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Club Management 
 

The Directors of the Club are - 
 

Lionel Mussell     - Chair 
     - Publicity Officer 
 

Grant Stable    - Secretary 
 

Julie Baldwin    - Treasurer 
 

Rob Tudor    - Web Master 
 

John Stainer    - Director 
 

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the responsibility for 
the benefit of our members. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club Limited for the benefit 
of club members. 
  

ISSN 1835-1646 
 

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 
 

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been used. 
 

Opinions expressed in any article are those of the author and not necessarily those of 
the Club Management. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and readers 
should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a recommendation as to 
the suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised. 
 

ooOOoo 
 
 

 
Contributions and Articles from readers for publication and photographs are most welcome. Material  
may be submitted on CD or disk, in Microsoft Word or plain text and can be posted, or emailed to: 

 editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au  
Digital photographs should be sent as separate high resolution jpegs. Neat, handwritten, submissions  
will also be accepted.  
Advertising rates and availability may be determined by contacting the Club Secretary at: 

secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au. 
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From the Chair 
 

Since the last Nomad was published, two new branches 
have been formed – welcome to the ACC Hunter Ram-
blers in NSW, the ACC Golden Westerners in NSW, and 
a branch is underway in SA. Congratulations to all con-
cerned. What about it WA, FNQ and Tassie – anything 
happening in your neck of the woods? 
 

This year for the first time in our history we had a stand 
at a caravan show – the Sydney Supershow no less - and I 
must thank the volunteers led by Barry Konemann who 

staffed our area so competently. We signed up new members but more importantly 
more than a thousand people took our new brochures and we hope many will sign up 
in the months ahead. 
 

By the time you read this we will have shown our presence with a stand at the Bris-
bane Caravan Show – thanks again to the volunteers who came forward so willingly 
to advance our cause there. 
 

The full-colour laminated posters showing examples of our activities enhance our 
stands – Murphy took a hand in their production but all was well in the end.  
 

The ‘new’ Nomad team were pleased by the response to the new look magazine. 
Many people thought it had been set out by the printer but in fact the layout and set-
up was done entirely by co-editor Alan Lazarus. A great job Lazo! 
 

Second Annual Muster & AGM 
Included with this Nomad is the Registration form for our Annual Muster and AGM. 
The committee has put in a great deal of work and they have certainly come up with 
what promises to be an outstanding event in perfect surroundings at the Casino Vil-
lage.  
 

I’ll see you there - but I’m going the long way round via the Flinders Ranges, Alice 
Springs and all points north and east. Somebody has to do it! 
 

It was most disappointing that there will be no election again for Directors at this 
AGM owing to lack of candidates. However we do have one excellent nomination 
for Tom Smith - a farmer from NSW with lots of caravanning and club experience. 
We'll bring you more on Tom's background in the next Nomad which will come out 
just before the AGM in September. 
 

Historic Occasion 
I was delighted to represent you when history was made on the 12th of May this year 
at a meeting at CMCA headquarters in Newcastle that set up an informal alliance to 
lobby Government on similar objectives. 
 

Foundation Members of the new lobby group to be; 
 

• Campervan and Motorhome Club of Australia Limited (CMCA)  
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• National Association of Caravan Clubs (NACC) 
• Australasian Touring Caravan, Motorhome & Camping Club Inc (ATCMCC) 
• Australian Caravan Club Limited (ACC) 
 

We see this as a significant step in the right direction so that we can approach all tiers 
of government and instrumentalities with a unified voice for all users of Recreational 
Vehicles. 
 

Don’t look for me in Brisbane because I’m heading up the Centre and by the time 
this hits your letterbox I’ll be somewhere on the Oodnadatta track – happy travelling 
wherever you wander. 
 

Regards, Lionel 

Club Web Site 
 

Don’t throw away your address label before checking the new login and password 
details for the Web Site. 
 

Better still, why not sign up as a forum member and in so doing have yourself a per-
manent User ID and Password allocated? (No more scrounging through the bin look-
ing for the mail label that you just threw out!) 
 

A short email to the club Webmaster is all that’s required. Full details are on the 
club’s web page at www.australiancaravanclub.com.au. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Hello from the Taylors by Gordon & Ivy Taylor S00017 
 

Hello everyone,  we are Gordon and Ivy Taylor, two baby-boomers from South Aus-
tralia and we have just made the effort and joined the Australian Caravan Club, hop-
ing it will be of mutual benefit to us and the ACC. 
 

Our caravanning life started back in late Nov 1987, when after work one day, Ivy and 
I were having a very enjoyable (and relaxing) cup of coffee in our suburban Mount 
Gambier home. We had just cleared out the mail box which contained a big handful 
of envelopes – you know, the ones with the big window in them, and a polite note 
asking us to pay a sum of money for whatever it was that we had purchased. When 
added up the total was a very substantial figure. 
 

After the initial shock, anger set in, and we asked ourselves “Why do we do it”.  - 
Work seven days a week, and the two of us rattle around in a house built to hold a 
large family (and not having any of our three children at home anymore it was a very 
big rattle). The answer came in a burst of ideas, sellout, buy a caravan, work and 
travel, and see this great country of ours. 
 

From the initial idea to the actual leaving home took three months, such a short time 
to have second thoughts, however they came as we drove out of town, heading north, 
and the result was a big passing of thoughts and opinions between us. 
 

We left with a 1979 HJ45 Toyota tray and an 18ft early model Viscount Caravan. 
Not having a great deal of the folding stuff we opted for older model equipment as I 
am very handy with my hands and can keep things going. We never regretted that 
decision as things went well and are still going well. Having changed our mode of 
transport and caravans a few times we now run a 1989 FJ 62 Petrol/gas which runs 
on gas 90% of the time and has been fixed to make it a great towing vehicle, our 
caravan is our 4th since leaving home and is an older type 19ft Evernew Deluxe also 
with a parcel of changes to make it a more comfortable and easy to tow. 
 

We have done a multitude of 
things to put money in the pocket, 
picked and packed all sorts of fruit 
and vegie’s looked after properties 
and house-sitting and managed 
caravan parks, have also camped 
on a lot of absolutely beautiful 
beaches and in bush camps around 
and in this great southern land of 
ours - we would be hard pressed to 
pick a favorite spot so it is up to 
you to get out there and find your 
own. 
 

When meeting people who are not 
caravanners or travellers they often  

Ivy, at Watts Bend, on the Murray River 
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say that they wish that they could do what we are doing “BUT’’ (yes its that ‘B’ 
word again). We tell them there is only one person stopping them and that’s them! 
 

We have just finished the Lychee and Mango season, which started around the start 
of December at Dimbulah, which is a great little place that has a very good caravan 
park run by a very capable and lovely lady by the name of Maxine. 
 

For the last four weeks we have been looking after a Lychee farm at Tabacum not far 
from Dimbulah, this has been a very rewarding and satisfying time. 
In all this time, 21 years (how time flies) we have seen parts and I stress only parts of 
this big country, have done the round trip once and shall do it again and again and 
have met with, and worked for some wonderful and very interesting people, and hope 
to meet lots and lots more. 
 

At the time of writing we are sitting in Bowen (Nth Qld) doing a bit of fishing and a 
lot of nothing and only half looking for something else to do to put some coin in the 
bank. 
 

Of course this is a very condensed 21yrs which have been full of ups and downs and 
a great big learning curve as far as towing a caravan goes. I don’t think we have it 
down pat as yet but you are never to old to learn. Hey! 
 

Keep your eyes open and you may see us somewhere around this big brown land, if 
you do, make sure you say hello.  

Our trusty Ford, on our way around Oz. 
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Let The Nightmare Begin! By Ken Cook 
 

Any Aussie who contemplates taking his caravan or motorhome anywhere, and in-
tends to bring it back again, or may buy a vehicle whilst abroad for shipping back, 
should be aware of certain facts. For it is a fact that he could, like me, be out of seri-
ous money when he lands it on an Aussie dockside. 
 

