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From The Editor 
 

G’Day All, 
 

This issue has been prepared on 
my trusty laptop, as we are on the 
road once again. We are presently 
camped in our daughter’s front 
yard in Bunbury (WA). 
 

Western Australia is such a huge 
place that it will take us years, 
and multiple trips, to cover it 
all—Oh well, someone has to do 
it! 
 

The big news in this issue is the 
ACC’s Farm Stay scheme (FaSt). 
I think this will be a real win-
ner—its ultimate success will be 
dependant upon as many mem-
bers as possible becoming in-
volved—either as hosts or as 
guests—and using the scheme 
responsibly. 
 

As usual we have a good variety 
of articles, but we are always af-
ter more! So put those creative 
talents of yours to use and scrib-
ble a few words that could help 
your fellow members—that’s 
what it’s all about—members 
helping members! The FaSt 
scheme is a prime example! 
 

Cheers, 
Lazo. 

Whistling Kite– Adelaide River, NT 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Spring) issue is August 8th, 
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From the Chair 

Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an Email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

My faithful Scenic went to its last 
muster without me! I’d sold it on 
ebay and the new owner had 
picked it up here in Mornington 
on Good Friday. 
 

He was taking it back to Sydney 
and pulled into a caravan park in 
Benalla to break the journey. 
What he didn’t know was that the 
ACC Southern Nomads were 
holding a muster there and were 
playing bocce when the familiar 
sight of my old van came into 
view. 
 

When the owner went out a num-
ber of my ACC friends gathered at 
the front of the van and the result-
ing picture appeared on Facebook. 
I was away for Easter without 
Internet access so didn’t see it un-
til I got home on the Tuesday but I 
was so pleased to see the pic and 
know the old girl had safely 
reached Benalla on the way to her 
new home that I pinched the photo 
and put it on our forum. 
 

When the van pulled out of my 
driveway it took a host of memo-
ries with it. The thousands of kilo-
metres we had travelled through-
out this wonderful country, the 
great people Vi and I had met over 
the years, the musters and fellow-
ship of ACC members when we 
visited branch musters and the 
splendid wild spots we had 
camped in.  
 

After Vi died just over three years 
ago, the poor Scenic found itself 

in off the beaten track places Vi 
would not have appreciated like 
the Oodnaddatta Track and the 
unsealed road across the Divide 
from Barrington where I swear 
someone had dug a well and dis-
guised it as a pothole! 
 

Those memories will live forever 
but I’ll be adding more, as I 
haven’t forsaken the RV lifestyle 
– just changed the way I’ll travel. 
 

By the time you read this I’ll 
have been to the Gippsland Gyp-
sies June muster in Bendigo and 
then headed off towards the sun-
set. I’m going the long way 
around to get to the National 
Muster visiting my son and 
daughter-in-law in Adelaide be-
fore crossing the Nullarbor to 
Perth. Then north to Geraldton to 
catch up with my daughter and 
partner for a few weeks before 
continuing up to Broome, across 
the top to Queensland and finally 
down to Bingara before returning 
home in time for my eightieth 
birthday. 

 

Membership Drive 
Have you signed up any new 
members yet? Don’t forget to put 
your details on any membership 
forms you give out so we can see 
where the new members are 
coming from. We have reached a 
comfortable number of members 
– but comfortable is not good 
enough. We need lots more 
members to realize our potential  

and become a voice to be reck-
oned with.  
 

Recent lobbying has seen us tak-
ing up the cudgels to try to get 
NSW caravan registration fees 
reduced, as they are way out of 
line with other States. 
We are also concerned about the 
difficulty in finding the right 
pump in poorly signed service 
stations – this can be a major 
problem if traveling with a big 
rig. We have written to the major 
oil companies about this problem. 
 

AGM 
Is there anything you would like 
to see changed about your club? 
Anything you feel strongly 
about? You have the opportunity 
to bring a motion before the An-
nual General Meeting. It won’t 
happen unless YOU make it hap-
pen!  
Regards, 
Lionel 

The Benalla crew, seeing off the 
Scenic! 
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This issue we move to North 
Queensland, to visit three very 
different gorges, and yes, depend-
ing on the weather, you can take 
your caravan to these gorges, 
though you will need to be pre-
pared to travel on gravel roads.  It 
is eleven years since we visited 
this area, but I have obtained some 
up to date information from the 
internet. 
 

Porcupine Gorge is about 60km 
north of Hughenden along the un-
sealed Kennedy Development 
road, but the campground is a fur-
ther 11km up the road.  In dry 
weather this road is accessible 
with care to all vehicle types.  Af-
ter rain it is another matter, as we 
found out. 
 

What is special about Porcupine 
Gorge?  According to the website, 
“Towering cliffs of coloured sand-
stone, pockets of vine forest and 
deep permanent waterholes along 
Porcupine Creek contrast strik-
ingly with the savannah plains 
surrounding Porcupine Gorge.” 

If you are travelling this way 
around mid-August, look out for 
the Flinders Poppies which grow 
in the basalt country about half 
an hour north of Hughenden.  
Unfortunately they were past 
their best when we went through.  
There are a few points of interest 
along the development road.  Ea-
gle Hawk Gorge lookout at the 
bottom end of the national park 
is about 60km north of 
Hughenden.  The sides of the 
gorge at this point are a great 
tumble of basalt rocks. 
 

Our next “point of interest” was 
bottle tree ridge, where we 
walked to the top for the view.  
The final point we stopped at 
was the whistling bore.  A 
capped bore by the road had a 
couple of small round holes at 
the top, and air whistles out 
through the holes.  One possible 
explanation given was a cave-in 
somewhere along the bore, al-
lowing air to enter. 
 

Camping is available at the Pyra-
mid campground.  To ensure a 

site during holiday periods you 
will need to book one of the nine 
e-permit campsites several weeks 
in advance.  Fees are payable.  
Campers should bring their own 
drinking water, as the water sup-
ply is unreliable. 
 

It took us 35 minutes to walk 
down into the Gorge, including 
time spent chatting to a young 
English couple doing an extended 
tour of Australia.  The walk back 
up, which we had thought was 
going to be hard going, actually 
only took us half an hour, and 
was no trouble at all.  The 2.4km 
return walk to the base of the 
pyramid is graded as “Moderate”. 
Waterholes line the bottom of the 
gorge, and judging by the forma-
tions in the sandstone, when wa-
ter goes through the gorge, it goes 
though with great force. 
 

The wattle was finishing its 
blooming, and we found figs 
clinging to the rocks, pretty euca-
lypts and some red weeping cal-
listemons near the Pyramid.  The 
walk down the gorge to the Pyra-

Off The Beaten Track              Words & Pictures by Ron & Jan Barham 

A Tale of Three Gorges 
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mid was mostly on great slabs of 
sandstone, a huge expanse of 
which forms a foreground to the 
Pyramid.  We had morning tea 
near its base, sitting on rocks in 
the shade of some casuarinas, 
eucalypts and callistemons, back-
ground music being provided by 
the birds.  The trees were very 
green in spite of the area being dry 
and the water level in the water 
holes being low. 
 

Around sunset the lookout gives 
views of the changing light on the 
pyramid.  However, a cold gale 
chased us back to camp, without 
waiting to see the change of light. 
It rained overnight, and again 
while we were packing up next 
morning and by the time we de-
parted we were slipping and slith-
ering in the mud on our way out to 
the road, while our camper trailer 
seemed to have its own idea of 
where it should travel.  Some 
weeks later we learned that the 
road had been closed after we left 
and was still closed.  We noticed a 
sign further along the road that 
instructed us to “Drive according 
to prevailing conditions”.  As Ron 
said, conditions were certainly 
prevailing. 
 

Between Porcupine Gorge and 
Cobbold Gorge, we passed 
through the tiny township of 
Einasleigh.  
  
“Found by Richard Daintree in 
1866, the Einasleigh copper de-
posit was one of the earliest min-
eral discoveries in north Queen-
sland.  It was initially too remote 
to develop and was abandoned 
and virtually forgotten after Dain-
tree's death.  The Chillagoe Com-
pany rediscovered the Einasleigh 
shaft when exploring the area and 
began developing it in 1900 
through its subsidiary, the 
Einasleigh Copper Mines Com-
pany.  A small blast furnace was 
erected for smelting in 1902, but 
until the opening of the Etheridge 
Railway in 1910 operations 
proved uneconomical because of  

high transport costs.  The mine 
closed when the Chillagoe Smelt-
ers were shut down in 1914. 
“Acquired by the Queensland 
Government in 1919 as part of 
the assets of the Chillagoe Com-
pany, it returned to full produc-
tion the following year, supply-
ing the reopened Chillagoe 
Smelters.  As the Einasleigh 
State Mine, it finally closed in 
1922 as a result of depleted ore 
reserves and a post-war drop in 
the world copper price.” 
 

Einasleigh was originally known 
as “Copperfield” and it is here 
we find the Copperfield Gorge, 
where the Copperfield River has 

dissected a lava flow.  There are 
fascinating rock formations and 
the whole area is quite spectacu-
lar.  A very narrow, deep water 
hole looked as though it would be 
good for swimming, with a nice 
sandy beach at the eastern end.  
We had also expected to see the 
“Leaning Town Hal l  of 
Einasleigh”, but apparently it had 
leaned just a little too far, and 
was now collapsed in a heap on 
the ground! 
 

“Cobbold Gorge is situated on 
Robin Hood cattle station 400 
kms west of Cairns and Towns-
ville, and 45 kms south of For-
sayth on a well maintained gravel 

Fairly open at the bottom end of Cobbold Gorge. 
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 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located some-
where in this magazine. If it’s yours, 
you have until August 31st, 2011 to con-
tact the Secretary and claim your prize 
of a $20 gift voucher from Bunnings. 
Good hunting! We’re a bit sneaky when 
we insert the number, so look veeeery 
carefully! 
 

Congratulations to Barry Holding 
(V00150). He correctly identified his-
membership number in the last edi-
tion, and a Bunnings Voucher is wing-
ing its way to them right now! 
 

ooOOoo 

road, suitable to conventional ve-
hicles.  The nearest fuel and gas 
stop is Forsayth. 
 

