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From The Editor 
 

G’Day All, 
Well Bingara has come and gone 
and what a great event it was! I 
think my lady wife summed it up 
nicely—”It’s amazing, all day, 
from the time you get up in the 
morning, all you can hear is 
laughter!” 
 

Had the opportunity, last week, to 
spend some time at next year’s 
venue at Mallacoota. In the mid-
dle of a coastal wilderness area, it 
is a beautiful spot to spend some 
time simply relaxing with friends, 
do reserve some time to join us 
next October. 
 

In this issue we’ve kicked off the 
“Have you been to” segment. 
Hope this will become a regular 
item where you can briefly share 
your experiences with fellow 
ACC members. 
 

The festive season will soon be 
upon us—please do take care on 
your travels, be safe, and have a 
great Christmas, and prosperous 
New Year. 

Lazo. 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Autumn) issue is February 10th, 

2012. 

Drought—Northern S.A.  



From the Chair 
The 2011 National Muster and 
AGM has come and gone, as 
leader of the organising team, it 
was very rewarding to see every-
one enjoying themselves and help-
ing where needed. I would like to 
thank everyone who helped at 
Bingara. 
 

It has been a very positive experi-
ence working with the“A” team.: 
Deb and Mike Cohen, Brian and 
Robyn Ward, Colin and Judy 
Roberts, Jenny and Bruce 
Beausang and my wife, Sandra. 
 

Next year will be at Mallacoota 
and the Gippsland Gypsies Branch 
arealdy well into planning for the 
2012 National Muster. 
 

After the AGM in Bingara Alan 
Lazarus stepped down as secre-
tary, Craig Humphries is now the 
board secretary with Alan staying 
on as assistant Secretary and 
“Nomad” editor. 
 

At the Board meeting held on 
Monday the17th October Lionel 
stepped down as Chairman of the 
ACC. Lionel will still be doing 
publicity for the club.   

On behalf of all ACC members I 
say a big “thank-you” to both 
Lionel and Alan for their dedica-
tion and all the hard work they 
have put into the Club. 
 

The Board has appointed Deb 
Cohen and Brian Ward to fill the 2 
vacant board positions, welcome 
aboard. 
 

The changes to our Constitution 

that allows all RVs to join, 
means the ACC  is now the club 
for all RV'ers. The board has de-
cided on a new slogan for the 
Club: “The Australian Caravan 
Club - the club for all RVers”. 
 

As a response to requests from 
members, a Technical Adver-
sary Group (TAG), has been 
formed. This group will handle 
technical issues to do with Cara-
vans and RV's. The group con-
sists of members who have busi-
ness, legal and technical exper-
tise within the RV industry. 
 

I look forward to a year of 
growth to our membership and 
exciting challenges ahead and  I 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and safe travels in 
2012. 
 

Tom Smith 
 

ooOOoo 
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balance between work and cara-
vanning by being able to work 
whilst on the road. 
 
She and husband Mike (and 
Pablo the pooch) currently spend 
5 months of the year on the road 
in their caravan, with the ultimate 
goal being to be on the road full-
time. 
 
The Cohens have been active 
ACC members for the past 3 
years, and were instrumental in 
forming the Sydney City Slickers 
branch. 

ooOOoo 

Debbie’s current background is 
in the world of business and fi-
nance. Early in her career she 
was Social Worker and Director 
of a Family and Children’s Cen-
tre. 
 

A resident of sunny Sydney, her 
strengths lie in administration, 
accounting and business & sys-
tems development. 
 

Debbie joined the “Grey No-
mad” brigade 10 years ago and is 
lucky enough to have a fantastic  

Meet Our two New 
Directors 

Debbie Cohen 

Brian Ward 

Born in the UK, Brian moved to 
Australia as a 23 year old in 
1966. 
 

The majority of his working life 
has been spent in the construction 
industry as acontract administra-
tor, contract manager and estima-
tor. 
 

A caravanner since 2003, and an 
ACC member since 2006, Brian, 
and wife Robyn, are devoting as 
much time as possible to being 
“on the wallaby”. 
 

In recent years Brian has been 
heavily involved in the organiz-
ing commiottees for National 
Musters and has also taken on the 
role of ACC’s Marketing Man-
ager. 
 

Earlier this year Brian was instru-
mental in setting up the “Country 
Cruisers branch, in Queensland, 
and until hes nomination to the 
Board, occupied the position of 
Branch President. 
 

Welcome to the Board, Debbie & 
Brian! 

 

ooOOoo 
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On the 29th August Vicki & I left 
Wiluna Heading east on the Gun-
barrel Hwy which is not the usual 
road to travel with a caravan.  You 
do it with great planning and care. 
We made arrangements with my 
brother Kelvin Davis at the Trans-
port Hall of Fame in Alice 
Springs. We gave him a date by 
which we had to contact him or he 
would send out a couple from that 
facility that was familiar with the 
Gunbarrel Hwy and give assis-
tance if needed, we were also car-
rying a HF wireless and are mem-
bers of the VKS Network. 
 

We decided to take the alternate 
Road via Granite Peak Station, 
Sydney Head Pass & Glenayle 
Station to Carnegie Station. This 
added another fifty kilometres to 
the trip. The road was in very 
good order it would seem that 
DEC & the indigenous peoples of 
the area are re acquiring the vari-
ous properties in the area such as 
“Lorna Glen” and “Earaheedy” . 
The Wild flowers were just com-
ing out and looked spectacular, we 
happily stopped a numerous times 
to take photos of them. 
 

The Sydney Heads Pass was a 
lovely spot with good interpreta-
tive signage set up by the local 
Indigenous community. It was a 
good camping spot with lots of 
birdlife, wild flowers, creek and 

water hole. The heads them 
selves are a conglomerate unique 
to the area. 
 

After passing Glenayle Station 
the road got a bit bony for a few 
kilometres then the road im-
proved. Along here we saw a 
herd of wild camels and not 
much else. 
 

We reached the main Carnegie 
road was by midafternoon on the 
second day, the range lands and 
the cattle were looking very well. 
Along here we came across a 
magnificent wedge tail eagle  
with shining dark brown plum-
age feeding on road kill. 
 

Soon we came to Carnegie Sta-
tion where we debated about top-

ing up with extra fuel or not due 
to the extra weight it would mean 
over the hundreds of kilometres 
of rough road to come. In the end 
we decided not to and pushed on,
( we started with 270lts). 
 

The road after Carnegie Station 
heads out into the Little Sandy 
Desert and it had been washed 
out in a few places, but the 
Wiluna Shire had put the grader 
over the road and it was ok but it 
did make us a bit edgy when we 
saw how much sand the grader 
had moved. As it turns out the 
Shire had graded the first one 
hundred & eighty kilometres and 
wasn’t too bad. We camped next 
to Mt Nossiter that night. The sun 
set and sunrise were magnificent, 
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Caravanning the Gunbarrel Highway 
Allan & Vicki Davis V00200 

The “Oval” - Anyone for a game? 



and it would appear that we were 
the only people to see them at that 
point. Though, we did hear an-
other vehicle go past about eight 
that night after that we were not to 
see or hear another soul for the 
next three and half days. (It was 
quiet.) 
 

After passing Mt Nossiter the sand 
country gives away to mulga, and 
other low scrub, spinifex grass & 
stony rises this is the Gibson De-
sert. The next morning saw us 
reaching the Oval. This is a large 
clay pan where Len Beadel’s road 
construction crew erected a set of 
goal posts on the southern side of 
the clay pan. We believe that the 
road construction crew kicked a 
football around here.   
 

Up the road a bit we came across 
a camel on the road. After stop-
ping to take more photos it would-
n’t leave the road so we followed 
it for several kms until it headed 
bush. Forty six kilometres on we 
came to the Mungilli claypans 
which were full of water. If there 
was one reason I would have can-
celled the trip it would have been 
because of rain, it would have 
been a nightmare towing a cara-
van through the red mulga country 
in the wet. I was dreading the 
thought of having to turn around 
and go back. Any way it was a n 

awesome sight to see all this wa-
ter and green grass out in the fa-
mous Gibson Desert. Alas we 
didn’t see many birds there. The 
Shire had graded a detour around 
the claypan and so we continued 
on until there was a large area of 
wild flowers where I was in-
structed to stop so as photos 
could be taken. There were Sturt 
Desert Peas, Royal Nulla Nullas, 
ground covers and more. Plenty 
for the wild flower enthusiasts. 
 

Budgerigars were in plentiful 
supply but only in small flocks 
alas, they were too swift, we 

only managed to photograph a 
few of them. 
 

After reaching the Wiluna Shire 
boundary the road deteriorated to 
a very poor condition, the norm 
became corrugations or the track 
becomes like a creek bed where 
the water had flowed of the sur-
rounding land and down the 
track. More often than not it was 
now only 1st 2nd or 3rd gear only. 
Tyres down to 25psi on the van & 
front ute tyres, the rear we left at 
35 due to the weight. 
 

Early afternoon other camels 
were sighted next to the road in-
cluding a mother and calf. Next 
was Geraldton Bore which has a 
good supply of fresh water about 
16 ft down. The bore was put 
down by the CRA Exploration in 
1987 and the hand pump supplied 
by the Geraldton Historical Club. 
 

Most of the afternoon we were 
travelling over rolling hills cov-
ered with spinifex and patches of  
low scrub (acacia and mulga) 
with this landscape in mind 32 
kms from the Geraldton bore we 
come to a lone gum tree with a 
replica of a Len Beadell Marker 
giving directions & names of his 
road construction crew. The rea-
son that the plaques are only rep-
licas is that the original were sou-
venired & Len’s family replaced 
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Nothing like a drop of rain to make the desert bloom! 

Magnificent sunsets are the order of the day—everyday! 



them with replicas. It wasn’t al-
ways easy to pick which track was 
the best one for us. Whether it be-
ing corrugations or over grown 
scrub which would scratch the 
van.  
 

On one occasion we found the 
scrub got too close so we decided 
to back out but found we had to 
trim some of the bushes before 
doing so. Next we came to Ever-
ard Junction which is the junction 
of the Gunbarrel & Gary Hwy. 
Another of the Beadell  Hwys 
built in the 1950’s to facilitate the 
recovering of rockets from the 
Woomera rocket range. Again the 
vegetation is still mainly spinifex 
and some low scrub. 
 

That evening shortly after passing 
between Mt’s Everad & Gordon 
we camped on a red buckshot hill 
in amongst the mulga trees. We 
again witnessed a magnificent 
sunset accented by smoke in the 
air from distant fires. 
 

First of September, it’s a lovely 
clear day and we are on our way 
by 9.30 am, with about 20 Km’s 
to Mt Beadell we pass more cam-
els on a alternate parallel track, 
They hardly gave us a passing 
glance. We reached Mt Beadell at 
11.30 where we climbed to the 
lookout & the Len Beadell Monu-
ment which is a Replica theodolite 
in a protective mesh cage.  
 

On a previous trip when we were 
not towing we drove to the top of 
the lookout parking area & then 
walked the last few meters, which 
is a lot easier. From Mt Beadell it 
is only 6 km’s to Camp Beadell 
which is a nice open area with 
some nice shady trees to camp 
under. The S00030 two water bores 
are no longer in use, which didn’t 
bother us as we knew that there 
was good water down the road 
about thirty klms. We had in-
tended to camp at beadell’s camp 
but as we hadn’t still seen any one 
else (very lonely.) I’m not one for 
a lot of people around but it is 
nice to know there is somebody  

there and every thing was going 
so well we pushed on to Notabi-
lis Hill. If it wasn’t for a cairn 
with the name on it you wouldn’t 
know you were on the top of 
anything. The vegetation was 
flowering heath & spinifex grass 
with views over rolling hills for 
kilometres. 
 

Only three km’s to the next wa-
ter bore & hand pump where we 
filled up our water tanks. In 2006 
we were travelling this way with 
two other vehicles and we came 
across a lone vehicle,  only one 
km from the bore where it had 
hit a pot hole  shaded by mulga 
trees and broke off the right hand 
front wheel and drive shaft.They 
had no radios or wireless of any 
kind. Really! They had to wait 
for somebody to come along to 
call for help on their behalf. A 
member of our party radioed in 
on the VKS Net Work and ar-
ranged help for them. It worked 
out well in the end with them 
only having to walk one km each 
day for water, but it could have 
been a lot different. 
 

For the next section we were 
travelling through sand hill coun-
try and hoping that we didn’t 
have to climb any. Twelve kms 
further on there is another tree 
marked by Len Beadell with 
again a replica Plaque which said 
100 miles to Warburton, 236 
miles to Giles Met Station in the 
direction we were travelling, 

Carnegie 244 miles behind us and 
a sign post across the track direct-
ing you to more water 400 meters 
to the south. Not that we needed 
any but it was nice to know it was 
there. 
 

 We had only another  eleven kms 
to the Heather Hwy but to our 
horror we found that  the road for 
the next few km’s was badly 
washed out and we had to weave 
our way through the mulga trees. 
I thought we were going to have 
to get the chainsaw out and clear 
a few trees but we got the big van 
through unscarred. 
 

Camped on the Heather Hwy that 
night to another magnificent sun-
set, feeling pleased with our 
selves for having come through 
so well that day. We had travelled 
85 kms with a  top speed 42 kph, 
and over the last three days we 
had passed the remains of eleven 
broken trailers. 
 

Next day saw us travelling down 
the Heather Hwy and the first 
thirty odd kms was rough. Wash-
outs were worst that we had ex-
perienced on the trip. After that 
we had a smooth run East via 
Warburton, Giles, the Olgas and  
Ayres Rock slowly heading  
home cleaning red dust out of 
every thing every evening. 
 

Our advice to anyone attempting 
this trip is to “Be prepared”. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Len Beadell marker on the Gunbarrel. 
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 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located 
somewhere in this magazine. If 
it’s yours, you have until Febru-
ary 29th, 2012, to contact the 
Secretary and claim your prize of 
a $20 gift voucher from Bun-
nings. Good hunting! We’re a bit 
sneaky when we insert the num-
ber, so look veeeery carefully! 
 

ooOOoo 

As a truck driver and not so grey 
nomad, I have to share my recent 
experience of my travels up the 
east coast of Queensland towing 
the van. 
 

It is somewhat disturbing that I 
have now witnessed both sides of 
the coin, and can offer some sug-
gestions to both parties on how to 
get along on the highways. 
 

It seems a lot of nomads DO NOT 
continually keep an eye on what is 
approaching from behind. This is 
a necessity for two major reasons. 
 

1) To ensure you are aware of 
what is happening behind such 
as a line of traffic building or 
large trucks trying to pass. 

2)  Being prepared to be overtaken 
by larger vehicles, as they 
have a tendency to change the 
aerodynamics of your van and 
car thus creating a hazard to 
all road users. 

