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The Nomad is a publication of the Austra-
lian Caravan Club Limited, it is published 
for the benefit of club members. 
 

All contributions and suggestions for fu-
ture issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 
 

The content of this magazine is subject to 
copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have 
obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been 
used. 
 

Opinions expressed in any article are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the Club Management. 
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for by the advertiser. Members and read-
ers should not assume that the inclusion of 
an advertisement is a recommendation as 
to the suitability or otherwise of the prod-
uct or service being advertised. 
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From The Editor 
G’Day All, 
 

As usual, a mixed bag in this is-
sue, but all of it good reading! 
 

Another National Muster has 
come and gone, and wasn’t it a 
beaut? We contributesd a huge 
amount to the local economy, and 
the result of the bushfire appeal 
was simply outstanding. Well 
done to all involved. 
 

Some interesting reading in the 
Chairman’s Report. The last few 
months have seen some fairly vi-
cious sniping at the ACC on other 
forums. Tom’s report reveals 
those items for what they really 
are—malicious gossip and half-
baked opinions by armchair spe-
cialists. At least they’ve gone 
rather quiet now, although no 
apologies have been forthcoming. 
 

Life is good, let’s live it! 
Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Autumn) issue is February 

10th, 2014. 

Towing Etiquette                    23 
Roscoe has put together a 
great article on proper road 
Behaviour—a “must read” 
 

Official Business 
 

Chairman’s Report                   8 
Chairman Tom’s report to 
the 2013 Annual General 
Meeting. 

Spooky scene among the ruins at 
Burra (South Aust.) 
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From the Chair 
It has been a very busy time for 
Sandra and I, with the National 
Muster, then going straight from 
Mudgee to north of Moree to help 
a friend with harvest. We were 
working there for two weeks. He 
had a reasonable harvest consider-
ing the last winter crop growing 
season, it just goes to show how 
much farmers have improved 
moisture retention in their soils. 
 

Also I attended the Wide Bay 

Burnett Nomads Muster at Yar-
raman - they have put up their 
hands to organise the Chairman’s 
Muster in Maryborough. Thanks 
for a great weekend. 
 

The 2013 National Muster at 
Mudgee was a great success with 
around 215 RVs there.  A big 
thank you to the Muster Team 
from Sydney City Slickers 
Branch led by Deb Cohen, it was 
a real team effort. One of the 
things I really enjoy at the Na-
tional Musters is catching up 
with members from across the 
whole country. 
 

Also at Mudgee we implemented  
our survey for members to com-
plete. Please take the time to fill 
in the survey, it is a case of the 
more you tell us the more we 
will know. There is more infor-
mation on the Survey in the 
“Nomad” and on the Web Site. 
 

We have a New Board Member. 
Bruce Beausang has come on to 

the Board and will be overseeing 
Club Communications and TAG.  
 

Next year the Chairman’s Mus-
ters will be in Yarrawonga, Vic-
toria, being organised by Peter 
Eade, and at Maryborough, 
Queensland. There is more infor-
mation elsewhere in the 
“Nomad”. 
 

Hope everyone has a very enjoy-
able Christmas with family and 
friends, and may next year be a 
healthy one with many K’s 
travelled. 
 

Merry Christmas,Tom 
 

ooOOoo 
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Interesting perspective of yesterday and today in the Adelaide Hills. (Photo: Greg Hamlyn S00063) 
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Mudgee was our first national 
muster and we were very im-
pressed! 
 

There were eight vans from our 
branch all placed randomly in the 
rings that encircled the main mus-
ter post. 
 

I was particularly fascinated about 
the efficiency of it all and how 
branches that had been organised 
to do their share, all working so 
well together. 
 

I have penned a few memories of 
the Saturday Night dinner-dance: 
 

A leisurely nap after the exhaust-
ing Old Farts Olympics – we lost.  
I applied a comb to the head or 
should have that been a wet 
towel?  A bit of anti-woof under 
the arms, half a dozen stubbies 
and we were out on the town. 
 

What, a line-up to get in?  At the 
door we were faced with a diligent 
five foot nothing sergeant major 
furiously trying to check every-
one’s entry ticket.  As we moved 
into the building I saw women 
walking around with plates of 
food placing them unobtrusively 
on each of many the tables. 
 

We were sectioned to half of a 
100 x 80 metre colour-bond shed, 
balloons and a plentiful plate of 
nibblies adorned the tables. 
 

The two girls entertaining did a 
wonderful job and very mindful of 
the era of those in the audience. 
 

It was great to see ‘old’ people 
without the encumbrance of their 
kids bopping along to the music.  
Grey heads, many of whom did-
n’t know the words but who cer-
tainly knew the tune, were nod-
ding their heads to the beat. 
 

As I looked around there, the la-
dies were still moving between 
tables with food or removing 
empty platters.  “Where am I?” I 
found myself asking “In some 
four star restaurant?”  These girls 
had smiles on their faces and a 

glint in their eye.  Maybe they 
knew they would be dancing to 
the music of their generation 
shortly. 
 

There was a move to donate to 
the bush fire appeal that was 
happening in the Blue Moun-
tains.  Some were standing offer-
ing cash.  It seemed that various 
branches were trying to out-do 
each other with the amount they 
could contribute.  The figure 

reached $3,000 
“Can I hear 
more?” the 
MC says. 
 

I am taken by 
the fashions.   
Some were 
v e r y  w e l l 
dressed while 
here was me 
sitting in my 
jeans and ‘Cec 

& Di” polo shirt. 
 

Everyone is wearing their name 
tag.  That starts me wondering if 
a fine system is in existence, per-
haps with the proceeds to go to 
the appeal.   My goodness, Nut-
bush City Limits comes on.  

Wow, look at those oldies soak 
up the fun.  Gosh, is that Lyn, the 
centrefold from years ago?  Oh, 
oh, nothing changes, more 
women than men on the dance 
floor.  These girls love it.  I even 
see two riddled with arthritis giv-
ing it a whirl. Thank God they 
left their pushers at the table. 
 

I looked and thought, it doesn’t 
matter how bad you are at danc-
ing, nobody cares.  All us oldies 
are having a ball and the two en-
tertainers are embracing the time 
in magnificent style. 
 

Ohhh, I wanted someone on the 
microphone to ask which girls 
used to frequent the Oceanic Ho-
tel Coogee, NSW back in the six-
ties.  I wonder if any of my old 
flames were out there?  A nudge 
in the ribs brought me back to 
reality. 
 

There is no class distinction to 
this.  No difference, maybe just in 
the faces and the size of their 
smile.  We are all the same. 
 

The clock keeps ticking.  Some of 
the older amongst us make a 
move for the door, mouthing the 
words of the song as they go. 
 

In the end it was fitting that the 
dance floor was full.  At the ta-
bles, some of the lone wine drink-
ers are using their newly acquired 
green wine glass covers and eve-
ryone was all so well behaved?  
Maybe the testosterone has fi-
nally leached out of these once 
fine specimens of the human 
race??? (the males of course) 
 

The last image I saw was a conga 
line weaving its way through the 
crowd. 
 

We are all caravaners.  Some 
more ubiquitous than others but 
we all love a good time and it just 
goes to show that our spirit hasn’t 
left us. 
 

If you missed Mudgee, make sure 
you don’t miss the next National 
Muster! 
 

ooOOoo 

Mudgee Dinner 
Dance 

 

(Ian Granland) 
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I have much pleasure in present-
ing my 2nd report as ACC Chair-
man. 
 

The last 12 months has seen the 
club achieve a net growth of 22%, 
to be over 1500 units and around 
3000 members. This is something 
we can all be proud of, as it is you 
the members that make this a 
great club to join and be involved 
in our activities. 
 

Financially  
The club is in a very strong finan-
cial position. Because of our 
growth we have exceeded the ex-
emption limit for not for profit 
entities and we have had to regis-
ter for GST.  Rob Tudor will say 
more in his Treasurers Report. 
 

Also due to the growth of the 
Club, the Board has decided to 
contract some of the workload. 
This support will be to help in the 
areas of Bookkeeping, Advertis-
ing and Promotion and if there is 
time left Policy. You could call 
this, growing pains. 
 

Marketing and Promotion 
Deb Cohen with the help of Rick 
Cooper and Noel Hawes have had 
a very productive year, with in-
creased advertising in the 
“Nomad” and on our Web Site. 
The cost of printing the “Nomad” 
has been funded by about 50% 
through advertising. 
 

We have attended Caravan and 
Leisure shows across the country, 
which has put out our Brand, in-
creased membership and also as-
sisted in the formation of new 
Branches. To all those that helped 
set up and man the stands, thank 
you, without your help we would 
not have achieved these results. 
So give yourselves a pat on the 
back. 
 

Club Shop 
Cec and Di Caterer have done 
another great job  running the 
club shop. With a turnover of 
close to $25000.00 in the last 
financial year, what more can I 
say, Thank you to Cec and Di 
and to all the members who have 
supported the club shop. Mind 
you with Cec out there no one’s 
game to not support the shop. 
 

TAG (Technical Advisory 
Group) 
This is a service to members and 
is slowly growing; I encourage 
members to contact the TAG 
Team if they need advice on 
Technical issues. Colin and his 
team have a lot knowledge that 
we can make use of. 
 

Budget Camping Committee 
and Farm Stay 
The role of the Budget Camping 
committee (Derek Hale and Den-
nis Carstairs) has changed with 
the Committee concentrating  on 
the Farm Stay program and 
Budget Camping Sites, while the 
Policy team has taken on the role 
of representing the Club on 
Budget Camping Issues. These 
changes have just evolved and I 
think we have a very positive 
outcome for Members. Sandra 
and I have stayed at 5 Farm stays 
now and I am not counting This-
tlebank.  All five have been a 
very enjoyable stays, I urge eve-
ryone to use our Farm Stay prop-
erties. Also I urge you to use the 
Budget Camping on our web 
site; members have put on some 
very good information on Budget 
Camping. 
 

Publicity 
Lionel has been active in helping 
start new branches by putting out 
press releases and doing radio 
interviews letting RVers know of 
our intentions to start up a new 
branch. He has also mentioned 
ACC in his articles in Caravan 
World. Ross Burgess and Veron-
ica Schwarz have collaborated to 
write an article on Towing Eti-

quette, we have sent this to Cara-
van & Motorhome Magazine and 
they have indicated that they will 
print the article. 
 

Also Lionel has recorded our club 
history; members can download a 
copy off the web site. 
 

Communications 
To help keep members informed 
as to what is happening at Board 
level, we have introduced regular 
e-mail Blasts with updates to all 
members who have e-mail. We 
have had positive feedback from 
the ones we have done so far and 
New Board member Bruce 
Beausang will be overseeing this 
in the future. 
 

Town Support 
The Club is offering towns and 
Local Governments advice on 
how to make their Town or Shire 
more attractive to RVers. Bevan 
Wittwer has taken on the role of 
Town Support Advisor. We will 
be providing advice on a case by 
case basis and it will be up to 
these towns and shires if they 
wish to make use of our advice.  I 
had a meeting with the Mudgee 
Mayor and Shire General Man-
ager on Tuesday and they were 
interested in contacting Bevan. 
 

Branch Committee 
In April the Board appointed 
Maria Minchin to the position of 
Deputy Chair of the Branch Com-
mittee to help the Committee 
Chairman Brian Ward. We now 
have representatives from all the 
states on the committee and they 
are out there making sure new 
members are being contacted 
helping them become more in-
volved with the club. Thank you 
to all the state representatives and 
Maria for taking on this work. 
 

Special Interest Groups 
K.I.T 
Kids In Tow, this group is for 
members who travel with chil-
dren, Col Hopgood is the person 
to talk to if you are interested in 
being a member of this group. 

Chairmans Report 
to the 2013 Annual 
General Meeting. 

 

(Tom Smith) 
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Family owned and operated for over 35 
years providing a one-stop shop for all 

your caravanning needs. 