“Cobbold Gorge is unique, hidden 
away within the rugged sandstone 
formations of North Queensland.  
This gorge is extremely narrow, 
closing to a mere two metres wide 
in places, with spectacular 30 me-
tre cliffs on either side.  The over-
all length of the gorge is about six 
kilometres and consists of a series 
of water-holes and rock falls, 
however only the last 500 metres 
is accessible by flat bottom boat.  
 

“All Tours, Accommodation and 
Camping only operate from April 
1 to October 31 each year.” 
 

We found the campground at Cob-
bold Gorge to be very pleasant, 
plenty of rock fireplaces, set up 
with rustic seats on two sides.  
Some of them had a round, ele-
vated BBQ at one side.  The 
amenities block was up the hill 
from the campground. 
 

Our half day tour after lunch first 
took us to a lookout over the 
Robertson River, from where we 
could see the escarpment which 
overlooks the gorge.  We crossed 
the dry sandy river bed to visit the 
grave of a settler speared by the 
blacks 125 years ago, and then 
continued on to the bottom of the 
gorge, from where we walked up 
the escarpment.  On the way we 
passed through a “cave” in which 
an old “bed” was still more or less 
intact.  Perched on a couple of not 
very thick tree trunks, or branches, 
suspended high between some 
large rocks, it is to be hoped the 
inhabitant was not a restless 
sleeper.  While it is not known 
how long the bed has been there, 
it was first recorded over 100 
years ago. 
 

Finally reaching the top of the es-
carpment, we could look down 
into one of the wider parts of the 
gorge, where seven freshwater 
crocodiles were sunning them-
selves.  The rough surface of the 
sandstone reminded us a bit of the  

basalt surface at Copperfield 
Gorge. 
 

We returned to the bottom of the 
gorge, and while afternoon tea 
was being prepared four of the 
more intrepid members of the 
group (another couple and our-
selves) elected to go for a swim, 
having been assured that the 
freshies would not trouble us. 
 

 

The billy was soon boiling, and 
after a cuppa we made our way 
to the boat.  This was powered 
by a small electric motor, which 
was almost silent, and did not 
disturb the quietness of the place 
at all. 
 

How do I describe Cobbold 
Gorge?  It was narrow, it was 
stark, it was unreal.  Some of the 
rocks had a glaze, almost like 
pottery.  The gorge twisted this 
way and that, at times so narrow 
that it seemed the boat would 
never fit between the bulging 
rock walls, sections of which jut-
ted out into the water, almost as 
though the two sides had been 
roughly torn apart.  We won-
dered how they would ever turn 
the boat around. 
 

At one end one side opened out 
and trees grew by the water’s 
edge.  Our way was blocked by a 
fallen piece of sandstone, but in 
any case, this was as far as the 

water went.  On the way out we 
had seen the ramparts of rock 
were almost black.  On the way 
back we discovered the other 
sides of these “ramparts” were 
quite light in colour.  The gorge 
opened up again, we were back 
where we had started.  The water 
shallowed, the floor of the gorge 
had sand and pebbles, and grace-

ful trees appeared.  What a won-
derful place it would be to camp. 
 

A couple of nights each are suffi-
cient for both Porcupine and Cob-
bold Gorges, while Copperfield 
Gorge can be seen on the way 
through.  These gorges are not a 
very great distance from Undara, 
and could be included in a trip to 
that area, which is what we did. 
 

ooOOoo 

Water and rock formations—Porcupine Gorge 
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At the beginning of March 22 
members of the Sunshine Nomads 
took off on a 3 week Tagalong trip 
to the South Island of New Zea-
land.  The trip has been in plan-
ning for over a year and all was 
set to go. Then the Christchurch 
Earthquake happened less than 2 
weeks before departure date. Our 
accommodation was cancelled, 
Airlines suggesting we don’t go, 
possibility of more quakes. What 
do we do? Luckily our leader was 
already in New Zealand and ar-
ranged for our Campervan hire 
company to provide us with vans 
a day or two earlier-at no cost. So 
we arrived, changed our itinerary 
and headed for Geraldine on day 
one. 
 

Our itinerary lead us to Mt Cook, 
Queenstown, Invercargill, Milford 
Sound, Wanaka, the West Coast, 
Nelson, Marlborough and then 
Hanmer Springs and finally to 
Akaroa for two nights before 
heading home 3 weeks later. It is 
easy to list the places that we vis-
ited but quite another to explain 
the awesome beauty and magnifi-
cence of the landscapes. We trav-
elled between 200 and 300km on 
our travelling days and it seemed 
that around every corner we were 
presented with another change of 
scenery. Our overwhelming im-
pression was one of constantly 
changing landscapes of great 
beauty. 
 

Driving our vans was no real 
problem – after all we are used to 

towing large caravans around 
Australia. But this trip brought 
into play muscles that we had 
only used occasionally – The 
roads in the main were in great 
shape – but the corners were eve-
rywhere. At the end of each day 
we compared what we had en-
countered that day – this was not 
helped by our leaders comments 
of “only a few corners today” – 
that was always an understate-
ment. We became used to 
200kms taking 3- 4 more hours 

to travel than normal Australian 
roads –not helped by the morn-
ing tea’s , lunches and the many 
stops for photos. 
 

As a group it was “morning 
briefing at 8.45” when we told 
distances, probable journey 
times, things to see, and how 
many meals we need to provide 
for – and then away we went. No 
convoy for this group but 13 in-

dividual vans doing their own 
thing. Each night at happy hour 
we talked about our discoveries 
of the day. Happy hour was at its 
normal time of 5pm but with day-
light saving and being so far 
south we had to contend with 
very long happy hours -not really 
a problem – but dinner was late 
on some occasions – in fact on 
most occasions and the supermar-
kets became a regular stop for 
topping up our liquid supplies.. 
 

Our overnight stays were in many 

strange and varied locations – 
from Glentanner Park at Mt Cook 
– (see photo),  to Colac Bay Pub 
in the far south just as a southerly 
hit with its wind and rain – but 
better than the free camp in a 
farmer’s field which was the plan. 
Cascade Creek in the Hollyford 
valley on our way back from Mil-
ford was a highlight – surrounded 
on all sides by mountains and a  

Sunshine Nomads Tag-a-long of N.Z’s South Island 

Words & Pictures—John Sommer-

Morning Briefing—where to go, what to see, and Happy Hour at 5pm. 
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night that was really cold –within 
2 minutes of arriving the tables 
and chairs were out and then a late 
“happy hour” began – accompa-
nied by all the beanies, scarfs and 
cold weather gear that everybody 
had brought with them – what a 
sight they made.  
 

Okarito Beach – miles from any-
where on the west coast brought 
out the fire bugs in some of the 

men and we had 
a tremendous 
fire – trying to 
keep the cold 
away in a small 
community run 
camping ground. 
In most cases 
we were in 
small camping 
grounds, mostly 
with power and 
usually we were 
almost the sole 

occupants –ideal 
for our group.. 
 

Cooking was taken care of as per 
normal, we did have a couple of 
visits to local Pubs, and a few 
BYO BBQ’s and a shared “Pot 
Luck Dinner”  We were divided 
into 4 sub groups and each 
cooked for the whole group – 
They were provided with the 
“makings” and it was almost 
Masterchef in that each tried to 
outdo the previous cooks. We 

had 4 great meals – some were 3 
course, some were on time, some 
were late, but all were well re-
ceived and made up another as-
pect of this great trip. Our final 
dinner at the Grand Hotel, Akaroa 
on our last night was also a high-
light –NZ Scallops, Oysters and 
local Akaroa fish  and a great set-
ting made for an occasion  -on 
this night it was back to the camp 
where we were subjected to an-
other massive southerly wind 
change with wind and rain caus-
ing much rocking of our vans –
actually quite scary at times.. 

The climate was really kind to us. 
mostly we had very warm, fine 
days. – It is most unusual to visit 
the South Island at any time and 
have 2 clear days at Mt Cook,  
and Queenstown and having had 
a very rainy night in Southland 
and intermittent rain all the way 
into Milford – to actually arrive 
in brilliant sunshine was  really 
amazing – and it continued all the 

Rae and Ineke on the Hooker Valley walk. 



way up the West Coast – Glaciers, 
Punakaiki Rocks and then finally 
all the way down the East Coast 
back to Christchurch. Some of the 
group took the opportunity of the 
great weather to fly around Mt 
Cook in Helicopters, Boat trips at 
Milford, Southern Lakes and in 
Nelson. They walked a number of 
tracks at Mt Cook and to the snout 
of the Franz Joseph Glacier, vis-
ited wineries and patchwork shops 
as well as just general sightseeing. 
But we did learn about the 
“southerly change” – after all it’s 
a long way from Antarctica and 
this is the first landfall - the wind 
is strong, the temperature drops 

rapidly and the rain is horizon-
tal!!! – You should experience it 
while standing outside at the top 
of Bluff Hill!!!! –Talk to our tour 
group!! 
 

Obviously the daily summing up 
brought some amazing stories – 
“following the GPS and ending up 

miles from anywhere, having to 
open farmers gates etc” ,  Losing 
a mirror off the side of the van 
“It just fell off”, 
losing a back 
window –“It just 
fell out”, “I did-
n’t see the car 
behind as I 
backed out”, and 
perhaps the best 
of all – “I 
thought I had 
enough diesel to 
make it to the 
next service sta-
tion” –He didn’t 
make it!!!. It seemed every night 

the stories got 
better and 
better. Cer-
tainly some 
couples saw 
more of the 
South Island 
than others – 
“I “just 
missed the 
turn off and 
did another 
50km’s be-

fore I realised 
I was on the wrong road”  - and 
so on.  
 

Overall then we had a great trip. 
It certainly helped that all but our 
two NZ couples were ACC 
members and that we had all 
been involved in Musters previ-
ously. Perhaps the major factor 

faulting. and why the glaciers end 
up so close to sea level – plus of 
course why grape vines grow in 
dry stony areas.(We had to carry 
out many tastings to understand 
differences in different areas –it 
was tough work) We are now 
awaiting our examination papers 
before we are finally signed off. 
 

We had the occasional problem 
with our Motor Homes but over-
all they ran well, the beds were 
“hard” foam and some of the 
males were forced into the first 
class accommodation above the 
driving area –a problem area if 
one had a little too much beer/
wine before retiring – some of the 
solutions were “interesting” – but 
the wives slept well. 
 

