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Club Management 
The Directors of the Club are - 
 
Lionel Mussell  - Chair 

- Publicity Officer 
-  

Grant Stable  - Secretary 
 
Julie Baldwin  - Treasurer 
 
Rob Tudor  - Web Master 
 
All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the 
responsibility for the benefit of our club. 
 

ooOOoo 
 
The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club Limited for the 
benefit of club members. 
 
All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be 
forwarded to the editor. 
 
The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be 
reproduced without the permission of the author. We have obtained 
permission from the copyright holder where a copyright article has been 
used. The opinion expressed in any article is that of the writer and not 
necessarily that of club management. 
 
Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and 
readers should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a 
recommendation as to the suitability or otherwise of the product or service 
being advertised. 
 

ooOOoo 
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From the Chair 
Those of you who have been members for a while will remember the 
article I wrote for the first Nomad back in December called Rest Areas versus 
Caravan Parks in which I praised freedom of choice and said that we 
ourselves used both free or budget camping and also 
caravan parks when it suits us. 
 
The article caused quite a stir in the caravan parks industry who photocopied 
it and circulated it and this led to us being branded as the Rebel Caravan 
Club by some un-informed or mis-informed people. The truth is that we have 
no policy for or against members staying in caravan parks or choosing to stay 
in National Parks or other camping friendly spots. The choice is left to 
members but it s interesting that all the musters held so far have been in 
caravan parks and the National Muster and AGM will be a source of income 
for yet another caravan park. 
 
It seems that the question of caravan park owners trying to prevent 
alternate camping is not confined to Australia. Here s an extract from 
a South Dakota newspaper in the USA: 
 
South Dakota Takes Heat for Campground Upgrades 
South Dakota State Park officials are busily building upgrades into 
the popular Custer State Park. Included in the remodel--pumping 
electricity to 300 RV campsites, and construction of new "camping 
cabins" for the non-RV set. But the state is taking plenty of flack for 
their trouble: Local RV park owners are squealing that their businesses will 
be hurt by what they perceive as a horning in on their turf. 
 
In an article published in the Rapid City Journal, local KOA manager Josh 
Daiss complained, "The value of our campgrounds will essentially go down if 
we're losing business to the state." Daiss and other area park owners are 
lobbying to get a reduction in their property taxes to compensate for what 
they project will be losses in customer revenues. 
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But members of the public are skeptical. In a reader s response section, a 
majority of those writing in say the private park owners are calamity 
howlers. One wrote, "For these private campground owners that claim to be 
hurt by this, have they looked at their own campgrounds? Who wants to 
camp there where every slot is right on top of each other and you can't have 
a campfire in most...plus you pay an outrageous fee to camp in that!" 
 
I particularly like the reference to campfires as Vi is a campfire addict and 
we love nothing better than sitting by a cheery campfire in some quiet 
camping spot sipping wine and yarning with friendly fellow campers. 
 
There are some caravan parks where this is allowed and I say good on them! 
One by the river at Mildura comes to mind where they not only allow fires 
but supply wood for a small fee. 
 
It is surprising that caravan manufacturers are selling increasing numbers of 
self-contained caravans while their caravan park associates are doing their 
best to limit the places these self-contained vans can stay except in caravan 
parks where at peak times signs are often seen saying: No Vacancy. 
 
Oh dear - I’ve probably done it again and the photo-copiers will be running 
red hot! 
 
I’d better state it quite clearly. We are NOT anti caravan parks. We are NOT 
anti manufacturers or dealers. We are NOT anti RV industry. We ARE for a 
fair go for caravanners. We ARE for freedom of choice. We ARE for 
lobbying Councils, Governments and the RV Industry when we see 
something happening that is detrimental to the caravanners and camper-
trailer owners who are members of this our rapidly growing club. 
 
Lionel Mussell 
Chairperson 
 

ooOOoo 
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What s in a Name 
In our last issue we called for suggestions for a name to describe our social 
events. 
 
The board has reviewed all the entries and by popular choice the name is 
Muster. 
 
The member's name drawn from those who proposed Muster was N00003, 
Barry Konemann. Congratulations Barry and many thanks to all those who 
forwarded entries. 
 
Editors note: Barry has since advised us that he is donating his prize back to 
the club. Thank you Barry. 
 

ooOOoo 

 
Web Site Access 
 
The web site user name and password will change on Friday June 15, 2007. 
 

NEW USER NAME AND PASSWORD 
 

are 
 

ON THE BACK OF YOUR MAILING LABEL 
 
The web site will be changed on Friday June 15. 
 

ooOOoo 
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The Adventures of a Satellite TV Addict. 
 
Our caravan is now over six years old. Add that to a slide on used for 
twelve years prior to the vans purchase, and you have eighteen years 
of travelling the black top. The caravan arrived simply because we 
retired from the salt mine and needed more room. Consequently with 
more time on our hands we had a greater need for evening entertainment. 
So the TV became a little more important to our life style. 
 
Also we began to venture into more inaccessible areas and instead of 
weekends and weekly flits up and down the coast we cast out net further. 
Instead of variable to good reception on the coastal fringe we 
began to encounter screens full of white spots and wobbly pictures 
where the population consisted of the publican and his wife plus the 
town drunk. This began to become a threat to further exploration as it 
became impossible for the captain, or to quote a well known and 
loved TV character, she who must be obeyed to keep up with all the 
soapy serials! Something had to be done! 
 
The answer was satellite!! Now having a background in amateur radio 
I figured this would be a piece of cake. Dish plus box of tricks equals 
perfect reception anywhere anytime. The satellite that sends us a signal 
is owned and operated by Optus. It broadcasts, among other 
things, a free to air TV signal and Foxtel/Austar. The free to air part 
gives ABC, SBS, Seven Central, Imparja (a mix of different channels 
originating from Alice Springs) and The Golden West in WA plus a 
bit more. All in all there are most of your favourite shows at different 
times in different places. It is a good service and once everything is 
sorted out it works brilliantly. The problem is sorting it out. 
 
The satellite is a geostationary one. That is, it is kept in the same 
place in the sky all the time. As the earth rotates it follows so it is in 
the same point in the sky all the time. If it moved around just think of 
all the roofs that would have to move to keep the satellite dishes 
pointed at the bird! To do this it has to be 30,000 km, or miles, I can’t 
remember which, from the earth, (a very high orbit). So the direction 
of the dish has very little room for error! A couple of degrees wrong 
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and you can miss the satellite by 10,000 km. Don t worry it s not that hard 
really. 
 
