
away. One of your better deci-
sions, Jim. Now Ian, a sparkie by 
trade happened to have a length 
of wire with a hook on the end of 
it for pulling cable up between 
walls etc. Try as hard as he 
might, Jim still was within inches 
of retrieving his keys. So long 
lanky Kev came to the rescue! 
 
Now we have a member by name 
of Ray, who starts to think he has 
lost his keys also so he is running 
around with a torch like a fuel 
injected ferret scouring every-
where for them. Desperation sets 
in. What will Bev say? Somebody 
suggested he try his back pocket 
– you guessed it. He had been 
sitting on them but thought they 
were spoons. Go figure! 
 
After the raffle and the usual 
game of trivial pursuit on the 
Sunday morning, which saw the 
camp shrouded in fog, the group 
photo was taken.  
 
Another very successful muster 
concluded. For those who might 
be interested, Sue will give a dis-
count to any ACC members who 
stay at Rossmore Park. 
 

ooOOoo 

There goes the waistline! 
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Moreton Bay 
 Drifters—Crows 

Nest Muster 
Unseasonally hot weather cer-
tainly didn’t spoil the weekend, in 
fact it probably enhanced it as 
Crows Nest can often be quite 
cold August, even though it’s the 
tail end of Winter. 
Forty six people, including new 
ACC and Moreton Bay Drifters 
branch members Nev & Jo Meier 
and Jim & Trish McMorrine, plus 
visitors, Mike & Denise Blanch-
ard, Clive & Lyn Aston, from the 
ACC Sunshine Nomads branch, 
took advantage of the great 
weather, and the pleasant sur-
roundings at the Crows Nest Cara-
van Park, plus the fine fare at the 
caravan park restaurant on the Sat-
urday night. 
 

Many “Musterers” arrived before 
Friday, and most of those who did 
arrive on Friday were in time for 
the first scheduled event of the 
weekend; an early afternoon tour 
of the local soft drink factory or-
ganised by Bevan Guttormsen, our 
social co-ordinator, who tells me 
that twenty to twenty five people 
took part in the tour. 
At “Happy Hour” on the Friday 
Ron McGrice welcomed the new 
members and visitors, and every-
one present took part in an infor-
mal introduction by making them-
selves known to others, as is our 
custom. 
Saturday, another magnificent day 
weather wise, saw quite a few 
members head off to the Lockyer 
Valley Noise & Sound Spectacu-
lar at Murphy's Creek, near 
Toowoomba. Ron McGrice’s vin-
tage Jaguar was in the show, so 
that’s why it was acting as his tow 
tug for the weekend too. 
Most of those who didn’t go to 
Murphy’s Creek participated in 

the Boule competition, which 
was a singles event for both men 
and women. 
After, or during Saturday’s 
“Happy Hour”, the regular 
branch meeting took place, and 
here are some of the highlights 
from that meeting. 
The ACC Board has given ap-
proval that branches can now 
have a Vice President, which is a 
great idea to ensure that there is 
someone to step into that roll 
once the current Branch Presi-
dent steps down. 
Reg Parker was nominated for 
that position, and was unani-
mously elected unop-
posed...congratulations Reg, we 
know that you’ll do a great job. 
When establishing the dates for 
the 2010 musters, the MBD com-
mittee will liaise with other 
South East Queensland  ACC 
branches in order to try not to 
clash with each others musters, if 
possible, thereby giving ACC 
members more options to attend 
other ACC branch musters in 
between the MBD musters. With 
that in mind, it was decided that 
the first MBD muster for 2010 
will be held at Mudjimba over 
the weekend 12th to 15th Febru-
ary. 
 

The 2010 ACC Muster and 
AGM was discussed in some de-
tail, and MBD President, Ron 
McGrice will contact the ACC 
Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
President with an offer of help, 

as they’re organising the AGM 
and Muster, and try and arrange 
with him, and other South East 
Queensland ACC branch Presi-
dents to hold a combined muster 
at Maryborough Park, the venue 
for the ACC AGM and Muster, 
early next year to see the lay of 
the land, so to speak, and find out 
how other branches can help. 
 

The possibility of arranging for 
caravanning industry guest speak-
ers to address us at some of our 
musters on a range of topics such 
as caravan solar power, 12 volt 
systems etc was also discussed, 
and suggestions sought. 
 