On numerous occasions I heard 
over the U.H.F. a couple of trucks 
trying to pass a particular van, 
only to get frustrated when the 
van kept moving onto the centre 
white line when approaching vehi-
cles had passed. This created a 
problem for the vehicles behind to 
see around the van to ensure it 
was safe to overtake. 

Now on the other side of the coin, 
it is about time the truck drivers 
learnt to curb their language on 
the U.H.F. radio if they want some 
respect from other road users. As 
a truckie myself, I am used to the 

garbage they go on with, but it 
did make me take notice of the 
type of chatter whilst I had my 
wife in the car. I can understand 
why a lot of the older generation 
and young families with kids do 
not have the U.H.F. on, thus 
making it so much harder for 
them to know what is happening 
up and down the highway.  

As an example: On numerous 
occasions when I noticed a truck 
coming up from behind, and I 
would call him up to let him 
know I knew he was there and 
give him a passing opportunity 
when it arose. This made him 
relax as he did not have to stress 
about trying a dangerous ma-
noeuvre and when the time was 
right I called him to let him 
know I was prepared to slow 
down if needed. On every occa-
sion I received a “thank you” and 
“greatly appreciated” from these 
fellows. Remember: We are on 
holidays and they have a job to 
do!!! 
 

So in summing up: If the cara-
vaners took more notice of what 
was happening around them and 
the truckies cut out the rubbish 
talk on the radio, more and more 
travellers will be able to under-
stand the protocol for traversing 
these highways in a harmonious 
manner. 

ooOOoo 

A New Author 
 

There’s lots of talent out there 
in ACC-land. A new author—
Mick Kerwood (Q00579) has 
just had his first novel pub-
lished as an e-book. 
 

Thought it would be nice to let 
members know about it! 
 

Ed. 

Caravanners vs. Truckies… a letter to the Editor 
from Barry James (Q00431) 
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‘Typecast by Booker Wood-
man’, (by Michael J Kerwood) 
can be purchased at Amazon.com 
as an e-reader, search for 
B005KN6V28.  
 

It is categorised under murder/
mystery/suspense, but, be 
warned, it does feature some very 
colourful characters, so I would-
n’t read it to your nippers or send 
it to your aged great aunt as a 
gift. 
  

I recommend this book to any-
body who enjoys the ‘odd’ death, 
if only to gain a little understand-
ing of what to expect if they too 
become, ‘Typecast…’ 
 

Purchase your very own Kindle 
e-reader copy for the price of a 
hot drink.  $4.99US.  It has 
230,000 words, so it will last you 
several musters and many pots of 
coffee. 
 

ooOOoo 

New Victorian 
Branch 

 

A big ACC welcome to our latest 
Branch—the Victorian-based 
“ACC Mornington Peninsula 
Nomads”. 
 

Their inaugural muster will be 
held at the Blue Gums Caravan 
Park at Eildon on February 
11th—12th. All Welcome. 
 

ooOOoo 



On Tuesday 11th October, my wife 
and I joined with many other cara-
vaner’s at Bingara for the annual 
ACC muster. This was our first 
muster and subsequently resulted 
in our joining the ACC as mem-
bers. That gathering provided a 
wonderful insight into the general 
caravan club lifestyle, travelling 
as a group and providing access to 
some wonderful individuals who 
could provide a wealth of knowl-
edge on potentially any subject 
that one might care to mention. 
During the muster’s opening cere-
mony, the local Gwydir Shire 
Mayor provided a warm welcome 
to all participants, and extolled the 
many benefits and opportunities 
that both the area and the local 
communities had to offer. He also 
planted the suggestion that many 
of the older travelling fraternity 
(okay, the old fart generation 
known as grey nomads) could or 
should visit some of the local 
schools and provide students an 
insight into what their respective 
careers provided in terms of ex-
perience, knowledge and life’s 
experiences prior to them setting 
out to travel the highways and by-
ways of Australia. 
At the time, this seemed a pretty 
good idea and, subsequent to sev-
eral discussions between the 
Mayor, staff at Warialda High 
School and me, a visit was ar-
ranged for several of us to visit the 
school and impart our hard earned 
experiences on the unsuspecting 
senior students later that week. Of 
course, I mean that we were will-
ing to provide them with some 
insight into life’s working experi-
ences with the best of all good in-
tentions. 
Anyway, Thursday duly arrived 
and I was joined by Mr. Ron 
McGrice and Mr. Alan Lazarus, 
visiting the years nine and ten stu-
dents, with several other students 
from years eleven and twelve. 

Ron provided an overview of his 
30 plus years Army career, re-
calling highlights from many and 
various locations and travels, in-
cluding his time spent in and 
working with the local Cambo-
dian people. In a similar manner, 
Lazo also expounded a short in-
sight into his [albeit limited] 
Army career, and followed that 
with an intriguing overview of 
his revised career with the PMG 
(now Telstra). 
Not to be outdone, I then ex-
tolled the virtues of joining the 
RAAF and the many benefits 
that are available to the unsus-
pecting. That said, I am not sure 
that the students saw the benefits 
of visiting the ‘holiday resorts’ 
that I visited (locations that in-
cluded Somalia, Rwanda, Bos-
nia, Kuwait, Timor, etc) but I do 
think they came to realise some 
of the greater benefits that the 
military has to offer. Such bene-
fits that include: job security; 
travel and education opportuni-
ties; and the opportunity to help 
or assist those of us less fortu-
nate in frequently war torn or 
nature ravaged communal envi-
ronments’. 
Subsequent to our talks and a 
rather lengthy question and an-
swer session, we retreated (I 
mean adjourned/retired) to the 
school’s Staff Room for a short 
one-on-one session with one of 
the year 12 students. This young 
man had applied for entry to the 
ADF Academy in Canberra with 
his sights set on joining the 
RAAF, and welcomed the oppor-
tunity to ask questions of people 
who had some ‘real life’ back-
ground knowledge and experi-
ences that he could draw on in 
his preparation for a possible ca-
reer in the military. 
On behalf of Ron and Lazo, my 
thanks to the ACC, the Gwydir 
Shire Mayor and the Warialda 

High School staff for a wonderful 
visit and a super opportunity to 
chat with representatives from the 
local community. For me person-
ally, it was refreshing to speak 
with some of our potential 
“leaders of tomorrow”, and to 
speak on topics that others found 
most interesting. 
Finally, can I recommend such 
activities to the many others of 
you who had such interesting and 
varied careers, prior to your going 
on the road and spending the 
kids’ inheritances. I am sure I 
speak for the other guys when I 
say that the experience was ex-
tremely rewarding, and some-
thing that I will look forward to 
repeating somewhere and at 
sometime in the future. 

ooOOoo 

Warialda High School Visit 
Noel (Brad) Bradford (N00470) 

I can only endorse Brad’s com-
ments—this was a really worth-
while exercise, I hope we can 
see more in a similar vein in the 
future. 

Lazo 

Oh Silly You!! 
 

You went to the National Muster 
at Bingara, and you had a great 
time—catching up with old 
friends, making new ones, sank a 
few drinkies, joined in the games 
and other various activities—all 
in all a pretty good week! 
 

Then, when you were packing up, 
and perhaps distracted by the in-
evitable “bon voyages”, you mis-
takenly packed up one or two of 
the water manifolds and maybe 
one or two of the “kitchen hand” 
aprons. You silly little sausage! 
 

What? You havn’t unpacked yet! 
Well when you get around to it, 
and you happen to find the odd 
apron or manifold, would you do 
us a huge favour and pop them 
into the mail to the Secretary—
the organizers for next years 
event would really appreciate it! 
 

ooOOoo 
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If we hadn’t met Dan the Man and 
Sharon at a bush camp beside the 
Murchison River we would never 
have heard about the great station 
stay at Hamelin. 
 

Dan told us so much about the 
place that we just had to come and 
see for ourselves. He told us that 
Tasmanians John and WendyWil-
son who manage the place were 
great hosts  and asked us to say 
‘Hooroo’ for them as they left 
early and didn’t say goodbye. 
 

The property is a working sheep 
station but they have converted 
the shearers’ quarters into com-
fortable rooms for guests. 

The station is about a kilometre 

along a good unsealed road and is 
located on the Denham-Hamelin 
Tourist Road – the way you go to 
Denham and Monkey Mia about 
128 km away. 
 

Made welcome 
John is a cheerful fellow who 
makes you welcome as soon as he 
meets you. He tells you all about 
the station but in our case he was 
too late – Dan the Man had al-
ready told us all about the place. 
 

This included the ablutions that he 
rightly claimed to be of five star 
quality and the way the output 
from an artesian bore is used to 

power a generator to charge a 
battery bank. An inverter is then 
used to convert the battery power 
into 240volts although unfortu-
nately there are no powered sites 
or drinking water. The water 
from the bore fills a large scenic 
lake with ducks swimming se-
renely on it. It was a pity old sol 
stayed behind the clouds when I 
did a photo shoot. 

There is drinking water from one 
tap in the beautifully set up camp 
kitchen that lacks nothing and 
includes a large oven. 
 

A Fire to Warm You 
Next to the kitchen is a dining 
room with lovely tables and a 
fire burning each night at this 
time of the year. It was cold and 
miserable when we stayed so the 
fire was lit early. 
 

Next to the dining room is the 
BBQ area with two large barbies 
and tables and chairs – just the 
place for a party, Dan the Man 

told us. 
 

If you forgot to replenish stocks 
at a supermarket don’t worry. 
BBQ and Breakfast packs are 
available from the fridge. 
 

Close to the Famous Dolphins 
With the dolphins of Monkey 
Mia just an hour and a half away 
and being ideally positioned for a 
visit to Australia’s most western 
place at Steep Point, Hamelin 
Station makes an ideal place to 
spend a restful couple of nights or 
more. 
 

With the rates just $20/night dou-
ble or $10 single why wouldn’t 
you? I seldom find caravan parks 
that make a reduction for some-
one travelling on their own so this 
was a refreshing change. 
 

Details 
Hamelin Station Stay 
Where:Shark Bay Road, Western 
Australia 
Contact John or Wendy: Phone: 
0899485145 
E m a i l :  h a m e l i n s t a t i o n -
stay@bigpond.com 
www.hamelinstationstay.com 

ooOOoo The Shearer’s Quarters 

Immaculate ablutions facilities. 

All mod-cons in the Kitchen! 

Have You Been To? 
 

Many of us out there in ACC-land have been to some interesting and unusual places. While we usually share 
the details of such places with our friends, we are at times reluctant to put pen to paper and write a full blown 
story. The next few pages are intended for you non-story writers! Send us just one page (including piccies) 
describing a place that you think would be worth a visit. Here’s a couple to get you going - 

Hamelin Station Stay 
Lionel Mussell (V00002) 

The town of Kulin (285km east of 
Perth) in Western Australia has a 
horse racing history dating back 
to the 1920s.  In recent years the 
road out to the race track has be-
come known as The Tin Horse 
Highway as a result of the display 
of tin horses along the road.   
 

We were told about these 
“horses” early in a trip to WA, 
and as we were going to be rela-
tively near to Kulin, decided to 
detour just a little and have a  

The Tin Horse Highway 
Jan Barham (Q00029) 
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The Whroo (pronounced ‘Roo’) 
Historic Reserve is situated 
within the Rushworth State For-
est in North Eastern Victoria. 
 

The reserve takes in the old gold 
mining town of Whroo, as well 
as parts of the surrounding for-
mer goldfields.  
 

There’s lots here for the history / 
mining fanatics—old mining 
equipment, mine shafts, etc, as 
well as aboriginal sites dating 
back to well before the arrival of 
“white-fellas”, although very lit-
tle remains of the old township 
which once boasted a population 
in excess of 2,000. 

There is a basic campground 
(Greens Camp) which will take 
vans, motorhomes, etc but be 
advised that your unit should be 
ACCESS compliant particularly 
with regard to water supplies and 
waste disposal (no bins are pro-
vided so if you bring it in, take it 
out!). The reserve is also pet-
friendly. 
 

There are plenty of walking 
tracks throughout the area, be 
carefull if wandering off them as 
old mine diggings abound! 
 

The most poignant relic from the 
gold rush days is the old ceme-
tery. There are 400 souls here  

 

and some of the gravestones 
make interesting reading. The 
saddest, of course, are those that 
are now just a mound with no 
other identifying features. 
 

Look for the grave of John 
Welch, his stone reads - 
 

“Remember me as you pass by, 
As you are now, so once was I, 
As I am now so you must be, 
Prepare yourself to follow me” 
 

Not far from the cemetery is a 
rock well, a reminder of when 
this country was central to the 
lands of the Nguraiillam-
Wurrung people. 

 

Much of the town and mine areas 
have reverted to the original 
vegetation, during spring the 
natural floral displays are really 
spectacular. 
 

The reserve is administered by 
Parks Victoria, so be sure to call 
in at the kiosk and make yourself 
familiar with the local rules, par-
ticularly those that pertain to 
fires. 
 

ooOOoo 

look.  We ended up spending quite 
some time, following the 
“highway” and taking photos of 
some of the horses.  It seems more 
are built each year, and I believe 
there are now more than sixty of 

them.  There is an interesting story 
about them, which you can find 
out here   http://www.smh.com.au/
travel/activity/drives/bigger-than-
ben-horse-20090402-9ksg.html. 
 

While you are in the area, you can 
also visit their wildflower drive.  

The narrow track winds for just 
over a kilometre.  At the time of 
our visit there was a wattle tree in 
bloom at the start of the track. 
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Whroo Historic Reserve 
Alan Lazarus (V00012) 

Part of the old Balaclava mine 

Grave of an unknown pioneer in 
the Whroo Cemerery. 

Aboriginal rock well. 
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The topic of caravan weights 
comes up often when caravanners 
get together. Of course there is 
nothing wrong with gaining some 
additional knowledge. However, 
the sad part is that weights should 
never be an issue. The fact that it 
often is, says much about the in-
dustry. After all, does anyone ever 
check the compliance plate on 
their car? 
 

Trailers made after 1989 must 
have a 17-digit Vehicle Identifica-
tion Number (VIN) stamped on a 
substantial part of the trailer or on 
a plate which also should display 
the following: 
ο manufacturer’s name, date 

of manufacture & trailer 
model (if applicable) 

ο aggregate trailer mass - 
ATM (refer definition be-
low) 

ο  tyre and rim data (i.e. rim 
size, tyre size, tyre load rat-
ing and recommended tyre 
pressure 

ο The statement “This trailer 
was manufactured to comply 
with the applicable Austra-
lian Design Rules”. 