The first requirement was a satellite dish. Now this was a little before the 
appearance of dishes in caravan parks became commonplace. So I am on 
my own. Into the yellow pages. I discovered Mr. Hills of clothesline fame 
made the dishes. I then sorted out a seller of these items and after a phone 
call a van arrived bearing a dish and a thing called an LNB. The dish collects 
the signal and because of the curvature, focuses the signal onto the 
LNB, propped out in front on a metal rod. He relieved me of something 
over $200.00. Afterwards I am told that the backyards of house demolishers 
are full of these things, they love to get rid of them for peanuts. 
 
Now we have the possibility of a satellite connection. What Next! Well a 
box of tricks comes in handy because it takes the signal and extracts the 
TV sound and picture, converts it to a signal that a TV can understand and 
passes it on. Are there lots of boxes available? You bet, some are easy, 
some are hard to operate. Traps here for young players. To give you some 
idea (if there are any readers so far) the signal for our free-to-air TV 
comes from the Optus owned satellite. You need a card from a service 
provider, such as Optus to make the box work. This just slides in the slot 
provided and bingo all is revealed (you hope). Anyway Mr. Optus recently 
changed his system and the new format needed a new type of card. Lots of 
boxes became obsolete. That was the idea to get rid of the pirate boxes 
using pirate cards -tears for some! Moral: buy from a reputable dealer - it 
costs a bit more but the service is a lot better when things go wrong. It is 
expected that this exercise will be repeated at intervals so you need a box 
that will accept the new cards as they appear. Optus charges $100 for the 
card to cover their expenses but I don t think they charge to replace obsolete 
ones. 
 
Connecting up 
Assuming you have a TV set all is well. All we need now is to connect it 
all up and ?????. 
 
There is no reason why you cannot use the 78 Ohm cable connection already 
fitted to your van. With luck it is a reasonably low-loss cable that 



9 

will work ok. Then all that is required is to mate the  
TV style connector on the van interior end of the cable, 
to that required by the decoding box. This one 
usually needs the type of connector that has a single 
bare copper wire protruding from the centre. These 
adapters are readily available from Dick Smith or the 
like. Connection from the decoder box to the TV is best accomplished 
with the red, white and yellow leads like the one that connected to an AV 
outlet on the TV. Using this connection gives the best results and 
you don t need to tune the TV at all, just use the AV1 or AV2 settings on 
the telly. 
 
If you wish to use an additional external lead and keep the van’s fitted 
lead alone then off to Tricky Dicky’s (Dick Smith to non speakers of the 
Australian tongue) and buy some hookup wire. Don’t be a skinflint and 
get the good stuff, double insulated, double this and double that (it’s the 
thickest) 78 ohm cable. Ordinary TV connectors work ok except you will 
need an adapter to hitch up the decoder box. 
 
We still have to run a lead from the satellite dish to the external van fitting. 
The heavy 78 Ohm cable made up with TV fittings is the shot, or just 
buy a long made up 78 Ohm cable if one is available. The one with the 
lowest loss cable is always the best. The connector on the LNB (on the 
dish), is the same as the one on the back of the decoder box, so TV lead 
connectors need an adapter. The other end simply plugs into the vans 
external setup. It s all hooked up!!! 
 
Where’s the Bird? 
Get the coffee and the tranquilizers and send she who must be obeyed 
shopping. Ordinarily this is a very easy manoeuvre. We need peace and 
quiet to concentrate without distraction. The whole trick of the thing is to 
be able to point the dish directly at the satellite. To do that you have to 
know where the darn thing is situated. Since it is up in the sky in the same 
place all the time, as we move about down here the up angle and the left/ 
right angle changes. So the up angle in Sydney (about 50 deg) is different 
to the up angle in Mount Isa (in the 60+ area). We use North as the reference 
for the direction the dish points, this varies as well. So we need to 
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know the up angle as well as the angle re magnetic north. There are tables 
available, so see the bloke who supplied the box or do as I did and pick up 
tables off the internet. They will tell you what the up angle is and the 
direction, as a compass reading, for any town in OZ. The important number 
is the up angle. The direction can be gleaned roughly by observing the 
direction of other dishes as you pass through your location, or note in the 
caravan park. The ideal is a compass. It doesn t have to be an expensive 
one; I think I paid $15.00 for mine. 
 
Once the angles are known they have to be applied to the dish. How is this 

done. I started out using the A-frame of the van. 
On a level site, or as close to level as can be 
found, I fitted a set of spirit levels. Set the van 
up nice and level. Attach a pole at right angles 
to the A frame and you have a pretty close to 
vertical pole for the dish. On the dish are 
engraved the angle settings for the up angle. Set 
the angle and the up bit is done when the dish is 
bolted to the pole. I use hand operated  butterfly 
nuts to avoid having to use tools. All this is 
great, but problems arise when the van faces 

south and you have to set the dish up 
high to point over the roof of the van. 
It gets cumbersome and a bit difficult 
to deal with. For that reason I purchased 
a speaker stand. It is fully adjustable. 
The cost was mid $90.00 bought on the 
internet. Set it up on a known, close to 
level surface and bond a set of spirit 
levels near the neck. It is then easy to set 
up level on rough ground. Use small 
blocks under the legs to level it up and bolt on the dish. Set the up angle and 
you are ready to go. 
 
Why the stand. Well one of the major traps with the satellite dish is to get 
a clear shot at the bird. Trees, mainly heavy foliage will disturb and scatter 
the signal. With a rough idea of where the bird is located, find a clear path 
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and move the stand to that location. Set it up with the correct angle, use 
the compass to point roughly in the direction of the bird, connect up your 
leads and turn everything on. The best way I find is to stand behind the 
dish to point it in the right direction. Wait till it warms up. The decoder 
box will boot up and give a picture on the TV screen. Now if you have 
been diligent you will have had the box turned on and been working at the 
point of sale, so you know it has been set up correctly for the Optus satellite 
and at the right frequencies for reception. Saves a lot of heartache. I 
didn’t and it took a lot of sweat and tears to finally set things up. If you 
know the box has been turned on and is working correctly all you have to 
contend with is the alignment of the dish and the connecting leads. 
 
At this point I hope she who must be obeyed has returned and not left 
you a pauper. If all has been set correctly, small changes to the left-right 
direction should produce a picture. A loud scream of success should issue 
from inside the van. This is a digital system and it either produces a top 
picture or none at all. I must admit I use a meter in the line at the dish to 
tell me when I am on the satellite, cost about $50. Everything must be 
turned on and allowed to warm up before the meter is activated. Set the 
direction at the largest needle swing. These meters give a characteristic 
chirp as well. 
 
If there is no success with short experimentation move to another spot. 
Don t bust a gut in one spot as it is common to find it just needs to be 
moved around a bit to get a good signal. 
 