Following the General meeting 
the group dispersed to ready 
themselves for a sumptuous din-
ner at the caravan park’s restau-
rant. 
 

Sunday was a free day for some, 
though the more energetic took 
part in yet another Boule singles 
competition, and the winners at 
the end of the day were Noel 
Hawes for the men, and Margaret 
Guttormsen for the la-
dies...congratulations Noel and 
Margaret. 
 

4.00 pm saw in another “Happy 
Hour”, and after that many mem-
bers returned to the meeting area 
to cook up a barbeque, and then 
take part in the “Trivia”, which 
was hosted by Ron & Jan Bar-
ham. 
 

Another great muster for the 
MBD! 
 

ooOOoo 
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The inaugural Tag – Along Tour 
(the Tag) of the Southern Cross 
Overlanders commenced at Mel-
rose on 4 September 09 and con-
cluded at Burra on 5 October 09. 
 
 In that period the Tag covered in 
excess of 2000 km and consisted 
of up to 14 vans travelling to-
gether through the Gawler and 
Flinders Ranges and along the 
East and West coasts of the Eyre 
Peninsula. It included participants 
from as far away as Queensland, 
Victoria and the S-E of our State. 
 
The concept of the Tag was to 
have the first and last weekend 
within a 200km radius of Adelaide 
to allow maximum participation 
by all as a “normal” club muster. 
The format of the Tag allowed 
participants to join and depart the 
tour as they wished; although the 
fact that most did the complete 
circuit would indicate that all were 
having a good time. The route was 
circular thus overcoming the bore-
dom of travelling over the same 
roads on the outward and return 
legs.  
 
The aims of the Tag were:  
♦ To promote the Australian 

Caravan Club, particularly 
our branch;  

♦ To explore out of the way 
places that many do not get 
to visit;  

♦ To promote safety and the 
caravanning lifestyle; and  

♦ Most importantly of all, to 
have a great time with 
friends.  

Each evening at 5 p.m. there was a 
meeting to comment on the day’s 
activities and provide a shortbrief 

on those proposed for the follow-
ing day, including the need to 
pack morning tea or lunch. This 
meeting incorporated the ubiqui-
tous “happy hour” and the eve-
ning entertainment; this con-
sisted of a designated couple pro-
viding a fun activity. 
 
As stated earlier the Tag started 
as a normal muster at Melrose. 
By Friday evening we had 15 
vans in the park; another van ar-
rived on the Saturday. All except 
2 of these vans were to undertake 
the Tag, however due to sickness 
another van pulled out on the 
morning that we left Melrose – 
but they did rejoin the Tag sev-
eral days later at Wudinna. A 
separate report has been written 
on the Melrose muster.  
 
Monday saw 11 vans pull out of 
Melrose and make the relatively 
short trip to Wilmington for 
morning tea, a walk through this 
historic town and a tour of the 
Land Rover and Toy museum. 
We then wound our way up Hor-
rocks Pass to the monument for 
lunch: there is normally a mag-
nificent view from this great free 
camp area, but because of rain 
and low cloud it was somewhat 
restricted. Just to add to the ex-
citement Veronica lost her car 
keys at this stop, but after a 
search they were found in the 
back of her car. After lunch it 
was into Port Augusta for fuel, 
then onto Whyalla, arriving by 
mid afternoon thus allowing a 
number of our group to go shop-
ping. The usual happy hour and 
brief was followed by the eve-
nings entertainment provided by 
Ron & Bev in the form of a trivia 

night; it was won by Geoff & 
Nancy. Tuesday was a beautiful 
sunny day and saw the group 
head to the HMAS Whyalla for 
morning tea and lunch as well as 
a look through the maritime mu-
seum and a tour of the ship. After 
lunch the group drove out to Port 
Bonython and Point Lowly. A 
number spent some time inspect-
ing the great free camp in this 
area.  
 