I bought a motorhome in Australia, took it to the UK, and after doing some touring in 
Europe, shipped it to NZ for an extensive tour of there. I had no problems at any 
stage of these journeys. I did when it got to Auckland have to have it cleaned, but I 
was expecting that. However I got the home within three days and the cleaning was 
done dockside. It cost me NZ$700, which I thought steep for just a steam clean. 
 

Your first problem and potential to be ripped off is when you come to want to ship it 
from NZ to Oz. I had a problem to find a RoRo ferry company and could only find 
one, who happened to be probably the Worlds biggest transporters of new cars 
around the World. There probably is another company that also does this trip, but in 
the short space of time I had to look, I was lumped with this one. Their price for this 
short four day trip of about 1800 nautical miles was horrendous at NZ$3662. When 
you bear in mind that I had no problem to get half a dozen quotes for the UK to NZ 
trip and the cheapest was £2700 (A$5900). So when you look at the comparison on a 
pro rata basis the NZ/OZ passage should have cost  no more than A$600. So you can 
see NZ$3662 (A$3200) is over FIVE times more expensive than coming from 
Europe! 
 

Then you have to insure it. Again in NZ I had problems to find an insurance com-
pany that did marine insurance. In the UK no problem at all and it only cost me £300 
for that 30 day trip whereas in NZ it cost me NZ$425 from the only company I could 
find. They wanted a NZ$1,000 excess as well. So the moral here is give yourself 
plenty of time to find the best shipping and insurance quotes and do it before you 
even leave for NZ. 
 

The real big problems started on arrival at Gods own country, Australia. More cor-
rectly I should say, Gods own country for mind boggling and petty bureaucracy. The 
Aussie government has a paranoia about bio security so has set up a nice little bu-
reaucratic nightmare of a department called Australian Quarantine Inspection Ser-
vice. These people have to justify their existence and they do it by clobbering you 
and me, the man on the street, with huge costs and time wasting bureaucracy when 
we want to bring in vehicles. They leave alone all the big World manufacturers of 
cars who bring in tens of thousands of cars each year, and they also ignore the mil-
lions of containers that come in. No Jo Blow is easier to rip off, and then they can 
boast that they are looking after Oz security. 
 

I could give you the whole story of what happened to me and how it was all a waste 
of time and money (my money and my time) but it would take too long. I could also 
show you how it is all a farce and amounts to nothing more than window dressing. 
Again too long a story. However what happens here at Melbourne is that the vehicle 
has to go to a cleaning company that is about 4K’s away from the docks. You cannot 
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back of a truck. This is your second pay out of fees, because the first one is that you 
have to clear it through customs even though it is an Oz registered vehicle. 
 

So you have to pay say $300 to a customs clearance agent. You pay for AQIS to in-
spect your vehicle on the docks and then you will pay around $450/500 to transport it 
for cleaning. Cleaning and further inspections cost you more again and in the end 
AQIS cost me $1250 directly. Add to this the customs agent and being ripped off by 
the Port of Melbourne for parking fees (another story) and you will have paid out to 
bring back your beloved caravan and motorhome to the tune of at least A$2200. If 
you have a caravan, your towing vehicle will also cost you, so the fees will be even 
higher. If all this was not bad enough, AQIS trashed my home and left it looking like 
it had been gone over by burglars and they damaged some items of equipment.  
 

If all this was not bad enough when I finally got my home back I found that whilst on 
the ship some thieving piece of trash had systematically gone through my home and 
stole over A$3500 worth of items, including a near new Honda Genny. So here is 
another lesson to be learned. The Marine Insurers tried to get out of paying up by 
saying that personal effects and various items found on cars, like radios etc were not 
covered. As all of the most expensive items taken, were essential equipment for any 
caravan or Motorhome I argued and eventually won on that point. Then they tried to 
deduct the excess on me and after much argument I won on that too. So I got paid for 
some of the stuff but had to battle and write to the NZ Insurance Ombudsman. 
 

I then approached the shipping company for the balance and again I met a wall of 
indifference. No apology for their thieving crewmen and again months of fighting 
and eventually I got a payment to make up the balance of the total lost. The lesson to 
learn here is NEVER give all your keys to lockers and storage compartments even if 
they insist. Only give them the ignition keys or get it in writing that they agree to you 
leaving in the vehicle all the items that you normally carry in such a home on wheels. 
They want everyone to present to them a completely cleared out vehicle, and that is 
simply not practical. Also make sure the insurance covers everything that could be 
stolen or lost with the vehicle if the boat sinks. 
 

So whilst I got back some of the money it cost me (I also got $600 back off the Port 
for parking charges they should not have charged) I am still well out of pocket with 
AQIS and complaints to AQIS or the Canberra Minister in charge of them, will get 
you nowhere They don’t even reply to your letters and if they do its all waffle speak 
and excuses but no apologies and no refunds. 
 

 You have been warned!! 
 

ooOOoo 

Note: Ken has indicated his willingness to answer questions or to provide fur-
ther detailed information on his experience. He can be contacted by email at— 
sailerboy63@yahoo.co.uk Next issue he describes his experience when selling the 
unit. 
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So You’re Buying A New Van by Graham Weston Q00168 
 

The decision to buy new or second-hand, largely depends on whether there are good 
vans that meet your needs on the used market at the time and whether you consider a 
new warranty worth the extra cost of a brand new van.  Buying new can get you ex-
actly the van you want but in most cases, you will also have to wait for it to be built.  
In our case there were also a few surprises. 
 

We were so looking forward to our new caravan; a little more space than the old one 
plus a toilet and shower, and brand new with decor to our selection.   We’d been to 
the caravan show and after considerable looking and talking, we had made our deci-
sion, signed the order and were eagerly anticipating collecting the van at the end of 
August 2007.   
 

The maker of this van has a good reputation and the man who we dealt was well in-
formed about the product, so we were feeling quite positive about the whole process; 
but that was before delivery.  We should have known that things don’t always go to 
plan but we were excited and optimistic and keen to expect it would be just perfect. 
Before collection day I phoned to confirm that an Andersen plug should be fitted to 
the car and accordingly spent my hard earned cash having one installed by the local 
auto electrician, only to arrive at the van dealers to find my new van fitted with a flat 
12 pin plug.  After being convinced that I’d be better swapping the car to 12 pin for-
mat, I booked it in with the van dealers own towbar section and to their credit the job 
was done free of charge.  Just a minor setback I thought. 
 

When we arrived on the appointed day for our second attempt to collect the new van 
we were advised that the reversing camera we had provided in July for installation 
during the build, was not yet installed and we were told the van would not be ready 
that day.  I was ready to explode when my tactful wife suggested that they would be 
best served by delivering the van to us since we had already wasted two 60km trips to 
the dealers.   This was in addition to the cupboard shelf being in the wrong position 
which we reluctantly agreed to accept.  Despite these little setbacks, we were still 
sure it would be great van when we finally got it. 
 

That was a little over six months ago (13 Sept 2007 to be precise) and a lot has hap-
pened since then.  We went to Caloundra for a short trial run and then directly to the 
dealer for warranty on ten items including; 
 

•  the safety chain mounting link at the drawbar fouled the level rides on a 
 tight turn, 

•  the entry door was binding on the sill and would not shut unless slammed, 
•  the seal around both sides of the toilet had fallen off, 
•  there was an obvious mark on the mudguard where a screw had penetrated 

 from behind, 
•  and to close the front window protectors you had to actually distort them.  

In October we returned to Dickie Beach for a week and on the way south, again  
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detoured to the van dealer to have a failed battery charger replaced.  With all the 
teething problems now solved, or so we thought, we were on our way to Casino, 
Nambucca Heads and Port Macquarie. 
 

The rain before Nambucca was heavy but our previous vans had withstood such 
downpours so we had no reason to suspect that the water on the bed-head shelf would 
be a centimetre deep and only retained by the lip along the edge.   
 