Astute readers will have noticed 
that there is no mention of Tare, 
GTM or Axle Group Load Capac-
ity in the list above. Australian 
Design Rules (ADRs) only require 
the ATM to be provided. Of 
course, other information can be 
useful, particularly when deter-
mining how much can be put in or 
on a trailer. Examine a trailer 
other than a caravan and you’ll 
notice that generally only the 
ATM appears. 
 

The ‘Tare’ refers to the weight of 
the caravan as it leaves the fac-
tory. It doesn’t include water or 

gas but does include any acces-
sories ordered by the customer. 
These days most new caravans 
have items like the air condi-
tioner, awning, TV, etc., fitted at 
the time of manufacturer. Some 
years ago often the dealer would 
add the accessories. This meant 
that these were not included in 
the Tare but came out of the 
amount of content or payload 
allowance. 
 

The Aggregate Trailer Mass 
(ATM) is a statement by the 
manufacturer as to the maximum 
or total amount of weight permit-
ted when the trailer is loaded and 
unhitched from the tow vehicle. 
It would be realistic to assume 
that in determining the ATM the 
caravan manufacturer considers 
the strength of the chassis, the 
carrying capacity of the suspen-
sion and load rating of the tyres. 
But with caravans that is not the 
case. Most manufacturers simply 
add 300kg to the Tare of a single 
axle caravan and 400kg to the 
Tare of a tandem unit to obtain 
the ATM. And by doing this they 
are being less than helpful to the 
customer. 
 

The Recreational Vehicle Manu-
facturers Association of Austra-
lia (RVMAA) sometimes re-
ceives a bit of criticism when it 
comes to monitoring the various 
aspects of manufacture. But to 
give credit where it is due, in re-
gard to the amount of allowable 
content or payload in a caravan 
they try to do the right thing. 
 

The RVMAA’s Code of Practice 
& Construction Standards states, 
in regard to Minimum Payloads 
– “All vehicles should be de-
signed to allow for a payload of 
at least 300kg on single axle ve-
hicles and 400kg on tandem ax-
les vehicles. Additional payload 
can be provided for, but these 
figures are the minimum to be 

provided in the design of these 
vehicles.” 
 

Note: In technical and legal ter-
minology, a trailer is also a vehi-
cle, albeit a non-motorised one. 
 

So why do most caravans only 
offer 300kg for a single axle unit 
and 400kg for a tandem? This 
writer’s cynical view is that 
manufacturers don’t read the 
Code of Practice or the RVMAA 
doesn’t give it enough priority 
when it comes to ensuring that 
the manufacturers do the right 
thing and offer owners a reason-
able payload. 
 

What about Gross Trailer Mass 
(GTM)? Like the ATM, it is a 
statement by the manufacturer in 
regard to the maximum that is 
allowed to be supported by the 
caravan wheels. Most caravan 
chassis will have a separate plate 
attached (see below) by the chas-
sis manufacturer which gives the 
GTM. Compare this number with 
that stated as GTM on the trailer 
or compliance plate and in most 
cases you’ll find a big discrep-
ancy. 
 

There are also those who will tell 
you that if you subtract the Tare 
from the GTM you’ll get the ball 
weight. What rubbish! We can 
have three caravans with the 
same dimensions and features but 
one has the kitchen at the front, 
another at the rear and the third 
with the kitchen in the centre. 
The Tare and GTM is likely to be 
similar for all three but the ball 
weights can be significantly dif-
ferent. 
 

And how does the manufacturer 
comes up with the GTM? There 

A Weighty Matter 
Tom Olthoff (S00016) 
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are a few different approaches. 
Some add the payload onto the 
Tare, take 10% of the total and 
deduct this from the ATM to pro-
vide the GTM. Take a tandem 
with a Tare of 2000kg. The ATM 
would be 2400kg. Ten percent of 
this is 240kg. Subtract 240kg from 
2400kg and the result is 2160kg. 
The chassis manufacturer’s GTM 
figure is likely to be 2800kg. 
 

Another approach is to determine 
the unladen or empty ball load and 
subtract this from the ATM to 
provide the GTM. Whichever 
method is used, it is hard to 
fathom out or justify why a cara-
van manufacturer would offer a 
GTM that is several hundred kilo-
grams less than that allowed by 
the chassis manufacturer. The 
chassis manufacturer’s GTM fig-
ure usually appears on the compli-
ance plate as ‘Axle/ Axle Group 
Load Capacity’. 
 

With most tandem caravans it 
should be possible to provide a 
payload of 500kg-700kg, some-
times even more if the axle group 
capacity is up to it. 
 

A plate like the one above can be 
found on most caravans. It will 
generally be from G&S Chassis or 
Preston Chassis – the two major 
manufacturers. This one was lo-
cated on the drawbar of a 20ft en-
suite caravan. The plate fixed to 
the inside of the front boot is 
shown below. 

Note that the Axle Load Capacity 
is given as 2900kg which corre-
sponds with the GTM on G&S 
plate. However the GTM above is 
2240kg. The payload is 400kg 
(ATM minus Tare). So why can’t 
the payload be more you ask?  

A very good question! 
 

I should stress that I have not 
singled out any one particular 
manufacturer. Many do it wrong. 

In the example on page 18) the 
GTM is 2540kg while the Axle 
Group Load Capacity is 3200kg. 
Theoretically the payload could 
be 800kg (3200kg minus the 
Tare).  

been retyped for clarity) 
 

So what can you do as a customer 
or owner? When ordering a cara-
van tell the dealer that you want 
at least 600kg of payload. With 
tandem vans this should be easy 
to achieve but with some single 
axle vans you may need to settle 
for 300kg. Always check out the 
difference between the ATM and 
Tare. 
 

With existing caravans it is possi-
ble to have another plate issued 
with more user friendly numbers. 
This assumes of course that the 
difference between the chassis 
manufacturer’s GTM and the ac-
tual Tare is great enough to allow 
an increase in payload. It may be 
necessary to jump up and down a 
bit before the dealer/manufacturer 
will come to the party. They may 
well say things like ‘it is illegal’, 
‘it will affect the insurance’ or 
‘the police will be after you’. All 
this is simply another way of say-

Even more if you added the 
amount supported by the towball. 
However, it would be wise to 
have a bit in reserve so a payload 
of 600 would be reasonable and 
an improvement on the 400kg 
currently given. (numbers have 
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Special Places  
Competition 

 

Share your special place with 
your fellow members and receive 
a B.E.S.T. water filter as a re-
ward for your efforts if it is pub-
lished. Yes, that’s correct,—
Colin Hopgood has generously 
donated a water filter to be 
awarded to the contributor  of the 
Special Place article published in 
each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—If you are includ-
ing items that have been taken 
from someone else’s work please 
ensure that you have their per-
mission to do so. Photos will 
help—please submit them in .jpg 
format, 300 dpi is the ideal reso-
lution, and don’t forget to in-
clude some captions so that we 
know what they are all about. 
 

Submit your written article, 300 
to 500 words is ideal, however 
longer submissions will also be 
considered.V00020 
 

All articles submitted will be re-
tained and reviewed for each edi-
tion of the Nomad. In submitting 
an article or photos for consid-
eration you agree that the club 
may edit and publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be 
submitted to the Editor via email:   
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au, 
or by mail to the club postal ad-
dress. 

ooOOoo 

Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

ing that they are not on your side. 
 

If in doubt as to the accuracy or 
the Tare, request a certificate from 
a licensed weighbridge. Person-
ally I usually have a question 
mark pop up when the numbers 
stated are nice round figures, e.g., 
2200kg. It is worth noting that 
there is no point in negotiating a 
higher payload if the ATM fin-
ishes up being higher than the 
towing capacity of the car. 
 

And one final criticism. Check out 
the recommended tyre pressure on 
the first trailer plate. It is 450kPa.  

At this pressure the combined load 
carrying capacity for the 195x15 
tyres is 3600kg.  

Yet they only need to support 
2240kg (GTM). The result would 
be a somewhat harsh ride. In 
their wisdom the manufacturer 
takes the information off the tyre 
sidewall instead of calculating 
what the pressure should be for a 
particular caravan. 
 

Allowing for a bit in reserve let’s 
assume that each tyre carries 
about 600kg. To achieve this 
load carrying capacity, the infla-
tion pressure only needs to be 
280kPa (40psi) for this particular 
van. 
 

Now go and weigh up your situa-
tion and you’ll have more to dis-
cuss next you join others around 
the campfire. 

 

FaSt needs members to be Hosts 
to the travelling members who 
want to use FaSt as Guests. If you 
have a suitable block of land for 
Caravan Camping and are inter-
ested in helping out, please con-
tact Tom Smith on 0267 233 303 
o r  e ma i l  T o m a t  t h i s -
tlebank@bigpond.com for more 
information. 
If you have a property that you 
could make available for members 
under the FAST Scheme just 
download the FAST Host Form, 
fill it in and send it to Tom at this-
tlebank@bigpond.com 
If you are an ACC member inter-
ested at staying at one of our 
FAST properties just download 
the FAST Guest Form, fill it in 
and send it to Tom at this-
tlebank@bigpond.com 

Current Hosts: 
 

1. Davis at Beechworth (Vic) 
Not a large area, but safe free place to 
use as a base for exploring the local 
area. Water tap and fireplace (in sea-
son).  
 

2. Lower Heart (Vic) 
Farm walks,Cattle feeding. Port of Sale. 
Historic Swing Bridge. Sale Board 
Walk. RAAF Base East Sale home of 
The Roulettes. Sale Art Gallery Home 
of Annemeike Mein Textile Artist.  
 

3. Port Curtis (Qld) 
There’s plenty to see and do in Rock-
hampton, either visit the city and stroll 
along the ‘river walk’ and Quay St or 
take up trip up the mountain to the his-
torical gold mining town of Mount 
Morgan.  
 

4. Cams at Tamworth (NSW) 
Visitors and their rigs must comply 
with ACCESS guidelines. Safe camp-
fires allowed. Walking, fishing (Peel 
River) and bird watching  
 

5. Thistlebank (NSW) 
Water available from farmhouse, no 
power. Visitors and their rigs must 
comply with ACCESS guidelines.Grey 
water can go onto the ground. 
Safe campfires allowed.  

ooOOoo 

ACC Farm Stay 
Scheme (FaSt) 

(Tom Smith) 

http://www.australiancaravanclub.com.au/Documents/ACC_FArm_STay_Host.pdf�
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Items from the 2011 Annual General Meeting 
AUSTRALIAN CARAVAN 

CLUB LIMITED 
MINUTES 

 

Of the 2011 Annual General 
Meeting which was held at The 

‘Roxy’ Theatre, 
74 Maitland Street, Bingara NSW, 

on October 15th, 2011. 
 

1. Meeting opened at 1.30 pm. 
Mr. L. Mussell in the Chair. 
 

2. Present – 107 Member Units as 
per Attendance Register (Refer to 
Attachment 1). 
 

3. Apologies – were received from 
Mr. D. Carstairs, Mr. D. Payton, 
and Mrs. J. Beausang. 
 

4. Minutes of the 2010 Annual 
General Meeting were received, 
and adopted on the Motion of Mr. 
R. Garrett, Seconded Mr. N. 
McInnes, Carried unanimously. 
 

5. Business Arising from the 2010 
minutes – Nil. 
 

6. The Chairman’s Report (Refer 
to Attachment 2) was received, 
and adopted on the Motion of Mr. 
L. Mussell, Seconded Mr. V. 
Paggett, Carried unanimously. 
 

7. Director’s and Financial State-
ments, having previously been 
distributed to all members via 
“The Nomad”, were adopted on 
the Motion of Mr. D. Hale, Sec-
onded Mr. G. Karsai, Carried 
unanimously. 
 

8. The Secretary’s Report (Refer 
to Attachment 3) was received, 
and adopted on the Motion of Mr. 
A. Lazarus, Seconded Mr. B. 
Hodgson, Carried unanimously. 
 

9. Proposed Fees – no change was 
proposed. 
 

10. Election of Incoming Direc-
tors – as required by the Constitu-
tion two Directors positions be-
come vacant at this meeting, these 
being the positions currently occu-
pied by Mssrs. T. Smith and A. 
Lazarus. Mr. T. Smith has renomi-
nated for his position and, there 

being no other nominations, was 
re-elected to the Board. There 
were no nominations received 
for the position occupied by Mr. 
Lazarus thus the position will 
become vacant and the Board 
will take appropriate action, at a 
later date, under the “Casual Va-
cancy” provisions of the Club 
Constitution. 
 

11. Special Resolutions. Five 
Special Resolutions were pro-
posed, details of which were pre-
viously circulated to all members 
via the Spring 2011 edition of 
“The Nomad”. 
 

Special Resolution 1 – Moved 
Mr G. Karsai, Seconded Mr. B. 
Barnwell that the Constitution of 
the Australian Caravan Club be 
amended to open Ordinary Mem-
bership to the owners of all 
classes of Recreational Vehicles, 
whether towed or self-propelled. 
Verbal statement in favour was 
provided by Mr. Karsai. Voting 
results In Favour – 111 (5 by 
proxy), Against 3 (2 by proxy). 
Motion Carried. 

 

Special Resolution 2 – Moved 
Mr. D. Ongley, Seconded Mr. D. 
Hale that the Constitution of the 
Australian Caravan Club be 
amended such that the objects of 
the club reflect an RV base. Vot-
ing results In Favour – 112 (5 by 
proxy), Against – 2 (by proxy). 
Motion Carried. 
 

Special Resolution 3 – Moved 
Mr. J. Henwood, Seconded Mr. 
V. Burgess that the Constitution 
of the Australian Caravan Club 
be amended so as to redefine the 
Associate Member classification. 
Voting results In Favour 112 (5 
by proxy), Against – 2 (by 
proxy). Motion Carried. 
 

Special Resolution 4 – Moved 
Mr. J. Henwood, Seconded Mr. 
M. Plumb that the Constitution 
of the Australian Caravan Club 
be amended to define the mem-

bership rights of individual mem-
bers that form part of a family 
unit. A verbal statement in favour 
was made by Mr. Henwood. Vot-
ing Results In Favour – 110 (5 by 
proxy), Against 4 (2 by proxy). 
Motion Carried. 
 

Special Resolution 5 – Moved 
Mr. C. Humphrey, Seconded Mr. 
K. Rowe  that the Constitution of 
the Australian Caravan Club be 
amended to increase the number 
of Directors to 6 (six). Mr. Hum-
phrey spoke in favour of the reso-
lution, Mssrs Paggett and Karsai 
spoke against the resolution. Vot-
ing Results In Favour – 7 (5 by 
proxy), Against 107 (2 by proxy). 
Motion Lost. 
 