Wednesday: A short run to Cowell 
of just over a hundred km. This 
was a “free running” day as it 
would be difficult to get lost along 
the way. All were settled in the 
park by early afternoon. A number 
of the men went to visit the Agri-
cultural Equipment Museum, 
whilst many of the ladies went to 
the craft shop and the Jade empo-
rium. Nancy ordered 7 Dozen oys-
ters direct from one of the leases 
and many spent quite some time 
learning to shuck oysters; they did 
not have any trouble eating them 
though. This is where Nell earned 
the title of “oyster queen.” The en-
tertainment this night was provided 
by Dennis & Therese in the form 
of an observation trial – not many 
did very well, but prizes were still 
awarded liberally. Alby & Gerald-
ine were declared the winners. 
 
Thursday saw the group head off in 
convoy through the beautiful Cleve 
Hills in rather windy conditions. 
We arrived at Cleve and parked as 
a group at Centenary Park for 
morning tea and a stroll through 
the town. The group of vans at-
tracted a lot of attention, with 
many locals asking what club we 
belonged to and what was the oc-
casion; of course we were able to 
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proudly sponsor the Australian 
Caravan Club. All this activity re-
sulted in the local council sending a 
PR representative to speak with us 
and take a series of photo’s. These 
are to appear in the local paper (The 
Tribune) at a later time. After this 
we drove to Arno Bay for lunch and 
a stroll along the extensive board-
walk. The walk of a couple of kilo-
meters along the boardwalk and the 
beach sure helped with the diges-
tion. It was then onto Port Neill for 
a drive through the town, finally 
reaching Tumby Bay in the late af-
ternoon just in time for happy hour 
and our briefing before heading off 
for a pub dinner. Friday was our 
Lincoln day. We started with a tour 
of Tumby, then on to Louth Bay 
and North Shields before arriving at 
Port Lincoln. Again the ladies vis-
ited the craft shops and the men 
waited. Lunch was at the well 
known Del Giornos restaurant and 
then a drive along Whalers Way 
through Tulka and Flinders Wells. 
It was then back to Lincoln for af-
ternoon tea on the foreshore by Ma-
kybe Diva’s statue, before returning 
to Tumby. Saturday was a rest 
morning because of the frantic 
pace. After lunch a group visited a 
local farm and was duly impressed 
with the quality of the crops and 
livestock; a number of our group 
were retired farmers. That evening 
Geoff & Nancy provided a fish din-
ner of KG whiting for the group; 
they also provided the entertain-
ment which required each couple to 
act out a charade of a task associ-
ated with caravanning. 
 
Sunday saw us depart Tumby for 
Cummins on a cold and wet morn-
ing. We stopped at Cummins sports 
oval for morning tea and again we 
attracted a lot of attention with half 
the town calling by to see what was 
happening. After that it was on to 
Coffin Bay, through Edillilie, arriv-
ing in the early afternoon. After set-
tling on site, most of the group went 
for a walk through the town and 
along part of the Oyster Walk. Most 

retired early after a rather tiring 
day.  
 
Monday was a pleasant, sunny 
day, but still rather cool. We left 
the park for Farm Beach and spent 
some time at the tractor park there; 
most, especially the ex farmers, 
were intrigued with the age and 
variety of tractors that were parked 
there to launch and retrieve boats. 
We then travelled on to Mt Dutton 
Bay for morning tea and a walk 
along the jetty – unfortunately the 
historic Woolshed Museum was 
not open; then on to Wangary and 
Kellidie Bay before returning to 
the park for lunch. In the after-
noon we went into the Coffin Bay 
National Park, visiting Point 
Avoid, Almonta Beach and 
Yangie Bay before returning to the 
park for dinner and the night’s en-
tertainment, a sing-along with Nell 
and her sister (Jill) on the piano 
accordion. 
A great night was had by all and 
Nell provided several dozen oys-
ters just to pique our taste buds. 

Tuesday: Due to depart the park 

early but unfortunately Tom’s car 
had a flat battery, so out with my 
thumper: we were away by 10 
a.m. bound for Mt Hope where we 
would have morning tea. At this 
stop Ron decided to misplace his 
car keys, just to ensure that every-
one was paying attention, before 
locating them in his pocket. We 
had only travelled a short distance 
from the morning tea stop, nearing 
Mt Misery, when a rather laconic 
radio report from “tail end Char-
lie” advised that we had a bit of a 

problem and that Sue had lost a 
wheel off her van. 