General and Insurance  
Repairs 
 

Servicing and  
Maintenance 
 

After Market Installs 
 

12volt Systems and Solar 
 

Gas & Safety Certificates 
 

Warranty Repairs for most 
Major Manufacturers 
 

Spares and Accessories, 
over 2000 items in stock 
 

Quality Workmanship 
 

Friendly Service 

3 Way Fridges 
 

Awnings 
 

Gas and Diesel Heaters 
 

TV’s and Antennas 
 

Air Conditioners 
 

L.E.D. Lighting 
 

12v and Solar 
 

Chassis Equipment 
 

Toilets and Sanitation 
 

Spares and Accessories 

Call in today & meet our 
great team of friendly staff. 

 

Most of you have participated in 
the two well organised pancake 
breakfasts for KIT. KIT is a great 
initiative for kids, their parents 
and grandparents. 
 

Lone Trekkers 
This group for those who travel 
alone has had their 2nd birthday 
during the Muster. For more infor-
mation please talk to Bernie Barn-
well 
 

Full Time Travellers 
The board is in the Process of set-
ting a group for members who are 
on the road full time after a sug-
gestion from a member. On our 
forum there has been discussion 
on what name to call this group. 
 

ACCESS 
Australian Caravan Club Envi-
ronmentally Sound Scheme is a 
code of conduct to follow when 
travelling .More information is on 
our web site. On behalf of the 
Club we contacted all the State 

Governments Departments of 
Environment, asking them to 
support ACCESS. So far we 
have had 5 State Governments 
(NSW, Victoria, Qld, SA and 
W.A) write back supporting AC-
CESS, this is a great result. Peter 
Millar has taken on the role of 
ACCESS Co-ordinator, thank 
you Peter for taking on this role. 
Something like 25% of members 
is in ACCESS. 
 

Insurance 
We are still working on develop-
ing an Insurance scheme for 
members to use insuring their 
RVs. Ray Cornall has been very 
active in trying to achieve an In-
surance scheme and is using the 
information that we gained from 
the insurance survey.  Thank you 
to all who returned the survey it 
has been very useful. 
 

Policy 
At the last National Muster John 

Snell and Keith Males joined the 
Policy Team. Keith has taken on 
the role of statistician and John is 
helping with research. This has 
helped to share the work load, 
and improved our professional 
delivery. It is now very much a 
team effort putting together the 
submissions. ACC is slowly but 
surely gaining a reputation as a 
club who represents all RVers. 
On 26 August The ACC was in-
vited to attend and give evidence 
to the NSW Legislative Council 
General Purpose standing Com-
mittee No3 Inquiry into Tourism 
in Local Communities. Feedback 
from us attending has been posi-
tive and Graeme and I have learnt 
a lot from being part of this hear-
ing giving us a much greater in-
sight into the political and lobby 
process. 
 

We have also sent letters to Local 
Governments on issues to do with 
Budget Camping, two councils 
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have contacted us for more infor-
mation. Also the Policy team is 
supporting Bevan with his Town 
Support work, a team effort. 
 
 

MoTOURing 
MoTOURing was a great concept 
and the ACC supported the idea of 
one United Voice for all Rvers. 
However the ACC will always 
reserve the right to disagree, we 
are not blind followers of other 
organisations with agendas differ-
ent  to our own. 
 

The ACC board agenda is to do 
everything we can to improve the 
RV conditions and lifestyle for 
our members and by extension to 
all RVers.  
 

Last November Craig and I at-
tended a MoTOURing Meeting at 
the CMCA head office. At that 
meeting, without any prior notice, 
a motion was moved that ACC 
had to agree to be part of the 
CMCA LNT scheme or we could 
no longer be a member of 
MoTOURing. Craig and I said we 

could not make a decision at that 
meeting because it was an issue 
for the ACC Board to decide.  
Also at that meeting I raised the 
issue of the high cost of NSW 
Caravan Registration, Other 
MoTOURing members said that 
they were not going to do any-
thing to help ACC in its efforts 
to have caravan and trailer regis-
tration costs reduced in NSW. 
 

The board then sought legal ad-
vice which basically said that the 
ACC could not join a scheme 
controlled by another organisa-
tion over which ACC has no 
control. The CMCA LNT is a 
scheme owned and controlled by 
the CMCA. Only the CMCA can 
make rules or amend the rules of 
the CMCA LNT scheme and 
ACC has our own environmental 
Policy called ACCESS. 
 

At the March Face to Face Board 
meeting, the Board decided to 
withdraw from being a Member 
of MoTOURing. 
 

Since the decision to withdraw 
from MoTOURing, there have 
been more doors opened to ACC 
than closed, as we are now seen 
to be our own club, with our own 
policies. We are seen to be a club 
willing to represent all RVers. 
 

If ACC were to agree to re-join 
MoTOURing, MoTOURing 
would have to be more democ-
ratic and representive. 
 

Survey 
We have handed out a survey 
during the Muster also it will be 
on the web site and in the 
“Nomad”. Please fill it in and en-
courage members not here to also 
fill in the survey, the results will 
help guide the Board in the fu-
ture. 
 

Chairman’s Musters 
We had 45 RVs at the Chair-
man’s Muster held in Bingara, we 
raised $480 for the Helping 
Hands Friendly Faces Founda-
tion. Thank you to all who at-
tended to make it such a fantastic 
weekend. 
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Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Many of our members  have 
toyed with the idea of forming an 
ACC branch which would cater 
to their particular needs—it could 
be to simply get together with 
other local members, or to get a 
common interest group together 
(e.g. antique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around 
waiting for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an email to the 
Secretary, and find out how easy 
it can be—he’ll be glad to walk 
you through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

Update Your Details! 
 

Sadly, every week, we have mail 
that we have sent to a member 
returned to us marked “No 
Longer at This Address”.  
 

On behalf of the club’s record-
keepers, please, drop us a line or 
a call to let us know when any of 
your details have changed!   

2014 National Muster Steering Committee Phone: 08 8762 0979 or 0407 114 193 

Next year I am planning to have 
two Chairman’s Musters, one at 
Yarrawonga (Vic.) on the week-
end of 2nd and 3rd May and an-
other one in Maryborough (Qld) 
in late June early July, we are still 
working out the dates. Peter Eade 
has put up his hand to help organ-
ise the Muster at Yarrawonga and 
Ray and Bev Cornall are helping 
with Marryborough.  Thank you.  
 

More information will be on the 
Web, in the “Nomad” and in an E-
mail blast. 
 

The Board 
Over the last 12 months the Board 
has had 2 face to face meetings 
that last 2 days over a weekend— 
at these meetings we invite club 
officials to attend either in person 
or via Skype. We have found 
these to be very productive and 
beneficial.  Along with having 
Board meetings at the beginning 
of and at the end of the National 
Muster, we also have electronic 
Board meetings, plus the use of e-
mail to discuss issues in between 
board meetings. Next year we 
hope to add another face to face 
meeting in the agenda if we can 
get all the board together. 
 

Jenny Beausang has decided to 
step down from the Board at this 
National Muster, so thank you 
Jenny for all you have done while 
on the Board and all the best for 
the future. As there were only 2 
nominations for the 2 positions on 
the board, Rob Tudor and Bruce 
Beausang have been elected to the 
Board unopposed. Bruce welcome 

to the Board, I hope you find be-
ing on the Board a rewarding 
experience and see me later for 
your job list. Rob thank you for 
staying as our Treasurer and 
Webmaster. 
 

To all the Board Members, 
Craig, Jenny, Rob, Brian and 
Deb, thank you for all the work 
you have done on behalf of the 
Club and also the support and 
advice that you have given me as 
Board Chairman, we really are a 
great Team. 
 

To everyone else who has helped 
me as Chairman, thank you, your 
support and help are very much 
appreciated. I will not mention 
names as I do not want to miss 
someone, so again—thank you. 
 

As to the future, I see ACC 
growing in numbers, playing an 
increasing role in representing 
RVers, while maintaining our 
very positive and friendly atmos-
phere adding to our ability to 
have a darn good time. 
 

To my wife Sandra, thank you 
for all you help, I couldn’t do 
this without you. 

ooOOoo 
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You have all heard Tom going on about the importance of keeping records of your expenditure during a mus-
ter!  He does this because there is currently a vibrant discussion going on regarding Independent Camping and 
Caravan Parks.  Many of you would be aware of this, one of the latest results being the Nygan Council action 
to remove the town notice “RV friendly town” and restrict local free camping areas.  This is not a local event, 
similar situations have and are arising across the whole of Australia. 
 

Many of us are happy with caravan parks although some are becoming expensive and some are now at an  un-
acceptable level.  Those members who use independent camping need your help to counteract this movement 
and one of the best ways to do this is to let the local councils know just how much money you spend each time 
you stay in or close to a town.  It is not just the caravan parks who get your money, it is mainly the local busi-
nesses which in many towns are suffering badly from lack of trade. 
 

Collecting cost data is frankly a pain in the neck, so we have tried to relieve the pain by the use of standard 
cost sheets available on the web page [www.australiancaravanclub.com.au] for download. See sample next 
page. 
 

One of these forms is for manual entry [RV2} and the other[ RV1] for automatic calculation for those with 
some computer experience.  Both sheets were produced using the Microsoft Excel program 2007 but other for-
mats can be considered.  Form RV2, being manual will  be available in PDF format only.  A notes sheet re 
what input goes in what column is also available. 
 

Everyone has a different idea of how the data should be collected, but the columns indicated on the sheets 
seem to satisfy most members and if the format is closely followed the work required to produce the end result 
of a substantial database, will be a little easier. 
 

What should you do with this data ?   If you do not belong to a branch: 
 
 
 
 
    

Branch members will probably find it easiest to pass the data to their secretary or someone nominated at the 
end of each muster, so that they can email/post the information as above.   All cost data will be collated and 
entered into the main database. 
 

To let you know how the cost figures are going a cost/percentage table will be published in each issue of the 
Nomad i.e. 

ooOOoo 

email to: 
 expenses@australiancaravanclub.com.au  

Or post to: The Secretary 
   Australian Caravan Club Limited 
   PO Box 631 
   Patterson Lakes, Vic, 3197 

%          

$          

(Keith Males) 
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Explore Europe Eco-
nomically 

Ever wanted to tour Europe by mo-
torhome but never found an economi-
cal and practical way of doing it? 
With rental costs as high as £750 a 
week and more for a six berth in the 
European summer anything more 
than a couple of weeks becomes very 
expensive and you can only scratch 
the surface of what Europe has to 
offer in that time. You really need 
several months. You could buy a 
cheaper vehicle and try to sell it a 
few days before leaving but this too 
can lead to a significant loss if you’re 
forced into a panic sale. And what if 
you can’t sell it at all? You won’t be 
the only person keen to sell a mo-
torhome at the end of the season 
when demand is down and prices de-
pressed. 
 

So what’s the solution? 
Consider one of the increasingly 
popular Buyback deals available 
from Select First Motorhomes Ltd. 
Buybacks allow long term use of a 
motorhome with a guaranteed finan-
cial exit for a pre-agreed price at a 
future date.  Because you buy and 

own the vehicle it’s yours to take 
wherever you choose, and because 
it’s not part of a rental fleet return 
dates and prices can usually be re-
negotiated at short notice if you de-
cide to continue your travels beyond 
your original return date. In many 
cases the cost of extending owner-
ship by a month or two is minimal. 
The vehicles used in these schemes 
have invariably been privately 
owned – they’re not worn out ex-
rentals. In fact it is usually the best 
vehicles being offered on this 
scheme as Select First Motorhomes 
expect to get them back into stock.  
All sizes and types of motorhome 
are available, from older camper-
vans to recent six berth luxury mod-
els.  Left hand drives are popular for 
European use and Select First Mo-
torhomes can usually offer this op-
tion. Buyback schemes become eco-
nomic for periods from three 
months upwards and suitable vehi-
cles start at around £16,000 sterling. 
Insurance for visiting Australians 
shouldn’t be a problem up to a vehi-
cle value of £40,000, and Select 
First Motorhomes can help you reg-
ister the vehicle even as a non-

resident.  The motorhome is usually 
equipped with picnic tables and 
chairs, bedding, gas bottles, cutlery, 
crockery and other basics are also 
supplied.  Collection from UK air-
ports on arrival can be arranged at 
low cost, and also booking into a 
nearby campsite so you can rest and 
become familiar with the motorhome 
before beginning your travels. 
 