12. It was Moved by Mr. L. Mus-
sell, Seconded Mr. A. Lazarus 
that the outstanding contribution 
made to the development of the 
Australian Caravan Club by Mr. 
B. Konemann be formally recog-
nised by the awarding of Hona-
rary Life Membership to Mr. 
Konemann. Speakers in favour 
were Mr. Mussell and Mrs. Ca-
terer. Carried unanimously. 
 

13. There being no further busi-
ness the meeting closed at 2.38 
pm. 
 

ooOOoo 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
TO THE 2011  

ACC  ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 

This is our fifth AGM and I’ve 
been privileged to be your Chair-
man during those first five years. 
Unfortunately I was only able to 
be with you cyberly (is that a 
word?) last year but my health 
problem is now behind me thank 
goodness. 
 

During my time in the chair it has 
been my pleasure to work with a 
dedicated team of Directors and I 
want to say a big thank you to 
them for their hard work and co-
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operation during that time. 
 

Changes for the Board 
Two directors have come to the 
end of their terms and one, Vice-
Chairman Tom Smith, has re-
nominated for re-election. 
 

Our fantastic Secretary and No-
mad Editor, Alan Lazarus has put 
in three years of incredibly hard 
work but now feels it’s time for 
someone else to take over the on-
erous role of Secretary although 
he will act as assistant secretary 
and continue editing The Nomad. 
With the role now split Craig 
Humphrey will become our Secre-
tary. 
 

Our association as Chairman and 
Secretary has been more than just 
as office bearers of a great club 
but has developed into a close 
friendship – Lazo and Deirdrie are 
now on my best friends list. 
 

With the expiry of Lazo’s term as 
Director and with only one nomi-
nation received we are one short 
of the required six directors so 
your Board will co-opt a new Di-
rector as per the Constitution at 
the next Board Meeting. 
 

Which brings me to my own posi-
tion. As most of you know, I now 
use a small motorhome and will 
be ineligible to remain a full 
member and office bearer once the 
twelve months grace has expired 
next Easter. I feel it would be 
wrong to continue as Chairman 
during that time and will resign 
during the next Board meeting. 
This will leave another vacancy 
for the Board to fill and fortu-
nately we have two excellent can-
didates waiting in the wings. 
 

Our Vice-Chairman, Tom Smith, 
who ran the AGM so well last 
year in my absence, and has 
headed this Muster Committee, 
will move up to become our 
Chairman. I know he will do an 
excellent job. 
 

Membership 
Unfortunately our membership 
has not grown in the way we 

would have liked this year due to 
a couple of factors: We didn’t 
attend caravan shows which had 
been our best avenue for recruit-
ing and our Insurance Scheme 
agreement expired and we have-
n’t been able to get a suitable 
replacement despite strenuous 
efforts by the Board. 
 

The Membership Team set up 
after the AGM last year did a lot 
of work and mailed out applica-
tion forms to all members with a 
plea to use them to enlist new 
members. The result was not out-
standing and resulted in only 38 
new members directly attribut-
able to the mail out. 
 

We took part in the new Border 
Caravan Expo and Rob Tudor 
and his team signed up 18 new 
members during the three days 
and gave out a stack of applica-
tion forms. Some of these have 
started coming in so the net re-
sult will be more than the eight-
een – great stuff Rob and your 
team. Thanks. 
 

We are about to get back into 
caravan show participation with 
the Sydney City Slickers offering 
to run a stand at Rosehill. We 
have accepted their offer with 
pleasure in light of our Border 
experience. There have been no 
decisions on other shows but if 
volunteers  come forward to run 
them. there is a great opportunity 
for getting our name out there 
before the RVing public again. 
 

Unfortunately some members 
don’t renew and our gains have 
been somewhat dampened by 
resignations and non-renewals so 
our total membership is fairly 
static. We will need to address 
this as a priority this coming 
year. 
 

Branches 
Our branches are our lifeblood 
and few resignations or non-
renewals come from members 
who have enjoyed the friendship 
and camaraderie of branch mem-
bership. 

Unfortunately we lost two 
branches during the year – the 
Troppo Trekkers never really got 
off the ground and their first mus-
ter was also their last. The Fraser 
Coasters Branch was in decline 
so the remaining members de-
cided to join the Wide Bay Bur-
nett branch that covers roughly 
the same area. 
 

On the plus side we have a new 
branch in the Brisbane Valley 
thanks to the work of Directors 
Craig and Jenny. Congratulations 
to President Brian Ward and the 
new Country Cruisers Branch. 
 

Another branch for the Morning-
ton Peninsula in Victoria  should 
become a reality before the end of 
the year. Fourteen members have 
already indicated their interest 
and approval has been given by 
the Board for the formation. 
 

I have volunteered to initiate pro-
ceeding to start a new branch in 
the Albury/Wodonga area after 
Christmas as a number of the new 
members up there showed interest 
in a local branch when they 
joined. 
 

Tagalongs 
I was privileged to have been part 
of the first ever ACC tagalong 
tour organised by the Sunshine 
Nomads and I’ve been delighted 
to see these take off and become 
popular as they are such a won-
derful way of enjoying fun and 
fellowship with fellow members. 
 

There have been several this year 
and I was again pleased to have 
taken part in my second tag with 
the Moreton Bay Drifters. We 
had 9 Drifter couples, a Sunshine 
Nomad pair, me from the Gipp-
sland Gypsies, at Iluka a pair of 
Sydney City Slickers joined us 
for happy hour on two nights and 
two people from the Gold Coast 
Gadabouts spent happy hour with 
us at Inverell. This was a great 
example of how members from 
different branches can freely mix 
and broaden their horizons and 
form new frienships. 
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Finances 
Our financial whiz kid, Treasurer 
Rob, will present the Financial 
Statements later but his tight hold 
of the financial reins has seen us 
amass a healthy balance to keep 
the wolf from the door and allow 
us to look at ways to benefit mem-
bers. 
 

We have been able to use a Dis-
abled Workshop to sort and pack-
age The Nomad and this has been 
a great help. 
 

Another innovation has been us-
ing a lady to handle mailings of 
new member packs and renewals. 
Again this has reduced the load 
for both Secretary and Treasurer. 
 

Hopefully we will be able to use 
more outside assistance as our 
membership increases and the 
workload becomes greater. 
 

Website 
Our website, under Robs skilful 
guidance, has continued to be a 
very useful tool for sharing ideas 
and keeping in touch with mem-
bers on the move. Fortunately this 
year we haven’t seen the bicker-
ing, carping from wingers and 
naysayers that has marred the fo-
rum in previous times although 
occasionally the Board has had to 
duck to dodge brickbats – often 
based on a lack of knowledge. 
 

We still have people who believe 
the website and forum should be 
our communication channel with 
our membership despite the fact 
that the number of members using 
the site is just a small percentage 
of total membership. The Nomad 
remains our main communication 
tool and I look forward to the day 
when our membership warrants a 
monthly publication. 
 

Club Shop 
I don’t believe anyone would dis-
agree when I say that Ces Caterer 
is doing a great job with the shop. 
The range of items available here 
at the muster is testimony to his 
valuable work. He’s increased the 
range of goods on offer and has 
constantly emailed the Board with 

new ideas. Great stuff Ces – 
thanks. 
 

Marketing 
Brian Ward took over this role 
and has been doing a sterling job 
getting advertisements for the 
Nomad, and obtaining sponsor-
ships for this muster. Brian never 
says, “I’m too busy,”  - he just 
gets on with it. 
 

Budget Camping 
Tom Smith has been looking af-
ter this and as a person who en-
joys camping in wild unstruc-
tured places from time to time, 
he knows what budget camping 
is all about. He fully endorsed 
the letter I wrote to Channel 
Seven about the insulting re-
marks by host, Frankie J Holden. 
and himself wrote to the Tasma-
nian Tourism Minister about the 
directive to four local councils to 
stop competing with local cara-
van parks. The caravan park 
lobby is alive and very well! 
 

Tom has also been lobbying 
NSW Ministers about the high 
cost of registering an RV in 
NSW compared with other 
States. 
 

FaSt 
Tom has also been responsible 
for starting our Farm Stay 
Scheme (FaSt) and although still 
in it’s infancy, I believe it will be 
a valuable asset for members. 
We need more hosts so if you 
have some spare ground that 
could make overnight stays for 
fellow members possible, let 
Tom know. 
 

National Muster Committee 
What can I say? Have you en-
joyed the muster up to now? Of 
course you have - and it’s 
thanks to Tom Smith and his 
great team who have been 
working solidly for the past 
twelve months to make this 
muster a success. 
 

Future National Musters 
The Gippsland Gypsies are to 
host the 2012 National Muster at 
Mallacoota in East Gippsland  

and Gypsies here today will be 
pleased to tell you about this de-
lightful part of Victoria. 
 

We are in the happy position of 
knowing where the following Na-
tional Musters will be held and 
our hosts will be the Sydney City 
Slickers at Nowra in 2013. Deb-
bie and her fellow members are 
here today and will also have 
plenty of info to share. 
 

After that we will be heading to 
Lucindale in South Australia for 
the 2014 National Muster. 
 

I guess we should be looking at 
WA, Tassie or back to Queen-
sland for 2015 – any and all sub-
missions welcome. 
 

Special Resolutions 
Most of the Special Resolutions 
that we will vote on a little later 
in the meeting are a result of de-
liberations held at a face to face 
Board Meeting earlier this year. 
They are put up for members to 
decide if it’s the way you want us 
to go and a 75% majority of 
members entitled to vote either 
here in person or by proxy sent to 
the secretary, will decide the fate 
of each resolution. 
 

I must emphasise that a vote 
against a resolution is in no way a 
vote against the Board - it’s 
YOUR decisions. 
 

Finally 
I want to repeat what a satisfying 
and memorable experience it’s 
been to lead this club for the past 
five and a bit years. When I took 
over the chair we had no branches 
and few members and it has been 
rewarding to see the ACC grow 
and prosper. 
 

I believe we are on the brink of 
great things and with new blood 
on our Board, I’m sure we will 
soon experience a growth in 
membership, member benefits 
and lobbying activity. 
 

Thanks for your trust. 
 

Lionel 
 

ooOOoo 
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Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an Email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

AUSTRALIAN CARAVAN 
CLUB 

 

2011 ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 

Secretary’s Report 
 

The 2010/11 year has been a very 
mixed bag for the club! We have 
enjoyed some wins and endured 
some losses, but then we are still 
on the scene and becoming better 
known in the caravanning com-
munity. 
 

Membership has continued to 
grow, although at a very slow rate. 
Contributing factors include non-
participation in shows and low 
renewal rates – particularly with 
non-Branch members. This de-
spite the great work done by the 
Sunshine Nomads in putting to-
gether a Membership Develop-
ment Plan, and interim Member-
ship Recruitment Drive. Neil 
Prideaux and Jim Henwood and 
their teams are to be applauded for 
the time and effort that they put 
into these exercises.  
 

Happily our attendance at shows 
is to be resumed – providing that 
members provide the necessary 
workforce (eg the Sydney branch 
has offered to work the next Syd-
ney caravan Show). Also the 
Membership Development Plan 
contained a number of recommen-
dations, some of which have con-
tributed to the special resolutions 
to be voted on today. Other rec-
ommendations have resulted in 
the Board making an approach to 
professional organisations to assist 
us in building our membership – 
A “Request for Proposal” docu-
ment has been prepared (By Craig 
Humphrey) and will be issued to 
the industry in the very near fu-
ture.  
 

Work is well under way on the 
FaSt scheme for independent 
camping and also the formation of 
an ACC Standards Compliance 
Group which will be charged with 
lobbying the caravan construction 
industry whenever caravan quality 
and safety issues are identified. 

Note that neither of these plans 
will amount to much without 
your involvement! 
 

Our Branches continue to be the 
backbone of the club, their mem-
bership continues to grow and 
the branch network continues to 
expand – this can only be a good 
thing and will continue to be pro-
moted by the Board for the bene-
fit of all members. 
 

The provision of a new  Member 
Insurance Scheme has also 
proven to be a great challenge. 
Several brokers and underwriters 
have been approached, so far to 
no avail. Although the search 
continues, until we have suffi-
cient membership numbers (or 
some other factor) that make us 
an attractive proposition for an 
insurer I fear that we will con-
tinue to to be met with a negative 
response. Certain actions are be-
ing taken in regard to our previ-
ous insurers in an effort to re-
cover commissions which are 
owed by them to the ACC. 
 

During the year your Directors 
attendance at Board meetings has 
been exemplary, with virtually 
all meetings having a full atten-
dance.  
 

After serving as a Director/
Secretary for the requisite term I 
have decided not to renominate 
for a further term. Normally this 
would be a disruptive event how-
ever a robust succession plan has 
been put in place which will re-
sult in a seamless changeover of 
the Secretarial role, and the re-
sultant Board vacancy will pro-
vide an opportunity for a fresh 
outlook to be employed for the 
benefit of the club as a whole. 
 

I have enjoyed working on the 
Board – they are a dedicated and 
hard working group that seldom 
get the recognition and help that 
they deserve. I commend them to 
you, and in doing so may I put in 
a special plea? From time to time 
the Board will be calling on 
members for help, guidance and 

assistance - when such calls are 
made could I ask that instead of 
nominating reasons why you 
can’t participate, that you identify  
the factors that will enable you do 
so. 
 

The ACC is not the Board – they 
are caretakers only – the ACC is 
its members, without whose par-
ticipation and support there is no 
ACC! Understandably the whole 
board is somewhat disappointed 
when calls for participation in the 
Board itself, or committees, does 
not receive member support – 
please, in future, give such calls 
some thought. 
 

For the future I will continue to 
be associated with the Board as 
an assistant to the incoming Sec-
retary and secretariat, and with 
the Boards approval continue my 
work with the Nomad. I am proud 
of, and look forward to, my con-
tinuing association with this great 
organisation. 
 

Alan Lazarus 
ooOOoo 
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Dramatic Changes to ACC  
Constitution 
 

In a history making move the 
Australian Caravan Club has 
opened its ranks to all RVers. (An 
RV is a Recreational Vehicle) 
 

At the fifth Annual General Meet-
ing of the club held recently at 
Bingara in NSW, a resolution was 
carried that now makes member-
ship available to anyone who 
owns a Recreational Vehicle 
whether it be a camper-trailer, 
caravan, fifth-wheeler, campervan 
or motorhome. 
 

Another sweeping change saw full 
voting rights given to both mem-
bers of a couple – effectively dou-
bling the number of members to 
around 2,500. 
 

In two new initiatives, a group for 
people travelling on their own was 
formed called ACC Lone Trek-
kers and a team called the Techni-
cal Advisory Group (TAG) is be-
ing set up to investigate all aspects 
of RV safety. 
 

Truly National 
 

With branches in every Mainland 
State and more in the pipeline, the 
ACC is a truly National body with 
a role of not only promoting social 
activities for members but of car-
rying out lobbying to protect the 
rights of all RVers. This includes 
approaches to Councils and other 
bodies when attacks are made on 
free or budget camping. 
 