So there you are -  “when is the 
Tagalong for the North Island 
being held” was the final query -  
not for quite a while…… 

ooOOoo 

Aoraki Mt. Cook—Cloud Piercer. 

Can’t have a story about New Zealand without a few sheep! 

Queenstown—the lake, the mountains and the “Earnshaw” 
Picture Perfect! 

New Segment 
“Have You Been To?” 

At the suggestion of Jan & Ron 
Barham, in our next issue we will 
have a new segment entitled 
“Have you been to?” 
 

The idea is for members to let us 
know about a place they have vis-
ited, which was just outstanding.  
 

Just a paragraph or two, throw in 
a photo if you can, and we will do 
the rest—you do want to share 
with your fellow ACCers—don’t 
you? 

ooOOoo 
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The Meandering Archers 
 

Diane and Bruce Archer are two of our NSW—based members that are living the 
dream and touring Australia by caravan—at a leisurely pace. They produce a regu-
lar newsletter of their travels and have been kind enough to include The Nomad on 
their distribution list.  

Country music is alive and well if 
the attendance at the Boyup Brook 
Country Music Festival in West-
ern Australia in February this year 
is any indication.  This small 
country town, and small it is, is 
located in the Blackwood Valley 
approximately 180kms south east 
of Perth and it definitely knows 
how to organise such an event. 
 

Our attendance at this festival was 
part of our trip around Australia in 
our caravan and four wheel drive, 
which I might add commenced in 
March 2010 and continues today.  
The ‘grapevine’ was well and 
truly in operation for quite a num-
ber of people had informed us 
during our travels of the fact that 
this was one of those events we 
‘shouldn’t miss’ so we set our 
sights on Boyup Brook where we 
arrived on the Saturday prior to 
 t h e  f e s t i v a l . 
 

Covering the period from Thurs-
day to Sunday inclusive, each day 
was jam packed with entertain-
ment of one type or another and 
our choice of accommodation was 
at the Flaxmill Caravan Park 
(which is adjacent to the Boyup 
Brook Music Park - the main 
venue for this event).  We didn’t 
actually stay ‘in’ the caravan park 
for it was fully booked but we 
stayed across the road in a very 
large, flat paddock which over the 
years has been utilised as an 
 ‘ o v e r f l o w  a r e a ’ .  
 
Arriving at the park we were met 
by a bearded, long haired guy in a 
Jacky Howe singlet whose home 

was the converted Denning bus 
parked adjacent to the road.  Bob 
had been the fest ival’s 
‘volunteer’ Site Allocation Offi-
cer for over nine years and it was 
his responsibility to look after 
the overflow area.  From the mo-
ment we arrived you couldn’t 
help but be amazed by the out-
standing organisation.  Roads 
were marked out with portable 
showers and toilets in place 
which I might add were more 
than adequate for the number in 
attendance.   We were only the 
second van to arrive so we defi-
nitely had the ‘pick’ when it 
came to choosing where we 
would park.  By the time the fes-
tival commenced there were over 
250 caravans joining us in this 
 p a d d o c k ! 
 

This was not the only location 
available, for vans and campers 
could be seen set up on the local 
football, hockey and soccer ovals 
and also in the area adjacent to 
the tennis club and swimming 
pool.  Caravans and tents were 
seen on vacant blocks, in drive-
ways of houses, in the industrial 
area and along tracks around the 
town.  It was just about impossi-
ble to count the numbers.  
 

The festival started with an up-
roarious morning of fun and 
laughter.   What better way to 
start than by attending the Bush 
Poets and Yarn Spinners Break-
fast on the Thursday morning.  
Rocking up to the Boyup Brook 
Tennis Club at 7.30am we 
thought we would be one of the 
first to arrive.  Nuh!  Wrong!  
Already firmly ensconced in the 
first six or seven rows were those 
individuals who were far more 
committed to the ‘early riser syn-
drome’ than we were or maybe 

they were just a collection of in-
somniacs who had a head start on 
the day compared to the rest of us 
late risers. 
 

Either way, we plonked our seats 
down in the first available spot 
and made a beeline for the queue 
which wound its way from the 
counter of the First Serve Inn (the 
canteen at the Tennis Club) 
where breakfast was on offering 
for those hungry late risers who 
missed breakfast in the comfort 
of their own vans.  Mind you by 
the time we reached the head of 
the line, placed our order and 
headed back to our seats firmly 
clutching a Great Brekkie Bun 
(bacon, egg, tomato, cheese and 
mushrooms) in one hand and a 
cuppa in the other, we were so 
hungry that we would have been 
prepared to eat the PA system 
without hesitation. 
 

 

What a wonderful two hours was 
spent listening to some unbeliev-
able Australian Bush Poets and 
Yarns.  We learned of Granny’s 
Bric-A-Brac Shop, Aunty’s Shep-
herds Pie, The Emu and the 
Snake, and much more.  Through 
it all, the overriding factor was to 
impart unique aspects of Austra-
liana in a manner both entertain-
ing and humorous.  Never before 
have we laughed so much in such 
a relatively short period of time.  
It was a wonderful commence-
ment to the festival. 
 

Boyup Brook  
Country Music  
Festival 2011 
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Harvey Dickson’s Country Music 
Centre located 5kms out of Boyup 
Brook was the location for the 
‘Hot Country Morning’ which 
was held on Friday morning.  
Stepping foot within this centre 
the first thing that catches your 
eye is the paraphernalia hanging 
from the roof.  There is not one 
vacant inch over the entire ceiling 
for hanging from such can be 
found things ranging from a full 
sized buggy to old work boots, 
from enamel basins to old hand 
augers, from kerosene tins to ad-
vertising signs, from rabbit traps 
to lanterns, from old saddles to old 
kettles and hundreds and hundreds 
of other items. In addition the con-
cert itself was terrific and once 
again the talent was outstanding as 
too was the bush poetry. 
Back in the main street of Boyup 

Brook we found a wide variety of 
buskers whose talents varied 
greatly but who also provided an-
other aspect of country music 
which was enjoyed by all passers-
by.  The Town Park was the venue 
for further entertainment and bush 
poetry with hundreds of people 
seated in the shade of the beautiful 
trees or on the lush grass.   
 

A big highlight of Friday’s enter-
tainment was the WA Country 
Music Awards Gala Night which 
commenced at 5pm at the Music 
Park.  We were privileged to be 
entertained by the finalists in the 
various categories of these awards 

and to be there during the pres-
entation of the winners tro- 
phies. 
 

Everyone just wanted to party.  
There was even a dance floor 
provided at the front of the stage 
and many took advantage of such 
to trip the light fantastic while 
listening to some outstanding 
entertainers. 
 

The main street and downtown 
Boyup Brook were the places to 
be on Saturday morning for it 
was one great big Street Carnival 
with markets, stalls, displays, 
buskers, bush poets and much 
more.  One of the highlights was 
the ‘Bell Ringers’ whose skill in 
providing musical renditions of 
both popular and classical pieces 
was outstanding and at 11am it 
was time for the Ute and Truck 
Parade where we saw some 

amazing vehicles. 
 
Another special 
busker was the guy 
playing country, 
pop, rock and even 
heavy metal music 
on a bagpipe.  Un-
believable!  And to 
add to the unique-
ness of this enter-
tainer was his 
‘attire and hair-

style’.  Being 
dressed in a kilt was 

nothing out of the norm for a 
bagpipe player but such kilt was 
made out of black leather, cov-
ered with silver studs.  His jacket 
was once again in black studded 
leather and on his feet he wore 
large black leather boots.  The 
highlight of his outfit was his 
hairstyle for such was a Mohawk 
but not just a mohawk, his was 
bright fluorescent yellow in col-
our which he teamed with stud-
ded ears.  To say he was quite 
‘noticeable’ was more than an 
understatement but at the end of 
the day it was his music and abil-
ity to play the bagpipe which ab-
solutely amazed everyone who 

stood mesmerised by this amaz-
ing entertainer.  His rendition of 
Amazing Grace gave us goose 
bumps.  He was fantastic. 
 

Saturday was also time for the 
judging of the WA Bush Poetry 
Championships held at one of the 
local schools.  Once again the 
talent of the bush poets was great 
and those in attendance all agreed 
that the function provided another 
great memory of our time at 
B o y u p  B r o o k . 
 

Saturday afternoon and night was 
the time for the major event at the 
Music Park for the entertainment 
started at midday and continued 
non-stop until midnight.  The 
grassed area surrounding the 
stage slopes gradually up and 
away from the stage which meant 
that all in attendance had a great 
view of what was occurring on 
stage.  From bands to solo per-
formers, the entertainment just 
kept coming. 
 

Highlights for us included Connie 
Kis Anderson who quickly ad-
vised those in attendance that she 
was ‘no spring chicken...... more 
of a sprung chook’ and she went 
on to sing some amazing songs.  
Also on stage at various times  
 

Cont /... 

Harvey Dickson’s Country Music Centre 

Our Bagpipe Busker 
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were Graham Rodger, Outback, 
Girls with Guitars, Amber Joy and 
Fitzroy Xpress to name just a few.   

One of the most outstanding mo-
ments of the whole night was 
when Lorin Nicholson, a guy who 
is blind, came on stage and played 
his guitar for us.  From country to 
classical, he could play it all.  He 
made the guitar ‘talk to the audi-
ence’ and when he was joined on 
stage by fellow musician Ian 
Simpson we were to be part of a 
musical moment which will live in 
our memories for many years to 
come.  These two unbelievably 
talented guys played the iconic 
musical piece ‘Dueling Bangoes’ 
albeit with one bango and one gui-
tar and at the end of it they re-
ceived a standing ovation for it 
was just out of this world espe-
cially when you remember that 
Lorin was blind. We will forever 
remember this unbelievable 
moment. 
 

 

The main attractions for the festi-
val were award winning Austra-
lian Country Music entertainers 
Troy Cassar-Daley and Felicity 
Urquhart whose musical talents 
were just fantastic.  Entertainers 
through and through.  They made 
the stage come alive and to all in 
attendance it was as if we were 
part of one great big party.    
 

Sunday, the final day of the festi-
val, was another ‘full day’ with 
such commencing with another 
Bush Poets Breakfast hosted by 
Felicity Urquhart after which the 

entertainment continued at Music 
Park.  The line-up of entertainers 
continued to provide outstanding 
music and songs and once again 
the park was full to capacity. 
 