At Port Macquarie more overnight rain lead to drips from the pelmet above the bed-
head and also through the window winding mechanism.  By now the gloss had worn 
off the new van experience and it didn’t help when I found the front boot was also 
awash and my tools were all sitting in a centimetre deep lake.  There were also leaks 
on the windows and range hood vent. 
 

Not willing to let a few problems spoil our holiday, we went to a play in Port Mac-
quarie and arrived back at the van near 11pm in time to hear the smoke alarm go off 
and refuse to stop until the battery was removed.  Our neighbours were very under-
standing. 
 

On returning to Brisbane we had all the problems rectified on 28 November and the 
van was parked on the drive when it began to rain and .... you guessed.  Another trip 
to the dealer followed by another trip to the dealer who, this time, kept it for a couple 
of weeks to be sure it would not leak again.  
 

Maybe I should have known the van was jinxed when it was delivered with its model 
name on the front but no manufacturers name or logo.  The dealer recently sent the 
appropriate decals to us together with a new set of water tank caps (to resolve an is-
sue which had been outstanding for six months), only to have them returned undeliv-
ered.  A second attempt resulted in the caps being delivered but still no decals. 
 

I only hope they finally fixed the leaks because we have run out of time for any more 
repairs.  As I write this in late March 2008, we are in Toowoomba on our way to 
Darwin and beyond in our nameless caravan. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Don’t Forget 
 

AGM & National Muster 
 

Casino Village (NSW) 24th—28th September, 2008 
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 ACC Pet Policy by Kesley Court Q00007 
 

The Australian Caravan Club has adopted a pet policy for all future musters as fol-
lows: 

12. Pet policy 
Our club recognises that many of our members love their pets and treat them as 
part of their family. On the other hand, as with all groups, not everyone is com-
fortable with animals being present at our functions. In recognition of the vary-
ing opinions and to be fair to everyone the following rules ensure that everyone 
can enjoy their musters and functions.   
When we are conducting an event at a location where animals are permitted 
members’ pets are welcome at our functions on the following conditions- 
 

• Pet owners must obey all local laws as well as any Park policies. 

Local laws vary from one council to another, but usually include a fine for not pick-
ing up after the dog, a dog must be under the control of a responsible person (usually 
deemed to be at least a teenager or adult, not a young child), dogs must be kept on 
lead at all times except in a designated off leash area. 
 

• Pets are not permitted in food areas or group gatherings where food is consumed or 
at formal meetings. 

Leave Buddy in your annex or the van.  If your dog is anxious about being left, espe-
cially if he can see you in the distance and barks to gain your attention, he would be 
calmer if left inside the van on his bed with the radio playing to drown outside noise. 
 

• With the exception of guide dogs pets are not permitted in a marquee or hall. 

See above about leaving Buddy alone. 
 

• Owners must ensure that their pets are not a nuisance to other people. 

Believe it or not, there are people who don’t relate to our furry friends.  I’ve known 
someone who was terrified of any dog, no matter what size it was, because he’d been 
attacked by a dog as a small child. 
 

• Owners are responsible for cleaning up any ‘mess’ deposited by their pets. 

The $2 shops often have cheap supplies of doggy bags, either in a box or a roll.  It’s a 
useful habit to always have a couple in your pocket, just in case. 
 

• Dogs must be kept under control at all times. 

“Under control” not only means on lead, but kept quiet as much as possible so they 
don’t disturb others. 
 

• When in public places dogs must be kept on a lead. 

Use a good quality fabric lead about 1.5m long which is kinder on your hands than a 
chain lead.  A soft collar is kinder to your dog than a check (or choker) chain.   
Teaching a dog to walk on a loose lead and not pull means it’s a pleasure to take 
Buddy for a walk. 
 

• Dogs that have a tendency to snap or bite should be muzzled when in public. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Why Wheels Fall Off by Collyn Rivers 
 

Reports of wheels falling off trailers through stud failure and/or retaining nuts loos-
ening have existed for decades. The problem exists, but in determining how com-
monly, reality becomes a sequentially enhanced myth. The RVMAA (Recreational 
Vehicle Manufacturers Association of Australia), for example, recently asked that 
incidents be reported to them (and had negligible response). A large Internet website 
also sought specifics – with zero response. There is however ample evidence that the 
problem exists. 
 

My own extensive dirt road experience (I live in the Kimberley – where almost all 
roads are dirt) is that box trailers, and the cheaper camper trailers and caravans are 
prone to losing wheels. Yet whatever tows them are not. Caravanning publications 
have reported likewise since the early 1920s. 
 

Reliable data shows that three quarters of known failures are due to wheel nuts being 
over or under tightened. Also blamed is lack of ongoing checking but, essential parts 
needing routine checks to ensure they do not fall off, reflects serious failings in de-
sign. 
 

I have for some years suggested a further cause that combines a known defect of 
screwed fastenings, and a likely cause of that effect occurring. 
 

Why Things Work Loose 
 

The mechanism that enables/causes screwed fastenings to loosen is known, but rarely 
covered in engineering training. Research papers describe it in considerable rigour 
and detail (eg. Girard S. Havil), ‘Designing with Threaded Fasteners’, Mech. Eng., 
Vol 105, No 10, Oct 1983. 
 

 

The threaded section of screwed fastenings is 
by necessity spiral. One side of the tightened 
nut pushes up on one side of the corresponding 
stud’s threads; the other side pushes down on 
the other side of that thread. The tightening 
force normally maintains these faces in tight 
contact and prevents sideways movement be-
tween the nut and the stud (a slight clearance 
must exist to enable the nut to turn). 
 

As the nut is tightened, the stud or bolt 
stretches very slightly – it is in tension. Even 
when correctly tightened however, repetitive 
side loads can cause the nut to move slightly 
from side to side. As the thread is spiral and 
marginally stretched, this sideways movement 
momentarily reduces the frictional contact 
between the threads, thus  

Rachetting action of a side-sliding 
thread. (Picture courtesy of Loctite 
Henkel) 
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minutely relieving the tension in the stretched stud. This acts as a ratchet mechanism 
that causes the nut to undo. 
 

The above is not conjecture – try it yourself! 
 

Hold a large clean threaded stud and nut vertically downwards – and shake the as-
sembly vigorously from side to side. The nut will be seen to unwind. A similar effect 
happens with a nut and stud under tension – excepting that the briefly but repeated 
loss of tension more or less replicates what gravity does in that experiment. If re-
peated sideways movement exists, nuts ‘ratchet themselves’ loose.  
 

Spring washers do not help: by adding elasticity they may make matters worse. Ny-
loc nuts add friction and marginally limit sideways movement. Castellated nuts and 
split pins prevent nut movement but accurate re-torquing may not be possible. Dou-
ble lock nuts help because the upper nut is freer of loosening forces. Left-hand thread 
nuts (on left hand wheels) are claimed to reduce the amount wheel nuts undo, but do 
not restrain initial loosening. 
 

Of the above, only the Nyloc nut (partially) addresses the initiating cause. There are 
better solutions, either of which is effective. Used together (although my experience 
indicates doubling up is not essential) it is probable that wheels falling off can be 
eliminated. 
 

Filling the Gap 
 

The first approach is to eliminate the gap between the threads. If there’s no gap, there 
is little likelihood of nuts undoing - and that’s how Loctite (and similar products) 
work. They do not ‘glue’ things together – but by filling the gaps between threads 
they eliminate the movement that causes the problem. 
 

Most such products are not however suitable for wheel nuts. Wheels ‘bed down’ and 
need re-torquing at about 50 km, and ideally after a further 100 km and any subse-
quent torquing destroys the effect of the product. 
 

The specialised Loctite 290 product (only) is designed for things known to need bed-
ding down and retightening (such as wheel and U-bolt nuts). It is a self-wicking fluid 
that works its way even between horizontal threads. It is applied only after final re-
torquing. 
 