Watch the Wind 
A tip for the unwary. I was in Mount Isa early in the piece and had rigged 
up some sort of a stand. Hanging on to the dish, a gust of wind, over I go 
right over the top of the lot. My neighbours thought it was hilarious; it 
probably was. The moral is tie the thing down with a couple of pegs if 
there is a breeze. They blow over real easy. 
 
Truly it takes a bit of patience to get the whole thing working the first 
time. I would suggest a good clear area with no trees the first time up to 
bat. Once it goes, the next time is easier. There are a lot of dishes in the 
parks now and it is a good chat point. I get to know a few people this way. 



12 

 



13 

They are curious as to how to get it going. I get a lot of requests to watch 
the football. And the serials keep; yes; others happy! Well retirement and 
holidays are for everyone and every taste! 
 
It really is like the vans in the park. They all come out of the same boxes 
but they are all different. Same with the satellite dish. They all get the 
same result but never the same way. Get to know your own setup and you 
don t have to worry about anyone else. 
 
It probably is a bit complicated to set up a dish when only an overnight 
stay. We do often but we don t do a lot of klicks a day. Probably best 
when staying a longer period. You do get very good at the setup once all 
the kinks are out and everything is at your finger tips, so I don t mind on a 
good site on an overnighter. We pick the open sites where possible, makes 
it a lot easier. 
 
The best story was out in the mulga, far from town and the DVD was in 
full swing this afternoon. Bloke pulls up next door, pops up the aerial and 
on with the telly. The wife is in the back giving the directions but no picture. 
Next thing the poor bloke is climbing the tree nearby. Wife in the 
back was overheard “.the van next door is getting a perfect picture, what s 
wrong with our aerial?” We had to put the poor bloke out of his misery so 
I popped my head out the door and told him we were running a DVD. I 
Don’t know what happened after that I wasn’t game to ask! 
 
If anyone wishes to have a go at satellite reception, please get in touch if I 
can help. My e-mail address is raymond.southwell@bigpond.net.au. I am 
no guru but at least I have made a lot of mistakes along the way. So I have 
learnt something. Sometimes when the setup is difficult she who must be 
obeyed thinks I am crazy but what the hell. Life s like that! 
 
Ray Southwell N00075 
 

ooOOoo 
 
What can you hold without touching it? 
 
A conversation. 
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Road Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have written this article about road safety and for most of you it will be 
common knowledge. I don t mean to tell you how to suck eggs so to 
speak, but if there is one thing you can get out of it, then it has been 
worthwhile. If you don t get anything out of it, it may have at least refreshed 
your memory. The subjects are those that people speak of the 
most and those that cause the most destruction. 
 
You may disagree with me about some items here as everyone has their 
own sense of road safety but most of the things I have written about 
have been learnt by attending hundreds of car accidents, from minor to 
fatal, and knowing who was at fault and for what reason. It also comes 
with experience as I have been driving for 35 years with 26 years Police 
driving, being in the odd pursuit and prior to being in the Police, I drove 
long distance heavy haulage trucks. I must also add that yes, I HAVE had 
the odd accident in my time and to learn from your mistakes is important. 
I once was driving through a flooded car park in the boss’s police car 
looking for some miscreant and as I drove through a large puddle, I didn t 
see the Water Board pipe sticking 6 out of the ground and ooops, I 
stopped very quickly and $8,000 damage later . Sorry boss! 
 
The incidents mentioned below will hopefully never happen to you and 
you may be lucky enough to never even witness one, but always remember, 
it CAN happen to you and a little prior knowledge is always a bonus. 
I always say that whatever you do in life whether it is work or relaxation 
activities such as caravanning that Knowledge is Power 
 
Roundabouts 
Well, what can we say about these? In the UK where they were invented 

About the Author. 
Gary has been a Police Officer for 25 years. During that time he spent 6 
years in the Tactical Response Group and 4 years in the Tactical Operations 
Unit (SWAT). The last 13 years have been at Liverpool Police Station, which 
in NSW is rated in the top 5 for crime and violence. For the last 5 years he 
has worked as a Duty Officer with the rank of Chief Inspector. 
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(I think) they work very well, but they all seem to be much larger over 
there and the lane lines are well marked out, unlike a lot of ours. If you 
think they are good or bad, it doesn t matter as they do work, if some 
common principles are adhered to. 
 
Give way to ALL vehicles ALREADY on the roundabout. Too easy. 
 
Do not drive onto roundabouts at excessive speed as we have all seen 
those people that fall into that category. They may not be on the roundabout, 
but if you travel onto it with your caravan as they are not yet on it 
and they are coming at a fast rate, then they will hit you. They think they 
have the right of way, but they don’t as they WERE NOT on the roundabout 
when you entered. 
 
Another problem we see constantly is people tailgating onto roundabouts 
and it never gives you enough space to move out as there is a big conga 
line of cars coming toward you which is very frustrating, but be patient, 
there will be a break soon enough. 
 
It is very easy to see whose fault it is when an accident has occurred on a 
roundabout. Now, when it comes to whose fault it is, I don t really think it 
matters as if I think some boofhead is going to hit me due to his speed, or 
bad driving ability, I will let them go as it is far easier to stop for a few 
seconds than stop for a few weeks while waiting for your car/caravan to 
get repaired at the panel beaters. The last sentence applies to ALL road 
safety matters I have touched on in this article as it doesn’t really hurt to 
move over and let the boofhead move in front of you. Who really cares 
about them as you will see them up the road at the next set of lights anyway. 
I just look at them and give them a little clap and wave to them. 
Usually does the trick. 
 
Another thing some people don t know is that pedestrians do not have any 
right of way at roundabouts, so you don t have to stop and wait for them to 
cross the road, but once again common sense prevails as I would hate to 
run some kid over on his bike because after all, what does he know about 
road rules? 
 
Right turns 
I mention right hand turns across oncoming traffic as I have seen many 
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very minor accidents turn into serious, if not fatal, accidents. Some people 
sit at the intersection already half turned waiting to make that mad dash 
across 2 lanes of traffic. Their wheels are already turned into the direction 
of pending travel and along comes Dick the Drunk behind then, crashes 
into the rear of the car waiting to turn and pushes it into oncoming traffic 
causing serious consequences. If the car waiting to turn was facing at 
right angle to the turn they wanted and with their wheels facing the same 
direction, then when they were hit in the back by Dick the Drunk, the car 
would just travel forward, not across the lanes of traffic. 
 