The finale for the festival came 
at 3pm with Troy Cassar-Daley 
and Felicity Urquhart participat-
ing in a ‘Jam Session’ with many 
of the other entertainers who had 
been on stage during the last four 
days.  Even so, none of the audi-
ence wanted it to end.  We were 
all up dancing, line dancing and 
singing.   It was a great way to 
end an absolutely amazing time 
in the beautiful township of 

Boyup Brook 
 

Our impressions 
overall of the 
festival is one of 
outstanding or-
ganisation, ex-
ceptional enter-
tainment and fa-
cilities which far 
exceeded the ex-
pectations of 
those who at-
tended the festi-
val.  This small 

town located in the Blackwood 
Valley of south west Western 
Australia definitely knows how 
to party for such was the over-
whelming feeling of those in at-
tendance.  This was one great big 
party where everyone joined in 
to make the most of a fantastic 
location where even the weather 
w a s  j u s t  p e r f e c t . 
 

Well done to all from Boyup 
Brook who were involved in the 
organisation of such an amazing 
festival.  
 

ooOOoo 

A little bit more on the Tools arti-
cle which was in the last is-
sue……. 
 

Liked the article on the tool box. 
a couple of comments. Some ad-
vice given to me and fortunately 
never needed was to carry a hack-
saw and a tomahawk in case a 
tyre came adrift an tangled un-
derneeath - I carried them.   
 

Also I had quite large nuts on the 
hubs and since I carried spare 
bearings I also carried a spanner 
large enough to fit them. I picked 
a pipe wrench type as it was less 
bulky for its opening then a 
shifter, which I had up to 12 inch 
- not big enough.  
 

By the way I have sold my van 
and am no  longer a caravanner - 
regretfully, All the best, 
Regards Bruce Purkiss 
 

ooOOoo 

More on Carrying 
Tools 

(Bruce Purkiss) 

Current Lobbying 
Exercise 

(Tom Smith—ACC Director)) 

Your Board has commenced a 
lobbying exercise aimed at ad-
dressing the disparate annual reg-
istration fees applied to caravans, 
by the various states. 
 

New South Wales is the worst of 
the states charging $416pa for a 
van with GVM over 1505kg. 
With the exception of Qld, the 
other states are under $100pa 
(Qld is approx $160pa). 
 

Just to let members know that I 
have sent a letter to the new NSW 
Roads Minister Also with the 
help of David Ongley we have 
sent out to ACC Branch Secretar-
ies in NSW a draft letter for 
members to use in sending letters 
to the Minister. So if anyone 
wants a copy please let me know 
by sending a PM on the club sys-
tem. 

ooOOoo 
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What is it?? 
 

“FaSt” is the Australian Caravan 
Club’s “Farm Stay” scheme. It is 
an initiative which arose from 
some club members expressing an 
interest in making available—to 
fellow club members—space on 
their properties for short-term 
stays. 
 

Essentially it is a service provided 
by members (“Hosts”), for mem-
bers (“Guests”) 
 

You will appreciate that there are 
a plethora of rules and regulations, 
Australia-wide, which apply to 
camping on private property. To 
assist users of the FaSt scheme, a 
set of guidelines has been de-
vised . You are asked to comply 
with these guidelines at all times 
while participating in the FaSt 
scheme. 
 

FaSt Guidelines 
 

The FaSt Site: 
ο Shall be on private property 
(i.e. farmland) owned or managed 
by the Host. 
 

ο Shall offer safe facilities for 
entry and egress. 
 

ο Shall not offer the facility for 
the permanent parking or storage 
of guest’s accommodation units 
(i.e. caravan, camper trailer, etc) 
 

ο Shall be of sufficient size to 
accommodate no more than 5 ac-
commodation units at any one 
time. 
 

The FaSt Host: 
ο Shall be a member of the Aus-
tralian Caravan Club Ltd. 
 

ο Shall provide the service on a 
non-commercial (i.e. no-charge) 
basis. 
 

ο Shall be responsible for ensur-
ing that there will be no, or mini-
mal, impact on the immediate en-
vironment. 

ο Shall be responsible for en-
suring no impact to local flora & 
fauna. 
 

ο Shall ensure that guests com-
ply with local rules & regulations 
in regard to camping on private 
property and which may be in 
force at the current time. 
 

ο Shall ensure that no guest 
stay exceeds 72 hours. 
 

The FaSt Guest: 
ο Shall be a member of the 
Australian Caravan Club Ltd. 
 

ο Shall ensure that their ac-
commodation unit is self con-
tained, requiring no additional 
facilities for cooking, personal 
hygiene, toileting or laundry. 
 

ο Shall ensure that their ac-
commodation unit is compliant 
with ACCESS (the Australian 
Caravan Club’s Environmentally 
Safe Scheme – refer to page 18) 
in that it has the facility for the 
safe storage and transport of 
“Black” water, “Grey” water  if 
specified by the host, Food 
waste, and general rubbish – 
these shall be transported to, and 
disposed of at, the nearest avail-
able public facility. 
 

ο Shall comply with all rules 
and regulations applicable to 
camping on private property 
which may be in force at the time 
of their stay. 
 

ο Shall be travelling or visiting, 
and not use the site for other than 
rest and recreation as part of 
their journey. 
 

ο Shall do nothing that will im-
pact negatively on the local envi-
ronment, flora & fauna, or the 
Host’s property. 
 

ο Shall do nothing that is likely 
to lessen the enjoyment of the 
amenity by their fellow guests or 
Host. 

ο Shall express their apprecia-
tion of the provision of the FaSt 
site by patronage of local busi-
nesses and support of the local 
community by whatever means is 
appropriate. 
 

ο Shall ensure that the period of 
their stay does not exceed 72 
hours. 
 

ο Shall at all times comply with 
the requirements of their Host 
particularly with regard to stock 
and other elements of the Host’s 
property. 
 

ο Agrees that their entry to, and 
use of, the FaSt site is undertaken 
entirely at their own risk. 
 

—- End of Guideline —- 
 

It is important to note that the 
guidelines are in their infancy and 
will, over time, develop into a 
firm set of rules. 
 

Members wishing to participate 
in the FaSt scheme—either as 
Host or Guests will need to regis-
ter their interest with the FaSt co-
ordinator—Tom Smith—by 
email. 
 

Tom’s email address is: 
thistlebank@bigpond.com 

 

For those that may be unaware of 
(or have perhaps forgotten!) the 
requirements for ACCESS com-
pliance, they are reproduced on 
the next page. 
 
 

The development of the FaSt 
scheme has involved a lot of 
work by a number of people, so 
to Tom Smith, Derek Hale, Den-
nis Carstairs and others, we say a 
big “Thank You Guys”. 
 

For the Hosts, a simple “thank 
you” doesn’t adequately express 
the club’s appreciation for what is 
being provided. It is thus doubly 
important that as guests we do all 
that is possible to ensure the con-
tinuance, and expansion, of FaSt 
by not only complying to the 
guidelines, but also by expressing 
our personal thanks to our hosts 
with each visit. 
 

 ooOOoo 

Special Announcement! 
ACC’s FaSt Scheme is Open 

For Business!! 
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The Australian Caravan Club Ltd requires that, as a participant in the scheme (ACCESS), I agree to abide by 
the following Code of Conduct: 
 

1. To leave any area that I use as clean, or cleaner than when I arrived. 
 

2. To obey all posted requirements of the relevant authority in respect of occupancy of the selected 
parking area or campsite, including any requirement to obtain permission and pay any fees. 

 

3. In parking my vehicle and caravan or trailer, to consider the requirements of other travellers in, or 
intending to use the area. 

 

4. To contain and ultimately correctly dispose of all rubbish and not to permit illegal or inconsiderate 
drainage of any substance, including black or grey water. 

 

5. To stay in any Rest Area, authorised campsite, or other camping area, for a maximum of the author-
ised period, or the period that my caravan or camper trailer can be self-contained, if this is a require-
ment (whichever is the lesser).  If required my containment capability can be re-established by correct 
disposal of any or all forms of contained waste. 

 

6. Not to establish a “camp” outside my caravan or trailer, unless beyond the view of other travellers or 
local residents, except in an approved camp site. 

 

7. Where possible, to shop locally and support the local community. 
 

8. In all respects to be considerate of local community facilities and in so doing, to preserve the continu-
ing privilege of future travellers to use these facilities. 

 

9. I agree to display the ACCESS sticker on my caravan or camper trailer in a position advised by the 
board, and to hold a completed copy of the ACCESS Code of Conduct ready for inspection, should it 
be requested. 

 
 I appreciate that any failure by me to implement this Code of Conduct will poorly reflect on the ACC and 
possibly result in limitation of the rights of caravanners to utilise independent camping facilities. 
 
I accept that this code of conduct is binding on me and not on any person to whom I may sell my caravan or 
camper trailer.  I undertake to remove the ACCESS sticker from my caravan or camper trailer, in the event 
that I dispose of it. 

ACCESS 
 

(Australian Caravan Club Environmentally Safe Scheme) 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

It is doubtful if there is a person 
on this earth who at one time or 
another hasn’t said – “if only I’d 
known!”.  As most of us realise, 
hindsight is a wonderful thing. 
Take the case of Roz and Ron (not 
their real names). 
 

Six years ago while in their early 
50’s they decided to sell their 
house and purchase a caravan with 
the aim of working and travelling 
around Australia for an indefinite 
period. Like many like-minded 
people they started looking at 

various caravans and decided 
that a 19ft centre-door ensuite 
model would be ideal. Roz and 
Ron decided on a particular 
popular brand and obtained a 
price of $45,000 from a local 
capital city dealer (remember 
this was 2005). 
 

Before placing an order Roz did 
a bit of internet searching and 
found what appeared to be a 
similar caravan advertised by a 
regional interstate dealer. But 
what really got Roz interested 
was a price tag that was $3000 
less than the one from the city 
dealer. Roz and Ron emailed the 
interstate dealer with a list of 
features that they were after and 

were assured that the one shown 
on the dealer’s website was ex-
actly the same model. 
 

When Ron asked the dealer what 
type of tow vehicle they needed, 
he was informed by email that a 
Ford Falcon would be suitable. 
As he currently owned a Falcon, 
which is rated at 2300kg towing 
capacity with a maximum ball 
load of 230kg, Ron was more 
than pleased. 
 