Changes to the Board of  
Directors 
 

After five years at the helm, Cara-
van World’s ‘On the Wallaby’ 
columnist, Lionel Mussell, has 
stepped down and his successor is 
NSW Grazier Tom Smith. New 
Directors Debbie Cohen from 

Sydney and Brian Ward from 
Queensland join Tom while 
Craig Humphries has taken over 
the role of Secretary. Former 
Secretary Alan Lazarus while not 
a director will still be vitally in-
volved as Assistant Secretary. 
 

New Chairman, Tom Smith, 
says, “ With new team and con-
stitutional changes, I feel the 
Australian Caravan Club is 
poised to become one of the 
leading players in the RV scene.” 
He went on to commend the 
work of the previous Chairman, 
Lionel Mussell, and Secretary, 
Alan Lazarus. “The efforts of 
these two people has given us a 
great foundation to build on and 
I thank them for it.” 
 

Action Packed Muster 
 

About 250 ACC Members gather 
for the action packed Muster at 
Bingara from the 11th to the 16th 
of October. 
 

Besides a variety of talented 
speakers on subjects ranging 
from Tips, Tricks and Security 
on the Road, Fishing Tips, Com-

puters on the Road, Legal Issues 
and Sharing the Road with 
Trucks, there were a number of 
social activities including a 
Boules Competition, tours to a 
farm and to Copeton Dam. 
 

In addition there were Line  

Dancing sessions, Craft Groups, a 
Hamburger Night, Trivia and 
Charades. 
 

There was great support for a 
Blue Ribbon Afternoon Tea that 
raised more than $600 for the 
Anti Cancer Council and a 
speaker from the local hospital 
outlined the risks of different 
kinds of cancer. 
 

A Lighter Note 
 

 After the serious business of the 
Annual General Meeting, the In-
verell Male Choir gave a lovely 
recital of old favorites before a 
session called ‘Conversations 
with the Board’. 
 

The Saturday evening concluded 
with a dinner provided by the 
great ACC Catering Team and 
country music from a great band 
led by ACC member Vince 
Pagett. 
 

Huge Raffle 
 

After a communal breakfast on 
the Sunday morning, came the 
raffle drawing. Generous local 
businesses and RV Industry trad-

ers donated a wonderful selection 
of prizes and the drawing kept 
everyone’s attention on their 
ticket numbers. 
 

The organising team led by Tom 
Smith did a fantastic job putting it 
all together. 

What went on at 
Bingarra? 

 

Probably best summed up in the 
following media release issued by 
Lionel Mussell— 

Well attended events, and lots of smiles, were the order of the day at 
the Bingarra Muster. 
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Next Year 
 

Next year’s National Muster will 
be at Mallacoota in Victoria and 
work has already begun by the 
organisers to make it another great 
event. 
 

ooOOoo 

swimming areas for children. 
• Bush and coastal walking 

tracks 
• Wildlife watchers paradise 

(whales, seals, dolphins and 
over 280 species of birds). 

• Visit Gabo island known for 
its historic pink granite light 
house and experience the 
natural setting of the largest 
colony of penguins in Victo-
ria. 

• Visit Gypsy Point known for 
its friendly kangaroo popula-
tion. 

 

Check the Web-site for updates. 
See You There! 
 

ooOOoo 

MoTOURing Australia has been 
able to create a united and co-
ordinated approach to the many 
issues that face this sector of the 
tourism market. 
 

The evolution of modern RVs 
and the expectations of their users 
have outpaced the capabilities 
and willingness of the traditional 
camping industry to satisfy grow-
ing demand. The newer genera-
tion of RV tourists are seeking an 
experience that offers freedom of 
choice along with new options to 
satisfy their desires. 
 

RV tourists are looking for a 
unique experience; something 
more than the average tourist. 
They are now seeking a cultural, 
social and environmental adven-
ture that is unique to regional 
Australia. It is critical that the 
demands of those wishing to ex-
plore Australia in a modern RV 
are matched by facilities devel-
oped to meet those needs in a re-
sponsible and sustainable manner. 
 

Review of the Consultation 
Draft 
 

The consultation draft raises these 
issues of concern: 
 

• Complaints to the Office of the 
Tasmanian Economic Regulator 
by four privately operated cara-
van parks constitutes only 3.6% 
of the 107 caravan parks across 
the state; ACC believes that the 
interests of this minority is be-
ing put ahead of the Tasmanian 
RV tourism industry as a whole 
and will undoubtedly be detri-
mental of small business across 
the state. The Competitive Neu-
trality Regulation (CNR) was 
introduced primarily for large 
contracts and tenders, of (10 
million plus) that Government 
was tendering/entering into and 
was not aimed at the operations 
of Caravan Parks and camping 
areas. We question the use of 
CNR in this area we believe it 
should be the Local Authorities 
who make the decisions in the 

Mallacoota 
Mallacoota is a beautiful holiday 
and fishing town located in the 
most east corner of Victoria. 
Q u a i n t l y  r e t a i n i n g  i t s 
'undeveloped' charm, the town's 
remoteness has made it popular as 
a quiet seaside experience in an 
area surrounded by forests, se-
cluded beaches and pristine water-
ways. 
Croajingolong National Park em-
braces the village and extends for 
over 100 kilometres along the wil-
derness coast of the region. 
There are a number of lighthouses 
nearby, the most prominent being 
built in 1862 on the granite out-
crop of Gabo Island, 13 kilome-
tres off the coast of Mallacoota. 
Mallacoota Inlet captivates with 
its shimmering lakes, rivers, quiet 
beaches and forests - the Top 
Lake, Bottom Lake, little inlets, 
cliffs, beaches and mountains of-
fer innumerable places to explore, 
boat, fish, walk, paint/photograph 
the scenery or simply sit and 
watch the wildlife, flora and sun-
sets. 
Mallacoota is a most relaxing 
place to holiday or stopover free 
from the intense holiday crowds 
found elsewhere. 

Attractions 
• Numerous places to explore. 
• Lake and ocean fishing. 
• Water skiing, surfing reef div-

ing, snorkelling and safe 

Mallacoota 2012 
 

A small taste of what we can ex-
pect at next year’s AGM and Na-
tional Muster. 

From the Lobbying 
Front 

 

You will no doubt be aware of 
the attack on Budget Camping 
that is taking place in Tasmania 
at present. 
 
Following is the ACC response: 

The Honourable Bryan Green 
Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Local Government 
Parliament House 
Hobart  
Tasmania 
 

Dear Minister 
 

Re: Local Government Asso-
ciation Tasmania (LGAT) 
State-wide Directions Paper - 
Review of Council Recrea-
tional Vehicle Overnight 
Camping Services 
 

Background 
 

The Australian Caravan Club 
Limited (ACC) with a member-
ship of 2,400 is a National repre-
sentative body for all Recrea-
tional Vehicle (RV) Owners in 
Australia.  
 

ACC has joined forces with other 
Australian RV groups under the 
banner of ‘MoTOURing Austra-
lia’. Representing approximately 
500,000 domestic RV tourists, 
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best interest of their community. 
We feel that Local Authorities 
are being forced to act for the 
interest of one business (Caravan 
Parks) and not for the whole 
community. We believe this de-
cision will seriously impact more 
local businesses for a much 
greater loss than the gains of the 
caravan park.  

 

• At a time of economic uncer-
tainty, particularly where your 
Premier and state treasurer warn 
that the state is facing “far more 
challenging times than antici-
pated”, we believe the Tasma-
nian Government should be try-
ing to encourage and facilitate 
RV tourism, not removing cur-
rently available rest areas and 
alienating the travelling public 
with these proposed measures. 

 

• ACC unequivocally believe that 
the proposals in the LGAT Di-
rections Paper are economically 
irresponsible and will lead to RV 
tourists travelling to alternate 
destinations and avoiding Tas-
mania, as the state will no longer 
offer the freedom of choice they 
are looking for. We believe this 
has the potential for serious eco-
nomic impacts on Tasmanian 
businesses large and small in-
cluding TT-line Company’s 
Spirit of Tasmania. RV Tourists 
currently spend an average of 
$572 per week when travelling. 
We estimate that that if this free-
dom of choice is removed Tas-
mania might never recover, even 
if these directions are later re-
versed or ameliorated. 

 

• Many RV tourists, both fully and 
semi self-contained, will now be 
forced to stay in caravan parks 
and pay higher premiums for 
services and facilities they do 
not want or need. The result will 
be that a large number of these 
disaffected RV tourists will 
make alternate arrangements and 
not visit Tasmania or make 
much shorter trips.  These in-
creased costs coupled with the 

high cost of transporting their 
RV from the mainland will be 
the deciding factor for them to 
rethink visiting Tasmania. 

 

• Currently alternate arrange-
ments exist in towns such as 
Franklin and Gordon, where 
community groups manage 
council owned rest areas and 
reap the financial benefit for 
their labour. This arrangement 
ensures that the community 
benefits both socially and fi-
nancially from these rest areas 
thereby creating goodwill with 
RV tourists. 

 

• It also needs to be recognised 
that RV travellers have devel-
oped their own community con-
tinually sharing experiences 
and advising the must-sees and 
the must-avoid. Word of mouth 
is one of the best advertise-
ments the Tasmanian tourist 
industry has. We are very much 
aware that this issue is being 
monitored and commented 
upon over electronic social me-
dia and that some RV tourists 
are considering changing plans. 

 

Conclusion and Recommenda-
tions 
 

Camping and RV tourism is a 
very personal choice. There are 
those that enjoy the modern 
amenities and close neighbours 
in a caravan park, and those that 
prefer more basic and secluded 
camps. Australians have always 
enjoyed freedom of choice as to 
where to stay for camping holi-
days. Our desire is to see that 
freedom of choice continues. 
 

Due to health issues where grey 
water becomes toxic if stored for 
more than 12 hours, the ACC 
does not support the proposal for 
councils to amend by-laws re-
stricting the use of public re-
serves for camping and caravan-
ning by making clear distinction 
between self-contained vehicles 
and only allowing self-contained 
vehicles to use the facility for 
overnight camping. The collec 

tion of grey water at camping 
sites should only be necessary 
where the soil types and usage do 
not allow the grey water to drain 
away creating a hazard . 
 

The example definition of self 
contained RVs is very narrow and 
restrictive and seen as somewhat 
discriminatory. To be more inclu-
sive it is recommended that the 
definition of self contained be 
amended to include: 
 

A vehicle is fully self contained 
with respect to shower toilet, 
washing cooking and sleeping 
and must have the ability to col-
lect and retain all toilet waste and 
sullage water sufficient at least 
for 18 hours. 
 

Note: Toilet waste can be con-
tained within a portable toilet al-
beit it is not in built and sullage 
can be effectively contained for 
disposal in a separate sealed con-
tainer albeit not built into the ve-
hicle. 
 

Such change will make the pro-
posal more inclusive and be much 
more acceptable, particularly for 
caravaners with older caravans 
and campers.  
 

Anecdotal projections indicate 
that the RV and camping market 
is likely to double by 2020. 
Should the Tasmanian Govern-
ment proceed with the recom-
mendations in the LGAT Direc-
tions paper, ACC and MoTOUR-
ing Australia believes that the 
state will not benefit from this 
growing market; instead it will 
drive valuable tourist dollars to 
more RV friendly and inclusive 
destinations. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Tom Smith 
 

Chairman 
Australian Caravan Club 
 

ooOOoo 

Stay up to date on this and other 
issues via the Club’s Website 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
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A small community group in Bus-
selton is preparing a submission to 
the Shire of Busselton for the pro-
vision of a fenced Community 
Dog Park.  Apart from being a 
general dog exercise area, it is 
also intended that this area would 
be a therapy and education centre, 
not just for our canine companions 
but also for all the residents of the 
local community,  and for those 
visitors, such as caravanners and 
campers,  travelling with their 
dogs.  It would provide a safe and 
secure area for our visitors to ex-
ercise their dog while visiting our 
beautiful Shire. 
 

The park would include a commu-
nal dog area, an area for small 
dogs and a third area for single 
dog use, all fenced.  It will also 
include agility areas.  Ours is a 
unique concept providing more 
than just a dog park 
 

Our Shire is very interested in en-
couraging tourism  to Busselton 
which is the gateway to the south 
west of WA, to the Busselton and 
Margaret River wine region plus 
the many other attractions and ac-
tivities  in this  well known area.    

We are more likely to succeed 
with our proposal if the tourist 
aspect was included.      
 

I am therefore seeking letters or 
emails of support for the Bussel-
ton Community Dog Park, from 
travellers/visitors, which would 
then be presented to the Shire of 
Busselton in due course. It will 
be a long, drawn out  process and 
we need your help! 
   

We want you to visit us and feel 
welcomed with your canine com-
panion, have a special area to 
exercise them,  and stay a 
while.    
 

As a caravanner, with a doggie 
companion, I am all too aware of 
the difficulties and frustrations 
involved when arriving in areas 
that don’t welcome dogs.  We 
w e l c o m e  y o u . 
Letters or emails can be for-
warded to busseltondog-
park@hotmail.com, or PO Box 
5212, West Busselton, WA, 
6280.  Alternatively, phone 08 
97531365, and ask for Elizabeth. 
 

ooOOoo 

they are delighted to have been 
asked to judge the 2012 Austra-
lian Bush Poetry Championship 
at Corryong on the last weekend 
in March. 

Mel and Susie start the year at the 
Elvis Festival in Parkes (Jan 11-
15) and then head south to the 
Murray performing in towns 
along the way including Junee, 
Mulwala, Cobram and Tumba-
rumba.  Check your local paper 
for details. There is still time to 
book them for your town on this 
mini tour.   
 

Go to  their  websi te  a t 
www.melandsusieontour.com.au 
and they’ll see you down the 
track. 

ooOOoo 

Another Letter to the Editor 
From Elizabeth Muir (W.A.) 

love child? And, why does Mel 
have her handbag round her 
neck? 
 

Melanie Hall and Susan Carcary 
are Australia’s premier poetry 
duo.  They write and perform 
comic and serious verse 
about….well just about every-
thing from traveling our great 
land and the characters they meet 
to moving stories that will touch 
your heart. 
 

Mel and Susie are both Austra-
lian Champion Bush Poets and 

Mel & Susie Spin the Bull and 
Live the Dream! 

If anyone in Australia knows that 
bush poetry is great entertainment 
it’s Nomads! Some of you will 
have seen Mel and Susie in Win-
ton, western Qld, where they 
spend the winter months doing a 
show at the Matilda Tourist Park 
every night from late April to 
mid-September.   
 