Merging 
This one is a little pet hate of mine as no one seems to get it right. When 3 
lanes turn into 2 lanes on any type of roadway, the car that is furthest forward 
in either of the lanes has the right of way. That means that if you are 
in lane 1 (being the lane closest to the footpath. Lane 2 being the middle 
lane and lane 3 being the lane closest to the median) and your lane is 
merging into lane 2 and you are AHEAD of the vehicle in lane 2, then you 
have the right of way. No arguments. The vehicle in lane 2 MUST slow 
and let you in. The damage on vehicles usually gives away who was at 
fault in this one. A little bit of common sense and courtesy is best here 
and if the B Double is travelling along at 100km/h and you are doing 
80km/h, then judge it so you let him pass. Once again, it will only be a 
second or so. 
 
The merging lanes were invented, yes invented, in Europe, Sweden I 
think, and they have been “designed” to work like a zipper. It is not as if 
the lane stops dead and you have to make your own way, they are a gradual 
merge and the lane line alters for about 300metres where the zipper 
closes 
 
Another part of merging is when travelling onto a freeway via an on ramp. 
You will always see that well prior to the freeway, the on ramp will have a 
posted speed sign matching the speed of the freeway, or highway. This is 
because you are supposed to get up to speed before merging as this is 
again how they were designed. All too often I see the car in front of me 
travelling at 60km/h and when they get to the freeway, they realise they 
are going too slow to merge and either hits the accelerator and spears out 
into the traffic, or hits the anchors and causes a rear ender both very 
dangerous, so my advice is to get up to cruising speed as best you can 
without 
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revving the hell out of you car, and then merge onto the highway all too 
easy! 

To be continued 
ooOOoo 

 

 

 
Quick Tip 
 
Always check electric brakes operation by using the over-ride lever at low 
speed each morning. A swing sideways could be a broken wire - checking 
could save your life. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Our Social Connection 
Victorian Meet & Greet 
Gold nugget Tourist Park March 2nd to 4th 

Bendigo certainly put on some beautiful weather for our first Meet and 
Greet with most days with temperatures in the 30 s. Many members arrived 
early and took advantage of the many shaded sites on offer and soon 
sought out fellow members for a quick intro. and long impromptu chats 
about all things caravanning. 
We soon realised that the famous pair,  
Sparky and Kasey had dropped in for a 
brief interlude on their mammoth trek 
along the east coast. They were very 
discrete and not once did they flaunt 
their fame, I think they were too busy 
writing their next article for Nomad or 
maybe it was too hot for pawing 
autographs. The Saturday evening meeting was enthusiastically attended by 

all members and their friends starting with 
a Directors report from the godfather of 
caravanners our own Lionel Mussell 
followed by a brief fashion parade of the 
club shirts by Lionel and Rob Tudor. After 
the Q & A session the members expressed 
their views on how they would like to see 
the club and its activities program progress. 

All of these suggestions have been taken onboard for future planning. The 
meeting was concluded with the draw for the door prize where the drawer 
just happened to draw his own name out of the 
hat. The club Chairman at this point ruled that 
the draw was legal and kept the two bottles  of 
wine. Following a very pleasant BBQ Lionel 
presented the short edition of his travelling 
around Australia slide show which was very 
well received by all present. Sunday was local 
market day for many of the members who could stay on followed by another 
great happy hour. 
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I would like to thank all of the attendees for their help in making our first 
event so friendly and successful. I would to thank Lionel for his presence 
at a time when his wife Vi has been unwell, and thanks Vi for letting him 
attend, from all of us Get Well Soon. 
 
Thanks Rob for taking the photographic record of the event which can be 
viewed on the web site and finally thanks to Colin, Linda and their 
friendly staff at the Gold Nugget Tourist park for their assistance. 
 
John and Libby V00022 

 
Queensland Muster 
Kingaroy Showgrounds Caravan Park May 28th to June 2nd 
The country township of Kingaroy was the chosen location for our ACC 
Muster. Ray and Lyn Ward, the tireless organisers of the event were 
congratulated for their organisation of guest speakers and joint outings 
enjoyed by the 54 members who rekindled old acquaintances and built new 
friendships. 
 
The Luncheon Pavilion , kindly provided at no charge by the local 
showground caravan park became the focal point for group gatherings. 
Friday - Ken Mills Toyota representative gave 
an informative and entertaining seminar on towing 
with 4 wheel-drives and other automotive 
tips. 
 
Saturday morning, the local Mayor Roger Nunn 
provided a historical journey of Kingaroy and 
the South Burnett region. The jokes were regular 
and his wit was entertaining. 
 
 

On Saturday afternoon we were treated to 
country hospitality with a visit to Bethany and 
afternoon tea provided by John Bjelke-
Petersen and his wife, even his young boys 
pitched in to help serve the pumpkin scones. 
The real treat came as the skies became dark 
and some very needed rain began to fall, then 
to top it off Lady Flo came and joined us and 

personally signed postcards, books and pumpkin scone recipe cards. Yes, 
Lady Flo is a true lady .. 
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Late on Saturday afternoon Lionel Mussell and Grant Stable addressed the 
meeting. The biggest OOOOHHH came when the first ACC banner was 
unfurled and presented to Ray Ward for the new ACC Sunshine Nomads 
branch. Happy hour turned to dinner and lots of laughter was enjoyed by 
all. 
 
Another good week-end was had by all .Thanks again Ray and Lyn. 
 
Victorian Muster 
Cowes Caravan Park Phillip Island April 27th to 29th 

 
A small group of members braved the uncertain weather forecast to venture 
down to Phillip Island, two hours drive 
southwest of Melbourne, at one of Victoria’s 
premier tourist attractions. The tourist attractions 
were certainly easy to get around in a relaxed 
way without the usual hustle and bustle of the 
crowds with the peak tourist season well and 
truly over. 
 
Phillip Island must have more markets per 
square kilometre than any other place we have been to around OZ and these 
were certainly well attended by our group of members. Friday afternoon 
started with the first of the happy hours which are a great way to get to know 
our new members and continue old friendships. 
 
Saturday’s happy hour started with a report from our chairman Lionel with 
an up date of our clubs progress and issues affecting caravanners in general. 
We also welcomed new members Keith and Janet, who quickly saw the 
technical and social benefits of belonging to our club and joined on the 
spot. To conclude the official part of the meeting 
a door prize was drawn and won again, and self 
drawn by our chairman Lionel, all fair & above 
board of course but if he does it again I think 
there will be an ever so small riot. The BBQ was 
again held in the camp kitchen and was well 
attended despite the threatening weather and 
approaching night fall. The rain was welcomed by 
us all. 
 
Sunday morning saw more market visits and final walks on the beach be- 
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fore heading back home travelling the coastal road along the eastern 
shores of Westernport bay . 
 