Roz and Ron decided to do the 
deal and subsequently the caravan 
was delivered by the interstate 
dealer. Good service, you are 
thinking? On the surface, yes, but 
when someone knocks on your 
door at 1.00am in the morning 

When Losing 
Money Can Pay Off 

(Tom Olthoff  S00016) 
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with your new caravan you have 
to start wondering. But then I’m a 
cynic from way back. 
 

After having a good look at the 
van over the next couple of days 
and realising that the Tare or 
unloaded mass was 1920kg. Roz 
and Ron decided to update from a 
Falcon to a Mitsubishi Pajero. The 
latter had a 2500kg tow capacity 
with 250kg allowed on the ball. 
 

Over the next couple of weeks 
walls were added to the awning 
and a few other accessories fitted 
to personalise the caravan and en-
hance the comfort. This included a 
DVD player that had not been a 
standard feature. 
 

The first time that they hitched on 
the caravan the back of the Pajero 
seemed to sag more 
than Ron felt was 
reasonable. So on 
advice from a friend 
they went to the lo-
cal towbar specialist. 
The business owner 
unhitched the van 
and used some 
scales to measure the 
ball weight. The re-
sult was 310kg of 
ball load. As the Pa-
jero was only per-
mitted 250kg, Roz 
and Ron were in-
formed that the caravan was not 
suitable for their car. 
 

Needless to say Roz and Ron were 
not impressed and sought a second 
opinion. Hence yours truly ap-
peared on the scene. My digital 
load cell weighing device showed 
a ball load of 320kg. The dealer 
was contacted and made aware of 
the situation. Readers won’t be 
surprised to hear that the dealer’s 
response was that the scales must 
be wrong. But as mine had re-
cently been tested and the accu-
racy was plus or minus one per-
cent, I was happy to stand behind 
the 320kg. 
 

Before continuing it is worth mak-

ing a few comments about cara-
van design. While centre-door 
caravans have become very 
popular, there is a tendency for 
the ball load to be higher than if 
the door is located behind the 
wheels. With a rear door design 
the wheels are slightly further 
forward than if the doors is in the 
middle. The difference in ball 
load can easily be 100kg as the 
further back the wheels are lo-
cated, the more weight is trans-
ferred to the front of the caravan 
and on to the tow vehicle. 
 

After some discussions the 
dealer said that he would ex-
change the caravan for one with 
a rear door as the ball load would 
be in the low 200’s. Sounded OK 
but the dealer wouldn’t make any 

allowance for the extras that Roz 
and Ron had bought so the end 
result was a discrepancy of about 
$5000. 
 

Roz and Ron then got a lawyer 
on the job who suggested that 
they return the caravan and write 
to the dealer cancelling the con-
tract on the basis that the caravan 
was ‘not fit for purpose’. The 
dealer then offered to “Fix” the 
caravan. The light weight 
bumper was replaced with a 
heavier one and a second spare 
wheel. The two 9kg gas cylin-
ders replaced by two 4.5kg ones. 
Water tanks were moved to the 
extreme rear. With the water 

tanks full and a bit of ‘creative’ 
loading, the dealer measure the 
unladen ball weight at 245kg and 
stated that it would be fine as the 
Pajero was allowed 250kg. 
 

It took a lot of effort to convince 
the legal people involved that the 
tanks would not always be full 
and that with a few bits and 
pieces in the front boot and under 
bed the ball load would increase. 
As the 150litre fridge was posi-
tions in front of the wheels, its 
content would also impact on the 
ball load. Subsequent testing 
showed the empty ball load to be 
260kg, increasing to 330 with 
390kg of content distributed in a 
normal manner. 
 

When the dealer ran out of hur-
dles to put up he 
sued the manu-
facturer  for 
building a cara-
van that was not 
suitable for its 
application. In 
fact the quality 
of the caravan 
had never been 
an issue and the 
caravan would 
have been ideal 
for a Land-

cruiser ot Nissan 
Patrol owner. It 
now became a 

three-ring circus with legal repre-
sentatives in two states. And time 
went on and on and on. 
 

Yours truly briefed five Barristers 
over a five year period. Most did-
n’t know one end of a caravan 
from the other. One didn’t know 
what a jockey wheel was and an-
other thought that all caravans 
had the wheels at the ends instead 
of the middle. And the clients 
were paying $500/hour for their 
‘expertise’. 
 

After five years of toing and fro-
ing and many meetings and hear-
ings, the case finally went to trial 
early in 2010. It was scheduled to 
last 5 days.  

Cont./... 

With the wheels set well back from centre, a centre-door caravans 
can have a ball load that is excessive for some tow vehicles. 





21 

On the second day the lawyer for 
the defendant (the dealer) stood up 
and informed the court that his 
client (the dealer) had no assets 
and there was no point in continu-
ing the case. 
 

During the five year period the 
dealer, who had always been a 
successful business man (and still 
is) managed to ‘adjust’ his busi-
ness structure so that everything 
was either in trusts or owned by 
family members. The dealer was 
basically a manager. Readers can 
discuss the ethics of this around 
the next campfire. 
 

The outcome was that the dealer 
offered $25,000 as a settlement 
which the judge thought (under 
the circumstances) to be reason-
able. But the dealer also kept the 
caravan which although five years 
old was basically brand new and 
probably worth $40,000. Guess 
who was laughing all the way to 
the bank. 
 

It wasn’t Roz and Ron. Over the 
years they legal fees amounted to 
nearly $90,000. On top of that 
they had to rent a house and had 
more sleepless night then they 
would like to admit. In fact, their 
life had been in limbo for five 
years. Over the last 12 months 
Ron has put a claim in to the Law 
Society in regard to the incompe-
tence of the lawyer. 
 

So the motto of the story? By all 
means let someone know if you 
have been wronged or there is a 
problem with a product that you 
purchased. But at the same time 
know when you have gone far 
enough. Six years ago Roz and 
Ron stood to lose about $5000. Of 
course at the time that seemed un-
acceptable. But in hindsight it 
would have been a less expensive 
option. One reason that it became 
such a protracted case was that to 
Ron the principle was everything. 
Someone did the dirty on him and 
he should be compensated. Unfor-
tunately others had different ideas. 
 

There is also the matter of how 

you purchase a caravan. If Ron 
and Roz had purchased the cara-
van from their local city dealer 
they would have had a similar 
deal once the bottom line was 
compared. And they would not 
have had to to communicate with 
someone by remote control. 
There is no substitute for being 
able to discuss your needs across 
a table and the caravan just out-
side the door. When you are 
spending big dollars, being a 
thousand kilometres apart and 
relying on emails does not have 
too much to offer. 
 

ooOOoo 

Needless to say we now double 
check everything before moving 
off, as this could have not only 
resulted in us losing our stove but 
much more importantly it could 
have caused an accident and we 
probably wouldn’t have even 
known about it.  

Check and then check again. We 
were very lucky this time! 

ooOOoo 

A timely warning from Ian and 
Diane to check everything before 
moving off……. 
 

We recently went on trip to the 
Tara Bulga national park near 
Yarram and thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves it is a beautiful place to 
visit and we recommend you 
visit it sometime.  

On our return trip home we 
stopped at a little rest area just 
the other side of Toora and had a 
cuppa, we packed everything up 
or so we thought and headed 
home to Carrum Downs which is 
about a 200k trip.  

On our arrival back home we 
were shocked to see our little gas 
stove sitting on the hand brake 
cables in the A frame of the cara-
van.  

The Little Stove 
That Could….. 

(Ian & Diane Reid V00221) 

We had been at the " Man from 
Snowy River Festival" at Co-
oryong , 31 March to 3 April, 
and had spent some time in the 
beautiful Upper Murray valley 
and today, 8 April 2001, we 
found a very good free camp 
"Clarke Wild Life Reserve" out 
of Tintaldra on the Murray-
River. 
We had settled in this free camp 
when along come the film crew 
from "Caravan & Motor Home 
on Tour" who decided to film 
our camp with Gloria relaxing 
with a glass of red wine and 
myself fishing in the river. 
 

They were filming this camp 
site as the best free camp they 
had seen in twenty years. 
They have undertaken to send 
us a copy of the DVD after it 
has been completed in some 
three months. 
 

We will have to make the most 
of this camp now, as the reserve 
will be completely packed after 
their magazine is published. 
We would give the "Man from 
Snowy River Festival" the high-
est recommendation to all the 
club members. 

ooOOoo 

Free Camp 
(Barry & Gloria Holding V00150) 

Don’t Forget 
To Register for the 2011 Na-

tional Muster! 
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Burke & Wills Country 
A few memories of a visit to this historic area. 

(Photos—Alan Lazarus) 

Cooper Creek 

The Road In 

The “Dig” Tree 

Aboriginal Rock Carvings—Cooper Crk. 
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From the Branches 

We had 23 vans and 1 cabin 
booked in giving us a grand total 
of 49 people attending, our big-
gest gathering of Gypsies yet. As 
usual we had some early birds ar-
riving on Tuesday, Derek & Lyn 
decided to take the opportunity to 
have look around the island while 
they waited for the rest of us to 
arrive, by Friday we had all joined 
them except for Case & Louise 
who unfortunately had a bit of car 
trouble which saw them arrive on 
Saturday. 
 

Friday was the first official day of 

our muster and it was great to 
catch up with everyone again. We 
had some new members to meet 
and on behalf of all Gypsies I 
would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to new members Noel & 
Lyn Hogan and hope you have a 
long and happy association with 
our branch. We also had a couple 
of visitors, Bill & Monica McKay; 
we hope you enjoyed your time 
with us. 
 

Cowes RSL was the venue for our 
dinner on Friday night and I am 
sure everyone enjoyed themselves 
I know I did; Banjo arranged a 
return trip on the RSL bus which 
ensured everyone who wanted a 
drink or three could do so without 

the worry of driving. A few of us 
decided to donate some money to 
the clubs pokies and had abso-
lutely no problem doing so. I did 
hear that there were a few lucky 
punters on the night so not all 
was lost, alas some returned the 
next day and gave it all back. 
 

Lionel Mussel; Chairman of the 
ACC who is also a member of 
the Gippsland Gypsies was once 
again with us, we were all very 
relieved to hear that he has fully 
recovered from his recent illness.  
` 

Saturday was basically do as you 
wish, some just relaxed others 
visited the many attractions on 
the island .The Chocolate Fac-
tory was very popular as was the 

Co-Op just over the bridge in 
San Remo very tasty fish & 
chips to be had there. 
 