 A van that was only a few weeks 
old! I advised the convoy (less Al-
len, Alby and Dennis who were 
behind Sue) to continue to Elliston 
while I uncoupled my van and 
went back to see what could be 
done. The second vehicle became 
the convoy leader, so Veronica was 
rechristened, and off she went into 
uncharted territory; with the help 
of her mobile phone and GPS she 
found the correct park. Well done! 
All the studs on the right hand hub 
had sheared and the wheel had 
come adrift, completely destroying 
the rim and doing some damage to 
the van. We were able to jack up 
the van and remove the hub, which 
was not badly damaged. I then re-
turned to my van, re hitched and 
set off for Elliston with the hub in 
the back of my vehicle. I took the 
hub to Elliston Automotive who 
were able to drive out the old studs 
and fit new ones, albeit with a dif-
ferent thread size and provide new 
wheel nuts. Then back out to Sue’s 
van, refit the hub, after greasing 
the dry bearings, and place on the 
spare only to find that the new 
wheel nuts did not protrude from 
the rim far enough to allow a wheel 
brace or socket to be used to 
tighten them. After tightening the 
nuts with multigrips it was a slow 
and careful trip to Elliston, stop-
ping every 5-10 km to check the 
tension. We finally limped into 
Elliston Caravan Park after 6 p.m. 
to be met by a guard of honour 
formed by the rest of the group. 
There were then many phone calls 
between Sue, the van supplier, the 

Enjoying life at Coffin Bay 

Damage to Sue’s van—after limp-
ing into Elliston. 
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chassis manufacturer and the local 
automotive shop in an effort to get 
the necessary parts to us. There is 
only one courier a week from Ade-
laide to Elliston and it happened 
that it left at 10 a.m. every Wednes-
day (i.e. tomorrow morning)  
 
Wednesday saw Sue and I depart 
early for Elliston Automotive to 
ensure that the parts were available 
and had made the courier. It was 
confirmed positive for both, but 
they would not be available in Ellis-
ton before 10 a.m. the next day. We 
then made a booking with Jamie of 
Elliston Automotive to fit the parts 
the next day. After this exciting part 
of the day was complete, Sue and I 
met up with the rest of the group at 
the Elliston Bakery for morning tea 
and a belated briefing from yester-
day. 22 people descending on the 
bakery overwhelmed it somewhat 
and resulted in John becoming 
mildly frustrated! After morning 
tea, a tour of the Southern cliff top 
loop and then back to the park for 
lunch. The afternoon included a 
tour of the Northern cliff top loop 
and an inspection of the sculptures 
along the loop. 
 
Luckily we had the exclusive use of 
the camp kitchen and its very cosy 
fire as the weather was cold. The 
entertainment was provided by 
Malcolm and Helen, being a mem-
ory test of 20 items, some of which 
were modeled by Helen, Malcolm’s 
lovely assistant – great fun.  
 
Thursday: The priority task was to 
ensure that Sue’s van was repaired. 
After a minor set back when Sue 
lost her van keys, we eventually had 
the van hooked up and off to Ellis-
ton Automotive. The repairs were 
completed and the van was back in 
the park by midday with only one 
Murphy; they had sent the wrong 
size studs from Adelaide, but Jamie 
was able to overcome this. I can not 
speak highly enough of the effort 
provided by Jamie of Elliston Auto-
motive and the support given to Sue 
by Cameron Caravans of Adelaide. 
With the van “fixed” it was off to 

Locks Well after lunch. Some 
were feeling very lazy, so only a 
small number walked down the 
300 steps to this magnificent 
beach, then back to the park and 
our cosy fire in the camp kitchen. 
 

Friday saw us depart Elliston with 
no further dramas, but everyone 
checked the tension of their wheel 
nuts before departure; we had only 
travelled the few km to Colton 
when Dennis reported that he was 
stopping because he thought he 
may have a flat tyre. The tyre 
proved not to be flat and the fa-
mous bakery at Colton was not yet 
open, so we continued on our way; 
arriving at Venus Bay for morning 
tea and a walk around the town 
and up to the look out, where 
many photos were taken. Leaving 
Venus we arrived at Streaky Bay 
for a late lunch. We all had water-
front sites but most were too tired 
to appreciate them, so after our 
brief and happy hour around Sue’s 
van, we retired early. Saturday: 
Not a great morning for Sue, but 
eventually we got away from the 
park and headed north to Perlubie 
Beach for morning tea. This is a 
beautiful spot and has excellent 
free camping. After this we con-
tinued traveling north to Smoky 
Bay for lunch and a stroll along 
the beach there. It was a very busy 
weekend at Smoky because of a 
country & western festival, but 
unfortunately the oyster sheds 
were closed. Back to Streaky, ar-
riving mid afternoon to allow 
some of the group to undertake a 
re-supply of fuel and food. Again 
it was happy hour and a brief 
around Sue’s van. The entertain-