As the product effectively precludes nut unwinding, further torque checks are 
(claimed to be) unnecessary. It must be reapplied after wheel changes. (It is also used 
on roller coasters to prevent fastenings loosening with high risk of consequent catas-
trophic failure). 
 

Reducing Loosening Forces 
 

A further approach is to reduce the enabling forces. These include side shock loads, 
repeated bending of the bolted assembly, and repeated heating and cooling (eg. cylin-
der head studs). But vibration alone may not cause a nut to loosen unless it generates 
sideways movement. 
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More wheels demonstrably fall off trailers than ever do off cars. Yet for close to a 
century, trailer makers have denied there’s anything about their products that might 
cause this to happen! It does not affect all trailers: wheels that fall, or stub axles that 
break were mostly from the cheaper products. 
 

I’ve travelled the 4000 or km each way of 
dirt tracks from Broome to the east coast 
and back eleven times, and have been 
sixteen times across the 1100 km Tanami. 
I have observed and photographed very 
many trailers and wrecked caravans that 
had wheels torn away (or stub axles bro-
ken). All had something in common. 
They were leaf sprung and none had pro-
vision for shock absorbers. 
 
Bumps are not just bumps 
 

When a wheel encounters a bump, it is 
driven sharply upward (with a force pro-
portional to the square of the driving 
speed), compressing the spring in so do-
ing. Friction between the spring leaves 

absorbs a small part of the imparted energy, but only on the less important upward 
travel: a lot of pent-up energy remains and the now totally unrestrained leaf spring 
hurls the road wheel downward like a demented jackhammer. 
 

As the wheel strikes the ground, and is only partially damped by the tyre, a reactive 
shock load is transmitted up through the road wheel and to springs and trailer struc-
ture. It does so via the wheel studs.  
 

The conical nuts and locations limit side movement, but the forces are so large (and 
often repetitive) that even slight sideways movement causes (not just allows) them to 
loosen. One pass of the Tanami track (at roughly 900 corrugations per kilometre) 
imparts three-quarters of a million hammer-like blows via those wheel studs. And 
another three quarters of a million on the way home. Once a nut works loose, even a 
few hundred shock loads may cause it to ratchet itself off. Others may work slightly 
loose and then bind. The studs are then abraded until they shear. 
 

The Action of Shock Absorbers 
 

Despite outback Australia being littered by products demonstrating the contrary, 
some trailer makers still argue that shock absorbers are not necessary on leaf sprung 
trailers. 
 

At GM, I built a test rig that simulated bump action on damped and undamped axles. 
Many undamped axle assemblies loosened and/or broke wheel studs. Adequately 
damped ones didn’t. 

Broken trailer abandoned on the 
Tanami about 700km west of Alice 
Springs—there are many such. 
(Picture: Collyn Rivers, 2003) 

 



17  

 

I later data-logged the shock loadings on 
a leaf-sprung QL Bedford whilst I drove 
it twice across Africa. The difference in 
shock loading on rebound (between a 
damped and undamped rear spring) was 
on average thirty five times greater. 
 

Other Springs 
 

Coil springs have close to zero self 
damping and are never used without 
shock absorbers. Alko rubber sprung 
assemblies are available with and with-
out shock absorbers but, in Europe, 
where roads are generally better, most 
Alko-suspended caravans have shock 
absorbers as standard. 
 

The argument that leaf springs are self damping overlooks that it applies only mar-
ginally, and where it matters least - on the upward thrust. A lot of pent-up energy 
remains. On the downward thrust the spring leaves are not constrained (and thus 
damped by friction). Their acceleration is limited only by the mass of the wheel as-
sembly: it is virtually unchecked. 
 

The purpose of shock absorbers is also to control both bound and rebound move-
ments and to dissipate the imparted energy, in the form of heat. 

 

Once this action and effect is realised, the 
need for shock absorbers is obvious. The 
only exception is where the springs are so 
stiff there’s little spring movement to 
dampen. Here, wheel studs and stub axles 
are likely to snap instead. 
 

I believe it is disgraceful that, in 2008, 
trailer makers omit shock absorbers de-
spite their common usage on cars as early 
as 1905 and that at a fifth of the speed. If 
a trailer builder tells you that shock ab-
sorbers are not needed ask why his/her 
products are uniquely immune to the ef-
fects of Newton’s more fundamental laws 
of motion. If they still argue, buy from 
somewhere else - they display no under-
standing of the basics of suspension. 
 

In over 450,000 km and forty years of 
mostly off-bitumen driving I have yet to 

have a wheel nut loosen – let alone fall off. And that’s without Loctite 290. 

This is a simple and very cheap Fin-
nish-made box trailer—despite the ul-
tra low price it has soft, long travel, 
and well damped suspension. 

This Russian community-built box 
trailer has carted full loads of rocks 
over 30 kms of unmade roads every day 
for over 30 years without any but tyre 
(and one set of shock absorber) 
changes. It has a tubular chassis, inde-
pendent coil springs and big shock ab-
sorbers. (Picture: Collyn Rivers, 2006) 
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Brief Bio 
Collyn is an ex GM research engineer. He changed careers in 1970 to found and edit 
the eventually global Electronics Today International, and many other technical pub-
lications. He was Technical Editor of The Bulletin from 1982-1990. He has subse-
quently written four books on various aspects of RVs. His website is: 
 www.caravanandmotorhomebooks.com 
 

 Note: This article also appears (in a different presentation) in the CMCA’s ‘The 
Wanderer’. Permission to reproduce it will not unreasonably be withheld subject to 
full acknowledgment and express written permission from Collyn Rivers (who holds 
world copyright of the text); and from the CMCA (which has copyright of this par-
ticular presentation). 
 
 

 
 
Tightening Wheels 
 

• Clean the threads thoroughly and ensure the nuts spin freely on the stud for 
their full threaded length (discard any that do not, and never use a nut or stud 
that is or has been corroded). The studs and nuts need to be totally clean, dry, 
and unlubricated. 

 

• Locate the wheel on the studs and finger-tighten using a diagonal sequence. 
Give the wheel a few wriggles to allow it to locate correctly. 

 

• Tighten the wheel nuts progressively and working diagonally. 
 

• Use a torque wrench for the final tightening and torque to the vehicle maker’s 
specifications. Do not exceed specified tightness. 

 

• Recheck after 50 km, and after a further 100 km. If really concerned, apply 
Loctite 290 (ONLY). It will travel through the horizontal thread. 

 
• Insist on that torque wrench being used because many mechanics wrongly 

believe they can ‘feel’ correct tension. They cannot. Personally observed re-
search showed that over half of 300 (tested) experienced mechanics failed to 
gauge wheel nut tightness by plus or minus 30%. Some were out by over 
40%. 

 
• Stress beforehand that that you need the final tightening to be to the vehicle 

maker’s specifications. Never allow a ‘rattle gun’ to be used for tightening as 
there is a real risk of over serious overtightening. This increases the stretch, 
and hence the ‘undoing tendency’ and also marginally narrows the thread di-
ameter, thus increases the thread gap. 

 
• Ideally, have your own high quality torque wrench and insist on doing the 

final tightening yourself (I always do this). 
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From The Sea To The Mountains by Ray & Lyn Ward Q00023 
 

Six members of the ACC Sunshine Nomads left a wet but warm Sunshine Coast to 
join with the Happy Holiday Coasters at their Glenn Innes Muster at the Glen Rest 
Caravan Park in 9° temperatures. 
We had wondered what we would do to fill in time in Glen Innes, no problem– visit 
the stones, tour the town, visit a museum, a Hot Rod Club had a meeting and display 
at the RSL Club, and the Glen Innes Annual Horticultural Show was on. 
 

Many meetings were held with fellow male ACC members outside Craft & Cake 
Halls. Some of us learnt about the finer points of judging cattle, we learnt from the 
“The Best Cow of Show” judge that the winner had, beautiful udders & that she was 
a very feminine cow, the runner up had a problem with, sloping shoulders. 
 