You couldn’t forget the funniest 
ever “Man from Ironbark” and 
you may still be wondering: Did 
Tony Abbot really steal Mel’s 
budgie?  Is Susie really Elvis’ 
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Mel and Susie on Stage. 

ACC Lone 
 Trekkers 

A Special Interest group for Solo  
Travellers. 

Any solo traveller member with a 
caravan, campervan, camper-
trailer, mobile home and a sense 
of humour you need to join this 
group. A place where all lone 
trekkers can state where they are 
at any given time or place in Oz, 
so other trekkers can join them in 
tagalongs, give support, share ex-
periences or just meet up for 
happy hour. Lone Trekkers pets 
welcomed. 
If you're interested in joining the 
group either get in touch with 
Y v o n n e  a t  l o n e t r e k -
kers@australiancaravanclub.com.
au or join the Lone Trekkers 
Group in "The Campfire Section 
of the club website. 
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on each picture. At the end of the 
month the winner is the picture 
with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter— 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 
 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that appear 

kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

To kick things off, the subject for 
January is “Favorite River Scene” 
and the subject for February is 
“Great Sunsets”. 
 
So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 

ooOOoo 

Photography  
Competition 

What do you think—good enough to be a winner? (Boyne River, Vic) 



Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $50.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $140.00  

 An Associate Member $40.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as a Recreational Vehicle ( RV )  which is any form of mo-
bile living accommodation that is, or can be, combined with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit which is designed to be 
used upon Australian roads. This includes, and is not limited to, caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, slide-on units, 5th wheelers, etc. An 
associate member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………..…………………… 
                        Date of Birth:…………………..……………………………….Preferred Name:…………..…………………... 
PARTNER Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………...Given Names:………………..………………... 
     Date of Birth:……………………..……………………………..Preferred Name:…………..………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………….…………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………………….…………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………..…...Mobile:………..………………….….Other:……….………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 
I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 



From the Branches 
Golden Westerners 
Echuca Muster 
 

Lyn Richen (N00245) 

Seven vans headed south to Victo-
ria to the muster being held in 
Echuca from 29th August – 3rd 
September. Unfortunately Graham 
& Judy had trouble with their car 
overheating, limping in to 
Deniliquin and being unable to get 
to Echuca only some 75 kms 
away. So near and yet so far. 
 

Allan and Dawn, Max and Betty 
welcomed the new arrivals on the 
Monday, having arrived the day 
before. Fortunately for us, Allan 
had erected the end walls of his 
annexe to his roll out awning and 
his caravan was positioned per-
fectly to shield the southerly 
winds, so morning tea and happy 
hours were spent beside their van. 
The weather was sunny but the 
wind a bit cold. 
 

On Tuesday we had morning tea, 
before taking our packed lunch 
with us to visit the Aussie Beer 
Shed. 
 

What an experience that was. 
Neil, the owner, a retired police-
man, has collected so many beer 
cans, bottles and memorabilia it 
impossible to mention everything. 
Suffice to say that a must to see if 
you visit that area. He is also col-
lecting old Australian memora-
bilia and farming machinery. We 
had a few quiz questions and he 
took a “shine” to little Dawnie 
giving her a present of perfumery. 
 

On our way back to the caravan 
park, Allan took us to see his fa-
mous “double Fergie” tractor 
whilst he and Barry ordered spare 
parts for their tractors. Allan has 
convinced Robert to give him his 
old Fergie so he too can have 
“double Fergie” tractor. 
 

That night we got the courtesy bus 
to Echuca/Moama RSL Club for a 

seniors special dinner $12.90 for 
main meal and soup or dessert. 
All bar one of us had the lamb 
roast dinner which, incredibly for 
the price was huge and quite ten-
der. 
 

Wednesday after yet again a 
group morning tea, we went for a 
guided tour of the Port of Echuca 
which was very informative. 
Brian gave a demonstration of 
caulking an old wooden barge 
which they hope to restore. The 
wharf is being restored at the 
moment to raise it above the 1 in 
100 flood level.  
 

Lunch consisted of pies and cof-
fee from the Beechworth Bakery 
where some of our group (who 
shall remain anonymous) also 
devoured the free samples of 
cakes and slices.  
 

After lunch we went on a cruise 
of the Murray River on the 
Pevensey Paddle Steamer which 
recently celebrated it’s 100th 
year. 
 

As the Shamrock Hotel offered a 
2 for 1 dinner deal we went there 
for tea that night. The meals 
were huge as was the price of the 
alcohol, but we still had a good 
time. 
 

Thursday was a free day with 
Boules in the afternoon. The 
winners of the Boules were Irene 
& Kay who defeated their hus-
bands David & Barry. 
 

This was followed that evening 
by a roast duck dinner, supplied 
by Max and cooked by Dawn 
with the ladies all pitching in pro-
viding the vegetables. We were 
the envy of the park. We did 
however manage to overload the 
camp kitchen’s power supply, but 
this was restored very kindly by 
the manager.  
 

Friday was our group breakfast 
followed by our meeting. A visit 
to the Holden Museum was at-
tended by some of the group 
whilst others went to the movies 
to see Red Dog. 
 

A trivia quiz was held in the af-
ternoon, the prize being a garden 
ornament (a duck on a stick) 
which was appropriately won by 
Dawn.  
 

We then had a group farewell 
BYO dinner in the camp kitchen 
followed by Val’s wonderful tri-

fle and ice 
cream. 
 

Some vans 
left on Satur-
day, the oth-
ers later. All 
in all a great 
muster was 
had by all. 
 

ooOOoo 

Boules Winners—(L to R) Irene 
Bloomfield and Kay Hamblin. 

Roast Duck Dinner—Yum!! 
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Friday saw us all arrived and set-
tled in. Therese and Dennis being 
locals were last in of course. Six 
vans made the trip; Claire and 
Barry were on the final leg of their 
trip north. At our first Happy 
Hour, visitors June and Ross were 
introduced and welcomed. The 
afternoon was a pleasant 24 deg, 
and the chatter was full of places 
we had travelled to over the past 
months. Friday dinner was casse-
roles, and we were tightly packed 
into the Gregory’s van. 
 

Saturday morning we blew the 
cobwebs away with a walk to the 
bakery. Coffee and cakes went 
down well. We then walked 
around Naracoorte, with “guide” 
Dennis giving a running commen-
tary. A quick look in the Catholic 
Church to view the stained glass, 
then onto the other 3 churches that 
are on the hill overlooking the 
town.  
 

Naracoorte was hosting the local 
football grand finals, and the lo-
cals were taking on Lucindale in 
the A grade match. Five of us 
made the effort to support our 
adopted team and joined 3000 
other fans for the big game. A 5-
goal breeze blew sand across the 
ground as the teams took to the 
pitch. “Our lads” were on top 
early; however, the opposition had 
a few ring-ins and eventually wore 
us down to win by 26 points. It 
was tears in our beer. 
 

Dennis arranged for us to have 
dinner at the local Naracoorte His-
torical Vehicle Club (NHVC) 
clubrooms. Pizzas and chips were 
ordered and we sat down to par-
take with a nice glass of wine. Af-
ter dinner we were shown around 
the beautifully restored cars, trac-
tors and stationary engines that are 
all in working condition. NHVC 
life member Lance recalled the 
hours of work that had been put 

into restoration. A great night 
was had. 
 

Sunday morning we made the 15 
km ride to the Black Cockatoo 
bush camp. This 120 ha property 
is a “rough campers” paradise. 
Corrugated iron showers, toilets 
and BBQ huts are brightly 
painted with bush scenes. Native 
flowers and orchids are among 
the gum trees, and a lake has fish 
and yabbies for catching.  
 

We took morning tea seated un-
der the shade of another warm 
day. Dennis took us around the 
4-wheel drive course, but he 
chickened out of the bigger of 
the obstacles. Nell gave it a miss 
and settled for a leisurely drive 

back home. After lunch we all 
went to the Naracoorte Caves. 
We went into the Extinct Ani-
mals exhibit, and came face to 
face with huge wombats; Tassie 
devils and strange looking kan-
garoos, and some of them moved 
and gave out loud wild noises.  
 

The Dept of Environment had a 
family day going, so we joined in 
the activities. Snakes on the 
move were fascinating but we 
kept a keen eye on them. Sunday 
evening meal was a BBQ in the 
warmth of the NHVS clubroom 
again. We gathered for the now 
mandatory group photo in front 
of the ACC banner. What a 
happy bunch we are. 
 

Monday saw Barry, Claire, Joe 
and Pat leave us. The weather 
turned cooler and the gusty wind 
made us frantically take in our 
awnings. Seven of us made a 
visit to Mini Jumbuck, which 

was very interesting. We then 
drove down to Lucindale. First 
stop was the Limecoast Cheese 
factory. We all sampled delicious 
hand made cheeses, and ended up 
buying a fair amount. After a nice 
lunch in the park we went off for 
a visit to the Field Day site that 
the branch has booked for the 
2014 National Muster. In 
amongst the gusty showers we 
went though the facilities on the 
site. It was agreed that this loca-
tion would be ideal for the mus-
ter. On the way out Rol decided 
to take a look at the electrical 
power outlets, only to be con-
fronted by a huge Huntsman that 
made him drop the cover and 
jump. Laughs all round from the 
others. Happy hour had us hud-
dled out of the weather in the 
Gregory’s, yet another great day.  
Tuesday was a “lay day” giving 
us all time to recover after 4 hec-
tic days. However, “Dennis the 
host” took the men on a run to see 
the largest Red Gum in the South 
East. The trees’ hollowed out 
centre made for some interesting 
photos. 
 

All of agreed that the muster had 
been a great success, and con-
gratulations to Therese and Den-
nis for their superb local input. 
Late on Tuesday Trevor and Mar-
garet joined us, in preparation for 
the Tag-along. 
 

Ross and June left us on Wednes-
day morning, thanking us all for 
introducing them to our Sun-
downers way of life. Hopefully 
they will join us, provided we 
haven’t put them off! 
 

ooOOoo 

ACC Sundowners 
Naracoorte Muster 

Roland Hill (S00064) 

A Happy bunch! 
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Having settled into the Grampians 
Gardens Caravan Park, we found 
ourselves camped in a peaceful 
valley with beautiful trees and 
views of the Grampians. 
 

Many Southern Nomads had al-
ready arrived by the end of 
Wednesday with most here by the 
Thursday. 
 

The mornings and evenings saw 
kangaroos, many with Joeys on 
board, come in to take a closer 
look at us. 
 

We welcomed ACC Members 
Bevan and Yvonne from Queen-
sland and new potential members 
Gary and Kerry and Sandra and 
Robert. 
 

Membership forms were given to 
another couple staying in the park 
who enjoyed joining in our happy 
hours. 
 

The weather was kind with a 
lovely week of Spring weather, 
the sun being strong enough to 
produce some sunburn. 
 

Happy Hour was our gathering 
time as usual catching up on the 
various travels of friends. Many 
enjoyed some really lovely nights 
sitting and chatting under the ceil-
ing of stars, around the roaring 
campfire till late, one night toast-
ing marshmallows and drinking 

Hot Chocolate (thanks Sharon). 
 

One particular happy hour game 
tested the observation skills of 
our members with Carol and Ken 
doing quite well. 
 

During the day croquet was 
popular with the usual gallery of 
spectators with their helpful or 
not so helpful advice from the 
sidelines. 
 

A new game KLOP was also 
played and became a popular ad-
dition to the club activities, as 
there is no limit to the number of 
players and allows plenty of time 
for socialising in between turns. 
Once again the Boccee Tourna-
ment was held on Saturday after-
noon with stiff competition for 

the reigning champions Warren 
and Glenis.  
 

The finalists were Sharon and 
Geoff playing new members Gary 
and Kerry. After a close game 
Gary and Kerry won the tourna-
ment and were presented with the 
Boccee Cup at Happy Hour. 
 

Thanks Brian for organising an-
other well run tournament. 
 

Saturday night was a perfect 
night for our barbeque/eat to-
gether/raffle night, once again 
around the campfire. 
 

Sunday we wished Warren a 
Happy Birthday and enjoyed his 
Birthday cake. 
 

It was great to see Cheryl and 
Graham join us for a night on 
their way home from their 
travels. 
 

This was one of our smaller 
musters with 15 vans and 16 
for one night but the smaller 
number did allow for us all to 
fit around a cosy fire and en-
abled more time to catch up 
with members not seen for a 
while. 
 

We now look forward to our 
Christmas break up at Yarra-
wonga. 

ooOOoo 

Southern Nomads 
Halls Gap Muster 

Mavis Parsons (V00141) 
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Now that’s a Happy Hour! 

To the Winners go the Spoils—New members Kerry & Gary take out 
the Bocce Trophy. 



Day one, and we were off into 
Victoria. Our first stop was to be 
the Edenhope Bakery for its fa-
mous vanilla slices; however Den-
nis’s UHF had battery problems, 
so in the ensuing chaos we missed 
it. We completed the 90 km trip 
by noon and settled in at the small 
caravan park. We had a very quick 
lunch by the Glenelg river, before 
being met by town guide, John. 
He took us on a drive up though 
local farmland to the Clunnie 
shearing shed.  

 

What an amazing building.  Built 
in 1882 of ironstone cut at a 
quarry 3km away, carted to the 
site over a 30-year period. The 
shed was exceptionally designed 
for use by 20 shearers, and is cur-
rently still being used. The shed 
interior was made of beautiful 
Blackwood, and after 130 years 
was still in suburb condition. The 
shed is regarded as one of Victo-
ria’s best-kept secrets, and we are 
sworn to secrecy. Back in the 
township of Harrow we were 
shown around the old Wooden 
Jail, and Therese was given a hair 
raising shock by Nell in the 
“Young Ladies Finishing School”, 
ask Therese about it. 
 

In 1868 the first Aboriginal 
Cricket Team went to England. 
Harrow local. Jimmie Mullagh 
was a talented allrounder in the 
team and there is a marvellous 
museum that depicts this first tour. 
Our tour of the town was com-
pleted with a visit to Calico Can-
dle where local crafts are for sale. 

We all purchased packets of 
cookies for Happy Hour. The 
tour day cost each of us $10 and 
with the powered site only being 
$12, it was $22 very well spent. 
(Put Harrow on your “places to 
visit” list) 
 

We finished off the day with a 
BBQ dinner, before falling into 
bed fairly exhausted. 
 

Day Two, we were on our way 
south, we stopped at the very 
quiet town of Balmoral for morn-
ing tea. The weather was fine 
and sunny. Strolling through 
town we found an underground 
house, “why underground” we 
asked. We continued on, on very 
narrow roads to Coleraine for 
lunch. By this time the wind was 
very strong, however we found 
shelter in the local milk bar for 
pies, chips and coffee. We com-
pleted the short trip to Wannon 
Falls, to find a delightful holiday 
park waiting. The owner got us 
power leads from the restaurant 
and soon we were settled in. The 
enclosed camp kitchen was ideal 
for lunch and luckily kept us out 
of the rain that had suddenly 
come in. After lunch we visited 
Wannon Falls.  