ment this evening being provided 
by Allen and Helen in the form of 
balloon-between-the-knees races; 
this activity provided amusement 
for the whole park and again led to 
the often asked question of what 
club does your group belong to – 
you are having so much fun!  
 
Sunday: A long day was planned 
but we were delayed in leaving the 
park because John’s vehicle re-
fused to start. I tried the thumper to 
no avail so the RAA was called. 
The local RAA man arrived about 
30 minutes later, but the vehicle 
would not jump start, in fact it had 
no power at all. After leaving it 
hooked to the RAA vehicle for 
about 20 minutes and jiggling a 
few wires, it started and off we 
went. First area to be explored was 
Cape Bauer, including Whistling 
Rocks and the Blow Hole; after 
that down to Point Westall for a 
late morning tea at Smooth Pool 
before a walk down to the beach at 
The Granites.  
 
At all of these stops John had to 
leave his vehicle running, parked 
in by others of the group so it 
could not be stolen. The group then 
headed for Point Labatt for a view 
of the only breeding colony of sea 
lions in Australia. The roads were 
fairly heavily corrugated. It was 
here that we had a late lunch and 
John turned his vehicle off for the 
first time; luckily it started again 
when it was time to move on. We 
then turned for home, stopping at 
Murphy’s Haystacks on the way. 
After the brief and happy hour it 
was early to bed for all. 
 
Monday: departure from Streaky 
delayed because Tom’s vehicle 
had a flat battery; out with the 
thumper again! Also the new arri-
vals from Victoria (Jack & Ann) 
were not fully acquainted with 
our departure procedure – but 
eventually under way. Reports 
coming over the radio of storms 
and damaging hail in the Elliston/
Streaky areas so decided to con-

Nancy enjoying the magnificent 
beach at Lock’s Well. 
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tinue on north to Minnipa before 
stopping for morning tea and a 
walk through the town. Whilst 
stopped the storm caught up with 
wind, rain and small hail; but 
luckily no damage, other than a 
few dampened travellers. We 
waited for the storm to pass, then 
on to Wudinna for a late lunch, 
arriving in bright sunshine. It was 
here that Chris and Rhonda re-
joined the Tag after his recovery 
from sickness. We managed to get 
a large indoor area around the 
pool in the motel adjacent to the 
Caravan Park for our meeting, 
happy hour and B-B-Q dinner. 
Just as well as the storms came 
back with a vengeance!  

Tuesday was a wild day with 
storms, rain and 100kph winds. 
About 20mm of rain had fallen 
overnight. We decided to go to the 
local bakery for morning tea, 
where all had a good time, even if 
a bit crowded. Again we had the 
locals asking what club we be-
longed to and commenting on the 
fact that we were having a good 
time. Again we were very lucky to 
have the undercover area. Games 
of cards, scrabble and tri-ominoes 
became the order of the afternoon, 
with the gas heaters being pressed 
into service. Also, with the use of 
a whiteboard, some time was de-
voted to “brainstorming” possible 
structures for next years activities: 
these will be taken to our AGM. 
After the brief and happy hour we 
had another B-B-Q and the enter-
tainment for the night was pro-
vided by Joe & Pat (shopping 

price quiz) and Chris & Rhonda 
(pass the parcel).  
 
Wednesday: thank heavens the 
rain had cleared; it was a windy 
and cloudy day. We left the park 
in the morning for Polda Rock, 
which most climbed and mar-
veled at the water catchment sys-
tem; then on to Mount Wudinna, 
for morning tea prior to climbing 
the Mount and admiring the 
views. 
 