Happy Hours around fires extended to barbecued meals near the fires. Dinner at the 
heated RSL Club on Saturday night was well attended. 
 

If you are looking for a Caravan Park in the Glen Innes area you couldn’t go wrong 
in staying at the well & friendly managed Glen Rest Caravan Park, the only problem 
was the park doesn’t have a strict rule on control of dogs. 
 

Packing up & saying farewell in cold drizzle on Monday morning was an extended 
process, Lyn & I travelled the Gwydir Highway for the first time to Grafton, a good 
road downhill all the way, we think the scenery would have been good if only we 
could have seen it. 
 

We stayed at the excellent Riverside Caravan Park at Iluka for a few days before go-
ing to Tamborine Mountain for the ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts first Muster. 

What a change in temperature, the area had its hottest day of the summer on the Sat-
urday. Once again it was great to meet more members of ACC & to attend their first 
meeting. Happy Hours & morning teas were very well catered for. 
 

A visit to a Cheese Shop & Winery was interrupted by a blackout on the mountain, 
due to the power usage on the extremely hot day. We took the opportunity to visit the 
areas Botanical Gardens, having been advised by one of the branch members to do 
so. If you are in the area don’t miss them. 

ooOOoo 

Fifth Wheel Caravans 
 

There are increasing reports of wheel nuts loosening and/or wheels falling off fifth 
wheel caravans - all ultra-low priced imports. Checking showed they had suspension 
identical in every respect except scale, to my cheap twin axle box trailer that I use to 
take garbage to the local tip. None had shock absorbers. In my opinion (as an ex re-
search engineer with specific experience in this area) such suspension is grossly in-
adequate for Australian use. 
 

ooOOoo 
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From The Branches 
Southern Nomads– 3rd Muster, May 2008 

 

Unlike the Magpie, Corellas are not the most attractive sounding of our birdlife, but 
gee they are a spectacular sight as they wheeled overhead twice a day. They would 
take off early morning and return each evening to settle down in the gum trees along-
side the Murray River at back of the Caravan Park. Where am I talking about; it’s the 
Barham Caravan Park where the Southern Nomads held their 3rd Muster. It is a de-
lightful caravan park with green well grassed sites which the manager took great 
pride in keeping in top condition. The Murray River ran alongside the back end of 
the park, and sadly the level was well down to just a steady flow. 
  

We had some 24 vans at the muster, plus a couple who are in between vans and 
stayed in a cabin. The weekend started with a dinner at the Barham Services Club, 
where each member was given a free $12 voucher, which most spent in the bistro on 
their meal, thus making this opening evening a great bargain. A few un-named mem-
bers lingered over the “pokies” and one won a pile 
 

On Saturday most members set off early to the local Murrabit Market returning with 
bags of goodies in particular fruit and vegetables. The Southern Nomad Committee 
met at 3-00 pm and the happy hour/meeting commenced at 4-00 pm, with Bruce Watt 
welcoming 8 new members and then giving an outline of club activities.  
 

National Chairman Lionel spoke about club plans, and commented on the pleasing 
results from both Sydney and Melbourne caravan shows. Rob Tudor spoke about 
enrolling in the ACC Forums and hosted a session of answering member’s computer 
related queries. Barry Groves spoke about the number of annual musters preferred by 
the members, distances to travel, and if they had any hidden “gems” of caravan parks 
which could be considered for future musters. The raffles were then drawn with some 
pleased members winning, wine, gift baskets etc. 
 

Saturday night was chilly, and many members chose to eat dinner in the warmth of 
their caravans; however a hard core group stayed in the camp kitchen which rocked 
with gales of laughter, and those who stayed “glugged” down port, red wine and 
lemonchello which had a big kick. Sunday morning saw most members up bright and 
early as the club had been invited to the Fly Wheelers Museum which opened up 
especially for us. This museum is run by local volunteers who showed us around, 
gave commentaries, and answered questions. This was certainly a highlight, and we 
saw restored vintage cars, trucks, tractors plus other farm equipment. Perhaps the 
most outstanding item was a 1923 beautifully restored “Huppmobile”, and members 
stood around drooling. 
 

Later that afternoon, we were joined at our afternoon “happy hour” by 5 members 
from the Southern Riverina Caravan Club who then witnessed the auction, ably con-
ducted by resident auctioneer Lionel Mussell.  It was a great muster, the Southern 
Nomads are bonding into a close, friendly club; they really rock! 
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ACC Sunshine Nomads have planned a “Tag-Along” trip 
to the Annual Muster. 
 

Starting at Roma on 7th September and then heading to Longreach via stops at 
Mitchell, Charleville (3 Nights), Blackall, Barcaldine and finally to Longreach for 4 
nights. Time to really explore the Longreach area and all of its attractions – plus time 
for some day trips out into the smaller country towns... 

The return journey to Casino is very different. We have aimed to visit more “out of 
the way” places and include overnights at Windorah, Toompine Hotel, Eulo Queen 
Hotel (with most of a day at the Yowah Opal fields on the trip from Toompine to 
Eulo), Nardoo Cattle Station, Nindigully Pub and to Tenterfield overnight before 
arriving at Casino on the morning of 24th September – the day before the start of the 
Annual Muster. 
 

Currently there is only a 5km stretch unsealed. A work gang is working on this and 
by September the whole journey will be on sealed roads – some quite narrow but all 
in pretty good condition 
 

As well as the unique overnight locations on the trip home – in some cases we will 
have power and in others we will have to manage without – I can assure you is that it 
will be a trip to remember. 

At some stops we will have meals provided, in others we will have our own group 
BBQ and in others it will be your responsibility. 
 

We will need to book for things such as the Big Rig evening show at Roma, The 
Cosmos Centre at Charleville and we will arrange a group visit to Myendetta Station 
at Charleville. Time will also be made to visit the Hot pools at Mitchell and the 
heated Pool at Blackall. Nardoo Station also has heated pools. 
 

A full questionnaire will be sent to all participants once they register. 
 

If you are going to Casino – or even if you aren’t – and would like to join a group of 
about 20 like-minded caravanner’s to see and experience some of Australia’s real 
Outback, then this trip may be for you. I can guarantee you will have a great time!!!! 
 

There will be an organisational fee of $25.00 per caravan and we will limit numbers 
to 20 vans. Currently we have approx 10 vacancies remaining. 
 
 
 

If you are interested, or require further information please contact  
 

John Somerville 
07-54508350 

john_02@gotalk.net.au 
 

ooOOoo 



22  

 

ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads Rainbow Waters Roundup 
 

The third ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads Muster was held at Rainbow Beach over 
the weekend 18th April to 20th April, and was attended by forty nine members (25 
vans), and six visitors (3 vans). 
 

With scattered showers dominating the weekend weather, we were blessed by having 
the caravan park TV room at our disposal for most of the weekend, which insured 
that all our planned activities came to fruition. 
 

Leah Travers hosted a great “Travel Trivia” session on Saturday morning, with the 
eventual winners being Len & Terrie Parsons from memory (I’m sure someone will 
correct me if I’m wrong). These travel trivia sessions are proving quite popular at our 
Musters, and the next one at Esk will be hosted by Merv and Wendy Cooke. 
 

Saturday afternoon Peter Leupold and Chris Grivell from Gympie based Roadcraft 
Driver Education addressed us on Safe Towing, and a thought provoking discussion 
between  members and Peter and Chris took place during and after the presentation. 
 

From the way the discussion went, I’m sure that all our members gained some con-
structive and instructive knowledge from Peter and Chris’ presentation, and I’m sure 
that some of our members will be participating in the Caravan Training Course. 
 

Saturday night saw many of us gather again in the TV room for a “Sing-A- Long” 
with our now resident minstrel, Brian Ward. 
 