If you want to tour Europe in your 
own time without it costing a fortune 
a Buyback deal is the answer. Select 
First Motorhomes have been offer-
ing this scheme for over eight years 
and can offer references from recent 
past customers and we are conven-
iently situated in the South East of 
the UK for the beginning of your 
tour.  
 

The independence, freedom and 
flexibility of a Buyback deal is hard 
to beat and if you choose a right 
hand drive compliant motorhome, 
when you’ve finished your tour why 
not look into bringing it back to Aus-
tralia? 
 
Graham Marchant 
(Select First Motorhomes Ltd.) 
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Thistlebank - 
12465 Gurya Road, Tingha  NSW 
2369.  
Email thistlebank@bigpond.com   
Home Ph—02 6723 3303   
Mob—0429 870 823     
Contact Tom & Sandra Smith 
 

Beechworth Farm Stay  
1399 Woolshed Road  
Beechworth  Vic  3747  
email theshed139@hotmail.com 
Home Ph—03 5728 1464   
Mob—0400 771 454    
Contact Allan & Vicki Davis 
 

Googoomara -  
Herbert Park Road, Armidale  NSW 
2350  

mightyfinebodworks@hotmail.com 
Home Ph—02 6775 1722   
Mob—0428 510 808  
Contact Lola Beaton 
 

Greg’s At Givelda -  
664 Pine Creek Road, 
Bundberg  QLD 4670   
email landie76@hotmail.com   
Mobile Ph - 0416 209 952   
Contact Greg & Christine Lawson 
 

Leopards Den   
10A  Costin Street Narooma  NSW 
2546   
email grantrans@netspace.net.au   
Home Ph  -02 4476 2880   
Mob - 0419 139 127    
Contact Chris & Di Woods 
 

Lower Heart   
165 Lower Heart Road Sale VIC 
3850   
email dghale45@bigpond.com   
Home—Ph 03 5144 4174   
Mob -0408514790   
Contact Derek & Gwen Hale 
 

Meadow Creek   
1207 Moyhu Meadow Creek 
Road,  Meadow Creek, VIC 3732 

email alexdot@harboursat.com.au   
Home Ph -03 5729 5558    
Contact Alex & Dot Mark 
 

Narrabri Farm Stay   
79 Tomlinson Lane Narrabri  NSW 
2309   
email tomlinsone@bigpond.com   
Mob Ph—0427 255 442   
Contact Liz Tomlinson 
 

Notre Maison   
130 Sittella Road Howard Springs 
N.T. 0835   
email slipdavis@hotmail.com  
Mob—0403 800 865   
Contact  Lindsay & Imelda Davis 
 

Port Curtis   
109 Jelicoe Street Port Curtis QLD 
4700   
email manager@mfs.mercyca.com   
Home Ph 07 4922 6809   
Mob 0427 684 021   
Contact Glenn Raine 
 

The Cams At Tamworth  
1265 Manilla Road Tamworth 2340   
email lcam5@bigpond.com   
Mob Ph 0428 608 162   
Contact  John & Loretta Cam 

ACC Farm Stay 
Our farm-stay scheme is growing 
slowly , but surely! All it needs to 
help it grow more is YOU! 
 

Following is a list of the current 
bank of hosts. They are ready and 
willing to make you welcome, so 
why not give it a go—you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised! 
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We usually travel three or four 
months every year in our van, in 
addition to the short 4 or 5 day 
trips around Victoria with the 
Australian Caravan Club. One of 
the things that gets to us, on the 
longer trips especially, is sitting 
on the bench seats at night when it 
gets too cold to stay outside. As 
we get older comfort becomes 
more of an issue, and we were 
looking for a more comfortable 
alternative. We have a five year 
old Concept Ascot II van and 
while the seats are good quality, 
after sitting on them at least a cou-
ple of hours each night, we found 
they caused discomfit to our 
backs. 
 

A few years ago some friends in-
vited us to visit their caravan club 
who were having a weekend at 
Mount Franklin (beautiful free 
camping spot in the middle of an 
extinct volcano). One of the mem-
bers had recliner seats in their van 
and we were very impressed with 
this arrangement, and had been 
toying with the idea of doing the 
same in our van. 
 

So earlier this year, we went to the 
caravan and camping show at 
Caulfield racecourse with the ex-
press purpose of looking at vans 
with recliner seats. There were 
several examples for us to look at, 
and talking to some of the reps 
from the caravan manufacturers, 
we were told we would need to 
have two meters available space to 
accommodate two recliners and a 
table in the middle. I wasn’t sure 
we had that length available, so 
next day we made a quick trip to 
the van (our van is in storage) and 
yes we had almost exactly two 
meters. Now that we knew what 
we wanted, how do we go about 
achieving it? 

The reps at the Caulfield Cara-
van show had convinced us the 
manufacturers weren’t interested 
in modifying used vans so we 
made some calls to a couple of 
the local caravan repair and ser-
vice organisations – Harding’s 
and ADP Caravans - to deter-
mine if they could do the work 
and what cost would be in-
volved. One of them emailed us 
some photos and the cost for one 
seat conversion they had done, 
and it looked like it could be 
done within our budget. They did 
recommend that we first find re-
cliner seats that we would be 
happy with, and that could fit in 
the available space. We planned 
to use our existing table which 
was 52 cm wide, convert it to a 
tri-folding table and turn it 
around so it folds out from the 
wall. This meant that the reclin-
ers had to fit in a space approxi-
mately 74 or 75 cm either side of 
the fold out table. After a lot of 
searching and visiting nearly 
every furniture store in the east-
ern suburbs, we finally found 
what we wanted at The House of 
Recliners in Camberwell. We 
chose the Nordic 21 from IMG, a 
full leather seat (no PVC) which 
comes in 2 sizes, and the small 
size suited us perfectly. They 
weren’t cheap, $1199 each, but 
they were very comfortable, the 
right size, and had an adjustable 
headrest as a bonus. Plus foot-
stools. 

With the seats due for delivery in 
2 or 3 weeks, we needed to or-
ganise the conversion of the ex-
isting  bench seating to accom-
modate the recliner seats. This 
would involve removing the cur-
rent seating, cutting back the half 
wall between the old seats and 

the bed, converting the existing 
table to a tri-fold table, and build-
ing a bench and shallow cup-
boards behind the new seats. I 
drew up some rough plans and 
got together a few photos of the 
sort of thing we wanted, and ADP 
Caravans gave me an estimated 
cost based on this. The only prob-
lem was they couldn’t do the job 
until early to mid July, and we 
wanted to leave Melbourne by 
mid June heading up to Queen-
sland. Fortunately for us, we went 
away for the Anzac Day long 
weekend to Dargo with the Range 
Rover 4WD Club, and met Barry 
Dennis who turned out to be a 
cabinet maker, with some experi-
ence working for a caravan 
manufacturer. He had his own 
van at Dargo that he had reno-
vated and we were able to see the 
beautiful job he had done with the 
interior of his van. Barry was just 
in the process of setting up to 
work for himself and was happy 
to take on our little job. Once 
back home, we emailed the plans 
and images to Barry, agreed on 
an estimated price and gave him 
the go ahead. 
The first step for him was to re-
move the existing seating, and the 
table to convert to a tri-fold table, 
and to take accurate measure-
ments for the new cupboards. It 
was a bit of a shock to see the 
bench seats gone, and the empty 
space it left. After using the seats 
on and off for the previous 5 
years, sometimes for months at a 
time, it took a bit of getting used 
to seeing the van without them. 
 

It took Barry, a week or so to 
source the materials and build the 
new cupboards, and he duly ar-
rived to install them on the agreed 
date and time. The first task was 
to cut back the half wall that 
formed the back of the small side 

We Need New 
Seats! 

 

(Ray Windmill) 
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of the L shaped bench seat. The 
frame and bench-top had been 
prebuilt and went in quickly. 
 

Then the cupboard doors were fit-
ted, and the end added to the row 
of cupboards. It was starting to 
look really good. 

Once all the 
doors were fit-
ted, and the 
catches and 
handles added, 
the table was 
installed and it 
was nearly 
done. There 
were a few 
more small 
tasks, such as 
fitting the leg 
of the table, 
and adding a rubber stopper and 
Velcro to ensure it didn’t move 
around while travelling, removing 
the bracket that held the old table 
leg down, and filling in the holes 
on the floor and the walls. The 
end result was fabulous and 
looked great. There was also room 
for a magazine rack under the ta-
ble which comes in very handy. 

With the chairs in place, we sat 
and tested the new arrangement.  
It was sooo much more comfort-
able, and we realised we had a lot 
more space, making it far easier to 
get past each other in the kitchen 
area. A great bonus. The only dis-
advantage is that we have less 
seating if we have visitors, but the 

footstools work OK for a short 
visit.  

We have now travelled thou-
sands of kilometers and lived in 
the van for a couple of months, 
and we really love the new re-
cliners. So much more comfort-

able and easier on the back. It 
was definitely worth doing and 
we were very pleased with the 
professional result that Barry 
achieved.  It was also much more 
cost effective than trading in the 
old van and upgrading to a new 
van with recliners. 
Anyone in the Melbourne area 
interested in doing something 
similar can contact Barry Dennis 
at barry@fixmykitchen.com.au  
or call him on  0412717477.  

I can also email the plans for 
what we had done to anyone who 
is interested. 

ooOOoo 

the back yard to the front yard, 
the awning got caught on the car-
port and that was the end of that. 
 

We took off with a 16’6” van mi-
nus an awning and headed north. 
Our first night was Narrabri and it 
was hot and dusty, but we made 
it, then we went to Dalby and 
Maryborough.  
 

At Maryborough Sandra asked if 
we could update our van to get 
something that had a toilet and 
shower in it (she suffers demen-
tia) so we got on line and found a 
company named Hervey Bay 
Caravans, and updated to a  fully 
ready to go 19’ caravan. We 
brought a Creative (now defunct)
Tanami, but touch wood nothing 
has really gone wrong with it. 
 

We have toured Qld right up to 
Weipa and then across to Three 
ways and visited Tennant Creek, 
Katherine & Darwin. I had a long 
range HF radio installed in Dar-
win and then off to WA. 
 

Halls Creek was a dust bowl, 
Fitzroy Crossing with a popula-
tion of 1,500 has a caravan park 
that you would swear had a popu-
lation of 15,000. We headed to 
Derby and stayed there. 
 

Broome is a dead loss, if you 
have an animal contact the 
Broome PCYC and organise to 
stay there. It’s an animal heaven 
and one dog barks and the whole 
park errupts...quite funny actu-
ally. 
 

We worked our way down to 
Onslow and stayed there two 
nights and I was glad to see the 
tail end of that place.The servo 
ran out of fuel,the IGA had been 
burnt down about 1 month earlier 
and was now in the council bas-
ketball courts! 
 

We left there and headed to Den-
ham, Monkey Mia in my eyes is 
an over rated tourist attraction 
and it costs you $12:00 before 
you even get to park as it’s a 
State registered Heritage listed 
park and costs heaps. 

ooOOoo 

Letter to the Editor 
Afternoon Alan, 
 

Just thought that I would let you 
know how our trip around Aussie 
is going. 
 

Sandra, my wife, our two dogs 
and our 16’6”caravan took off 
from Peak Hill, Central West 
NSW. 
 

We left the awning behind due to 
the fact that as I was driving up 
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Then “bugger it” I said to  her 
As I threw it on the floor 
It’s only twenty bucks  I grum-
bled 
As I stumbled out the door! 
 

No sooner had I settled down 
Out  in my little shed 
When  I heard that all familiar 
voice 
“You must be bloody blind “ she 
said! 
 

I hurried back into the house 
And asked her “is it mine” 
She looked at me and smiled and 
said 

There’s a lucky members number   
Hidden in this mag 
I know its mine I can feel it 
I’ve got it in the bag 
 

I’ve read from front to back  
Scanned to the enth degree 
But I still cant bloody see it 
After reading number three 
 

Should I give it one more go 
Before I go into town 
Twenty bucks would be good 
The real jewel in the crown 

It’s right there  on  page nine! 
“Well bugger me your right 
again” 
I was reluctantly forced to say 
But I don’t need to get my glasses 
Its not MY number anyway! 
 