After this it was on to Pygery 
Rock for a 4WD experience before 
returning to the park for lunch. In 
the afternoon it was back to Min-
nipa for a tour of Pildappa rock, 
the “wave rock” of South Austra-
lia, and Tcharkuldu rock. We 
climbed both these rocks and 
again marvelled at the water catch-
ment systems that had been built 
by our forefathers; we also en-
joyed the wonderful view from the 
top of each We returned to the 
park and our undercover area for 
poolside dining provided by the 
motel. It was also Sue’s birthday 
and the management provided a 
small cake with “trick” candles. A 
good fun night was had by all ex-
cept Dennis who was feeling ill 
and had to go to the local hospital 
for medication. 
 
Thursday: Because we were trav-
eling on the main E-W (Eyre) 
highway it was decided to split the 
convoy into three “packets” of 
four vans, with 5 minute intervals 
between each packet; the usual 
minimum spacing of 200m be-
tween vans to apply. In this forma-
tion we left Wudinna bound for 
our morning tea stop at Darke’s 
Memorial at Koongawa. After 
morning tea we left for our lunch 
stop at Kimba in the same forma-
tion. After a walk through the 
township of Kimba and the man-
datory photos of the “big galah” 
and the “half-way across Austra-
lia” sign, most of the group visited 
the heritage village and museum. 
This is a wonderful set up, staffed 

by senior citizens of the area who 
really know, and in many cases 
have experienced, the history of 
the area. Some of the tractors and 
engines on display are unique! We 
departed Kimba, only to learn that 
Chris’ vehicle had a flat battery 
and would not start. Fortunately 
one of our hosts drove him back to 
the Roadhouse where he was able 
to get the local garage to “jump 
start” it. There is no RAA in 
Kimba! The remainder of our 
group continued on to Iron Knob 
for a drive through the town; then 
on to our overnight stop at 
Nuttbush. This was one of our 
longer days on the road so most 
were tired but the evening’s enter-
tainment provided by Veronica in 
the form of a sing-along (supported 
by Nell on the accordian) was ex-
cellent and had people staying on 
for more. The song sheets that she 
had individually crafted for each 
couple were outstanding and a real 
keep-sake. 
 
Friday saw vans leaving in small 
groups of 2 or 3 for Port Augusta. 
This was to allow shopping and 
refueling, the meeting point to be 
on the southern outskirts of the 
town for morning tea. The drive up 
to Quorn through Stirling North 
and the Flinders was great, with the 
weather varying from bright sun-
shine to cloudy and some rain – a 
photographers dream. The vans 
were well spaced as all enjoyed the 
views. We arrived at Quorn in time 
for a late lunch and then some ex-
ploration of the town. Theo, Mau-
reen & Lilly rejoined the Tag at 
this location. The evening brief and 
happy hour were very short be-
cause of the cold, although some 
hardy souls had a B-B-Q in the 
open camp kitchen. Saturday: The 
morning started with a walk 
through the town and then to the 
local coffee shop (the Quandong 
Café) for morning tea. Our group 
of 28 descended on the cafe, but 
they coped with ease – again with 
the question of which club did we 
belong. After a lengthy morning 

Geraldine ensures that one of 
Murphy’s Haystacks is not lost! 
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tea we just had time to return to the 
park before embarking on the 
Pitchie Ritchie Railway, bound 
back to Port Augusta where we 
would be picked up by coach and 
returned to Quorn. 
 
Whilst the views were good the 
train trip could be improved. It was 
briefing and happy hour as usual 
followed by a B-B-Q  
 
Sunday saw Veronica depart early 
for her journey home. We all 
formed a guard of honour to wave 
her off with the “string bags” that 
she had previously presented as 
prizes. She was very emotional. It 
was then a return to the Coffee shop 
by most for their morning tea, al-
though Theo and family were on 
the train to Woolshed Flat. In the 
afternoon we split into two groups 
to tour the Dutchman’s Stern and 
Warren Gorge, undertaking re-
stricted walks in both areas, then 
around the circuit of Polby’s Grave 
and Symonton ruins, arriving back 
in the park in the late afternoon. 
Our briefing and happy hour were 
followed by the night’s entertain-
ment provided by Alby & Geraldine 
in the form of a very difficult trivia 
quiz; the answers, or lack thereof, 
certainly sparked some discussion, 
before a number went to “ghost sto-
ries” in the park, but the cold was 
intense. 
 