Many thanks to all who attended and made the weekend so enjoyable. 
John and Libby V0002 
 

ooOOoo 
 

From The Branches 
 
A New era Begins 
Congratulations to our members from the Mid North Coast of NSW and 
the Sunshine Coast of Qld on the formation of our club s first branches. 
As a local branch can provide members with a smaller local social group 
we encourage the formation of branches as an 
integral part of the development of our club. 
 
At the recent Kingaroy Muster our Chairperson, 
Lionel Mussell presented the inaugural members 
of the ACC Sunshine Nomads with the club 
banner which will be proudly flown at all club 
functions. 
 
If any members would like to join either of these 
branches please feel free to contact the secretary 
of the branch to find out more. Details are –  
 
Central Coast NSW ACC Happy Holiday Coasters. 
13 Albert Street, Kempsey NSW 2440. 
Secretary Gary Stratton N00001 Ph 02 6562 7093 
 
Sunshine Coast Qld ACC Sunshine Nomads 
13 Lehmann Court, Buderim QLD 4556 
Secretary - Rae Reid Q00096 Ph 07 5445 6020 
 
We would love to hear from any members who would like to consider 
starting a local branch in your area. An information pack and branch 
guidelines can be obtained from our club secretary. 
 
We look forward to hearing news updates from our branches in future 
editions of The Nomad. 
 

ooOOoo 

Ray Ward accepts Banner on 
behalf of the ACC Sunshine 
Nomads 
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Coming Events 
 
July 
July 12th to 14th ACC Sunshine Nomads 
Muster with a French theme. Lillyponds Caravan Park Mapleton. 
 
July 20th to 22nd ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster Brigadoon Caravan Park, Laurieton. Contact G Stratton 
 
August 
August 17th to 19th ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster Weeroona Caravan Park, Manning Point. Contact G Stratton 
 
September 
September 14-16 - Bryon Bay, Annual Muster with Annual general Meeting. 
Book through the company secretary. 
 
Please contact the branch secretary for bookings to branch events. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

 

Club Shop 
Keep an eye on our WEB SITE more items coming 

 

Club Shirts 
Sizes S to 2XL in stock 

Other sizes made to order same price. 

 
Code 
Shirt - 
-size 

Only $30.00 
plus $5 

Delivery 

 

Australia Calling 
Written by our own 
Lionel Mussell 

 
Code 
Book 
Aucal 

Only $19.00 
plus $4 

Delivery 

 

Camps Australia Wide 
Spiral Bound (R.R.P. $54.95+pp) 
VERY LIMITED STOCK  

Code 
Book 

Camps 

$44.00 
plus $10 
Delivery 

Credit Cards Accepted                               Order form on back of mailing label 
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Van-Lectrics 
Connecting your Caravan fridge to your car. 
We often hear of caravanners discussing the problems and various issues 
associated with running the caravan fridge off the car electrical system 
when stopped. 
 
Caravans come with one of two type of fridge installed. Whilst the 
characteristics of the two types of fridges are markedly different the need for 
management of your system is the same. If you run any fridge off a battery 
for long enough you will flatten it and risk ruining your day, especially if 
you are running the fridge off your starting battery, a thing you should 
avoid if possible. There are several ways to protect yourself from this 
problem. 
 
The Fridges 
The first type of fridge is compressor type running from a 12v power supply. 
These fridges have a low current draw and therefore can run for extended 
periods of time without drawing too much from the reserve of the 
battery. A short stop will have no perceptible impact on a healthy battery. 
An overnight stay will be a very different issue. 
 
Most caravan fridges are of the absorption type. These 3 way fridges are 
of appeal to caravan owners as they offer the traveller the ability to run the 
fridge on gas thus staying away from power supplies for a considerable 
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time. However, the price to pay for this freedom is the power usage when 
they are on 12 volts. It is common for these fridges to draw over 10Ahrs 
from you battery. If your van fridge is running off your car battery it will 
not be very long before the battery has been drained sufficiently so that 
you are unable to start your car. 
 
As we know from previous articles it is necessary to ensure that we have 
the correct cable profile to supply adequate current in order to make the 
fridge work correctly. This will require running a suitable cable from the 
battery in the car directly to the power connector to your van, especially in 
the case of the 3 way fridges. Thus, when your car ignition is turned off 
your battery is still supplying power to your fridge. This can lead to 
problems. 
 
The Solutions. 
There are several ways to protect that all important starting battery. The 
best solution for you will depend on your vehicle and your budget. 
The quick fix option is to install a relay from the ignition switch so that 
once the ignition is turned off the power supply to your van fridge is cut. 
This simple device can be installed using the electrical system of the car to 
activate the relay. The advantage is no key in the ignition no power to 
the fridge, thus eliminating the forgetful factor and a flat starting battery. 
 
For those with four wheel drives and many larger cars the installation of a 
dual battery system provides a great deal of flexibility. This system can be 
used to power your van & run the fridge whilst stopped, without placing 
the car s starting ability at risk. A suitable switching device such as a voltage 
sensitive relay (VSR) will ensure that your second battery is charged 
whilst the engine is running, but isolated whilst the car is stopped. 
 
Although not totally related to this topic it is prudent to remind everyone 
that in order to successfully power a fridge in the caravan from the engine 
bay of the car the correct cable to use is at least 6mm cross sectional cable. 
Anything less will result in poor performance. 
 
Instead of a dual battery in the car you could also choose to charge the 
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battery in the van, and to run your fridge off this battery. However, if you 
wish to charge a battery in the caravan from the engine bay of the car you 
should use 25mm cable at a minimum. Again, a voltage sensitive relay is 
the necessary item to ensure that your starting battery is protected. 
 
Think hard about your options and consult an expert. With the right 
equipment you will enjoy many happy hours touring without the problems a 
flat battery can cause. 
 
Further info can be obtained from www.springers.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Nominations Closed 
 
To The Members 
Australian Caravan Club Limited. 
 
I wish to advise you that as at the close of nominations (on 27th April) for 
the position of Director on the Board of Australian Caravan Club Limited 
there were insufficient nominations received to require a ballot to be 
conducted. 
 
The successful nominee(s) have been advised accordingly, and I will provide 
the Chairperson with details in sufficient time to ensure that the successful 
nominee(s) are in position to take up their role as director at the 
close of the AGM, in accordance with our constitution. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Gary Stratton 
Returning Officer 
 

ooOOoo 
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Your Board at Work 
A great example of what your Board has been doing is the fact that we are 
short of editorial space in this issue of the Nomad because our approaches 
to advertisers has been so successful that even with extra pages this time 
we have to be careful how much we write. 
 
This means that once again we are able to deliver this edition into your 
letterbox at no cost to members and this only comes about through the 
hard work of our secretary who prints the magazine in-house this time 
with at least 500 copies. It s great that we have a caravan manufacturer 
advertising for the first time and they have signed for a full year. 
 