One day I know it  will come up 
It feels that way inclined 
I just hope that when it does 
It’s not so bloody hard to find! 
 

ooOOoo 
 

It’s in this issue as well Woodsie, 
I promise! (No guarantee that it’s 
your number though) 

The Lucky Number 
 

(Woodsie) 

Near Innamincka 
(S.A.) A quiet little 
backwater off the Coo-
per Creek. 
 

The green grass and 
water levels indicate a 
reasonable rainy sea-
son, resulting in some 
great camp spots along 
the length of this iconic 
waterway. 
 

Close to this particular 
spot are the original 
gravesites of Bourke & 
Wills. (Photo: Lazo) 
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“Leave the blasted thing in your 
back yard” was the initial tongue-
in-cheek response from two inter-
state road train truckies that I 
struck up a conversation with. 
 

During our chat, I began to appre-
ciate that simply coupling a van to 
a tug and trekking off into the 
wide open spaces demanded far 
more awareness than I realised. 
 

As I listened to these seasoned 
professional road users, I 
began to learn that my 
little rig of some 4 ½ ton-
nes was not the massive 
charge I believed it to be 
– in comparison to the 60 
tonne plus monsters I was 
capable of creating may-
hem with. 
 

Both truckies very 
quickly stated that their 
biggest “gripe” with tour-
ing vans was the far-too-
often occurrence of initiat-
ing an overtake, only to have the 
tug and tow speed up. 
 

 “We know how much power 
we’ve got, we know how long it 
takes to get out and around a 
slower moving combination at the 
speed it has been traveling, we 
know these roads so well that we 
know where/when we are going to 
“go”. 
 

Once we pull out we can’t go back 
– not with three or more wagons 
in tow. 
 

What those who speed up when we 
come out alongside don’t know – 
is that by-and-large (cowboys ex-
cepted) we are speed limited – 
and if we’re out on the wrong side 
and they speed up, it means we’re 
going to be out there longer….  
 

Our very carefully planned ma-
noeuvre goes out the window AND 
if something appears from the 

other direction – we WON’T pull 
back, we can’t…..” 
 

Those words brought home the 
gravity of what would happen 
and I realised that my little Hilux 
and tandem van presented abso-
lutely no threat to the mass of a 
road train moving back against 
me in fear of a head-on collision 
with a similar oncoming mass. 
 

From that day on, I began the 
effort to tow my van with ALL 
road users in mind - bicycles in-
cluded – and the effort has more 
than been rewarded in avoiding 
calamities many times. 
 

So, for the benefit of all road us-

ers – I have put together this col-
lection of courtesies. 
 

RV Convoys and Tagalongs 
 

By far the most frustrating mov-
ing obstacle (and I mean the sin-
gular) most of us come upon is 
the gaggle of RV’ers traveling in 
convoy with precious little (if 
any) concern for their impinging 
presence on other road users. 
 

How often have you gained on a 
group of happy travelers all 
bunched up together like a slow 
moving freight train? Of course, 
this little group are either igno-
rant or arrogant enough not to 
notice a growing “tail” of frus-
trated motorists and transport 
operators, but merrily sojourn 
along “their” way in a comfort 
zone of numbers. They are 
probably the most dangerous so-
ber/drug free moving obstacle 

the rest of us will encounter. 
 

It is all too frequent that we find 
this merry little group also “hog” 
the UHF on channel 40 – and it is 
almost impossible to break into 
their unrelenting succession of 
transmissions and advise them 
that others are becoming impa-
tient and wish to overtake. More 
on this later. 
 

We have learned that it is courte-
ous to leave a good 500 metres 
(more if on a winding road) be-
tween us and anything traveling 
at our speed. 
 

Only if we know we are going to 
overtake, do we close this gap 

and be ready for a safe, 
opportune and realistic 
chance to do so.  
 

If we can’t overtake it’s 
also courteous to drop 
back and leave an ap-
propriate distance be-
tween us to let vehicles 
behind, pass safely. 
 

We have experienced 
far too often, in fact 
probably at an increas-

ing rate, convoys of 
RV’s bunched together 

snugly – which almost guarantees 
that some impatient driver is go-
ing to take us all on in the one 
move and create potential bedlam 
in the process. 
 

Please, please and pretty please, 
folk – stay well back and well-
spaced to allow faster vehicles a 
safe opportunity to pick us off 
one at a time. 
 

The Centre-line Hogger. 
 

This one either lacks ability or 
simply cannot judge where the 
left of the RV is running on the 
road and positions itself exactly 
on, or even just over the centre 
line.  
 

With only an 8’ wide van or mo-
tor-home in tow, it is not difficult 
to learn where the left wheels are 
running. 
 

The centre-line hogger creates a 
risk to following users by forcing 

Towing Etiquette 
(Take Care Out 

There) 
(Rosco & Veronica) 

“We won’t pull back—we can’t! 
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them to pull well over onto the 
wrong side of the road just to take 
a peek at oncoming traffic/
opportunities. 
 

Please, please learn where your 
rig is sited on the road and like-
wise try to keep as close to the fog 
line or left as practicable.  You’ll 
be making all our travels much 
safer. 
 

Rear View Mirrors 
 

Next up, the driver who believes 
his or her rear-view mirrors are 
only for cosmetic purposes or 
adornments to the vehicle - 
 

I don’t want to engage in a discus-
sion on the merits of rear view 
cameras vs mirrors – as there is 
NO discussion – you must have 
mirrors, and must be able to see 
overtaking vehicles – cameras or 
not! 
 

I often creep up on a centre-line-
hugging RV and am unable to 
view their mirrors – either side. 
This also means that they are un-
able to see me. What hope do 
these drivers have of acknowledg-
ing that anyone is following ex-
cept when on curves, tight ones at 
that! 
 

I don’t know how many times I 
have pulled out and commenced 
to overtake – only to be forced 
back by the vehicle ahead moving 
over the line. For the life of me 
(literally!) I cannot understand 
such behaviour. 
 

The Speedster 
 

So far, I have mentioned slower 
moving RV’s – let’s take a peek at 
the ballistic missile mob. They 
have limited time, ridiculous dis-
tance demands and far too often a 
load that is very poorly balanced. I 
see these mainly during holiday 
seasons – and try to avoid them 
like the bubonic plague – they are 
running late for their accident and 
have absolutely no regard for 
those they threaten. 
 

They are usually a smallish tug or 
family sedan/wagon loaded to the 
hilt, with a great load also on the 

roof, attempting to haul a van 
grossly oversize for the capabil-
ity of the vehicle. This is com-
bined with the impatience to be 
first on race day to reach their 
destination – be it accident or 
misadventure.  
 

This group probably causes more 
accidents than they become 
physically part of and sadly their 
imposition on those who travel 
responsibly does not have any 
effect on them.  
 

There probably is no greater dan-
ger period in which to travel than 
during gazetted holidays – the 
shorter the break, the greater the 
risk. 
 

However, we can do things 
which really don’t amount to 
much extra effort to promote our 
safety. 
 

Understanding Truckies 
 

There may be many reading this 
who are not aware of why a truck 
that has overtaken you, flashes 
its indicators “left, right, left”. 
This is a way of conveying 
“thank you” for something you 
have done to make the driver’s 
manoeuvre easier. 
 

If we are out in the back-blocks – 
we all have a duty to assist some-
one broken down – guess who is 
most likely to come to your as-
sistance. Yep, a truckie  – and 
with an arsenal of options. So 
please, show a little courtesy to 
these interstate companions we 
share our roads with. 
 

I won’t go negative here with 
regards to some of the local   de-

may is beyond me – I couldn’t, 
and just barely do with my little 
van and tug. 
 

UHF 
 

UHF is one of the greatest assets 
for outback RV’ing. There are 
many advantages but here are just 
a few. 
 

Channel 40 for the most, channel 
29 for Pacific Hwy north of Syd-
ney to Brisbane. 
 

Once out of the trash and imbe-
cile range of larger towns – we 
have learnt that monitoring the 
road channel provides a new di-
mension to our travels. 
 

The “jargon” truckies use keeps 
us entertained for hours – and we 
have learned to “locate” most 
trucks on outback highways. It is 
simply a matter of determining 
who is passing who – and who 
has passed you. But it also af-
fords much invaluable informa-
tion of what lies ahead –warning 
of straying cattle being one of the 
most beneficial. 
 

“Blue” language is often used as 
adverbs and pronouns.  To some, 
I firmly believe it impossible for 
them to string one sentence to-
gether without these few conjoin-
ing words and phrases. We have 
noted that this verbal behaviour 
tends to exist on the fringes of 
populous areas and is rarely heard 
out on the plains. Well, perhaps 
by a few from habit. 
 

If you are offended by language 
bordering on obscenities such as 
this, I suggest that the benefits 

livery trucks/
vehicles we en-
counter around 
cities and major 
towns – but the 
outback blokes 
are worth their 
salt – and just 
how they toler-
ate some of us 
who must surely 
bring them to dis  
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more than justify tolerance. 
 

When being overtaken, a quick 
“you’re clear “xyz” ” over the 
UHF often results in the left/right/
left thank-you. If you’re lucky, 
you’ll be rewarded with a fair bit 
of valuable information – but I 
believe we can all appreciate that 
with 26 gears and a huge load me-
andering in tow – the bloke proba-
bly has just a little bit more to do 
with the controls than to pick up 
the mic and start a chat session. 
 

On one occasion, when it was evi-
dent that a road train was making 
ground on us – I called him up 
very early and offered him easy 
passage to overtake. “Just keep it 
going at a steady pace, mate – I’ll 
let you know when I’m gunna take 
you”. 
 

I told him I was struggling in the 
wind but if it would help, I would 
try to lift up our speed and pull 
back when he came out along-side 
– “Thanks mate, wish there were 
more with wobblies like you out 
here – gets a bit hard at times.” 
 

He told me early when he was 
about to go, and even from within 
our cabin I could hear the massive 
engine’s roar into its deep throated 
exhaust and almost immediately 
the huge front of shiny chrome 
and headlights appeared in my 
mirror – as soon as he came out 
and was along-side, I backed off 

and tugged 
at the van 
brakes a lit-
tle with just 
a bit of 
power on. 
Around he 
went – all 
four tankers. 
We got the 
left/right/left 
and he rap-
idly began 
to make dis-
tance be-

tween us – I 
tried to keep 
up to take 

advantage of his burgeoning pur-
chase into the wind, but the 
power ratio he had available left 
me wanting. 
 

About two minutes later, we 
were called up. ”You, with the 
little Hilux and the Retreat – you 
still on channel?” 
 

We were asked where we were 
going, where our stops were and 
where we intended taking on 
fuel. 
He told my partner to find some 
paper and a W00023 pen then began 
a long process of stating loca-
tions and fuel prices. What a re-
ward for a small courtesy. 
 

“Guess you wanna know how I 
know ‘bout this stuff?” Some-
thing began to gel, but he beat 
me to it. “Those four tankers 
which you let me take past you 
are exactly what you’ll be buying 
from – and I know when/how the 
blighters charge for it. Enjoy!” 
 

With that, he disappeared over 
the horizon – but it put a warm 
fuzzy feeling in me that has 
never waned. These blokes, folk 
– are humans, they know their 
stuff, they are professionals of a 
very high standard – please, 
please try to make their lives eas-
ier – NOT harder! 
 

One more aspect of monitoring 
UHF, concerns oversize loads – 
both leading and opposing. 
 

We have learned that an oversize 
load more often than not requires 
a “pilot” vehicle – and this de-
mands that any approaching 
heavy vehicle be advised of the 
width of the upcoming oversize 
load.  
 

I begin to take a serious look at 
anything which is “called” over 
3.0 m – we have come across one 
at 6.8m and I believe anyone 
reading this can appreciate that it 
is “all” of the black-top – both 
lanes!  
 

Fortunately, at this width – there 
is a multiple police escort – both 
front and rear – and they demand 
that you pull off the road. 
 

The pilots will try to get you 
safely past if you are following a 
particularly slow load – the lead 
pilot “talks” to the rear and can 
relay what is oncoming.  Again 
this is only available on the road 
channel and I would urge anyone 
traveling the main routes to learn 
to appreciate what widths are be-
ing “called” then observe the size 
of the approaching load. Works 
for us. 
 

Finally, let us re-track and add 
another paragraph to the closely 
bound convoy mob.  UHF.  More 
importantly, combining the hog-
ging of the road with hogging of 
the road channel. 
 