Monday: Malcolm & Helen left the 
Tag to-day and again the guard, this 
time with fly spray to commemo-
rate his spraying of the B-B-Q plate 
with fly spray, rather than oil. Joe 
returned after a weekend in Ade-

laide. Departed Quorn a little late 
after jump starting Theo and then 
sending him off to buy a new bat-
tery. An easy run to Hawker, 
where we had both morning tea 
and lunch, interspersed with a 
large amount of sightseeing, in-
cluding the mind blowing pano-
rama. Ready to move on, only to 
find that Tom had a flat battery 
(again) so out came the thumper 
(again) and off we went to Rawn-
sley. A rather disorganized check 
in, but all on site by mid after-
noon. Briefing and happy hour 
followed by the night’s entertain-
ment provided by John & Marga-
ret. Then the “piece de resistance”, 
a roast dinner provided by Nancy 
and the ladies, consisting of lamb, 
chicken and roast veggie’s for 25 
hungry travelers.  
 
Tuesday saw the group away early 
for a full days sight seeing on the 
Parachilna-Blinman circuit. Firstly 
it was into Wilpena resort for a 
look, then onto Bunyeroo Gorge 
for morning tea at Yanyanna hut; 
after this it was on to Aroona ruins 
and then to Brachina Gorge for 
lunch, finally reaching Parachilna. 
After slaking our thirst at the Para-
chilna Hotel it was on to Blinman 
for afternoon tea and then back to 
the park (after changing Sue’s flat 
tyre), arriving just before dark. 
Our brief and happy hour was a bit 
late this afternoon and all retired 
early.  
 
Wednesday: After a long day yes-
terday it was decided no planned 
activities before morning tea. The 
priority of effort was to fix Sue’s 
tyre. It was a very windy and 
dusty day and the forecast was for 
it to get worse – and it did! 
 
A small group decided to tour Sa-
cred Canyon, a beautiful spot with 
some wonderful walks, but the 
weather did not allow full enjoy-
ment. The bulk of the group hiber-
nated for the day. A wise move! 
The brief and happy hour were 
held in the camp kitchen, followed  

by a B-B-Q and pancakes provided 
by Joe & Pat – very tasty. This was 
a great setting for a games night 
that lasted several hours. 
 
Thursday: the wind had abated and 
after some overnight rain the air 
had cleared. We were treated to 
some great sights as we left Rawn-
sley and drove back to Hawker for 
morning tea and refueling. After 
this we headed for the small town-
ship of Carrieton for lunch at the 
hotel – this hotel has a deserved 
reputation for its pub lunches. It 
was then on to Orroroo where it  
was cold and wet, arriving mid af-
ternoon. The usual brief and happy 
hour with entertainment activities 
from John & Margaret and Geoff 
& Nancy in the form of an obser-
vation quiz and a crossword. 
 
Friday: Tom & Nell and Jack& 
Ann departed the Tag. The remain-
der straggled away from Orroroo 
because of the limited refueling 
capabilities, but eventually all were 
on the road headed for Jamestown 
where we had both morning tea 
and lunch -all had at least one of 
these activities in the bakery – as 
well as exploring the town and do-
ing some shopping. It was then 
onto our final destination, Burra, 
arriving mid afternoon to meet up 
with others from our club. As 
stated earlier the Tag finished as a 
normal muster at Burra. To add a 
touch of déjà vu there were also 15 
vans in the park at Burra. A sepa-
rate report has been written on the 
Burra muster. 
 
Again it was proven what a won-
derful lifestyle caravanning is and 
how much better it can be when 
done with friends. Thank you to a 
great group of people and the won-
derful friendships that have been 
forged during the Tag. I am cer-
tainly finding it quite difficult to 
settle at home again and am look-
ing forward to the next outing. All 
left the Tag with the one question, 
when is the next one? 
 

ooOOoo 
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Pitchi Ritchie Railway—a steam 
lover’s delight! 
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	Ingredients
	Cake
	Topping
	Glaze
	Topping
            Place the fruit and nuts for the topping onto the top of the cake mixture
            randomly to cover completely and press into the cake mixture gently.
	To cook
	Glaze
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