Saturday also saw a game of 
Klop take place this was a new 
game to all of us and once the 
rules of the game were explained 
the game was played with great 
enthusiasm and the usual com-
petitive spirit, it was something 
different and I think everyone 
that participated enjoyed them-
selves, there seemed to be quite a 
bit of interest on the side lines as 
well. Jim Tuck took out the inau-
gural event and was crowned ac-
cordingly. 
 

 It was very windy on that day 
and we had a bit of an incident 

with a branch falling from a gum 
tree and narrowly missing people 
sitting around the circle, I am 
sure they would all like to thank 
Neil for parking his van in harms 
way, it deflected the branch and 
prevented any injury, a slightly 
bent radio antenna and a slight 
scratch to the top edge of the van 
could have easily been something 
so much worse. After observing 
even more precarious looking 
branches just waiting for another 
strong gust of wind Neil was 
given the option of staying on his 
site or moving, he chose the latter 
and ended up with beach frontage 
and a million dollar view, not a 
bad compromise. 
 

Saturday night we all enjoyed a 
BBQ which was cooked by a 
willing band of merry men, the 
freshly made salads were pre-
pared by our lovely ladies, a big 
thank you to all that helped out. 
We can’t run these things without 
your help.    

Sunday morning was our tradi-
tional egg and bacon breakfast 
this is always very popular with 
our members and once again we 
had many willing volunteers to 
help with the preparation, Dianne 
was recruited to take charge of 
the eggs and was ably helped out 
by first time musterer Rosco be-
tween them they presented a very 
edible product.  

 

This was the official end to our 
muster but there were approxi-
mately 44 gypsies still in the 
park. A tag-a-long to Churchill 
Island was quickly organized and 
those that attended thoroughly  

Gippsland Gypsies 
Cowes Muster 

(ian Reid V00221) 

Klop!! 
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enjoyed the experience the island 
afforded. Others decided to visit 
the nobbies and check out the fur 
seals. 

Sunday evening saw another 
BBQ organized and everyone 
was invited to join in and make 
our last night together a memora-
ble one and it certainly was just 
that, lots of laughter was a sure 
sign that everyone was enjoying 
themselves. Some people did not 
get a steak and we apologize for 
this but we were sure we had 
cooked enough for everyone, un-
fortunately for some reason or 
other it did not pan out that way, 
we can assure you all, plans are 
under way to prevent this hap-
pening again.  
 

Thank you all for attending and 
making this yet another great 
GG’s muster. 
 

Your committee will be working 
hard to ensure your enjoyment at 
all of our future musters and we 
hope to see you all next time. 
 

ooOOoo 

43 Caravans, 91 people, lots and 
lots of rain, Santa and his Elf and 
Angel and a bloody good time 
culminated another great year for 
the Southern Nomads.  We even 
had a visit from Queensland 
Members Brian and Robyn Ward 
and NSW Members Dave and Ela 
Byrnes called in for the dinner 
Saturday. 
 

The prize for the shortest journey 
to the Muster would have to go to 
Des and Lyn Graham who live in 
Swan Hill and bought their cara-
van 4 blocks to spend the week-
end with us. 
 

The numbers of early arrivals 
seems to be increasing each Mus-
ter and by Wednesday night we 
had 32 people for Happy Hour.  

Nothin’ like a barbie to bring all 
the cooks out! 

Southern Nomads 
Swan Hill Muster 

(Carol Halson V00086) 
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Because of having a catered din-
ner for Saturday it was decided to 
hire a Marquee for the Muster as 
the Caravan Park does not have a 
large Camp Kitchen/Recreation 
Room.  Although it is up already 
it is too hot and humid to sit in-
side. 
 

Thursday was mainly spent ex-
ploring the shops and greeting the 
new arrivals and by Happy Hour 
most of the 43 Caravans were in 
residence. 
 

On Friday Peter and Kath Eade 
had organised a Tag a Long and 
guided tour to nearby Tyntynder 
Homestead which was built in 
1846 by the Beveridge family and 
was one of the first settlements in 
the locality.  Today it is a Mu-
seum of both Aboriginal and 
European history of the area.  Our 
Tour Guide Glenis was a wealth 
of knowledge and had a story or 
antidote about everything in the 
displays.  Fruit Cake and Coffee 
was a pleasant finish to our tour.  
A few vehicles stopped at Bullers 
Winery for a taste before crossing 
the Murray River on the Speewa 
Punt and returning to Swan Hill 
through NSW.  Those who did not 
go on the tour enjoyed Croquet 
and Bocche at the Park. 
 

Friday night comprised a Trivia 
Night which was enjoyed by all 
and thanks to Sharon and Geoff 
for organising and running it.  Fol-
lowing the Trivia Brian found his 
guitar and microphone and enter-
tained an enthusiastic crowd. 
 

As with most Musters Saturday is 
the main day for activities and we 

woke up in the morning to rain, 
rain, rain and more rain which 
continued all day.  The hire of 
the Marquee is now looking to 
be stroke of genius and it will 
certainly stop the rain falling on 
our heads although because of 
the amount of rain by mid after-
noon there was 
about 2-3 
inches of water 
running 
through it. 
 

Our AGM, 
held in the 
Marquee natu-
rally, saw the 
same Commit-
tee members 
re-elected ex-
cept for the 
Muster Co-
Ordinators po-
sition.  Barry 
Groves who has done a magnifi-
cent job for the last couple of 
years is having a rest and Brain 
Padgham has filled the position.  
As soon as the formalities were 
over we got down to the serious 
business of Santa and the Kris 
Kringle.  Once again our resident 

Santa did a magnificent job but 
was almost outdone by a little 

green “Elf” who has created a 
very high standard for any future 
Santa helpers both with his attire 
and actions.  As usual there was 
much hugging, kissing and frivol-
ity as each person received a pre-
sent from Santa and his helpers.  
No the rain had not stopped and 
by the time Kris Kringle was over 
the water level in the Marquee 
had risen even more. 
 

Quite a few Members arrived for 
the Dinner dressed up in Movie 
Theme Costumes and by unani-
mous acclaim Shrek and Princess 
Fiona (Neil and Shirley) were 
judged the best dressed couple.  
Those who did not dress up went 
for practicality over style with 
shorts and thongs or bare feet as 

the water had risen further.  Our 
usual raffles and auctions were 
held so we can build up the Bank 
balance and have another great 
Xmas Muster next year. 
 

Our excellent catered meal was a 
Spit Roast and vegetables and 4 
choices of dessert and it was en-
joyed by all members who also 
appreciated the standard of the 
meal cooked by the Caterer on 
site under very trying and diffi-
cult conditions.  Although the 
rain had stopped about 6:00 PM 
the water laying around took a 
long time to soak in because of 
the volume of water over the day. 
Sunday was a day of rest for most 
with a few Caravans leaving for 
home.   
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No rain today and after Happy 
Hour in the Marquee a number of 
us enjoyed a BBQ together.  Mon-
day saw a larger group leave for 
home and on a spur of the moment 
idea Peter Eade was able to ar-
range a Courtesy Bus to take 35 of 
us to the Murray Downs Golf 
Club for dinner.  Good value and 
saved cooking and driving.  Most 
had an early night after Dinner as 
the majority are leaving tomor-
row.  Started raining again today 
but still warm and humid. 
 

Monday morning saw all but 6-8 
Caravans packing up and heading 
South to home.  A few of us trav-
elled together in a Mini Tag a 
Long heading towards Bridge-
water but had to detour through 
Mitiamo and into Bendigo 
through Eaglehawk because of the 
floodwaters.  Even the detour had 
a number of water crossings for 
about 6 Kms. 
 

Although parts of the Muster, par-
ticularly Saturday night, were held 
under adverse conditions it was 
great that everyone just forgot 
about the rain and had a Muster to 
remember.  It was mentioned at 
some stage during the Muster that 
the Southern Nomads should ap-
proach Country Towns and hire 
ourselves out as Drought Busters 
but given the amount of rain since 
this Muster they would probably 
pay for us to stay away. 
 

It says something for the friendli-
ness of such a large group when 
everyone is eagerly looking for-
ward to the next Muster at Lakes 
Entrance in February (hopefully 
without rain). 

ooOOOO 

 

The April Muster was held at 
Poona Palms Caravan Park at 
Poona between April 15th and 
April 18th 2011 and was at-
tended by 18 caravans. Visitors 
were David and Jan Stuart and 
Peter and Evelyn Slade who 
found we were a happy bunch 
and loved a good laugh. Wel-
come to new members Paul and 
Margaret Probert. Margaret is 
best remembered as the ‘Pink 
Fairy’ at last November’s Christ-
mas Party and I happily discov-
ered we went to primary school 
with each other in Kingaroy for 3 
years.  

 

A number of keen fishermen are 
in the club, as was evident by the 
early arrival of Cherie and Bob 
Kernke on the Saturday. Mon-
day’s arrivals were John & 
Narelle Hoffman, Ian & Jenny 
Rehren and Lola & Danny Jack-
son, more fishermen. Crabs were 
caught each and every day along 
with bream and whiting. More 
fishermen arrived on Thursday 
with a steady march over to the 

beach each morning. Very keen 
they all were as it rained every 
day and the strong wind kept 
blowing their sinkers and lines 
back in their faces, but they never 
gave up, kept going back each 
morning.  
 

Friday afternoon’s ‘Happy Hour’ 
was just that, happy. It had been 
decided to have an ‘Easter Hat 
Parade’ with the ladies making 
the hats for the men wear and pa-
rade in. Judging of hats was made 
by the remainder of members on 
four tables. Each table was given 
numbered cards, 1-10, with in-
structions to score each hat indi-
vidually as they saw fit, 
(depended on how many Easter 
eggs each mannequin bribed each 
table, or if it was one of their hus-
bands parading, then a 10 was 
forthcoming). It was described by 

one member as “Utter Chaos” 
and hilarious. When the scores 
were added up at the end, it was a 
tie between David Stuart and 
Ross McLean. The winner was 
then decided by choosing the 
highest numbered card and it was 
Ross with his beautiful white hat 
and pink ribbon.  
 