“Who’s cooking what and where 
tonight; who’s turn to get the ice; 
who’s on first; what’s on sec-
ond?” – and it goes on and on for 
a seemingly un-ending exchange 
of all parties.  And, they are igno-
rant/oblivious to the FACT that 
others are trying to tell them to 
clear the channel. No-one can 
break in and we suffer following 
the happy little slow moving, 
close bunched up group for mile 
after endless mile listening to 
their trivial exchange. 
 

I have sometimes been able to 
make contact with a following 
truckie during one of these epi-
sodes – and the response was 
d e a f e n i n g …  “ 

Oversize Loads come in all sizes –give them plenty of 
room! 
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We get this more than you could 
imagine, mate. Just listen to how 
quiet their little gathering goes 
when I pull these wagons up 
alongside” And I did, with a slight 
chuckle under my breath. 
 

Please, please –if you want to 
chit-chat in an RV convoy – show 
every road user some respect and 
slip down to channel 18 – use it, 
or lose it!  
 

And, if one of the members has 
programmable scanning UHF – 
monitor channel 40 whilst you are 
down there. Someone might just 
be trying to contact you, espe-
cially when you post Ch. 40 & 18 
on the back of your RV! 
 

Cyclists 
 

Ok, so far I have mentioned vehi-
cles which bear potential threat to 
our existence – but there is a very 
real and probably more significant 
type of vehicle in which the role is 
reversed, and we should take care 
to consider their safe passage. 
 

As a cyclist, I can adamantly state 

that precious few 
motorists pay any 
regard to someone 
plodding along 
under their own 
power – especially 
not posing any 
risk/damage to 
their vehicle. But, 
I can very much 
assure you, the 
blast of wind asso-
ciated with being 
overtaken with 
less than a couple 
of feet of space at 
road speed, is 
frightening.  
 

I offer cyclists 
every opportunity 
to enjoy their 
mode of transport. 
If is see one, or a 
group traveling 
safely (fine point 
this, there are mo-
rons in the veloci-
pede ranks as 

well) and I can give them just a 
little more space between us – I 
indicate right and pull over the 
centre line… it is just a lovely 
way to promote the ACC tyre 
cover we display on the rear of 
our van. 
 

Learner drivers  
 

Same deal. I don’t want to com-
plicate their developing skills by 
harassing them so I leave more 
following distance to allow for 
occasional irrational actions. 
 

Pull Over and Let Them Pass 
 

And finally, if I note that there is 
a growing “tail” of vehicles be-
hind me – and I am unable to 
travel at the posted speed – I 
make use of available safe places 
to pull over and take a walk 
around the rig. It’s not rocket 
science – to me, it’s all about 
consideration and making the 
road a safer place.  
 

We have often observed places 
in which to allow following 

“tails” to clear us, but have been 
unable to slow down enough to 
enter them. I suggest we lobby 
local government to sign-post up-
coming parking refuges with ap-
propriate warning distances.  My 
suggestion would be for two such 
signs – one perhaps at 500 metres 
out and one at 50 metres. 
 

I’d like to believe that we are all 
responsible and sensitive to being 
a hindrance to most, on the roads 
we share. Sadly, I observe quite 
the contrary. 
 

With our numbers growing every 
year, more and more needs to be 
implemented to accommodate us. 
Don’t for one moment ever con-
sider you are in isolation as an 
RV road user. We are all collec-
tively one entity and our needs 
deserve dedicated consideration. 
If we don’t lobby for needs, our 
safety and enjoyment will be 
compromised. 
 

As a very proud member of the 
Australian Caravan Club – which 
is for all RV’ers – I would en-
courage anyone reading my con-
tribution to seek out and make 
contact with any of our members 
or branches – our membership 
has grown immensely in the past 
few years and the benefits are 
quite substantial. 
 

You will be warmly welcomed 
and invited to join – at your 
choice. Some don’t, but most 
do… such is our determination to 
make RV’ing enjoyable and safe 
for all. 
 

ooOOoo 

The truckie knows what to do—do 
you? 
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
 

It has become apparent that many members—particularly our newer members are not fully aware of the 
many benefits that their membership entitles them to. Here’s the current list. To keep up to date, simply log 
on to the club website, then click on “The Club”, and then “Member Benefits”. 

 

All members are encouraged to patronize the businesses listed, they have been generous in supporting the 
ACC, and in turn warrant our support. There is an old adage that we need to bear in mind—it goes along 
the lines of “Use it or lose it”! 

ALL ABOUT AUTO 
www.allaboutauto.com.au 
info@allaboutauto.com.au 
20% discount on purchases 

NO BOUNDARIES * 
www.noboundaries.com.au 
kymlyn@noboundaries.com.au 
Specials as advertised. 

HARTLEYS CROCODILE  
ADVENTURES 
Captain Cook Hwy, Wangetti Beach, 
Qld 4879 
Ph: 07 4055 3576 
www.crocodileadventures.com 
sales@crocodileadventures.com 
10% offentry for self-drive visitors 
Contact ACC Secretary for vouchers. 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS * 
Ph: 1800 240 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Free water alerts and advice. 

CAMPING BUG 
Ph: 02 6762 7184 
www.campingbug.com.au 
10% off anything on website 
Use code “Nomad” or call 

CAMPS AND VANS 
Ph: 0416 043 492 
www.campsandvans.com 
campsandvans@live.com.au 
$5.00 off subscription. 

CELLERMASTERS 
www.cellarmasters.com.au/cmcommunity 
5% discount 

FREEDOM GRILL AUSTRALIA 
Ph; 1300 506 632 
www.freedomgrill.com.au 
sales@freedomgrill.com.au 
10% discount off normal price of FG-50 

ENGINESAFE 
Ph: 1300 764 476 
www.enginesafe.com.au 
sales@enginesafe.com.au 
10% discount on purchases 
Quote “Nomad13” when ordering 

FUSION CATAMARANS AUST P/L 
Ph: 0414 246 535 
www.pxn.com.au 
sales@fusioncats.com.au 
Free delivery of any products to the east-
ern states, inc. Tasmania. 

HIGHWAY ONE TRAVEL COM-
PANION GUIDE BOOK 
Ph: 0409 288 462 
www.highwayone.net.au 
Discount on purchase, Save $13 of full 
price with delivery. 

HITCH-EZY 
Ph: 0407 246 407 
www.hitch-ezy.com 
5% discount 

NATIONAL BENEFITS 

NOVUS WINDSCREEN REPAIRS 
www.novusautoglass.com.au 
michael.cooper@novusautoglass.com.au 
10% discount on all Novus products 
and services. 

NRMA PUBLISHING 
Ph: 1300 782 312 
23% off subscription to Australian 
Caravan + RV. 

OZLINKED 
Ph: 03 9020 3496 
www.ozlinked.com.au 
sanjay@ozlinked.com.au 
Partnership telecommunications ar-
rangement with ACC. 

THE HOSEBAG * 
Ph: 0438 385 622 
www.thehosebag.com.au 
judy@thehosebag.com.au 

TYRECHECKERS 
Ph: 1300 789 549 or 0408 778 492 
www.tyrecheckers.com.au 
enquiries@tyrecheckers.com.au 
20% off LED and Mechanical Tyre-
checkers, and deals on In-Dash Tyre-
dog TPMS by phone. Online offer 
when you type “Nomad” in the promo 
code section of the web checkout page. 

ULTRA TUNE AUSTRALIA 
www.ultratune.com.au 
10% off the local retail price of “Ultra 
Manufacturers Handbook Service”, 
“Ultra Minor Service”, and “Ultra Ma-
jor Service” at any of the 260 nation-
wide locations. 

W.T. THOMPSON 
Ph: 08 8382 6990 
www.southern-metal-spinners.com.au 
sales@southernmetalspinners.com.au 
20% off Dr. Livingstone range. 

QUEENSLAND 

BESTS CARAVAN SERVICE 
6/23 NissenSt, Pialba, Hervey Bay 
Ph: 07 4124 7166 
greta@bestscaravanservices.com.au 
3% discount on products and services 

BORUMBA FISHING& OUTDOORS 
111 Yabba Road, Imbil, Qld 4570 
Ph: 07 5484 5303 
www.borumbafishing.com.au 
borumba@gmail.com 
10% 0n orders of $50 or more. 

SUNCOAST CARAVAN SERVICE * 
17 Fishermans Road, Maroochydore, 
Qld 4558 
Ph: 07 5443 1036 
www.suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
info@sunshinecaravanservice.com.au 
10% discount on all items including 
spare parts. 

ESSENTIAL R.V. 
14 Glendale Ave, Hastings, Vic 3915 
Ph: 03 5979 3393 
www.essentialrv.com.au 
essentialrv@hotmail.com 
10% discount off RV accessories, cara-
van servicing. 

VICTORIA 

N.S.W. 

NOMAD COMPUTER SERVICES 
Ph: 0497 784 499 
mark@nomadcomputerservices.com.au 
10% discount on proof of membership. 

R&J BATTERIES 
1/7 McIlwraith St, Wetherill Park,  
NSW 2164 
Ph: 02 9616 3200 
www.rjbatt.com.au 
salesnsw@rjbatt.com.au 
10% off any purchase. 

LANDBASE AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 0408686 461 
www.landbase.com.au 
landbase@landbase.com.au 
12 months rego for 6 months fee for 
new clients. 
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ACC PREFERRED CARAVAN PARKS 
 

NATIONAL 

ASPEN PARKS 
All sites nationally 
www.aspenparks.com.au 

OZ PARKS CHAIN 
Ph: 02 6025 0209 
www.ozparks.com.au 
All sites nationally. 

N.S.W. 

ALBURY 
Albury Citygate Holiday Park 
Ph: 02 6040 6275 

BALLINA 
Ballina Lakeside Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 6686 3953 

BELMONT 
Belmont Pines Lakeside Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 4945 4750 

BLACKSMITHS 
Blacksmiths Beachside Holiday Park 
Ph: 02 4971 2858 

BUCKENDERRA 
Buckenderra Holiday Park 
Ph: 02 6453 7242 

CAREY BAY 
Paradise Palms Holiday Village 
Ph: 02 4959 1271 

COWRA 
Cowra Holiday Park 
Ph: 02 6342 2666 

DENILIQUIN 
McLean Beach Caravan Park 
Ph: 03 5881 2448 

EMU PLAINS 
Nepean River Holiday Village 
Ph: 02 4735 4425 

ETTALONG BEACH 
Ettalong Beach Holiday Village 
Ph: 02 4344 2211 

GULARGAMBONE 
Gulargambone Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 6825 1666 

HUSKISSON 
Jervis Bay Cabins & Hidden Creek Real 
Camping 
Ph: 02 4441 5809 

INVERELL 
Sapphire City Caravan Park * 
Ph: 02 6722 1830 

KINGSCLIFF 
Drifters Holiday Village 
Ph: 02 6674 2505 

MUDGEE 
Mudgee Valley Tourist Park 
Ph: 02 6372 1236 

MUDGEE 
Mudgee Tourist & Van Resort 
Ph: 02 6372 1090 

NUNDLE 
Fossickers Tourist Park 
Ph: 02 6769 3355 

PEAK HILL 
Peak Hill Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 6869 1422 

SOUTH MAITLAND 
Coachstop Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 4933 2950 

SWANSEA 
Swansea Gardens Lakeside Holiday 
Park 

TERALBA 
Teralba Lakeside Caravan Park 
Ph: 02 4958 5370 

TWEED HEADS 
Pyramid Holiday Park 
Ph: 1800 617 323 or 07 5536 3666 

WANGI POINT 
Wangi Point Lakeside Holiday Park 
Ph: 4975 1889 

CHARTERS TOWERS 
Charters Towers Tourist Park 
Ph: 1800 357 944 

BARCALDINE 
Barcaldine Homestead Caravan Park 
Ph: 07 4651 1308 

QLD 

FISHERY FALLS 
Fishery Falls Holiday Park 
Ph: 07 4067 5283 

KILCOY 
Lake Somerset Holiday Park 
Ph: 07 5497 1093 

KURRIMINE BEACH 
Kurrimine Beach Holiday Park 
Ph: 1300 725 525 

NORTH TAMBORINE 
The Beacon on Tamborine 
Ph: 1300 732 879 

STANTHORPE 
Stanthorpe Top of the Town Tourist Park * 
Ph: 07 4681 4888 

GUNBOWER 
Gunbower Caravan Park 
Ph: 03 5487 1412 

VIC 

LAKE BOLAC 
Lake Bolac Caravan & Tourist Park * 
Ph: 03 5350 2329 

MILDURA 
Palms Caravan Park 
Ph: 03 5023 1774 

RUTHERGLEN 
Rutherglen Caravan & Tourist Park 
Ph: 02 6032 8577 

TAWONGA SOUTH 
Mount Beauty Holiday Centre 
Ph: 03 5754 4396 

RAVENSTHORPE 
Ravensthorpe Caravan Park 
Ph: 08 9838 1050 

W.A. 