Other achievements have been the implementation of the Members Directory 
on the website, the on-line shop, obtaining credit card facilities 
which means we can sell shop items at events, a substantial increase of 
member benefits and obtaining club banners to use at Musters the 
name for our member gatherings from now on. We also have been preparing 
a submission to the Lake Macquarie Council asking that caravans be 
allowed to overnight in their rest areas currently restricted to motorhomes. 
 
Work continues on arrangements for the AGM and National Muster in 
September it promises to be a beauty and we will be able to tell you 
much more about the club s dynamic progress face-to-face at that historic 
occasion. 
 

ooOOoo 

The Advocate 
As many members know the Lake Macquarie council has been running a 
trial period where motorhomes are allowed but caravans are banned from 
some rest areas . That trial is nearly up and your board has lodged a 
submission to council attempting to put an end to this discrimination. 
However, we have just been advised that council is now planning to expand 
this restriction (even though the trial is not over). We have now done the 
best we can so now your help is also needed. Please write to Lake Macquarie 
City Council, Box 1906 Hunter Region Mail Centre 2310, or phone 
02 4921 0333 NOW and voice your strongest objections. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Recipes for the Road 
Pineapple Upside down cake 
Ingredients: 
1 can pineapple rings 
1 cup brown sugar 
3 eggs 
½ cup butter or margarine 
1 maraschino cherry for each pineapple ring 
1 pkt of butter cake mix 
 
Process: 
Drain & keep juice from can of pineapple rings and mix with 
water to make 1½ cups of liquid. 
Melt butter in camp oven 
Add sugar and lay pineapple rings in base 
Place a cherry in centre of each ring 
Prepare cake mix as per the instructions on the box and pour 
over the pineapple rings. 
Bake at 180Deg for 25 minutes, taking care not to have too 
much heat on base of camp oven. 
Cut around edges, place a plate covered with aluminium foil 
over top of camp over and invert them together. Cake should 
drop out onto plate. 
 
Enjoy. 
 
Preparation time - ladies 10 minutes 
Gents 2 tinnies on a warm day 
Consumption time - Zap! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Water on the Road. 
There seems to be 3 standard questions people ask when going somewhere. 
* What’s the weather like? * How are the fuel prices there? * What is the 
water like? 
 
At the moment, there are standard answers * Dry! * Expensive! * I’ve had 
better! 
 
Not because the water is bad, but because it is often just a slight change to 
what your taste buds are used to that registers it as not as good . 
This is one reason why there is a trend to install water filters in caravans. 
 
Before 1998 when Sydney water was shut down, many people hadn’t 
heard of the parasites Giardia and Cryptosporidium. They were better 
known overseas as Deli Belly or Bali Bug. These did exist in Australia 
long before 1998; it just wasn’t a problem as it is today. Now, it is even 
more of a problem with the increased drought and bush fires. In May 
2007, Bicheno, Tasmania was put on Boil Water Alert after contaminants 
were washed into the town’s water supply. As with South Dubbo in March 
2007 after pigeon faeces were found in the reservoir. Esperance had lead 
contamination, and Mt. Isa had heavy metal and bacterial contamination. 
 
Today, you need to look at your water supply as you do your electricity. It 
is bought to your van, but it is up to you to make sure it is safe. 
 
As storage space is always a prime consideration in RVs, water filters are 
generally kept small. When you are looking to buy a filter or replacement 
cartridges for an existing one, the secret to better removal of the 
contaminants is the contact time . The longer the water is in contact with the 
carbon inside, the better contaminant removal you will get. So you need to 
look for a system where the water comes in one end and passes through 
the entire length of the filter, as opposed to cartridges where the water enters 
from the side. The contact time will increase by around 10 times. Better 
removal = better taste. The other secret is The slower the better . If 
you have the time, fill your tanks slowly to allow the filters to work better. 
If water quality is a concern to you as you travel, you can sign up for 
water alerts at www.bestwaterfilters.com.au, which will keep you informed 
as alerts are released. 
 
Article contributed by B.E.S.T. water filters. 
 

ooOOoo 



31 

 

 
Wherever the road may take you 

 

B.E.S.T. solution for BAD water! 
The B.E.S.T. Alternative Inline (pictured) is available in 1- micron 
(town / pressure systems) for 
 
 
 

 
Includes delivery 

 
(Note: Our 1 micron Units can be supplied with either ¾ BSP Threads & 
click fit hose connections OR ½ BSP Female threads & mounting clips.) 
Also available is a 5-micron model (for hand pump systems), which is 
$84.00 delivered. (Supplied with ½ BSP Female threads & mounting 
clips.) 

Self-Sanitising 
Aust. Made filter designed for travellers that kills bacteria -not 
just trap it like modified house models! 

Compact 
56 x 285mm - Easily stored with hose. Mount in any direction. 

Reversible 
The only filter that allows you to reverse it - giving you the 
maximum life. 

Long Life 
Rated to treat 5000L- Sealed unit for strength and to prevent 
leaks. Safe to use after periods of non-use. Simply flush and 
continue use. 
 

 
WHAT S IN IT??  Our 1-micron Inlines contain: 

• Silver Coated Crystals to kill. harmful bacteria; 
• 1 Micron Membrane to stop dirt, parasites, etc 
• ; High Quality Carbon for chemical removal, etc. 

  
 

 

NOW AVAILABLE - The B.E.S.T. Technology is now available in 
cartridge form to suit most existing filters. 
Important Note: Prices quoted are current at time of publication. Prices and model spec. s 
are subject to change without notice. Please phone us for current pricing. 

 

 

B.E.S.T. WATER FILTERS 
P.O. Box 2326, Southport BC Qld 4215 

PH: 1800 240 822 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 
Fax: 1800 243 822 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au 
 

 B.E.S.T. is Bacteria Eliminating Silver Treatment 
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Member Benefits 
The following businesses have graciously agreed to provide our members 
discounts. We encourage all members to seriously consider using the services 
of those businesses who support our club. However, it is up to the individual 
member to ascertain the suitability of the service or product. Our members 
entries are highlighted. 
Caravan Parks 
PLEASE NOTE: Many Parks are also members of chains providing members with discounts. The 
discounts offered here are NOT cumulative with any other discounts. 

Park Name Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 
Arthur River Cabin 
Park 

ARTHUR RIVER TAS 
Arthur River Road 
03 6457 12122 

5% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in 
Bookings essential 

 
Silverland Caravan 
Park 

BROKEN HILL NSW 
100 Jabez Street 
Ph 08 8087 8707 

10% Discount on sites Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

Kookaburra Holiday 
Park 

CARDWELL QLD 
175 Bruce HWay 
Ph 07 4066 8648 

5% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in. 
Maximum discount per stay is - 
$10 per site or $20 per cabin. 