The Sunday morning air was perme-
ated with the smell of barbequed sau-
sages as our hosts, Rainbow Waters 
Holiday Park Managers Jo, Rob and 
crew, treated us to a delicious compli-
mentary sausage sizzle. 
 

At 10.00 am we again gathered in the 
TV room for  the business section of 
our Muster, the general meeting, after 
which we drew the RFDS Raffle rais-
ing $223.00 for the Royal Flying Doc-
tor. 
 

We also had a “guess the number  of 
Jelly beans in the 4 litre paint can”, thanks to Brian & Robyn Ward’s donation of the 
jelly beans, as this raised a further $48.00 for the branch, along with another $25.00 
by way of gold coin donation. 
 

The second hand book sales raised a further $10.10 for the RFDS, and $50.00 was 
raised by way of gold coin donations for the local SES...thanks everyone for your 
generosity. 
 

Sadly the “workers” had to leave for home after our meeting as someone still needs  

Happy Mob at Rainbow Waters 
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to work and pay taxes, and the remainder enjoyed a “free” afternoon to take in the 
sights and attractions of the Rainbow Beach area.  
 

Most of us attended the Rainbow Beach Sports Club for a sumptuous roast meal, 
which completed a wonderful weekend of friendship and fellowship. 
 

Our next Muster will be held at the Esk Caravan Park over the weekend 20th to 22nd 
June. 

ooOOoo 

Inaugural Muster of ACC Hunter Ramblers 
 

Eleven member, 2 visiting caravans and twenty five ACC members and friends, gath-
ered at Norah Head Caravan Park, to conduct the first meeting and muster for the 
Australian Caravan Club’s newest branch over the weekend of 2nd – 4th May , 2008. 
 

The inaugural branch meeting, on Saturday, 3rd May, was chaired by Max Plumb 
who was elected acting President at Anna Bay as were the other office bearers. The 
visitors joined the ACC and branch. 
Future direction, frequency of Musters, fees and muster locations for the new branch 
were agreed upon, and general discussion on Muster activities. 
 

A decision was made to publish a regular branch newsletter, which will be done after 
 each branch muster has been held. This way all ACC Hunter Ramblers members will 
 be kept informed of relevant news, gossip, plus the sharing of any other interesting 
information. 
 

The weekend wasn’t all business, and members 
of the new branch enjoyed a communal BBQ on 
the Friday night, in the Marquee kindly erected 
for us by the Caravan Park in a central location. 
 

We dined at the Bowling Club next door to the 
Caravan Park on Saturday night and the plates 
were so well laden,  we had to stagger home – it 
wasn’t the booze, honest!  
 

Morning tea has almost made lunch redundant 
and those staying for dinner on Sunday were once 
again treated to a sumptuous banquet of Roast Pork & Lamb on Neil’s Spit Roast. I 
think this may become our signature Muster activity. This branch may be the first to 
have links to a diet plan! 
 

A few members went to find a bargain at The Entrance Markets on Sunday Morning 
while the rest sat in the sun enjoying muffins and chit chat. 
 

After a great weekend we agreed to meet again at East Gresford Showground 27th – 
29th June to enjoy ourselves all over again. 
 

ooOOoo 

Oh Yum!! 
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ACC Sunshine Nomads 

The ACC Sunshine Nomads unveiled their new branch banner at a Muster of 41 peo-
ple in 20 vans at the Crows Nest Caravan Park 17 to 20 April.  The location and 
agenda were arranged by Lawrence and Julie Chadwick, with a little McGrice assis-
tance. Sunshine Nomads welcomed members from other branches and as far away as 
Victoria.  Seven new members joined the branch.  

A “trivia” night, won by Jim and Carol Henwood, 
revealed that some of us could not have passed the 
citizenship test.  A light sprinkling of rain did 
nothing to dampen our enthusiasm. 

Friday was a relaxing day, with musterers choos-
ing to relax, take in the local attractions, swap sto-
ries of the road and play boule. The highlight was a 

casserole dinner where the cooks (not all ladies) provided a varied fare of very high 
standard.  Bingo, called by Lawrence Chadwick, polished off an excellent day with 
prizes ranging from exotic chocolates to a pumpkin.  

At afternoon tea on Saturday, we met to consider the weighty matters of branch man-
agement and sites and themes for future musters.   The evening meal was taken in the 
Caravan Park restaurant; a wonderful buffet, roast beef dinner, with all manner of 
side dishes and deserts. Evan and Gail, park owners excelled themselves. 

Bob Holland, a local 
winemaker drew our 
raffle, kindly donating 
an additional prize of 
special wine.  The 
main prize was a hand 
coloured woodcut by 
Julie Chadwick.  Pro-
ceeds from the raffle 
are destined for the 
RFDS, our chosen 
charity for branch sup-
port. 
 

Twenty-seven muster-
ers remained to enjoy 

Sunday night around a roaring campfire, enjoying more travellers yarns, fresh 
damper and honey and  a country and western sing-a-long, led by Noel Drake and his 
trusty guitar.  This final night was one of the highlights of a very successful few 
days. 

ooOOoo 

A Fine Looking Bunch! 

The New Banner. 
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Happy Holiday Coasters /  Sunshine Nomads 
 

This event was a combined Muster for members of both the Happy Holiday Coasters 
and Sunshine Nomads. 
 

Members were arriving days before they were expected, and unexpected members 
were arriving right up to the official start date.  Most members arrived at least the day 
before the Muster was advertised to start, there were only 3 vans to arrive on the start 
date. This set the tone for the muster. Everyone was here for a good time. 
 

This combined with the hospital-
ity afforded by our hosts Silvia 
and Allan made for a GREAT 
weekend. If you are passing 
through Glen Innes and looking 
for a good Caravan Park you will 
not do much better than the Glen 
Rest. They are an Oz Park so you 
also receive your ACC discount. 
 

The meeting of two Branches 
helped to forge new friendships 
and renew friendships made at 
the first AGM. 
 

Activities at the Muster included 

happy hours, morning teas, fossicking, 
boules and a well-attended dinner at the 
Services Club. And then there were the 
unforgettable strawberry milk shakes 
just down the road. 
 

Due to the great success of the muster, 
the Happy Holiday Coasters are com-
bining with the recently formed Hunter 
Ramblers to hold a combined muster at 
Forster in August. 
 

ooOOoo 

Ahhhh—Happy Hour 

And the winner of the sheep-station is…. 

Lucky Member Number 
 

A members number is located somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours you have 
until August 28th, 2008 to contact the Secretary and claim your prize. The prize is a 
$20 Bunnings gift voucher. Last issue’s number wasn’t found so good hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 
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In Their Footsteps (by Alan Lazarus V00012) 
 

One of my interests is Australian history, in particular, the work of the early explor-
ers. It should come as no surprise then, that on or last trip we visited sites that were 
significant to such greats as Charles Sturt and the also the ill-fated Bourke and Wills. 
 

The journey took us from leafy Melbourne up to the sun-scorched boulders of Ti-
booburra, to Cameron Corner then across the Strzlecki Desert to Innamincka before 
our return home via the Strzlecki Track and Northern Flinders Ranges. 

 

We stopped off at many places using a mixture of 
caravan parks and independent camping, met a 
lot of the locals, and were able to visit spots 
which are now recorded in the history books. We 
camped beside the Evelyn Creek at Milparinka, 
much as Charles Sturt did 150 years ago, we took 
in his campsite at Depot Glen, and paid our re-
spects at Poole’s Grave. 
 

At Innamincka we stayed by the Cooper Creek 
for a few days and relived the horrors of the 
Bourke and Wills expedition, went to the Dig 
Tree and tried to imagine their despair before we 
moved on and paid our respects at the sites of 
their eventual deaths. 
 