Entries marked with an  * are 
owned/operated by ACC mem-
bers. 

Hey Everyone—Use Them, or Lose Them. 

Craft at Mudgee 
 

One of the activities on offer at 
this year’s National Muster was 
the craft classes.  
 

Many of our lady members 
availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity to make their own bags—
here are a couple of samples of 
their work - 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the  current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner  nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter—
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

Bello’s snow drapped forest took out the August comp. with “Winter” as its theme. Brrrr! 
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September’s theme was “Spring”. Vinnie & Kat won with these babies in the nest. Nice One! 

This colourfull little guy gave Dunco a win in October, with its “Bird” theme. 
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From the Branches 

The Tassie Travellers as a branch 
of the ACC was formed on the 
16th March 2013 with a meeting at 
the Longford Caravan Park. The 
Branch  happened because of  the 
efforts of Bernie Barnwell, our 
fair weather part time Tasmanian-
he goes North for the Winter- 
plenty of assistance from Lionel 
Mussell & enough Tasmanian 
members to satisfy the Constitu-
tion.  
 

The Office Bearers elected were: 
President:  Bernie Barnwell 
Vice President: John Bosworth 
Secretary: Lyn Denning 
Treasurer: John Enright 
Muster Co-ordinator: Rik Oak 
Publicity: Rod Barwick 
 

Autumn in Tasmania is a good 
time to travel & New Norfolk on 
the Derwent River 36 kilometres  
upstream from  Hobart was look-
ing a picture  on the weekend of 
the 16th March when we met for 
our first muster as the Tassie 
Travellers. 
 

New Norfolk was settled in the 
very early 1800’s with settlers 
from Norfolk Island.  It was laid 
out in a very English manner with 
lots of the typical deciduous trees 
& as the area grew  many hop 

farms were established with Gi-
ant Golden poplars planted as 
windbreaks.  This all combines 
to provide stunning Autumn 
scenery. 
 

The very active Southern Tasma-
nian Caravan Club have their 
base/clubhouse at the caravan 
park. They rally monthly as well 
as a monthly meeting which we  
attended & enjoyed some very 
pleasant hospitality with an in-
vite to their Saturday BBQ 
lunch. The centre of attention 
was a 1965 English Ace Aerolite  
caravan, bought new in the UK 
& shipped out when the family 
emigrated. Flat aluminium clad-
ding  for the whole 10ft of it & 
still in fabulous condition, origi-
nal except for the addition of a 
tiny shower/toilet! 
 

Formalities were observed  for 
the conduct of our first meeting 
under Chairman Bernie on Satur-
day afternoon, with important 
business such as bank account 
set up, logos, number of meeting 
per year & publicity quickly 
sorted out. 
 

After Sunday breakfast with new 
members Pauline & Kevin who 
had driven from Devonport, we 
did a tour of local sites & headed 
further up the Derwent Valley as 
a tag-a-long. 
 

The Derwent River is tidal to 
New Norfolk & is fed by the wa-

ter which comes 
from the Central 
Highlands through 
7 Hydro power sta-
tions. 
 

Some rain & irriga-
tion since the hor-
rific January bush 
fires have every-
thing  looking at its 
Autumn best, but 
the scale & ferocity 

of the fires  were im-
possible to ignore, as 

was the amount of fencing re-
placed by Blaze Aid. Many  
thanks to all the mainland volun-
teers who helped out. You did 
make a difference. 
 

The draining of Lake Meadow-
bank for maintenance gave us a 
view of the Derwent River as it 
used to be, running  free & strong 
from Lake St Claire & the power 
stations.  It’s a reminder of the 
value of a renewable energy 
source. 

Coffee at the Possum Shed Café 
on the banks of the Tyenna River 
at Westerway topped off a great 
afternoon with a visit to Bushy 
Park on the way back to New 
Norfolk. 
 

Bushy Park has the only hop farm 
in the valley now—there were 
130 farms at the height of the in-
dustry when hops were all picked 
by hand—it’s all mechanical har-
vesting now. 
 

Happy hour  lasted about 4 hours 
in the laundry at the caravan 
park—cos it was warmer in there! 
 

Monday saw some of us leaving 
after a great weekend of  camara-
derie. We discovered Shirley’s 
talents as a cook extraordinaire,  
& if that’s to be the tone of our 
musters, may there be many 
more. 
 

Our February muster to be held at 
the Port Arthur Caravan Park  
over the long weekend of 
14/15/16 February 2014. 
 

A warm welcome is extended to 
all from wherever you’ve trav-
elled. 
 

ooOOoo 

Tassie Travellers 
Inaugural Muster 

 

(Bernie Barnwell) 

Tassie Travellers with members of the Southern 
Tasmanian Caravan Club. 

First Tag-a-long. 
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The venue was Wallum Reserve a 
free camp rest area on the banks 
of Futter Creek 21km south of 
Calliope on the Gladstone-Monto 
Road.   
 

Futter Creek has become part of 
the Awonga Dam waterway and 
there is access to the creek from 
the park.   It has some nice shady 
trees and large flat grassy areas on 
good firm ground for parking 
wherever you wish.  Camp fires 
are allowed and it has 2 compost-
ing toilets well maintained by the 
local council.It’s also a great spot 
for side trips to places like 
Kroombit Tops, the railway tun-
nels towards Monto, some nice 
forestry areas, etc. 
 

The first 2 vans with George & 
Marion and Bevan & Joyce ar-
rived on Wednesday 13th and we 
set up camp for a late lunch after a 
drive to check out the sites at 
Boynedale further down the road.  
We soon got into the swing of 
laughing, eating, drinking and 
more laughter. 
 

Next morning the boys tried to 
help Diane from Woodgate (a po-
tential new member!) to fix some 
little issues with her brand new 
Mercedes RV on her first ever 
outing solo.  George and Marion 
had put out the ‘redclaw’ pots the 
night before and we checked them 
but no luck so far.   
 

By morning tea the threatening 
storm came with a deluge and we 
madly collected as much water 
off the van awnings as possible 
in our buckets and containers.  
The rain continued and while it 
poured the next caravan arrived 
with Rod & Val closely followed 
by Gary & Mary.  The trend of 
laughter, jokes, food and drinks 
continued as we sat around get-
ting to know each other while the 
rain came down.  George & 
Marion moved their pots across 
the creek with the kayaks in hope 
of improving their chances. 
 

Friday morning dawned fine and 
clear after the lovely rain and 
Rod & Val were first to check 
their opera house pots and were 
successful with quite a few red-
claw in their bucket as well as a 
few tiny catfish and cod.  Next 
George and Gary and the girls 
checked their pots and while 
only two redclaw were caught, 
one was an absolute monster, 
nearly half a bucket on its own.  
Next thing we heard the water in 
the creek bubbling and we 
looked down on a total mass of 
black shags actually herding a 
great school of fish up the creek 
assisted by a flock of pelicans 
bringing up the rear.  What a 
sight!  Later in the afternoon be-
fore another storm came through 
all the shags flew over us again, 
closely followed by the same 
pelicans, all on their way back to 
the main dam area. 
 

These were not the only birds 
sighted and on quite a few occa-
sions George brought out his bird 
book to check out a species, one 
in particular we think was a 
Monarch bird.  Once again we 
settled in for afternoon coffee, 
followed by 5pm beer o’clock 
then dinner, all interspersed with 
stories and jokes as we got to 
know each other. 
 

Saturday dawned another nice 
day in our camp spot.  Marion 
did her washing with her nifty 
little twin tub.  The redclaw pots 

were checked again and with no 
luck, taken out.  Bevan & Joyce 
paid a visit to another couple who 
live permanently on the road in 
their huge fancy RV.  The others 
took a drive to look at the Boyne-
dale bush camp and to find Kerry 
who had passed by earlier in her 
snazzy Kombi camper.  The rest 
of the day was relaxing and fun 
just like the other days and 
nights. 
 

Saturday afternoon we had a 
group photo taken by another 
young camper.  We also enjoyed 
a stunning sunset with a fiery red 
sun shining its last rays across the 
water.  On the previous night we 
had a huge cloud over the creek 
with the sun lighting it up from 
behind giving the proverbial 
‘silver lining’. 

Sunday morning saw Joyce head 
off in her car at 3.30am to return 
home for grandma babysitting 
duties leaving Bevan to pack up 
their gear and return home.  Ap-
parently some hijinx occurred 
when he tried to pack up the 
‘throw away’ shower tent with 
the help of the boys.  Mary was 
on the sidelines giving lots of ad-
vice. It all caused a great deal of 
frivolity which Marion captured 
on camera.  Everyone packed up 
that morning and headed off. 
 

All agreed that it was a very 
happy and successful camp and 
are looking forward enjoying  
more of the same. Next time we 
hope our other members will be 
able to join in the muster. 

ooOOoo 

Capricornia  
Tourers 

Futter Creek  
Muster 

 

(Elizabeth Benney) 
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Branch members started to arrive 
at the Barham Caravan Park on 
the 11th with most people being 
there by Thursday. 

 

The weather was warm and sunny 
on Thursday, as was the welcome 
at the park, with everyone being 
walked to their sites and guided 
on. 
 

That evening we were delighted to 
find an enormous fireplace in the 
camp kitchen/recreation room 
which was fed by massive logs. 
This room was great for the group 
as it had plenty of tables and com-
fortable chairs which meant we 
didn’t have to struggle to happy 
hour with chairs food and drinks. 
 

On Friday we found that the town 
was as welcoming to our club as 
the park owners had been and we 
were overwhelmed with the gen-
erosity of the following businesses 
that donated things for our raffles. 
 

Absolutely Fabulous Gifts and 
Old Wares 
Barham Meats 
Barham Newsagency 
Isla Mae’s 
Murray River Meats  
 

We hope that our members 
whilst in town and any of our 
caravanning friends passing 
through Barham will support 
these businesses that so kindly 
supported our club. 
 

Friday we awoke to rain that 

persisted until happy hour. This 
did not deter us as people ex-
plored the shops, made good use 
of the beautiful fire that the own-
ers kept well stoked and a num-
ber of the men volunteered to 
check out the club for a dine out 
and also managed to find the bar 
as well.  

 

The rest of our friends 
arrived today including 
most welcome friends 
from the Southern No-
mads Henry and San-
dra. 
 

Happy hour finger food 
was supplied for us by 
the park, with platters 
of pies, pasties, sausage 
rolls, egg and bacon 
pies and a variety of 

quiches and other savoury pas-
tries. Most of us agreed that we 
did not need dinner after this. 
 

We welcomed some new mem-
bers, Molly and Con, Sean and 
Narelle and Peter and Dianne, 

we hope you enjoy our club as 
much as we do! 
 

Saturday was a beautiful sunny 
day lots of opportunity to mingle 
and chat and a large number of 
us walked to the club next door 

for an excellent lunch. 
 

The afternoon was spent playing 
Ladder Golf, a new game intro-
duced to our Branch by Sandra 
and Henry. Thanks you for bring-
ing this along, it was great fun. 
 

At Happy Hour a number of new 
members won raffle prizes. The 
meat trays were won by, Brian 
Opie and Barb Auld. 
 

Sunday the branch treated mem-
bers to an egg and bacon or egg 
in the bread and bacon brekkie 
after which many went over the 
bridge to Koondrook to the Food 
Market and came back with 
bread, spreads, fruit and veg and 
even gammon. 
 