The falls were flowing very fast 
and they made for great photos. 
According to a sign there is a 
rock formation in the shape of a 
rams head, which some of us had 
difficulty finding. Happy hour 
was taken in the shelter of Nell’s 
van, where we sat around, had a 
few wines and solved the world’s 
problems. 
 

We shared the camp kitchen for 
dinner with a group of people 

there for a 95th birthday celebra-
tion on the following day. A nice 
log fire made the room very cosy. 

 

Day Three, after morning tea, 
had us on the road to Nigretta 
Falls. These spectacular falls 
were in full flood and we were 
able to see them from 3 different 
vantage points. Marion caught us 
all on camera at the lookout at the 
top of the falls, very spectacular 
indeed. 
 

Therese had solved Dennis’s 
UHF problem by putting the bat-
teries in the right way. So with 
aid of Marion’s commentary we 
were off to Hamilton. Rol and 
Marion have a daughter in Hamil-
ton and they know all the towns 
“hot spots”. We had a quick walk 
around the town, where the men 
went into George Taylor’s hard-
ware store and the ladies opted 
for the clothes store next door. 
 

We met Therese and Denis’s 
friends for lunch at the Caledo-
nian Hotel. The Pensioners 
Lunchtime special proved very 
good value and most enjoyable. A 
visit to the Art Gallery was relief 
out of the cold wind that blows 
through Hamilton. All of us were 
in agreement that Dobell’s “Nude 
Reflections” was the highlight. 
We had a pleasant stroll through 
the botanical gardens that were 
first laid down in about 1850. 
Nell’s knowledge of the old trees 
left us in no doubt that she should 
stick with towing caravans. We 
took ourselves on a quick tour of 
the Qantas museum, the lake and 
the Hamilton and Alexandria Col-
lege before we returned to the 
caravan park. A quiet night in 
finished off the day. 
 

Day Four, and we were up early 
to view the Wannon falls from 
the other side. Dennis had found 
a way in through a private en-
trance. We walked along the cliff 
and got a different view from 
above where the “Rams Head” is. 
One might say on the Rams Bum, 
so as to speak. 

ACC Sundowners 
South West Victoria 

Tag-a-Long 
 

Roland Hill (S00064) 
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After morning tea we were packed 
and off to Casterton, only 55 km 
away. We called in at the historic 
Coleraine Railway Station. No 
tracks anymore but still very inter-
esting. The rain was now very 
heavy as we pulled into the cara-
van park. At 5pm we arranged to 
meet Dennis’s friend Arnold who 
would take us to his home for 
BBQ tea. Well, Arnold and his 
wife Irene have built what can 
only be described as “The eighth 
wonder of the world”, in his back-
yard. Over the years they have 
built a wonderland of sheds, cov-
ered patios and displays for an 
amazing collection of bric-a-brac. 
Arnold also, (in his spare time), 
makes “teardrop” caravans. Beau-
tiful, brightly coloured and has 
everything packed into about 3 
metres of length. A massive log 
fire kept us nice and warm during 
dinner as Arnold and Dennis remi-
nisced over past times in historic 

vehicle clubs. What a pleasant, 
unexpected and amazing evening 
we had. 
 

Day Five started very cool in-
deed. However we decided to 
have a run around the town. 
There is a great lookout that 
looks straight down the main 
street below, and the surrounding 
farmland. Guide Dennis was 
keen to point out the various 
points of interest. It was time for 
morning coffee, so we found a 
nice café and soon gathered 
chairs and tables to sit us all. 
Nice hot coffee and cakes went 
down well. We strolled along the 
quiet Sunday Street, looking into 
a bric-a-brac shop that wasn’t a 
patch on Arnolds place. Across 
the road a local artist had a stu-
dio with original country scenes. 
He was more than happy when 
we all walked out, having pur-
chased many of his works. All 
helping the local economy! 
 

Mid afternoon we had a visit 
from two Committee members of 

the Casterton Kelpie Muster with 
four of their sheep dogs in tow, 
they gave us the back ground to 
the origin of the Annual Kelpie 
muster held long weekend in 
June, $9000.00 was the highest 
price paid for a trained working 
dog this last year.  

(Cont p37…) 
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In early February your Board held an-
other face to face meeting over a full 
weekend, this time hosted by Victorian 
Director Rob Tudor and wife Judy. 
Whilst a great number of topics were 
discussed, several items came up which 
will be of great interest to members - 
Marketing—As many are no doubt 
aware, Barry Konemenn has stepped 
down as ACC Marketing Manager. Barry  
has worked tirelessly and covered many 
thousands of kilometres marketing and 
promoting the ACC at every opportunity, 
for which the Club in general owes him 
(and the stalwart Jo) a huge debt of grati-
tude. Barry will still have his finger on 
the pulse as he remains in the Returning 
Officer position. 
Barry’s successor was confirmed as 
Brian Ward,  one of our Queensland 
based members. Brian is already well 
known to many of us through his enter-
tainment skills, and his enthusiasm and 
ideas will no doubt make him a valued 
member of your mamagement team. 
Club Shop—previously this also fell 
under Barry’s portfolio and will now be 
managed by one of our Queensland-
based Directors—Jenny Beausang. 
Caravan Insurance—the arrangement 
that the Club had with MHIA has now 
expired. The Board has commenced 
work on establishing an insurance 
scheme for members, which is proving to 
be a lengthy and difficult process. Whilst 
nothing has been firmed up as yet, the 
Board will continue to persue the matter 
so that members will reap maximum 
benefit from any decision made. 
Nomad Distribution—a poll of mem-
bers was recently conducted to determine 
the preferred delivery format for the No-
mad—electronic copy or hard copy. The 
overwhelming majority indicated that 
delivery by hard copy should continue. 
Many may not be aware that the prepara-
tion of the Nomad for mail-out was done 
by one of our Victorian-based member’s 
and his family. That member is no longer 
able to perform this vital (but very labour 
intensive) function and, as a result, the 
Board is now seeking expressions of in-
terest from several organisatons that pro-
vide vocational training for the handi-
capped—solves a problem for us, and 
provides support for them, a true win-win 
situation. 
FaSt (the ACC Farm Stay Program) - 
this program, which permits travelling 
members to stay for short terms on the 
property of other (volunteer) members is 
currently being developed under the 
steady hand of Director Tom Smith.  
Basic principles have been agreed and a 
paper, outlining the operation of the 
scheme, is being prepared for submission 
to the various state-based Local Govern-
ment Authorities, seeking their endorse-
ment of the proposal. 
Full details will be made available when 
finalised, but basically the scheme will 
consist of a service offered on a “member 
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The wind dropped and at Happy 
Hour time we were basking in a 
sunny afternoon. Therese, ever the 
host, invited 2 other couples in the 
park to join us. One couple was 
from Tassie and the other from Mt 
Gambier. When darkness fell the 
Tassie (Gary) produced a wood 
fire that soon kept us warm. Fry-
ing pans, sausages and eggs were 
found and an impromptu dinner 
was cooked over the open fire. We 
sat there in the dark until 
“Underbelly- Razor” on TV 
dragged a few of us away. What a 
marvellous night to finish off our 
Tag-along. 
 

Day Six, next morning we gath-
ered in the Gregory’s van for our 
final morning coffee, before going 
our separate ways back home. The 
general opinion was that the Tag-
along had been just great and we 
were of the opinion that short tag-
alongs were a good idea. In all we 
would have only travelled around 
330 km all up for the entire 6 
days.  
 

ooOOoo 

in fact, there was a rush on gum 
boots at the local shopping cen-
tre, the only pair available for 
Lyn Paton had Peacocks embla-
zoned all over them, a very strik-
ing green colour. Lyn now has 
the nickname of Mrs Peacock.  
 

By Friday everyone had arrived 
safely and the muster was offi-
cially on. Happy hour was well 
attended and followed by our 
dinner of casseroles and sweets, 
the room that we had assigned to 
us was a little on the small side 
but we managed to organise 
enough seating for everyone and 
the night was a great success. 

These nights can only be success-
ful if everyone chips in and helps 
and we are very lucky to have so 
many willing helpers, a big thank 
you to all concerned.  
 

It was great to see Derek & Gwen 
Hale again; they were on the last 
leg of their 4 month Odyssey 
around Western Australia and 
made the Nagambie Muster their 
last stop before returning home.  
 

Klop was once again enjoyed by 
all and the winner was Graeme 
Kristie from the Sunshine No-
mads, Graeme and his wife Kaye 
are travelling around Victoria and 
decided to join us at Nagambie 
before travelling on to Canberra 
and surrounds and then on to Bin-
gara, we hope you both enjoyed 
your time with us and hope to see 
you down the track.  
 

We had the pleasure of meeting 
some other new faces at this mus-
ter. Peter & Kath from the South-
ern Nomads popped in and had 
dinner with us at the pub on Sat-
urday night, John & Colleen 
Woodman were guests as were 
David & Rita Watkins, Howard 
& Fay Rankin also came as 
guests and left as our newest 
members and not forgetting Geoff 
and Barbara Willingham from the 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Nagambie Muster 

 

Ian Reid (V 00221) 

The Gippsland Gypsies gathered 
in Nagambie on the 19th 20th & 
21st of August we were blessed 
with warm sunny days and all that 
attended thoroughly enjoyed the 
weekend.  
 

As usual we had quite a few early 
birds arriving from Tuesday on-
ward and unfortunately for them 
the weather was a little unkind as 
it rained practically non stop mak-
ing it very wet underfoot, so wet 

“Mrs Peacock” and those boots! 

Dinner at the Royal Mail. 



Southern Nomads. Thank you all 
for contributing to another great 
muster.  
 

A tag-a-along to Shepparton was 
organised on Saturday morning 
and the SPC factory sales was the 
main target for most, there was 
quite a bit of extra weight added 
to some vans for trip home. Lunch 
was had at the fish and chip shop 
opposite the SPC shop and I can 
highly recommend it for price 
quality and service.  
 

Saturday night was spent at the 
Royal Mail Hotel for dinner and it 
was a very pleasant evening with 
new and old friends, I think the 
weight of numbers was a little 
overwhelming for the kitchen staff 
but we made the most of the night 
and I’m sure they tried their best 
to accommodate us, I think most 
would agree that the meal was 
quite nice once it arrived, there 
was a little confusion regarding 
garlic bread but all in all a very 
nice night out.  
 

Sunday morning we had egg & 
bacon rolls prepared by Dianne, 
Joan & Geoff thank you to all for 
a great breky. A trip to the local 
wineries was quickly organised 
where we were able to sample 
some very nice wines, we then 
went on to the Goulburn Weir, 
“The Weir was the first major di-
version structure built for irriga-
tion in Australia, construction 
started in 1887 and was completed 
in 1891.”  
 

Monday morning saw the majority 
heading home, but for a few 
Wodonga beckoned and they 
headed off for an overnight stay at 
Yarrawonga and then on to 
Wodonga for the RV and camping 
expo where the ACC has organ-
ised to have an information stall, 
this is the inaugural event for the 
region and hopefully it will attract 
some new interest for the ACC. 
 

Our next muster (and AGM) will 
be held at Mallacoota.  
 

ooOOoo 

 

The scout camp has an excellent 
fire pit behind the caravans that 
we were able to put to good use 
each day except Friday due to the 
constant rain. Several members 
brought along wood to burn and 
kept the fire going while we all 
sat around keeping warm and 
cooking meals. 
 

It was lovely to meet visitors who 
joined us for the weekend, Dan & 
Lilian Dreise and John & Chris-
tine Anear from the Country 
Cruisers and David & Jan Stuart 
and Athol & Ros Paradine who 
are considering joining the ACC 
and the WBBN. 
 

Friday night was damper, soup 
and desert which we all set up in 
the camp kitchen due to the heavy 
rain. This is a lovely large shed 
with tables and chairs for all to 
use. Many cavanners stood 
around the soup table, having a 
small taste test of each soup. 
Maybe they all were doing a 
‘Masterchef’ taste test? Everyone 
seemed to be enjoying themselves 
greatly with the consensus that all 
soups and dampers were very 
tasty. Then desert was served, we 

sampled trifles, with and without 
alcohol, cheesecakes, custard, 
ice-cream etc. Wonderful dinner 
everyone, no one is going to 
starve. 
 

As usual, all cooks outdid them-
selves. 
 

We seem to be arriving earlier to 
musters now with 6 caravans ar-
riving on Tuesday, then a steady 
stream of arrivals each day 
thereon. Cooroora Scout Camp 
seems to be a good base to for 
stays at the Sunshine Coast as it 
is not far from Noosa and charges  
 
 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads—

Cooroora Muster 
 

Caroline & Les Quince (Q00196) 

The August Muster was held at 
the Cooroora Scout Camp out-
side Cooroy and was attended by 
21 caravans. We had cool to mild 
nights and days with strong 
winds and frequent squalls until 
Friday afternoon when the 
weather turned into constant rain.  
 

This rain continued all day Satur-
day until Sunday morning, which 
dawned fine and sunny much to 
the surprise and delight of all. 
The rain didn’t bother us all un-
duly, as we just moved under the 
cover of the ‘camp kitchen’. 
 

We were not the only ones stay-
ing at the scout camp as we 
found out when we pulled in. 
 

Tuesday. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoons we-
watched teenage school children 
bicycle in from ‘where ever’ they 
had started out from, set up their 
tents, have showers and proceed 
to cook their own dinners. 
 

We found all to be very polite 
and as interested in us as we 
were in them. When talking to 
some of the girls in the showers, 
I was informed that they had cy-
cled 26 kilometres that day and 
were a little tired. The next day 
all were back on their bikes to 
cycle further. 
 

All the girls agreed the next 
morning that the tents were very 
cold and were surprised to hear 
that we in our caravans had also 
started out with tents years ago 
but had soon learnt to upgrade to 
a caravan for comfort. 

21 vans—not a bad turnout! 
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a reasonable fee for a powered 
site. 
 

Some of us early birds went to 
Eumundi Markets on Wednesday 
to have a look around and had a 
lovely morning. Lucky we did as 
it was far too wet to attend on Sat-
urday. We could see interesting 
buildings across Lake McDonald 
and discovered they were The Bo-

tanical Gardens. 
 

Several of us went for a walk on 
Thursday afternoon to look for the 
Fishing platform and after 
finding it we kept walking around 
the lake and stumbled across the 
gardens. We wandered around the 
paths looking confused at first as 
we had walked in through the side 
gate which had no signs indicating 
where we were. We eventually 
found the front entrance and dis-
covered we were in the Botanical 
Gardens. On our walk we passed 
the water treatment plant and then 
followed Lake McDonald Road to 
the left to the fishing platform and 
onto the Botanical Gardens a little 
further on. 
 