Happy Hour then continued until 
it was time to organise dinner. 
Half of the members went over to 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads 

Poona Muster 
(Caroline Quince Q00196) 
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the Poona Community Hall for 
dinner and the rest brought a dish 
and shared in the camp kitchen, 
with Ian and Jenny Rehren donat-
ing 3kg of prawns caught by Ian 
for devouring.  

 

The $8 dinner at the Community 
Centre was a pleasant surprise as 
reported by ones who went over. 
Apricot Chicken, potato bake and 
vegies was just one of the dishes 
and for those wanting desert, it 
was trifle for an extra $2 and ap-
parently a very large dish and de-
licious. Saturday morning was 
morning tea provided by Leah and 
Aaron Travers of damper with sul-

tanas and made with beer. Leah 
and Aaron had made the first one 
the night before but were de-
voured too fast for us all to have 
a taste, so more dampers were 
made and passed around. Then 

followed the meeting and after 
the meeting, lots more of social-
ising until ‘Happy Hour’ at 4pm. 
At 6pm, Poona Palms Caravan 
Park owner Don, started up the 
BBQ and cooked us all curried 
chicken and beef sausages. Many 
members brought their own sal-
ads and shared them around 
while others had their sausages 
on bread. Apparently each Satur-

day night Don provides the Sau-
sage Sizzle free for any caravan-
ner’s, campers and anyone stay-
ing at the caravan park.  
 

On Sunday after morning tea the 
raffles were drawn, then trivia 
commenced. Questions were pro-
vided by Russ Gerchow and as 
usual had us all scratching our 
heads and looking baffled. Brian 
Ward was the smartest person 
answering the most questions cor-
rectly.  
 

Bocce was once again on at 
1.30pm with the girls v boys. 
Guess who won again. The finals 
were between ‘The Fishermen’s 
Wives’, Narelle Hoffman and 
Jenny Rehren and ‘The Hopeless 
Duo’s’, Neil Robertson and Matt 
Machielsen with ‘The Fisher-
men’s Wives’ being the victors. 
The score is now girls 3, boys 
NIL. Team names were interest-
ing as usual, this time we had, 
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In early February your Board held an-
other face to face meeting over a full 
weekend, this time hosted by Victorian 
Director Rob Tudor and wife Judy. 
Whilst a great number of topics were 
discussed, several items came up which 
will be of great interest to members - 
Marketing—As many are no doubt 
aware, Barry Konemenn has stepped 
down as ACC Marketing Manager. Barry  
has worked tirelessly and covered many 
thousands of kilometres marketing and 
promoting the ACC at every opportunity, 
for which the Club in general owes him 
(and the stalwart Jo) a huge debt of grati-
tude. Barry will still have his finger on 
the pulse as he remains in the Returning 
Officer position. 
Barry’s successor was confirmed as 
Brian Ward,  one of our Queensland 
based members. Brian is already well 
known to many of us through his enter-
tainment skills, and his enthusiasm and 
ideas will no doubt make him a valued 
member of your mamagement team. 
Club Shop—previously this also fell 
under Barry’s portfolio and will now be 
managed by one of our Queensland-
based Directors—Jenny Beausang. 
Caravan Insurance—the arrangement 
that the Club had with MHIA has now 
expired. The Board has commenced 
work on establishing an insurance 
scheme for members, which is proving to 
be a lengthy and difficult process. Whilst 
nothing has been firmed up as yet, the 
Board will continue to persue the matter 
so that members will reap maximum 
benefit from any decision made. 
Nomad Distribution—a poll of mem-
bers was recently conducted to determine 
the preferred delivery format for the No-
mad—electronic copy or hard copy. The 
overwhelming majority indicated that 
delivery by hard copy should continue. 
Many may not be aware that the prepara-
tion of the Nomad for mail-out was done 
by one of our Victorian-based member’s 
and his family. That member is no longer 
able to perform this vital (but very labour 
intensive) function and, as a result, the 
Board is now seeking expressions of in-
terest from several organisatons that pro-
vide vocational training for the handi-
capped—solves a problem for us, and 
provides support for them, a true win-win 
situation. 
FaSt (the ACC Farm Stay Program) - 
this program, which permits travelling 
members to stay for short terms on the 
property of other (volunteer) members is 
currently being developed under the 
steady hand of Director Tom Smith.  
Basic principles have been agreed and a 
paper, outlining the operation of the 
scheme, is being prepared for submission 
to the various state-based Local Govern-
ment Authorities, seeking their endorse-
ment of the proposal. 
Full details will be made available when 
finalised, but basically the scheme will 
consist of a service offered on a “member 
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‘The Smart Asses’, ‘The Hob-
blers’, ‘The Recycle Boys’, ‘The 
Greg’s, ‘The Fishermen’s Wives’, 
‘The Terrible Two’s’, ‘The Hope-
less Duo’s’ and ‘The Watcher’s’. 
Wonder what they will all think 
up next muster.  
 

Sunday evening was over to the 
Café for dinner. $20 got us hot 
nibblies for starters, roast pork 
with roast vegies for main, 
cheesecake for desert, cheese, bis-
cuits and fruit platter for afters 
and coffee with us bringing our 
own drinks. Included was Kim, 
the local singer who sang non-stop 
for1 ½ hours. Kim also sang on 
Friday night at the community hall 
for dinner and is well worth listen-
ing to. Kim is a very talented mu-
sician and singer.  
 

Ian Perry-Crase sat at the end of a 
table where everyone had to get 
by, made difficult by the pole 
holding up the roof, which re-
sulted in Ian being squeezed and 
rubbed by just about everyone as 
they went by, some squeezed and 
rubbed amore than others, but Ian 
took it all in his stride and contin-
ued smiling.  
 

Monday came and 15 caravans 
packed up and left for their 
homes, leaving just 3 caravans 
remaining until Wednesday. The 
weather cleared up, wind dropped, 
rain stopped and after seeing eve-
ryone off. 
 

ooOOoo 

Our Muster started officially on 
Friday but as usual we had quite 
a few early birds and 4 Vans met 
on Wednesday at the “Lower 
Heart Rd. Caravan Park” (Derek 
and Gwens property in Sale)  
What a great afternoon/night we 
had, happy hour started at 
4.30pm followed by a Barby or-
ganized by our hosts, everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, 
many thanks to Derek and Gwen  
for their  fantastic hospitality. 
 

Thursday morning arrived very 
quickly and with many fond 
memories of the previous night 
still fresh in our minds 5 vans 
headed off for Omeo, this 
quickly turned into a 7 van tag-a-
along when we met up with 2 
more vans from the Southern 
Nomads.  
 

After a quick cuppa at Stratford 
the next meeting point was 
Bruthen for lunch, where we met 
up with more happy campers on 
their way to the muster. After 
lunch it was time to start the long 
haul up the mountain to Omeo 
and I must admit that for yours 
truly it was certainly an experi-
ence (being our maiden voyage 
with a van) Spectacular scenery 
was laid out before us as we 
climbed and climbed and 
climbed what seemed to be a 
never ending mountain road, we 
finally arrived in Omeo to find 
John & Lorraine, Malcom & 

Nikki, Case & Louise, already set 
up and waiting for us to arrive. 
Friday saw the rest of our happy 
gang arrive which gave us a total 

of 19 vans (17 Gippsland Gypsies 
and 2 Southern Nomads) By the 
time everyone was settled in it 
was happy hour and time to re-
new old aquaintanances over a 
few drinks, this was followed by 
a Dinner at the local pub where 
we enjoyed a very nice meal. 
 

On this Muster we welcomed two 
new couples into our happy troup 
of Gypsies and on behalf of all 
members I would like to extend a 
very warm welcome to Bob & 
Lyn Wilson and Andre & Carla 
Van Zuylen and hope you en-
joyed your time with us.  
 

Omeo Caravan Park is located at 
111 Old Omeo Highway. The 
park has larger than normal sites 
mostly situated next to the creek. 
There are also onsite vans and 
cabins available at very reason-
able rates. The amenities are am-
ple and well maintained, and with 
plenty of firewood available the 
bush telly was burning well into 
the night. Our hosts Sandi & Lou 
went out of their way to help us, 
with Sandi driving us to and from 
the local pub on Friday for our 
Dinner. Our President Dennis 
Carstairs (Banjo) presented Sandi 
with a certificate as recognition 
for all the help afforded to us. 
 

Rain Could Not Dampen Our 
Spirits 
On Saturday the Omeo Show was 
in full swing and some of our 
gang headed off to check it out, 

Ian and “Squeeze Friend” - looks 
really unhappy, doesn’t he? 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Omeo Muster 

(Ian Reid V00221) 
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Special Places  
Competition 

 

Share your special place with 
your fellow members and receive 
a B.E.S.T. water filter as a re-
ward for your efforts if it is pub-
lished. Yes, that’s correct,—
Colin Hopgood has generously 
donated a water filter to be 
awarded to the contributor  of the 
Special Place article published in 
each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—If you are includ-
ing items that have been taken 
from someone else’s work please 
ensure that you have their per-
mission to do so. Photos will 
help—please submit them in .jpg 
format, 300 dpi is the ideal reso-
lution, and don’t forget to in-
clude some captions so that we 
know what they are all about. 
 

Submit your written article, 300 
to 500 words is ideal, however 
longer submissions will also be 
considered. 
 

All articles submitted will be re-
tained and reviewed for each edi-
tion of the Nomad. In submitting 
an article or photos for consid-
eration you agree that the club 
may edit and publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be 
submitted to the Editor via email:   
editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au, 
or by mail to the club postal ad-
dress. 

ooOOoo 

Club Web 
 Site 

 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of informa-
tion about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 
 
 

A short email to the club Web-
master is all that’s required. Full 
details are on the club’s web page 
at: 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

they had wood chopping, sheep 
dog trials, numerous horse events 
and all the usual arts and crafts 
going on, those that attended en-
joyed themselves. Meanwhile 
back at the camp there was a camp 
oven being set up for dinner that 
night and everyone had their eyes 

firmly focussed on the skies as 
rain and camp ovens don’t usually 
mix very well. Luckily for us we 
had an expert on the job, he goes 
by the name of Bullbar (Bill 
Maiden) and  did a fantastic job 
keeping the fire going in the pour-
ing rain, although I don’t think he 

had seen a Gazebo standing on 
logs over an open fire before. The 
end result was a beautifully 
cooked roast which everyone en-
joyed. Thanks to Bullbar and the 
ladies for a job well done.  
The Dinner was preceded by a 
visit from Santa for our Kris 
Kringle. Presents were exchanged 
and lots of fun was had by all.  