The rest of the day was leisurely 
with some playing Sequence or 
chatting the day away until 
Happy Hour where the drawing 
and navigational skills were 
tested in a game where a floor 
plan of a castle had to be drawn 
using only spoken directions. 
 

The winners 
were Sheila, 
Leslie, Mary 
and Ray. We 
hope those 
who got their 
North, South, 
East and West 
confused don’t 
get lost in the 
bush. 
 

A few of us 
had dinner in the Camp Kitchen 
and chatted around the fire.  
 

Some of our members left on the 
Monday and for those that were 
left Geoff cooked us egg and ba-
con sangers for lunch after which 
a few of us walked to the club for 
Monday Madness where Barb 
won a door prize and Shaz and 
Barb won major raffle prizes and 
a few of our group won minor 
prizes. 
 

It was a good muster in a friendly 
and welcoming town and caravan 
park. 
 

ooOOoo 

Bayside Wanderers 
Barham Muster 

 

(Mavis Parsons) 
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A great time was had by all de-
spite having to take drastic action 
to avoid being carried away by the 
gigantic mozzies! 
 

What a great venue for a semi 
bush camp! The facilities were 
first class, and I for one would be 
more than happy to have another 
muster there. 
 

Attendees in no particular order 
were Bob & Jacqui, Steve & Di-

anne, Bob & Irene, Terry & Judy, 
Bruce & Carol, David and Cathy, 
myself and Robyn. 
 

While the numbers were small, 
the enthusiasm was great. The fire 

box was as usual the gathering 
spot, and it also provided a 
“smoke screen” from the 
mozzies. 
 

Bush drives (both in and out of 
the mud) provided the enjoyable 
activities for some while wild-
flowers were the preferred option 
for others. Some even opted for a 

walk in 
the bush. 
As I men-
tioned ear-
lier, the 
venue pro-
v i d e d 
some great 
opportuni-
ties for 
nature ap-
preciation. 
 

S a t u r d a y 
night din-
ner was a 
B B Q 
cooked to 
perfection 

by the “Blue Team” after an ex-
tensive maintenance job on the 
BBQ plate. The wood fire pro-
vided some great coals as well as 
the required smoke screen. The 
“Pink Team” provided some de-
licious salads to complement the 
meat as well as some scrump-

tious deserts. 
 

Sunday’s bacon 
& egg bun break-
fast was a tasty 
start to the day at 
the later time of 
9.00am. Obvi-
ously the regular 
time of 8.00am 
was too early for 
some of the older 
members of the 
group. 
 

A game of Finska 
rounded off the weekend after 
which most wended their way 
home. All in all a very enjoyable 
weekend despite the lousy 
weather! 
 

ooOOoo 

It would seem that the members 
of the Southerly Busters went 
into hibernation during the winter 
period with numbers dropping 
off, we did however have a suc-
cessful weekend at Shellharbour. 
 

Despite the rain that we encoun-
tered early, the 3 vans in atten-
dance (one new couple Peter & 
Val Stanhope) and later our 
friends from the slickers John & 
Lorraine making it 4 vans. 
 

We had the usual happy hours 
and a get together with a B-B-Q 
on the Saturday afternoon with 
most of our Busters members at-
tending for the day including a 
now new couple joining us Les & 
Anita Sherwood who have been 
members of the ACC for many 
years.  
 

Sunday saw the usual breakfast 
this time we had pancakes sup-
plied and cooked by Kathy & 
Geri yum.  
 

June saw the Southerly Busters 
move on to Batemans Bay for the 
weekend with 6 vans in atten-
dance this produced the usual 
downpour with the van park mov-
ing us all to ensuite sites (due to 
flooding) much to the chagrin of 
James & Cindyin’s attendance 
with their new van which has an 
ensuite. 
 

With rain continuing on Friday 
w e  h a d  d i n n e r  a t 
the”Scrumptious”Restaurant 

Western Wallabies 
Southern Brook 

Muster 

Southerly Busters 
Winter Musters 

 

(Rod Shapley) 
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Lucky Number 
 

There is a lucky membership num-
ber hidden in this edition. Truly! 
It’s in here somewhere! 
 

If it’s yours get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a 
$20 Bunnings voucher. 
 

ooOOoo 

which was also a surprise birthday 
party for Trevor and Geri (whose 
ages will remain a secret). 
  

Saturday saw the continuation of 
the rain and apparently there were 
a number of sightings of a big 
wooden boat with someone called 
Noah steering but not having seen 
it personally I am unsure whether 
it could have been an alcoholic 
aberration. Sunday saw the clear-
ing of the skies and the usual 
breakfast again pancakes supplied 
by Kathy, Cindy & Geri. 
 The afternoon brought a game of 
mini golf Rick’s team was able to 
fudge their way past Rod’s team 
to win due mainly to the shark 
(Peter Stanhope)  rumour has it 
that Rick had prior knowledge 
when team selection was made.  
 

As always happens come Monday 
the skies cleared as the Busters 
moved on to prepare for the next 
muster the clear skies made for a 
dry trip home. 
 

With the improvement to the 
weather the Busters now arrived at 
the Camden muster with sadly 
only 2 vans which made for a very 
interesting weekend with Les & 

Anita and Geri & Rod able to 
spend plenty of time getting to 
know each other which for us 
was very worthwhile. When the 
gale-force winds set in and 
branches were falling from the 
trees and hitting the vans the 
hardy Busters decided that 
enough was enough and did a 
runner for home. 

ooOOoo 

argo Road. A bit of wine tasting 
was had & then a light luncheon 
followed by a guided tour of the 
Museum which includes the larg-
est display of number plates in 
Australia. It was an enjoyable & 
interesting visit.  
 

We returned to the Caravan Park 
for our meeting, raffle &  happy 
hour. A BBQ tea was held in the 
camp kitchen followed by games 
& some great fellowship.  
 

Sunday started with an Egg & 
Bacon breakfast in the camp 
kitchen. Then it was time for a 
game of “Golf Fling” ( it has 
many names) this is a popular 
game bought into our club by Phil 
& Gloria at our 3rd muster. 
 

Then it was time to pack up for 
those who were leaving, some 
stayed a few more days.  
 

It was a great weekend. Our next 

muster is at Finley, which is 
where the Club was formed in 
April 2012 this will be our Xmas 
break up. 
 

ooOOoo 

Murray River 
Ramblers 

Deni. Muster 
 

(Phil Griffiths) 

The Murray River Ramblers held 
their 7th Muster at the Riverside 
Caravan Park Deniliquin  in nice 
sunny weather .  

 

Seventeen members attended 
which included 2 new ones from 
T o c u m w a l — w e  w e l c o me 
Gordon & Wendy to our branch 
plus there were 2 local guests.  
 

As Deni is home base to a few 
members not all took their vans. 
 

The Muster started with happy 
hour on Friday & then dinner 
just down the road at the Sports-
man's Arms Hotel.  
 

Saturday morning there was time 
for 2 games of Finska before 
travelling 20kms to Clancy's 
Winery & Museum on the Con-
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On a lovely balmy early spring 
day ten vans and one visitor met at 
the Manda-inn Caravan park for 
our bi-monthly muster.  
 

On Monday we had a surprise 
visit from Athol and Ros who 
were on their way home from up 
north. They booked in for three 
nights, and left on Thursday.  We 
were joined on Saturday by Rik 
and John who are A.C.C. Mem-
bers from Hobart, Tasmania.  
 

Our members having gradually  
arrived during the week,  and with 
President Trevor and Lorraine’s 
arrival signalled the start of a 
great weekend. 
 

Karin and Tom, hosts of the 
Manda-inn, greeted us with a 
warm and friendly welcome 
which set the tone for the whole 
week end.  They advised us that 
Friday night is “Pizza Night”. 
Tom is the chef and the pizzas 
were made from scratch on the 
premises.  Tom also asked us to 
pre-order so that a suitable amount 
of dough could be prepared. After 
the ordering was done our 
thoughts  turned to ’Happy Hour’. 
 

Kev had brought his fire drum so 
as the night closed in and the tem-
perature dropped it was very much 
appreciated.  It wasn’t long before 
the pizzas were delivered then all 
that could be heard was a low hum 
of appreciative noises as we 
tucked in. 
 

Saturday morning arrived and af-
ter meeting for morning tea a 
short meeting was held. A wel-
come to our visitors, Joy and Alan 
of Maryborough was offered be-
fore getting down to business.  An 
update on the National Muster, 
and our November muster was 
advised by Trevor.  With all offi-
cial business concluded a  short 

talk on the various attractions 
was held. Member Ian checked 
power leads for those who de-
sired it. 
 

Our visit to Gayndah was so that 
we could give this community 
some financial help after the dev-
astating floods earlier in the year. 

This included doing all the pur-
chasing of   ingredients   for our 
Saturday night dinner. As well as 
this, we extended out to Mun-

dubbera where the Butcher shop 
provided us with delicious prize 
winning  pork sausages for dinner 
and also some to take home . 
 

Some highlights to see around 
town were the museum and infor-
mation centre, Archer’s Lookout, 
Mc Connells Lookout and the Big 
Orange.  Several members drove 
to Mundubbera via the River 
Road and were appalled at the 
devastation caused by the floods. 
It was almost incomprehensible 
to imagine the quantity of water 
that caused such damage. 
 

We were able to obtain bags of 
mandarins from one of the local 
orchards courtesy of one of the 
people in the caravan park who 
worked  in the packing shed. 
 

Saturday night   had an “Orange” 
theme and all there had at least a 
little touch of orange about their 
person. However Kev in his vivid 
orange overalls and Ray with his 
orange hat stood out from the 

Wide Bay—Burnett 
Nomads 

Gayndah Muster 
 

(Gail Gerchow) 
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crowd. Even Jenny’s earrings 
were commented on. 
 

A veritable feast of old fashioned 
‘comfort food’ was served. Pork 
sausages, with lashings of onion 
gravy, mashed potatoes and peas 
followed by lemon and orange 
meringue tartlets was enough to 
satisfy the hungriest of appetites. 

 

As Sunday was Father’s Day the 
ladies spoiled their ‘better halves’ 
by cooking breakfast  . Bacon, 
eggs, tomato, bubble and squeak 
with toast was on the menu. A 
team of ladies handled this with 
consummate ease. Thank  you la-
dies for a task well done. 
 

Numerous phone calls from fam-
ily members kept all busy til 
morning tea time.  The raffle con-
ducted by Ian and Danny was 
held, with our birthday girl Cherie 

scooping the pool of prizes.  A 
trivia  quiz conducted by John 
and Narelle  gave the grey cells a 
workout . A  giant box of choco-
lates was Gail and Russ’ reward. 
 

Several members had to leave 
early, so after goodbye’s were 
made the remainder settled down 
to a lazy lunch.  At three we all 
met again for a game of Klop. 
Our visitor, John showed his 
prowess in  winning one game  
but our president also showed 
good form in winning the other 
game. During the afternoon it 
was  remarked on the number of 
motorcycles  going  through  
town. It appeared that  Gayndah 
was the starting place of the an-
nual  ‘Southern Cross Poker 
Run’   going to Sarina. In the 
showgrounds was a veritable 
mini city of tents, etc. 
 

Monday morning rolled around 
and packing up was completed.  

Once again, our muster was over. 
The weather had been delightful 
and the company great. I’m sure 
a terrific time was had by all. 
 

Thanks to Russ and Gail for 
hosting this muster. 
 

ooOOoo 

 Lake Towerrinning was the 
venue for our latest muster. A 
beautiful lakeside setting approxi- 
mately 30km southwest of Arthur 
River.  It is remote  from any ma-
jor rural centres but a wonderful 
time was enjoyed by those attend-
ing.  

 

 Vicki and Steve arrived on Th  
ursday and made contact with the 
local management. David &  
Kathy arrived late afternoon Fri-
day and Terry and Judy were the 
last to arrive, five minutes behind 
the Caddy’s.  It was a small gath-
ering due unfortunately to other 
commitments by a large portion 
of the group. 
 

 The campsite was right on the 
lake side overlooking the lake 
and paddocks beyond, the small 
numbers in no way lessened the 
enjoyment of the weekend. The 
campfire was, as always when the  
opportunity presents, the gather-
ing point on Friday night thanks 
to some big logs from Steve, and 
a pleasant evening was had by all. 
 