The gardens were a lovely sur-
prise as they were quite extensive 
with panoramic views across the 
Lake to the scout camp. All our 
caravans could be clearly seen 
from the Gardens. 
 

Saturday night was jaffle night. 
As we couldn’t cook our jaffles on 
the fire, Les, David Stuart, Aaron 
and Matt got together and used 
heat briquettes in their BBS’s and 

containers so that we could cook 
our jaffles on. Heat briquettes 
work well and also took the 
place of the fire for heat. Sitting 
around the heat briquettes con-
tainers was very pleasant and 
they heated up the rotunda beau-
tifully. 
 

As Sunday dawned fine and 
sunny many of us went for drives 

around the area while others 
packed up to go home back to 
work or other commitments. 
 

Christine and Greg organised the 
Sunday night out at the Cooroy 
RSL Club with the club Courtesy 
Bus picking us up to take us to 
the club and also to bring us 
back. This allowed anyone who 
wished to have a drink to do so. 
The meal was a choice of Pork or 
Beef Roast but also a choice of 
the menu and of course desert. 
Club staff had said that Sunday 
nights were quiet but we found it 
quite busy. The meal was excel-
lent for $10.90 and the lunch 
menu a very reasonable cost of 
$5.50. 
 

The Ginger Factory had a lovely 
afternoon tea of ginger scones 
with ginger spread and cream 
with either tea or coffee for 
$5.50 also. I had never tried 
scones with ginger in them, very 
nice. 
 

On the way into Noosa is a 
Lookout and has a 1.5 km walk 
to the top, many of us drove up 
to have a look but decided not to  

take the walk to the top, but the 
Tillson’s didn’t, they walked 
right to the top and found it a 
great walk with lovely views both 
of the hinterland and the coast. 
 

Terrie Parsons gave us headaches 
with ‘Ding Bats’ again. I give in 
and wave the white flag, 
very frustrating, just can’t do 
them. Trivia was produced by 
Bev and Ray Cornall this time 
and perhaps they should be 
banned from doing it again or 
maybe can we have kids under 5 
years old questions please for 
both Trivia and definitely for 
Ding Bats? Gayle Gerchow was 
the winner and the cleverest of us 
all. We didn’t have a Bocce Tour-
nament this time due to lack of 
interest from all including me 
(went sightseeing sorry), but it 
will be back next muster at 
Nanango. 
 

Monday saw the rest of us pack 
up and go home with the roads 
very busy with every 6 cars pull-
ing a caravan or camper or driv-
ing a Motorhome. This year it 
seems the caravanner’s are on the 
move all over the country. 
 

ooOOoo 

Interested parties are invited to 
attend a muster at the Lake Hume 
Tourist Park on February 25th & 
26th, the goal being to establish a 
new branch of the ACC. 
 

Please contact the park direct to 
book your site and mention you 
are with the ACC. The number is: 
02 6049 8100. 
 

If you have any RVing mates in-
vite them along – the more the 
merrier.  
Be sure to let Lionel know when 
you have booked, by email to - 
publicity@australiancaravanclub. 
com.au. 

ooOOoo 

Proposed New 
Branch for Albury-

Wodonga 
(Lionel Mussell) 
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Our inaugural muster followed the 
Branch formation at Esk on 25th 
to 27th March, 2011 when we 
chose our branch name the 
"COUNTRY CRUISERS". Our 
branch membership started with 
seven 'vans. 
 

We went to Clifton which is a 
pretty and friendly town on the 
D a r l i n g  D o w n s  b e t w e e n 
Toowoomba and Warwick. We 
enjoyed sunny weather but the 
chilly breeze had us ail rugged up. 
 

At the next muster we celebrated 
Christmas-in-July at Crows Nest. 
We endured more cold winter 
winds but soon warmed up, shar-
ing our park restaurant meal with 
members of the Ulysses Bikers 
who were good company. The 
meal was excellent and everyone 
got into the spirit with Christmas 
hats, etc. 
 

October saw 5 Country Cruisers 
journey forth to the beautiful little 
town of Bingara in N.SW. The 
muster program was great and the 
weather perfect. The locals made 
us feel special as they were all 
friendly and ready for a chat. 
While they opened their hearts to 
us, we opened our wallets for 
them, everyone bringing home at 
least one keepsake to remind us of 
their hospitality. I am sure we will 
all stop there again. 
 

Our final muster for 2011 was at 

Canungra Showgrounds (in the 
Gold Coast hinterland) between 
Friday 11th and Sunday 13th No-
vember. By Saturday, we had 12 
'vans present. Our membership 
now being 19 'vans, some of 
whom were away travelling 
while others were unable to at-
tend due to health problems and 
family commitments. 
 

We held our Annual General 

Meeting on Saturday with the 
election of the 
new committee 
being: President - 
Ken Nulley, Vice 
President - Bert 
Mol, secretary - 
Dawn Nutley, 
Treasurer -Janie 
Mol, Assistant 
S e c r e t a r y /
Treasurer - Kath-
ryn Haynes. Im-
mediate  Past 
President Brain 
Ward was con-
gratulated on his 
appointment to the Board of Di-
rectors. John Burnett was Invited 
to assist the committee to prepare 

the muster list 
for 2012. Mus-
ters will every 
2nd weekend 
of each month 
excluding Janu-
ary and De-
cember. No-
vember will be 
the 3rd week-
end to allow for  

the return of members visiting the 
National Muster. 
 

On Saturday night we celebrated 
with a delicious Christmas meal 
prepared by the ladies with Brian 
on the guitar for a sing-a·long af-
ter dinner, with some being brave 
enough to try some karaoke. 
Games of disc bowls provided 
happy hour entertainment Friday 
afternoon with Finska being the 

game of choice for Saturday. 
There was much hilarity as every-
body joined in and discovered 
that things are not always as easy 
as they appear. Friday night's 
trivia prize was carried off by 
new members David and Lyn. 
Sunday markets at Tamborine 
Mountain tempted quite a few, 
and they returned with goodies 
including healthy pot plants and 
tales of the yummy food they had 
consumed there . 
 

While most made their way home 

ACC Country 
 Cruisers—2011 

Musters 
Dawn Nutley (Q00616) 

The ‘Cruisers at Canungra. 

The new Committee (L to R) 
Rear—Bert Mol, Janie Mol 

Front—Dawn Nutley, Ken Nut-
ley, Kathryn Haynes 
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Brian & Heather demonstrating 
their Karaoke skills. 

Now THAT’S a Christmas Dinner! 



during Sunday the 3 'vans left 
were pleased that the evening 
storm was less than expected. 
 

We wish all ACC members a ha 
ppy and healthy Christmas and 
New Year. 
 

Stay safe! 
 

ooOOoo 

to the day was a Branch dinner at 
the local RSL Club. 
 

The outing for Wednesday 
started off with a ferry ride 
across the water again for a tour 
on Newcastle’s Famous Tram.  
We enjoyed the sights of New-
castle including some beautiful 
old buildings, Nobby’s Beach, 
etc, with a comprehensive com-
mentary on the history of the 
area and information about the 
earthquake and the beaching of 
the Pasha Bulka.  At the conclu-
sion  of the tour we were 
dropped off at Fort Scratchley 
for a guided tour of the Fort 
which was very informative and 
of course we were back at camp 
in time for some tale swapping 
and hilarity at Happy Hour. 
 

A communal breakfast kicked 

off Thursday followed by a Gen-
eral Meeting and AGM at 10am 
where Office Bearers were 
elected (with some difficulty) for 
2012.  A relaxing day with the 
finals of the Boules in the after-
noon and I have to report that the 
men, represented by David 
Bloomfield and John Brown,  

won and are now the Champions.     

A communal BBQ in the very 
well equipped Camp Kitchen was 
enjoyed that night by all and what 
a spread we had!!  It is amazing 
what comes out of those cara-
vans.  Lyn and Moya were so im-
pressed by a game of charades 
played at the Annual Muster of 
the ACC at Bingara that Lyn very 
capably organised a game to con-
clude the evening and although 
only a few brave souls remained 
we all had lots of laughs and 
some very inventive clues. 

 It was an early start on Friday 
morning for a visit to the Hunter 
Valley Gardens. We travelled in 
convoy in cars and when we 
reached the carpark we partook of 
morning tea before boarding the 
Gardens train for a tour and a 
commentary on the birth and 
evolvement of the gardens.  After 
the train ride with an overview of 
the gardens we set off to explore 
the various sections in detail.  
The gardens are beautiful but my 
favourites were the roses which 
were truly spectacular. We met 
again at lunchtime at the ampit-
heatre where some enjoyed a 
packed lunch and stayed on to see 
more of the gardens while others 
headed off for lunch at Harrigan’s 
Irish Pub and Mcguigan’s Win-
ery.   
 

All in all it was a very congenial 
muster and we were happy to 
share each other’s company again 
for a few days. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Fifteen caravans assembled at 
Stockton Beach Tourist Park for 
our Golden Westerners Branch 
muster.  Some arrived Saturday 
and some Sunday and the remain-
der arriving on Monday . 
 

The usual Meet and Greet with 
nibblies and refreshments took 
place at 4pm for the official com-
mencement and guests John and 
Vivienne Brown were welcomed 
as guests. 
 

Tuesday was scheduled as a rest 
day but most boarded a ferry in 
the morning to cross the harbour 
to Newcastle.  The first port of 
call was the Museum where we 
watched a light show on the work-
ings of a coal mine and the exhibi-
tion of coal mining days.  Next we 
moved to the hands on science 
section which was very interesting 
and very much like Questacon in 
Canberra  and we were reverted 
back to our childhood playing 
with the specimens.  After the 
Museum some of the party de-
parted for the ferry to return to 
camp with some going fishing (of 
course the fish were the week be-
fore) and others continuing on to 
wander around the shops.   
 

As Happy Hour approached the 
Boules competition heats created 
a lot of revelry and heckling as the 
course was very interesting with 
the players just no quite sure 
which track the boule may decide 
to go and I might add that is was 
down hill as well.  A great finish 

Golden Westerners 
Stockton Beach 

Muster 
Bev Bulley (N00307) 

David & John the new boules 
champions. 

All Aboard! -The Newcastle 
Tram. 

Bloomin’ great! - Hunter Valley 
Gardens. 

41 



   Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Mens sizes M to 5XL, with pockets. Ladies sizes 12 to 26, without pocket (pockets are available at 
no charge—to be self sewn). 

$38.00 ea 
Postage: 1 shirt—$8.00, 2 to 4 shirts—$12, add $2.95 for registered post. 

  Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 

 $15.00 ea 
Postage: Up to 4 caps—$8.00, 5 to 8 caps—$12.00 

  Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
$15.00 ea 

Postage: 1 flag—$9.50, 2 flags—$11.50  
  Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 

Note: If stickers are purchased along with another item, or items, no additional postage charges will 
apply. 
NEW ITEM! Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                            $10.00 ea 
Postage: $2.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Large Van Sticker                                                                                                     $3.00 ea 
Postage: $1.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen                                                    $1.00 ea 
Postage: $0.75 for up to 5 stickers. 

 

ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours of green & 
gold. 

$7.00 ea 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for the first stubby holder is free.  
Add $0.50 for each additional.  
 

Postage: $7.50 for up to 10 holders, $12.00 for 11 to 18 holders. 
  ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and web ad-

dress in green & gold. Please advise tyre size when ordering. We have good stocks of this item. 
 $50.00 ea 

Postage: $12.00 + $2.95 Registered Post (if required). 

 

  

Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  
A MUST for all travellers. (Limited Stocks).                                   

Special Price $15.00 ea 
 
Postage: $2.00 

  
  
  
 

Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 
“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson Lakes Vic 

3197” 
The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have their mem-
bership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the event they should be 
lost. The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, and 
comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 

$7.50 ea 
Postage: $1.50 (maximum of 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

NEW ITEM! Club Umbrella, quality unit with fibreglass shaft and carbon fibre bow, making a very 
durable umbrella in clb colours of green and gold, with club logo on 2 sides. 

$25.00 ea 
Postage: $13.00 ea. 

  

Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name. 
$4.00 ea 

Postage: No charge if purchased with an item or items that do attract a postage charge. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for up to 2 lanyards. 

 BIJI-BARBI—A dished BBQ with fold-up legs and handle. 
Medium Biji-Barbi                                                                                         Member Price  $65.00 ea 
Medium Biji-Barbi Cover                                                                              Member Price  $16.00 ea 
Large Biji-Barbi                                                                                             Member Price  $75.00 ea 
Large Biji-Barbi Cover                                                                                   Member Price  $18.00 ea 

 

Postage and packing is $12.50 per Biji-Barbi, Australia-wide.  
NOTE: Postage-free items cannot be included with this item. 
 

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the 
Nomad mail slip. 

Note: Prices shown are current at time of publication and may be subject 
to change. 

Club Shop 
 

Club Shop 
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Date 2012 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 
Jan 25—29 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Korumburra Muster Derek Hale 0408 514 790 

Jan 30—Feb 12 Southern Highlanders NSW Bungedore Muster Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Feb 2—7 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Ballina Muster Kathy Burgess 07 3287 6629 

Feb 3—5 Family Firesiders QLD Canungra Muster Stuart Scullett-
Dean 

07 4123 6142 

Feb 3—5  Swan River Rovers WA Harvey Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Feb 17—19 Family Firesiders QLD Imbil Muster Stuart Scullett-
Dean 

07 4123 6142 

Feb 10—13 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Moffatvale Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 54949252 

Feb 17—19 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Moffatvale Muster Jenny Rehren  07 4128 0379 

Feb 11—12 Morninton Peninsula Nomads VIC Inaugral Muster at Eildon Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Feb 17—20 Sundowners SA Normanville Muster Albert Kramer 08 82529260 

Feb 18—20 Southern Nomads VIC Porepunkah Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Feb 20—Mar 1 Sydney City Slickers NSW Patonga Tagalong Deb Cohen 02 9314 6265 

Feb 25—26 Albury Wodonga Branch NSW Inaugral Muster at Lake 
Hume 

Lionel Mussell 03 5975 8630 

Mar 2—4 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Dargo Bushcamp Muster Derek Hale 0408 514 790 

Mar 2 –4  Family Firesiders QLD Esk Muster Stuart Scullett-
Dean 

07 4123 6142 

Mar2—5 Sydney City Slickers NSW Patonga Muster Deb Cohen 02 9314 6265 

Mar 27—Apr 18 Southern Highlanders NSW Hartwood Muster Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Coming Events Check the Events Calendar on the Web Site for further details. 
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