In these modern times we speak of the difficulty 
of outback travel, how remote, how hard it is to 
find fuel, how rough 
the road is. Not 
many of us think 

back to a time when there were no roads, no comfortable 
bed at the end of the day, just un-ending days of heat, 
dust, flies and that constant fear of the unknown. If we 
did, we would gain a greater sense of admiration and 
appreciation for the courage of men such as these. We 
might even come to appreciate their legacy, for they 
helped to make the Australia that we enjoy today. 
 

I’d like to tell their stories for you—but I won’t, you need 
to discover them for yourself. Visit the library, do your 
internet research, look up the historical archives, and 
learn. 
 

Then, once you know the story, hitch up your nice comfy 
van and follow their footsteps. You will have them to 
thank for your own discoveries! 
 

ooOOoo 

Poole’s Grave, near Milparinka, 
The blaze on the tree is still quite 
legible. 

The Dig Tree, beside a 
tranquil Cooper Creek. 
How different it must 
have been for Bourke & 
Wills. 
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From the Committees 

 

Great News For Independent Campers 

 (Donald Reid— Independent Camping Committee) 
 

We have introduced a brand new feature to our website, especially for our Independ-
ent Camping members. 
 

There are already lots of printed and on-line listings of Independent Campsites that 
many of us use to pick our overnight stops or bush camps.  Thanks to the work of 
Garry Stratton and Webmaster Rob Tudor, we now have our own camps listing and it 
has many unique features.  
 

By using our new on-line campsite listing, members will have more information than 
is currently available on other listings.  Members can add their own favourite camps, 
review existing entries and give each campsite a one to five star rating. 
 

Amongst the unique features of our camp sites list is the ability to: 
 

• Show the type of camp (Rest Area, Showground, RV Stopover etc).  
• Show GPS co-ordinates,   
• Indicate whether the site is free or budget and show the amount of any fee at 

the last review. 
• Indicate if there are toilets on site and whether are flush, long drop or com-

posting. 
• Show whether fresh water is available and if it is drinkable. 
• Show whether self-containment is required. 
• Whether pets are allowed 
• Detailed directions to find each campsite. 
• Whether there are BBQs and what type (wood, gas electric etc) 
• Contact details for the controlling authority. 
• Give the location of the closest Dump Point. 
• And much more! 
 

Initial entries and any reviews will show the date of the entry.  You will know just 
how up to date the information is. 
 

Of course the list can be downloaded and printed out to take on your next trip. 
 

Members will be able to add their own favourite budget camps, including a couple of 
photographs to show just how good they are.  You will also be able to review exist-
ing entries, add your comments about the sites and rate them. 
 

ACC members can have their own ongoing input of the camps list and will know that 
the sites have actually been visited and assessed by fellow members.  Club modera-
tors will keep things tidy and will be able to modify entries quickly.  As we learn of 
new or closed sites we will be able to update the listing immediately. 
 

And, it’s all free to ACC members.             (Cont…) 
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2008 AGM & Annual Muster (Donald Reid for 2008 Annual Muster Committee) 
 

Your 2008 Annual Muster Committee aims to build on the success of the 2007 event. 
We are determined to make the 2008 Muster an event for all members to enjoy and to 
remember for many years to come. 
 

The 2008 Muster is to be held at Casino Village (Australia’s Premier Motorhome and 
RV Resort) in Casino, New South Wales from 24th – 28th September 2008. 
 

Those are the official dates.  Members can arrive early and leave late and so enjoy 
the full benefit of what is on offer at Casino Village and the surrounding area. 
 

Web surfers can go to www.casinovillage.com.au  to find out just what Casino Vil-
lage has on offer to all RV Travellers and for more information about this part of the 
New South Wales Northern Rivers go to www.bigvolcano.com.au/places/casino.htm. 
 

The Muster will bring together ACC members from all parts of Australia for five 
days of social activities, competitions (bring your bocce kits), good food, excellent 
company and seminar presentations by some of the most knowledgeable caravanners 
and related experts in the country.  And we have not forgotten activities for the ladies 
and the kids. 
 

Casino Village has a rally area set aside from the main camping area.  The powered 
sites are large and there is a dedicated amenities block for the use of Musterers.  The 
swimming pool and bistro are close handy as is the barbeque area where campers 
gather every afternoon for happy hour. 
 

The annual meeting of the Australian Caravan Club will be held on Saturday after-
noon  September 27th.  That’s about the only serious part of the whole week! 
 

For our members to enjoy on Saturday night we have organised a camp oven dinner 
followed by a well known country music entertainer and his group.  And that’s only 
the main feature.  We have lots of other social activities organised on other days. 
 

The Muster Registration form is enclosed in this copy of the Nomad or it can be 
downloaded from the ACC website at www.australiancaravanclub.com.au. 
 

Although Muster numbers are unlimited we can only cater for 200 members at the 
Saturday night dinner so register early and don’t miss out.  Fill out your registration  

Just Sign In to the club website, with your personal username and password, click on 
‘’Independent Campsites’ and follow the instructions.  As with any club activity the 
success of the ACC Campsites List depends on input from members.  We look for-
ward to seeing the list evolve and grow.  This can only happen if members are ac-
tively involved; lets have your input and your ideas for changes or modifications. 
 

If you haven’t yet got a personal username and password, just send an email to the 
webmaster@australiancaravanclub.com.au with your membership number, surname, 
preferred nickname and postcode. 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 



32  

 

 

Special Places Competition 
 

Share your special place with your fellow members and receive a B.E.S.T. water fil-
ter as a reward for your efforts if it is published. Yes, that’s correct, it is not a typo—
Colin Hopgood has generously donated a water filter to be awarded to the contribu-
tor  of the Special Place article published in each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—All articles will be reviewed by the editors and the one which is most 
appropriate for each issue will be selected. Photos will help—please submit them 
in .jpg format, and your article in Word. 
 

All articles submitted will be retained and reviewed for each edition of the Nomad. In 
submitting an article or photos for consideration you agree that the club may edit and 
publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be submitted to the Editor via the club web site, or by 
mail to the club postal address. 
 

So sharpen up those pencils, brush off the camera lens, and go for it! Good Luck! 
 

ooOOoo 

Thank You (from Jan Barham) 
 

I have just posted the following on the forum, but thought it might be appropriate to 
include it in the magazine. 
 

"Colin Hopgood caught up with us at the Goomburra UWE yesterday, where he pre-
sented me with water filter he donated for my piece about "Special Places" in the last 
(Summer) issue of The Nomad. 
 

Just like to say, thanks Colin.  It is very much appreciated.  And a reminder that 
Colin has also offered to do the same for anyone else who submits a story about their 
Special Place, and has it published in The Nomad - a very generous offer." 
 

form and mail it together with your payment now! 
 

Site bookings must be made direct to Casino Village.  Details are on the registration 
form.  If you would like to be sited with friends make sure you do a group booking 
with Casino Village. 
 

Remember!  Site bookings to Casino Village - Registrations to ACC treasurer Julie 
Baldwin! 
 

In the lead up to and during the Muster we will need volunteers to help with running 
events, assisting with paperwork and the hundred and one other tasks that go to make 
a successful Muster.  If you can spare an hour or two email us at 
events@australiancaravanclub.com.au or phone on 0419 391 037. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Recipes for the Road 
 

CHOP SUEY IN A HURRY 
 

Ingredients: 
3 large eggs    Handful mushrooms 
2 rashers bacon (diced)   Optional 1/2 cup grated cheese 
2 spring onions (diced)   Packet of 2 min. noodles 
Half cup peas and corn (frozen)  Cup of milk 
Salt/pepper 
 

This dish is a classic for leftovers, or for serving as a late breakfast or light lunch.  
Serve in a soup bowl with some crusty bread.  If you don’t have any bacon,  you can 
substitute with cooked chicken, or chopped up ham (whatever).  Nice topped with 
some worcestershire sauce or soy. 
 