Gunbower Caravan 
Park 

GUNBOWER VIC 
74-80 Main Rd 
Ph 03 5487 1412 

10% Discount Show M/ship card when booking in. 
Pets are welcome but must be on a 
lead and 
cleaned up after. 

Kambalda Caravan 
Park 

KAMBALDA WA 
1 Gordon Adams Rd 
Ph 08 9027 1582 

10% Discount off 
published 
prices. 

Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

River Road Caravan 
Park 
(Member V00006 

MILDURA VIC 
199 Ranfurly Way 
Ph 03 5025 2772 

10% discount 
 

Refer Advertisement 
Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

Peak Hill Caravan 
Park 
(Member N00072) 
 

PEAK HILL NSW  
2 Ween St 
Ph 02 6869 1422 

10% on first night. Other 
nights already discounted 

Refer Advertisement 
Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

Tambo Mill Motel and 
Van Park 

TAMBO QLD 
34 - 40 Arthur Street 
Ph 07 4621 7000 
 

10% discount on powered 
sites. 
5% discount on motel 
rooms. 

Discount only available when booking 
direct with park. 
Show M/ship card when booking in. 
 

 
12 
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Caravan Repairs & Accessories 
Business  
 

Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 

SunCoast Caravan 
Service 
(Member No Q00144 ) 
 

MAROOCHYDORE 
QLD 
17 Fishermans Rd 
Ph 07 5443 1036 

10% Disc. on shop items.  
 

Provide membership card prior to 
transaction.  
Offer cannot be combined with any 
other promotional offer. 

Best s Caravan Service  
 

PIALBA QLD 
23 Nissen St 
07 4124 7166 

Discounts to ACC 
members vary upon items. 
Pls enquire 

Provide membership card prior to 
transaction 
 

 

Other 
Business  
 

Location Benefit / Discount Conditions 

Caravans to go 
(Member N00043) 
 

BATHURST NSW 
63 Corporation Ave 
Ph 0400 760 000 
 

10% discount on first 3 
weeks of hire of van. 
Offer expires 31/8/07 
 

Speak with Richard. Membership 
card must be shown to obtain 
discount and is  only available to 
person named on membership 
card. Subject to availability 
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An Invitation from the Bush 
Member S00009, John Kingdon and wife Kathleen live on a farm in the 
North West corner of Victoria between Pinaroo SA and Murrayville Vic. 
The area is called Ngallo and it’s shown on some maps. They have written 
to tell us of a great free camping area just near them and only one km 
off the highway. It was originally tennis courts and has water and a good 
long-drop toilet. It s listed in Camps Australia Wide and John and Kathleen 
say they would love to meet up with any ACC members using the 
campsite as they live just around the corner phone 03 50957777. 
 
Their farm is run by their son these days so they are free to take off for the 
winter months with their 19 Roadstar and 3-litre diesel Jackaroo to visit 
another son in Broken Hill and a daughter in Katherine. They have been 
doing this for the past seven years and take different routes as far as possible 
so they have seen a lot of Australia but John says there s a lot more to see. 
 
They also sent us details and newspaper cuttings of a very early fifthwheeler 
designed and owned by Pop Parr who ran the Pinnaroo Bakery for many 
years. This huge Highway Palace is now owned by an enthusiast in Adelaide 
who has restored it to pristine condition and took it to the Pinnaroo Show last 
year. Pop Parr s daughter, now 92yesrs old and living in Adelaide, was the 
Kingdon s neighbour on the property that is now the site of the free camping 
area. 
 

ooOoOO 
 
A loaded mini van pulled in to the only remaining campsite. Four children 
leaped from the vehicle and began feverishly unloading gear and setting up 
the tent. The boys rushed to gather firewood, while the girls and their mother 
set up the camp stove and cooking utensils. 
 
A nearby camper marveled to the youngsters' father, "That, sir, is some 
display of teamwork." 
 
The father replied, "I have a system; no one goes to the bathroom until the 
camp is set up." 
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Roaming Tasmanians Tackle the 
Oodnadatta Track 
By member Darryl Poke (Duke T00001) 
 
We left Tassie on the 23rd Feb. this year to head off on a trip with no set 
plan or timetable. It may only be 12mths or 3yrs, but we will just keep 
going till we are ready to head home again to our house. 
 
Our trip along the Oodnadatta Track started when we left Rawnsley Park 
in the Flinders Ranges on the morning of Wed 
18th after staying there for 5 nights and having 
a great time. We headed North from Hawker to 
check out the famous Prairie Hotel at Parachilna.  
It is a top little pub that is well known 
for their unusual cooking menu which they 
advertise as ‘local road kill’ such as Emu, 
Camel and Kangaroo. We were there at 
10:00am and the place was nearly full of 
travellers sampling their wares. 
 
From there it was on to check out the massive Coal Mine at Leigh Creek. 
Very impressive!! Sixty km further north are the ruins of the old town of 
Farina. Wherever you look there is broken glass scattered about from the 
two Pubs and Brewery that used to be there in its heyday. It also boasted 2 
churches, a bakery, grain store, general store, post office, 5 blacksmiths, a 
school and a brothel. A lot of stories to be told if the old ruins could talk. 
 
It was then on to Maree for an overnight stop in The Drovers Rest Caravan 
Park. The old Pub in town is over 100 years old with a lot of history 
around the town about the 60 Cameleers and their families as well as the 
1500 Camels they used for transport. 
 
On Thursday the 19th it was off to William Creek. Not far out of town we 
passed through the Dog Fence which, according to an article on the map, 
is the longest man made structure in the world. You learn something every 
day. For the next 100km or so you pass numerous springs as well as ruins 
of old railway siding houses as the track is very close to the old Ghan line. 
A bit further on was the lookout over Southern Lake Eyre. There was no 
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water about but still very spectacular. 
 
We stopped at Coward Springs for lunch but the flies soon drove us back 
into the van. That was the only down side of the trip all the way to Marla, 
the bloody flies were waiting whenever we stopped and got out of the 
vehicle. It was then into William Creek for a cold Gold at $5-00 a can in the 
Pub. Unbelievable - the stuff hanging off the walls and roof but it s all for 
a good cause. It costs a gold coin for the flying doctor to hang whatever 
there. Must have raised heaps of dollars by the look of it. We would have 
liked to have been in town early the next month (May) as the big cattle 
drive starts from there and finishes at Maree a few weeks later. 
 