 Saturday morning after breakfast 
it was decided that a walk around 
the lake would be in order.  After  
enquiring with the manager we 
were advised that a circumnavi-
gation of the lake was out of the 
question due to deep water in a 
supply creek on the far side of the 
lake.  
 

In true Western Wallaby spirit it 
was decided that nothing is im-
possible, and all six of us set out  
to prove the management wrong.  
 

Western Wallabies 
Lake Towerrinning 

Muster. 
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full, still attending musters, hav-
ing people around her at home 
constantly and attending every 
function organized. 
 

Mac’s sense of humour prevailed 
and there were a great many 
Happy Hours with a lot of fun, 
food and laughs.  
 

On one notable occasion, Mac 
had spent the day in hospital at 
Ringwood having Chemo and a 
blood transfusion that saw a later 
arrival home, almost midnight. 
The next morning she was in the 
car at 9.30 with Barb, heading to 
Kurth Kiln National Park, for a 
free camp with Shazmacca and 
Ed and I. We had visitors there, 
from the Southern Nomads and 
the Bayside Wanderers and she 
enjoyed every minute. 
 

Not to be deterred by danger-
ously high winds due to hit the 
Park, rather than go home, she-
was happy to head to Kooweerup 
Swamp, where we spent the 
night camped in the car park. 
 

Such was Mac’s Spirit, deter-
mined and tenacious, living life 
to the full and not wasting a min-
ute. 
 

Family and friends filled the 
church last Thursday, on a beau-
tiful sunny day, in an otherwise 
wet and windy week and shared 
the wonderful tribute to Mac’s 
life that the family provided. 
 

For all the friends from School, 
Nursing training, Hospitals, 
4WD club, Caravan Club, past 
travels and neighbours past who 
attended, there were probably as 
many again unable to be there.  
 

This was the nature of Mac, to 
make friendships wherever she 
went and more importantly keep 
them through time. 
 

Condolences to: Barb, Kate, Da-
mien, Andrew, Mark, Kai, 
Nicholas, Annabelle and baby 
Jack. 
 

ooOOoo 

It was with sadness that we said 
farewell to a dear friend and club 
member, but were comforted by 
the fact that Mac was able to stay 
at home, as she wished, sur-
rounded by loved ones. 
 

She was an inspiration to all of 
those who shared her journey, 
(and there were many) as she 
continued to live her life to the 

Vale 
Margaret “Mac” 

Carden 
 

(Mavis Parsons) 

Margaret “Mac” Carden 
13.02.46—04.08.13 

Was a very pleasant trek until, as 
promised, we encountered the 
creek. After careful investigation 
and consideration the guys de-
cided on a crossing point  of the 
ten metre wide free flowing creek. 

Terry was nominated as guinea 
pig, removed his hiking boots and 
waded across. Luckily the cross-
ing point was well selected and 
the water was only 600mm deep, 
albeit a bit muddy on the bottom. 
The girls, not to be out done, then 
decided they could cross here and 
the crossing was completed with-
out incident. 
 

The seven and a half kilometre 
(approx) circumnavigation was 
completed in just over two hours 
resulting in a healthy appetite on 
our return where a hearty lunch 
was enjoyed by all. 
 

Several games of “corn hole” 
were conducted during the after-
noon with Steve & Julie joining us  
mid afternoon and staying for din-
ner. The two Steve’s dominated 
the competitions. 
 

An excellent dinner was cooked in 
camp ovens.  The meal was en-
joyed by all and this method of 
cooking has been earmarked for a 
repeat. The campfire was again 
the gathering point after dinner 

but after eating a substantial 
meal, marshmallows were not 
considered necessary.   
 

One of the camp kitchens had 
been allocated for our sole use, 
thanks to Noelene’s efforts and 
this was again used for Sunday 
breakfast with a 9.00am start in-
stead of the usual 8.30. 
 

Camp broke up about midday 
with everyone having enjoyed a 
most pleasant weekend even 
with our limited numbers.  
 

Mother nature had done the right 
thing and provided cool but com-
fortable weather, generally keep-
ing the rain at bay.  We are all 
looking forward to the next gath-
ering! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Our Supporters 
 

The following organizations are thanked for their valued support of the 2013 National Muster at Mudgee. 
In turn, won’t you express your appreciation of their help by supporting their products and services when-
ever possible? 

Our Sponsors 
 

The success of the 2013 National Muster was in no small way due to the valuable sponsorship that we re-
ceived from the following organizations. The ACC greatly appreciates their efforts on our behalf and con-
vey to them our sincere thanks - 

Many of these companies provide benefits to ACC members, all year round. Check them 
out on the “Member Benefits” sections on the club website and also within the pages of  

the Nomad. 
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CLUB SHOP 

  
  

         \ 
  
  

      Quality shirt in taupe with green and gold trim features club logo. 

      Mens sizes  M to 5XL with pockets;   Ladies sizes 12 to 26 without pocket 
                (pocket available, no charge - to be self sewn)                                    $38.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  

                                             
  
  

  

      Quality long sleeved shirt in taupe with green and gold trim. 
                                                                                                                  $42.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  
  

                                           
  
  

     Snag resistant fabric.  Knit collar with contrast tipping, side splits. 
     Features club logo.  Mens sizes S to 5XL with pockets.                      $38.00 
     Ladies sizes 8 to 24. 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  

            
  

    The club jacket is a polar fleece full zip jacket, bottle green in 
     colour, similar to the green on collar of club shirt with club emblem 
     on the  left side.                                                                    $44.00 
 Postage:  1 or 2 jackets ---  $12.00 

  
  

                                       
  
  

     100% Polyester jacket with contrasting microfibre panel, 
      jersey lining. Full zip front with two zippered pockets bottle green 
      with gold trim.Adult sizes: XXS to 5XL.                                              $50.00 
Postage: 1---$8.00   2 or 3---$12 

  

         

      Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green and  gold. 
     One size fits all.                                                                                        $15.00 
Postage: up to 4 caps---$8; 5 to 8 caps---$12 

  
       The brimmed hat, bottle green in colour with club emblem in gold 

      on the front.  Available in 2 sizes, small 57cm and large 61cm.  The 
      hat as an adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a snug fit.             $18.00 
  Postage: up to 4 hats---$8; 5 to 8 hats---$12 

  

           
  

  
    Club Flags, 600 x 400, complete with small staff                                $15.00 

 Postage:  1 Flag = $9.50 : 2 Flags = $11.50 

  
     Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If any sized stickers are purchased along with another 
item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for this item. 
     Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                         $10.00 
 If jumbo stickers purchased separately, postage is $2.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Large Van Sticker                                                                              $3.00 
If large stickers purchased separately, postage is $1.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen.                          $1.00 
If small stickers purchased separately, postage is .75c for up to 5 stickers 

  
  
 

  

      Picnic Basket                                                                                    $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1---$13.00           2 or 3---$19 



  

          

    Club Stubby Holder, durable and handy for that cold one.  Comes in 

    club colours of green and gold.                                                         $7.00 
PLEASE NOTE: If purchased with a bulky item, post on first stubby holder is free then 
each additional is .50c postage. If purchased alone, postage is up to 10 $7.50, 11-18 
$12. 

  
  

        
  

   Club Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo,     name and web address in green and gold.  Please advise tyre size when     ordering.  Now have good stocks of wheel covers.                             $50.00 
$12 postage + $3.20 registered post if selected 

  

        
  

  
   Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  A MUST 

    for all travellers.  (Limited Stocks)                     SPECIAL PRICE     $15-00 
$2 post & handling 
  

  

 

    Club Keytag, individually numbered, with name recorded in a register for return 
    of keys if lost with return address on reverse. 
    “If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  PO Box 631, 
                                    Patterson Lakes  Vic  3197” 
    The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide.                                $7.50 
 Postage  $1.50 (Maximum 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

      
  

  
    Club Umbrella, quality umbrella with fiberglass shaft with carbon fibre bow 
    makes a very durable umbrella in club colours of green and gold with club logo 
    on 2 sides.                                                                                 $25-00 
Postage:  $13.00 each 

  

 

  
                 Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name.       $4.00 

PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 lanyards 

  

 

  
            The pens are silver and green with club emblem in gold.                         $8.00 
                                                                                                                    SPECIAL   $6.00 
 PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
 item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for 
 this 
 item.  If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 pens 
  

 
  
  

               
\ 
  

  
  
  
  
                The apron is approx 83cm long x 65cm wide with pocket and 
     adjustable neck.                                                                                   $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1 or 2---$8.00           3 or 4---$12 

  
  

                   

  
 
                  Membership card holders                                                                       $1.00 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply.  If 
purchased separately, postage is $1.50 for 1 or 2 membership card holders. 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

Date 2014 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Jan 17—19 Family Firesiders QLD Neurum Creek Muster Peter Snook 07 0419 688 853 

Jan 24—27 Southern Cross O’Landers SA Lake Albert Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Jan 24—27 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Myrtleford Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Jan 31—Feb 02 Southerly Busters NSW Lake Conjola Muster Rod Shapely 0439 600 959 

Feb 05—10 Country Cruisers QLD Laidley Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Feb 07—09 Lakeside Drifters NSW Stroud Muster Max Plumb Email 

Feb 07—09 Swan River Rovers WA Manjimup Muster Kaye Petterson 08 9725 8925 

Feb 07—10 Sundowners SA Normanville Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 

Feb 07—09 Bayside Wanderers VIC Traralgon Muster Ray Flynn 03 9707 0293 

Feb 07—14 Sydney City Slickers NSW South Coast Muster Noel Bradford 02 9629 2072 

Feb 13 –17 Sunshine Nomads QLD Valentines Muster Den. Mulholland 0412 274 154 

Feb 13—19 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Proston Muster Bevan Wittwer 075494 9252  

Feb 14—17 Tassie Travellers TAS Port Arthur Muster Lyn Denning Email 

Feb 14 –15 Sthn Cross Overlanders SA Nuriootpa Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Feb 14—16 Western Wallabies WA Bouvard Muster Noeline Williams 0428 325 335 

Feb 14—16 Border Hoppers NSW Sandy Beach Muster Bill Taylor 02 6926 2274 

Feb 17—21 Golden Westerners NSW Burill Lake  Muster Lyn Richens 02 4956 6338 

Feb 21 –23 Family Firesiders QLD Kenilworth Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Feb 21—23 Southern Nomads VIC Mt. Beauty Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Feb 28—Mar 02 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Pomona Muster Jenny Rehren 07 41280379 

Mar 05—10 Country Cruisers QLD Canungra Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Mar 14—16 Southerly Busters NSW Kangaroo Valley Must. Rod Shapely 0439 600 959 

Mar 14—16 Lakeside Drifters NSW Bretti Muster Max Plumb Email 

Mar 21—23 Southern Nomads VIC Lakes Entrance Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Mar 21—23 Murray River Ramblers NSW Tocumwal Muster Roz McMillan 03 5873 2500 

Mar 21—23 Family Firesiders QLD Kilkivan Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Mar 27—Apr 04 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Baffle Creek Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252  

Your presence at a branch muster is always welcome, regardless of whether you are a member of a branch, 
or not. If you would like to attend just give the contact person a call so that you can get the current infor-
mation. Full details can also be found on the Club’s website for those of you that are computer-literate. 

ooOOoo 

A few scenes from Silverton (N.S.W.) The pub is worth a stop and a look-around. 



47 

ACC Branch Directory 

 
 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 

Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Peter Snook 
0419 688 853 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Lynda Richards 
07 5535 5269 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Lyn Richens 
02 4956 6338 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Diane Archer hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

John Mathams 
07 3351 1713 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Pam Gregory 
08 8374 4034 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Ellen Wightman 
02 4632 7507 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Den. Mulholland 
0412 274 154 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Kaye Petterson 
08 9725 8925 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Noel Bradford 
02 9629 2072 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Dawn Nutley 
07 5426 3621 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Ray Flynn 
03 9707 0293 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Bill Taylor 
02 6926 2274 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Roz McMillan 
03 5873 2500 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Noeline Williams 
0428 325 335 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Rod Shapley 
0439 600 959 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Lakeside Drifters 
NSW 

Max Plumb lakesidedrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Tassie Travellers 
TAS. 

Lyn Denning tassietravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 