Method: 
Roughly beat up eggs and milk in a bowl.   Chop up mushrooms, put on to fry in a 
large frying pan with bacon,  peas and corn.  Cook for a couple of minutes then add 
egg mixture.  In a separate saucepan put on noodles with water as directed, don’t add 
spice sachet.   Allow eggs to cook for a couple of minutes.  Add spice sachet to noo-
dles, roughly chop them and whilst egg mixture is still runny add noodles to the fry-
ing pan. . 
Add chopped spring onions and cheese.  It looks messy now but the flavours are 
great.  Serve straight away.  Serves 2. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

DEIRDRE’S IRISH CREAM 
 

Ingredients: 
1 coffee-mug (around 300ml) of whisky or brandy 
3 eggs 
1 small bottle thickened cream 
1 tin nestles sweetened condensed milk 
2 tablespoons of chocolate ice-cream topping 
1 teaspoon coconut essence 
 

Method: 
Put all ingredients into a vitamiser or large jug to blend, can use a Bamix or other 
electric handmixer.  Should only take about 1 to 2 minutes.  Pour straight into a glass 
bottle with a lid for storing in the fridge.  You can buy inexpensive bottles from the 
reject shop, or use a washed  empty glass with a lid.  Will last in fridge for weeks and 
weeks—no problem.  In our house its gone before it has time to go off.  Simple rec-
ipe, but the best Irish Cream you’ll ever taste.  Better than the bought stuff that is full 
of preservatives.   Don’t be put off by the raw eggs, you won’t taste them at all. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Persevere! (Bernie McGurgan Q00086) 
 

This year's roll call of Vietnam Veterans for ANZAC Day at Wyandra was the larg-
est so far, since its conception in APR 06! Some 27 Veterans and their support staff 
made the self funded 1,000-plus "click" trip in dribs and drabs, to arrive before AN-
ZAC Day at the small western QLD town of Wyandra, population about 60, which 
lies on the Warrego River and on the north south railway line, exactly midway be-
tween Charleville and Cunnamulla! The town has a School, General Store, Hotel (the 
Gladstone), Police Station and a small number of private houses plus museum. There 
are about 5/6 professional roo shooters living locally, who can make on a good night  
$800 for their troubles! 

 

In 2006 there were only 7 Vet-
erans who made the trip and in 
2007 some 17 Veterans at-
tended! The numbers have 
grown extraordinarily in such 
a short time! 
 

The Veterans group consisted 
of  twenty one "Caravans", 
two "motor bikes", one 
"motorhome", one "carry-me 
camper" and two "five-
wheelers"! Superbly organized 
by Rod & Pam Elkington, the 
owners of Standown Park, all 

Veterans arrived by WED  23 APR 08 and participated in various activities, princi-
pally to march on ANZAC Day and take the ANZAC spirit to the twenty, grade one 
to seven school children of Wyandra State School. This year it would appear every-
one wants to make the trip to the little town where we were all made to feel ex-
tremely welcome by the local town community and surrounding station owners. 
 

The Veterans once again brought any Vietnam memorabilia they had and set up a 
mini museum in the Town Hall. This year saw many more items provided by the 
ANZAC Day Commemorative Committee. On THU morning, the day before AN-
ZAC Day, the local school children performed their ANZAC Day ceremony at the 
school, ably coached by Bridgette (who married recently, congratulations Bridgette!) 
and her teaching staff, for the assembled Veterans, their wives and local guests. It 
was well received by all! Prior to lunch at the Hall the children were given short lec-
tures on Vietnam and Military customs/traditions and then proceeded to inspect all 
the memorabilia on display followed by a game of "rounders" after lunch. 
 

As well as the Dawn Service and the ANZAC Day march, Rod Elkington arranged 
for a band to play at the Ball on SAT night, which was organized in conjunction with 
the School P & C. The teachers had taught the children how to dance many ballroom 
dances. Many of the band members are Veterans and performed free of charge with  

Caravan Alley—Wyandra Showground 
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Thanks for the great story Bernie, consider yourself our new, unofficial, roving re-
porter for Wyandra! The editorial team has decided that your story wins the “Special 
Places” competition for this issue—congratulations!  

all proceeds from the Ball going to the School. The locals say this is the best time of 
the year in Wyandra, but it is also a wonderful experience for the Veterans who most 
likely have never seen such well behaved school children in their lives before! They 
are indeed a credit to their parents and teachers from all around Wyandra! 
 

We also had a marvellous breakfast of eggs, bacon and snags on ANZAC Day morn-
ing at the local general store provided by Glen and Kim the owners! Thanks Glen and 
Kim! Additional thanks to the "volunteer" cooks, who appeared to do more talking 
than cooking, but the wait was worthwhile? 
 

This year the Veterans funded an individual "T-Shirt" for each of the school children 
which had printed on the back " My Mates a Vietnam Veteran"! The Veterans had 
similar shirts which said " My Mate's a Wyandra Kid". The presentation of "T-
Shirts" at the school was a highlight of the first mornings activities at the School. 
Rod summarized the feelings of all attending when he said "This special time has 
forged a great mateship between the soldiers and the kids and we hope that people 
from the whole district will come to future year's events and come to join us for ei-
ther the march or the Ball, but preferably both". Well done Rod and Pam! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Coming Events 
June 13th to 16th  ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 
Muster at Queen Mary Falls Caravan Park  (QLD) 
 

June 20th to 22nd ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
Muster at Esk Caravan Park, Esk  (QLD) 
 

June 20th to 23rd  ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster at Iluka, Bimbimbi Riverside Caravan Park, Woombah  (NSW) 
 

June 27th to 29th  ACC Hunter Ramblers 
Muster at East Gresford Showgrounds  (NSW) 
 

July 18th to 21st  ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Muster at Stony Park Holiday Park, Telegraph Point  (NSW) 
 

August 1st to 3rd  ACC Southern Nomads 
Muster at Lake Sambell Caravan Park, Beechworth  (VIC) 
 

August 15th to 17th ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
Muster at Mt. Perry Showgrounds  (QLD) 
 

August 15th to 18th ACC Hunter Ramblers / ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
Combined Muster at Lanis Holiday Island, Forster  (NSW) 
 

September 24th t0 28th  ACC National Muster and AGM. Casino  (NSW) 
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Branch Contacts 
 

ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 
President: Don Lewis  Secretary: Gary Stratton  Phone: 02 6562 7093 
Mail: PO Box 476, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 
Email: mail@garystratton.com 
—————————————————————————————————–- 
ACC Southern Nomads 
President: Bruce Watt Secretary: Ray Barton Phone: 0428 821 979 
Mail: 11 Menzies Close, Lara, VIC 3212 
Email: bartonrk@bigpond.com 
—————————————————————————————————–- 
ACC Sunshine Nomads 
President: Ray Ward Secretary: Rae Reid Phone: 07 5445 6020 
Mail: 21 Lehmann Court, Buderim, QLD 4556 
Email: david.reid4@bigpond.com 
—————————————————————————————————–- 
ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
President: John Balding Secretary: Russ Gerchow Phone: 07 4128 3090 
Mail: 7 Ferntree Close, Kawungan, QLD 4655 
Email: balding1@bigpond.com 
—————————————————————————————————–-- 
ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 
President: TBA  Secretary: Kaye Hawkins Phone: 07 5534 8488 
Mail: TBA 
Email: 88kch@ozemail.com.au 
—————————————————————————————————— 
ACC Hunter Ramblers 
President: Max Plumb Secretary: Nevis Rothery Phone: 02 4982 3580 
Mail: 6 Navy Nook, Tanilba Bay, NSW 2319 
Email:  n_rothery@yahoo.com.au 
—————————————————————————————————— 
ACC Golden Westerners 
President: TBA  Secretary: TBA  Phone: TBA 
Mail: TBA 
Email: TBA 
—————————————————————————————————— 

 
Be A Responsible Dog-Vanner! 
 

! Know the park and local council rules 
! On-lead when out and about 
! Pick up any ‘doggy doo-doos’ (and dispose of them properly) 
! Keep ‘em under control at all times. 



 

 

 



  

 