Friday 20th and off to Oodnadatta. More ruins along the way but the most 
interesting part of this leg was the old Algebuckina Railway Bridge which 
the last train passed over in 1980. A marvellous bit of engineering when it 
was built in the late 1800s. It is 580 metres long and three workers were 
killed during its construction. During the war years in the fortys, 56 trains 
a week passed over it. It is also a top spot to camp overnight under the 
bridge. 
 
At numerous places where the line is close to the track travellers have 
used old railway sleepers to spell out their names or leave messages by 
laying the sleepers on the sides of embankments for all to see. It was then 
on to the Pink Roadhouse in Oodnadatta. You can find nearly anything 
that’s needed for emergency repairs as nothing is thrown away as it may 
get someone out of trouble at a later date. The owners are very good with 
local knowledge and will freely give advice on anything from what tyre 
pressures to run or on road conditions in any direction. We stayed in the 
caravan park behind the roadhouse - basic but clean. 
Saturday 21st was an uneventful drive out to Marla on an excellent gravel 
road. It was a very enjoyable 4 days checking out heaps of early Australian 
history and we would highly recommend it to all. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Lucky Member Number 
A member’s number is included somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours 
you have until June 30, 2007 to contact the secretary and claim your prize. 
The prize is a Bunnings $20 gift voucher. Good hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Letters to The Editor 
Help Wanted. 
We have been approached to ask our members if they would be interested 
in the following offer - 
Dear Sirs 
We are looking for a couple of Grey Nomads to perform gardening duties 
and help as required with flower picking for a wholesale cut flower business 
we operate. Darwin is 30 kms away and we are situated at Humpty 
Doo, NT. We have caravan facilities and pool. 
 
We are situated in close proximity to Kakadu and Litchfield National 
Parks. All the best Barra fishing is also nearby. My contact phone is Sandy 
0427166256 

 
Accommodation 
Dear Editor 
We would like to offer fellow club members free overnight parking at the 
Guluguba store which is on the Leichardt Highway 57kms from Miles on 
the way north to Taroom. 
 
It is a dry weather paddock which has a single public toilet on site. Dogs 
are allowed but camp fires are not allowed due to the drought. 
We can be contacted on 07 4628 2124 
Tom & Marie Groves (Q00124) 

 
Gas Bottles 
Hi There Editor 
 
As this an important issue I consider it should be aired to all members. 
Attached is a copy of AS 2470-2005, which deals with gas bottle gradings 
including those applicable to us caravanners. Briefly there are four grades 
of gas bottles identified by a number in a round circle stamped on each gas 
bottle. Grades 1 to 3 can be placed internally in the caravan boot or 
externally on the drawbar. However, the coating on a grade 4 bottle is 
inferior to the others and is only suitable for internal use. IE in caravan 
boots. 
John Burnett Q00018 
Editors Note: The full information can be downloaded from our website at 
http://www.australiancaravanclub.com.au/Documents/Cylinder_Coatings.pdf 
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From Lionel s Mailbag 
 
Q We attended your informative talk at the Caulfield Race Course yesterday 
and thought you mentioned that you also had a checklist for when you 
pack up to leave a site. As we haven't been able to find it could you please 
advise how we can do this. We have printed off your other checklist and, 
as suggested, will modify it for our own needs. 
 
We are greatly looking forward to some extensive touring in our new caravan 
and will be visiting your web site on a regular basis. 
 
A The moving off checklist isn't on the site - but it's in my book. 
 
Here it is: 
 
We find checklists indispensable and print out a new copy every time we 
go away - even when it s just for a weekend caravan club rally. It is a 
good plan to duplicate everything between the house and outfit where 
possible as this saves a lot of time when you are getting ready for a trip. The 
exceptions of course are perishable items that go in at the last minute - if 
you remember. 
 
Even when you have duplicated most things, it s amazing how many items 
go walkabout between trips so a check on everything is time well spent. 
It can be very frustrating to arrive at your first night s campsite only to 
find something vital like the can-opener or corkscrew have gone missing. 
 
Before leaving home 
There are a number of things to do before you set off on that wonderful 
trip you have been planning for months. You ve done all the preparation 
and maintenance and you re ready n rarin to go - but wait a minute because 
there are some more mundane things to take care of before setting 
off into the wide blue yonder. 
Here are some of them - but you will probably think of a few more. 
 

• Cancel newspaper delivery and arrange for someone to keep your 
mail box emptied . 

• Make arrangements for mail to be forwarded or held 
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(see Communications ). 
• Cancel any other home deliveries. 
• If you are going on a long trip, empty the refrigerator and leave the 

door open. 
• Turn off power, gas and water unless you have an automatic 

irrigation system. 
• Arrange for someone to cut the lawn from time to time. 
• You may like to install a timer to turn the lights and TV on for a 

while each night to give the impression someone is at home - and it 
can be a good idea to have someone park their car in your carport. 

• If you belong to Neighbourhood Watch , let them know you will be 
away. 

• Lock windows and doors. 
 
We try to follow a set routine each day before getting on the road and 
although we don t print out a check list for this we have it in our heads and 
it becomes second nature after a few days. 
Vi looks after the inside and I prowl around outside. This is our list and 
applies in particular to caravans but a similar list could be made for other 
types of outfit. 
When we are ready to roll we check the lights - stop, indicators and tail 
and then, as we move off, I check the operation of the car brakes and the 
caravan brakes at low speed. Any pulling sideways when the over-ride 
lever is used to apply the trailer brakes needs immediate attention as 
incorrect operation can be extremely dangerous when the brakes are used at 
normal speed. 
It is a good idea to glance back at your site as you leave to make sure you 
have not left anything behind. Happy travelling. 
 
Checklist 2 - Before Moving Off 
Inside 

Cupboard doors closed and fastened. 
Drawers closed and fastened. 
Gas stove cover closed. 
TV secure and power plug turned off. 
Roof hatches closed. 
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Loose items stowed. 
Refrigerator locked and turned to 12 volts . 
12 volt water pump switched off. 
Electric jug put away. 
Waste bin on floor. 

Outside 
Chairs and picnic table stowed. 
Awning in and fastened. 
TV antenna and cable stowed. 
Stone guards closed and fastened. 
Corner steadies wound up. 
Caravan hitched to tow vehicle. 
Jockey wheel stowed and hand-brake off. 
Gas turned off. 
Power lead disconnected and stowed. 
Water hose and sullage hose stowed. 
Loose step and mats stowed. 
Auxiliary mirrors fitted. 
Boot closed. 

 
All the best with your travels 
Lionel 
 

ooOOoo 
 
What is time? The shadow on the dial, the striking of the clock, the running 
of the sand, day and night, summer and winter, months, years, centuries 
-- these are but arbitrary and outward signs, the measure of Time, not 
Time itself. Time is the Life of the soul. 
 
- - - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

ooOOoo 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 