Santa told me he 
was getting very 
hot in his suit and 
whilst he enjoyed 
meeting and greet-
ing everyone he 
was glad to get 
back into his civ-
vies. 

 

Sunday morning was the tradi-
tional egg and bacon breakfast. It 
was then time for some of our 
Gypsy friends to leave for home, 
but Sunday afternoon saw 14 
vans  still in the park. A four car 
tag-a-long was quickly organized 
and we went exploring the coun-
tryside up to Omeo Lake, the 
lake has not had water in it for 
many years. I’m guessing the 
110 mm of rain at Mt. Hotham 
over the weekend had something 
to do with that!  
 

Many thanks to all who made 
this another successful GG’s 
muster.  
 

ooOOoo 

 

New Branch for 
Queensland 

It has long been felt that mem-
bers in Queensland’s south-east 
would be supportive of a branch 
in the Ipswich / Toowoomba re-
gion. 
 

And so it came to pass that 25 
members and friends mustered at 
the Esk Caravan Park in late 
March, with the goal of forming 
such a branch. 
 

The end result was the birth of 
the “ACC Country Cruisers” 
 

Elected office bearers are: 
President—Brian Ward 
Secretary—Dawn Nuttley 
Treasurer—Janie Mol. 
 

Congratulations to all involved, 
we look forward to hearing of 
your future musters and adven-
tures down the track. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Don’t Forget! 
 

Bingara in October! 
 

It’s Going to be a real 
BLAST! 

Southern Nomads 
Port Fairy Muster 

(Mavis Parsons V00141) 

Hot on the heels of the Lakes En-
trance Muster, the Southern No-
mads had barely time to do the 
washing before meeting once 
again at Port Fairy. 
 

Once again most were there by the 
Wednesday with many making a 
week of it. 
 

Friday Night around sixty seven 
of us dined at the Brewery Hotel 
in Warrnambool  and were im-
pressed with the efficient service 
and the quality of the meals.  
 

This muster would have to go 
down as a Sporting Muster. Every 
day Croquet was set up for mem-
bers to come and play whenever 
they wanted. At times, there was a 
bit of a wait to get a game, so 
popular has it become. However, 
giving advise to the players from 
the sidelines is always fun too. 
 

Saturday saw everyone join in the 
Southern Nomad Mini Olympics 
either as competitors, helpers or 
spectators. 
 

The traditional march on of the 
athletes behind the Australian and 
ACC Flags drew a roar from the 
crowds (well from the athletes as 
they were the crowd) 
 

Six events were staged with so 
many competing that heats had to 
be held. 
 

We had the Egg and Spoon with a 
difference. The difference being a 
real egg and spoon to the athlete 
who drew the wildcard, strangely 

most of the uncooked eggs sur-
vived, steady handed Nomads! 
 

Thong throwing saw some inter-
esting throws, occasional 
searches of the trees necessary. 
 

The Three legged race produced 
a few laughs and a few bruises 
sadly. 
 

The Tunnel Ball Teams took a 
bit of settling down but then they 
all performed beautifully. Was 
this the start of Rob getting so 
excited? 
 

The relay saw some really seri-
ous competition 
and some con-
torted faces as 
there was a 
charge for the 
finishing line. 
 

The Ball throw-
ing was a little 
more sedate but 
the competition 
became fierce to 
stay in the game. 
 

There are too 
many gold, silver and bronze 
medal winners to list here but the 
overall competition and cup win-
ners were Kath Barton, Geoff 
McLean and Brian Padgham. 
 

Congratulations to all competi-
tors and spectators. You made it 
the fun day that it was. 
 

Happy hour saw the cups pre-
sented, along with an Auction 
and raffles followed by a Barby/ 
eat together evening. 
 

Keen game players played after 
dinner each night. 
 

Sunday Started with the aroma of 
egg and bacon 
breakfast  shared 
by most in the 
camp kitchen. 
 

The regular Boc-
cee Tournament 
w a s  p l a y e d 
throughout the 
day with the com-
petition being 
keen.  After the 

final play off the trophy was pre-
sented to Raph and Fatima at 
Happy Hour. 
 

Sunday afternoon we had a pan-
cake afternoon tea 
 

Were they Southern Nomads seen 
skylarking on the bouncing Pil-
low? 
 

A new addition to this extremely 
sporting muster was PrymeBall, 
Although a modified version of 
volleyball for those of a more ma-
ture age, our Southern Nomads 
played an almost unmodified 
game, few more bruises but a 

whole lot of fun and energy went 
into this. 
 

Monday many went on a tag-a-
long tour to Portland and a petri-
fied forest and had lunch along 
the way. 
 

It looks as if the Olympics may 
become an annual event with new 
and interesting events to be intro-
duced in the future. 
 

As we all headed off once more 
our separate ways after such a 
great muster we were content in 
the knowledge that we would be 
meeting again in just a few weeks 
for some more good times with 
good friends. 

ooOOoo 
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Only two weeks since our last 
muster but most of us had gath-
ered at Benalla by the Wednesday 
before Easter with many arriving 
on the Tuesday. 
 

Apart from Happy hour each night 
our first main function for the 
weekend was the Boccee tourna-
ment on Good Friday afternoon. 
The winners of the trophy were 
Glennis and Warren.  
 

Bocce finished in time for Happy 
Hour followed by Fish and Chips. 
With 27 caravans and N00007 2 cab-
ins, the fish and chip shop did 
well to cater for all of us. 
 

Saturday many of us attended the 
Benalla market around the lake 
and most of our group went on a 
tagalong tour to the King Valley 
and attended the Brown Brothers 
food and wine festival. Those who 
attended found this to be a most 
enjoyable day. 
 

The few who didn’t tagalong had 
a hot cross bun afternoon tea. 
 

Saturday evening happy hour had 
the first chocolate treats with all 
raffle prizes being Chocolate 
hampers and the two rounds of 
celebrity heads played saw more 
chocolate prizes. 
 

A barbeque /eat together evening 
followed and the usual keen 
game players got together after 
dinner to play card and board 
games, as they did each night of 
the muster. 
 

Getting back from the shower on 
Easter Sunday we found that the 
Easter Bunny had left deposits of 
the chocolate kind outside each 
van. 
 

We visited the Tatong Hotel again 
this year for a really good lunch. 
 

Happy hour started early for the 
Easter Hat Parade. The hats were 

then put on display and some 
independent campers judged 
them. The winners were Shirley 
and Neil Coward and the prizes 
once more were chocolate, dark 

and white chocolate rabbits. 
 

A pass the parcel game saw Neil 
win the main CHOCOLATE 
prize. 
 

This was a chocolate lovers 
weekend.  
 

It was also a pancake lovers 

weekend, as the park still put on 
their popular pancake breakfast 
Monday to Friday. 
 

We were pleased to welcome 
some of our Gippsland Gypsy 
Friends, we hope that you all 
enjoyed the muster, it was great 
to catch up with you all again. 
 

The muster may be over but we 
still had about 23 people left for 
a Happy Hour on Tuesday. 
 

We now have a bit of break 
with our next Southern Nomads 
Muster to be held in September 
at the Grampians. 
 

For anyone not going away for 
the winter the Gippsland Gypsies 
are holding one at Bendigo on the 
long weekend in June. 
 

Safe travels to all of those touring 
throughout the year and to those 
attending the National Muster. 

ooOOoo 

Southern Nomads 
Easter Muster at 

Benalla 
(Mavis Parsons V00141) 
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Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Sizes S to XXXXXL. May be embroidered with member name in green or gold. 
Stock No: S Polo. Desc: Polo Shirt 
 
  

  

 

  
 
Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 
Stock No: S Club Cap. Desc: Club Cap 
  

  

 

  
 
Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
Stock No: S Club Flag. Desc: Club Flag 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Club Sticker, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
Stock No: S Van Sticker. Desc: Club Van Sticker. 
Note: If purchased with another item postage charges do not apply for this item. 
  

  

 

  
 
ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours 
of green & gold. 
Stock No: Stubby. Desc: Club Stubby Holder 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for this item is free. 
  

  

 

  
 

ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and 
web address in green & gold. 
We must order these in lots of 50, so when orders held amount to 50, purchasers will be 
advised that payment is required. 
  

 

  
 
Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  
A MUST for all travellers. 
Stock No: Aucal. Desc: Australia Calling 
 

  
  
  
 

 
Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 

“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson Lakes 
Vic 3197” 

The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have 
their membership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the 
event they should be lost.  
The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, 
and comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 
 
  

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the Nomad mail slip. 
Club Shop 
 



35 

Date 2011 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 
Jun 3-6 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Lennox Head Muster Max Watkins 07 5478 5762 

Jun 10—13 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Bendigo Muster Neil Kollmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Jun 10—13 Family Firesiders QLD Maleny Muster Stuart Scullett-
Dean 

07 4123 6142 

Jun 17—19 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Biggenden Muster Caroline Quince clquince@optu
snet.com.au  

Jun 24—26 Hunter Ramblers NSW Swansea Gardens Muster Cheryl Sherlock 02 4987 0043 

Jul 8—10 Country Cruisers QLD Crows Nest Muster Dawn Nuttley 07 5426 3621 

Jun 27—Aug 1 Sydney City Slickers NSW Central Aust. Tagalong Debbie Cohen 02 9326 4515 

Jul 29—31 Swan River Rovers WA Goomalling Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Jul 1—3 ACC Sundowners SA Meningie Muster Alby Kramer 08 8252 9260 

Aug 4—9 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Mount Perry Tagalong Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Sep 16—18 Swan River Rovers WA Dalwallinu Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Sep 16—18 Southern Nomads VIC Halls Gap Muster Brian Padgham 0407 596 495 

Sep 9—11 Hunter Ramblers NSW Harrington Muster Cheryl Sherlock 02 4987 0043 

Oct 1—11 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Bingara Tagalong Bevan Wittwer 07 54949252 

Oct 11—16 ACC NAT 2011 National Muster ACC Secretary 1800 734 493 

Coming Events 

2011 National Muster 
Will be held at Bingara (NSW) on October 11—16th 
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www.morningtoncaravanpark.com.au 






